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Greetings readers and Facebook followers and welco
this 117th edition oShearingmagazine, No 1 of Vol. 41.

We have a little item at page 20 about the 60 year
Golden Shears statistics compiled by Scotty Stewart
Stephen Siemonek. If they cared to carry on their good
WKH\ PLIKW ¢QG WKDW RI WKH
at Goldies this year, at least 20% (28) were women. T
allowing for the odd error or two in my 'mis-genderin
these modern day christian names. But what would th
pioneers of the 1960s like Pam Warren and Barbara M
be thinking? Wow? Now let Laura Bradley lead the N
Zealand women's charge into open class ranks!

As usual we have what we hope is an interesting var
of stories — including one, just a small item with may
big impact from Johannes Kloosterman in the Netherla
— he and his mate are doing a charity shear to raise m
for cancer research. We've been doing charity shears
for a while now but signs of it becoming an internatio
movement? Let's hope so. What other industry but ours
do that? Go hard boys.

One magazine reader enjoyed our lengthy piece last ed
about Peter Black and his admission to the Aussie Hal

Fame and immediately suggested we needed to have a il

catch up with Allen White. No sooner said than done, o
we found out Allen lives about 15 minutes drive away fr
the editor. Some fascinating recollections in there from
'40-year holiday' in Australia!

We've got the usual comprehensive roundups on the
championships and a photo or two from 'smaller venu
Toa Henderson has become the talk of the town and
transformed (by some clever commentators) into the '
nado'. Golden Shears and New Zealand Champions
double in the same year — it's been done before but n
many. Can our top performers — shearers and woolhan
—keep the momentum going for New Zealand to claim b
some of those world titles next March? Speaking of —wi
added Martin Ngataki and Nathan Stratford to our Hall
Fame. (World teams titles and major championship winn

Now winter beckons, but will soon be August and we
do this all again. Keep well meantime.

Ka kite ano o
Nga mihi, Des Williams
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¥ NZ WOOL CLASSERS ASSOCIATIQN

1= :RRO &0ODVVHUV $VVRFLDWLRQ LV WU X5 ®z\WooL
RUJDQLVDWLRQ ZKLFK VLWV|[ILUPO\ L SaSh. CHASSERS
FRPPHUFLDO LQWHUHVW LQ W ZRRO L N
WKH 1= :RRO &ODVVHUV 5HILVWIUDWLRQ V\V WEEmats ik
IRU ZRRO HGXFDWLRQ DQG TX W\ RRO SO p,
SUHVHQWDWLRQ DUH WKH FRU Werkofpofclassars onshow at the 1 A&
7KH RUJDQLVDWLRQ KDV EH TheoNZWCA/stand @t-the Wanaka A&P Show in March
IRUPHG DIWHU WKH GLVHVWD E|p L2025pwasonceragainsituated right eside~tite door to the
ZKLFK SUHYLRXVO\ DGPLQLV|Y MNZFine WoahSupreme Bleeceicompetifion building, which
1=:&% IXQGLQJ FRPHV IURP P HiP MKLWKHD U (KR X\HG MXVW XQGHU
LQGXVWU\ VXSSRUW Chairman Tracy Paterson M2133, Board member Terence
Mulcahy D1473 and Registrar Marg Forde A1260 talked

Registration now open for NZWCA wool and wool classing with a wide range of people over
Industry Professional Development Day/  the course of the two-day show.
AGM at Lincoln University on May 9 2025 The hand of NZWCA classers featured strongly in the

'LGH UDQJH RI VSHDNHUV LQR4X g"@ogsw LS UIRRIaLegls; The
'RRO" + ODUN 3DWWHUVRQ 03 3 VA %n oo i
'RQ +LFNIRUG ZRRO D¢FLRQDG SDUY nen
L OQGXVWULHY UHSUHVHQWDWLY %% tﬂﬁa o R Gor eag. 8 R URI@H ALY
QLPDO ZHOIDUHY DG /OB EhXer. -8 POIMtS:

co.nz/ on keeping safe in the workplace, de-escalating ZRROO\ KRJJHW %' AHHFH ZKLF}I

PDQDJLQJ DQG UHVROYLQJ FRQARRWVKH FKDPSLRQ ARFN HZH H[FOX
All are welcome to attend the Industry PD Day/AGM b rowers JN Matakanui/R&G Naylor and the Martin Paterson

pre-registration by May 4 is requestédl.those who pre- NZE/)V?:X%/ el_r|ng er$ czlazslér()sfor ITFieng E\I/gr}; :21\9/9R S VFRU
register will go in the draw on the day for a $1499 (rrp) . o
woollen rug generously donated by Bremworth. The Gllbsotn Sanders ')WOPh%/thRAmtoit pOl_néSt '? WOO: (andd

: veral category wins) went to Matakanui Station, classe
Lgs/v%%gr?é?nrgifsfghf g?g ;\IIV%/X\)//(S:'; ﬂ%yes ;‘rﬁpdsi?|||?nngeg NZWCA chair Tracy Paterson M2133 with support from
connecting for all involved in the wool and wool harvestin sband ,?\ndrew FD2063.
industry. Attendance, which will include smokos and lunc %' KRJJHW AHHFH ZKLFK VFRUH
is free for NZWCA members, $30 for non members, $25 frtKDPSLRQ ARFN KRJJHW H[FOXGLQJ
students and there’s a special rate for shearing contractB@wmar family). This was selected and prepared by their
VHQGLQJ ¢YH RU PRUH SHRSOH RAlasser 3aqapcesiigahg 01473
The day on May 9 will begin at 8.15am with wool exercis ) SR Sy
DW WKH YHQXH JURXQG ARRU RI
University, and end with a wool measurement worksh
and a visit to Lincoln Agritech for wool research insig
There will also be a wool brokers panel with key messa
for the coming season. The NZWCA AGM, includin
announcement and presentation of the annual NZW
Classer Awards will be immediately after the lunch brea
Link to register and for the full timetable is henétps://
woolclassers.org.nz/members-area/news/agm-industry
professional-development-day-2025/

NGATAHI

3 .
S Above: 7TKH 1= )LQH :RRO 6XSUHPH &KDP:
ONE, TOGETHER ‘DQDND 6KRZ D PHULQR HZH IURP §
VFRUHG SRLQWV 6HOHFWHG DQG
$00DQ 3DWHUVRQ )’
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D = %
Above: :KHUH WKH 3KDUGFRUH ~ ZRRO S
:DQDND $ 3 6KRZ

Anyone can make a Classer validity
check on the NZWCA website

The use of invalid NZ classing or grading stencils on bales
DQG LQ ZRRO VSHFL{FDWLRQV UHAH
classer/grader, the farmer’s wool clip and our NZ wool
industry, points out NZWCA Registrar Marg Forde.

' ) o N With the evolution OIL%ua”% assurance programmes (such
Above: 7KH — %' HZH KRJJHW AHHFH 2&Ad-dhghZEN e ak&drbbr Values and expectations

$ ~WKHODUWLQ 3DWHUVRQ &ODV\Vitng4lnH fhing¥/adVdoitent CIHP Stihdard, Chain of

6KRZ 7KLV AHHFH HQWHUHG E\ 5  &ud ibii Ehgse AsstrBirie® YYateability and
DQG ZRQ WKH &KDPSLRQ )ORFN Q'd)rib@i. HFH QRW PHULQR

A new feature this year was an award category with @ytting invalid classer/grader stencils on bales and in bale
FDOFXODWLRQ RI WKH YDOXH RI WBEKLH@WWNURGYAHIEHU PV IQOHW oKW i

was included on each score card. This was done usigstem and, NZWCA believes, the quality assurance
SULFLQJ EDVHG RQ WKH PDLQ 1=ppfQdhmde8 RO DXFWLRQ VDOH IRU

the season, in Christchurch in September. Head waQl, - 4ssqciation is working hard to raise this issue but as
steward lan Bagley pointed out this may not have be

v ollegtijyere iS Str t. Jf it call
ZKDW VLPLODU AHHFHV DFWXDO%,,Q;SK%\% o bryepa ki oait) o el
whose contracted wool had a higher value than those at the

selected wool auction, and happily conceded it “could b&'€ Points out, “anyone can check if a stencil is valid by
the topic of conversation” in the competition wool room USing the search facility we now have the NZWCA website

The inaugural winner of this category was a 14 micro}r11Ome page’hittps://woolclassers.org.nz/

AHHFH IURP 7KH %HQG HQWH U H GR&ERINg papr lti%%mﬁ@ﬂrshimg@em is considered
selected by Kevin Waldron D984, PGG Wrightson Wod} Professional obligation for NZ classers and graders. The

UHS DQG EURNHU UHS RQ WKH 1= WyRHY) S Ukl RA[FRXPEVU ZKLFK

given a value of $126.50. For comparison, the overdiPmbination thatis a registered "Kiwi stencil” is unique and

6XSUHPH FKDPSLRQ AHHFH YD O XBay kepised enlyRopthaneisonsiyvagispyedq.

the selected auction) was $73.50 and the Grand Champjan

ARFN HZH AHHFH H[FOXGLQJ PH{l@&pdP\anddnYHQ D YDOXH RI

$34.20. They've bred them for wool and they've bred themjfor

NZWCA 2025 Invoicing Completed with meat, they've shortened their legs to make them ook

Classer Code Of Conduct Remlnder |ncluded neat. To Improve the Iamb|ng percentage theylve one

Invoicing for the 2025/26 year for NZWCA has just beef o great pains, but when oh when will they breed tffem

- . with brains?
completed. Classer/Grader invoicing was done in Februgry
and Associate membership in March. If you have ngt(:ULWWHQ ZLWK UDGGOH RQ WKH EI

received your invoice yet, please contact our secretdnShearer’s Lament
Annette Gamble by emaitecretary@woolclassers.org.nz | Show us the sheep that can't be shorn

This year the Classer/Grader invoices included a lirfkAnd we'll show you sheep we can shear

drawing attention to the NZWCA Code of Conduct anfl Run in some sheep that can't be shorn

Ethics which can be found attps://woolclassers.org. | And if you can, we'll buy the beer
nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/NZWCA-CODE-OF- — Half a mo, don't bother to go
CONDUCT-AND-ETHICS.pdf — The bastards are already here!

Have your contact details changed? Please notify] :ULWWHQ ZLWK UDGGOH RQ DJZDO
our secretary Annette (email address above). SDUWLFXODUO\ WRXJK VKHHS )UF
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Yarning in the sun with Allen White

Shearing PDJD]LQH FDXJKW XS ZLW Kpg ‘ ’E%
ZHHNV DJR ZLWK WKH LQWHQW L R’
VWRU\ DERXW KLV ORQJ DQG G i
VKHDULQJ DQG ZRRO LQGXVWU\
6HD ,Q D ZLGH UDQJLQJ WZR KR
VRPH \HDUV D YDULHW\ RI VX
ZHQW WRXFKLQJ RQ WKH PDQ\
KLV OLIH 6R ZH YH GHFLGHG WR
XQLQWHUXSWHG DERXW VRPH RI
FDUHHU KLJKOLJKWYV

* Kk kk k%

First, a history lesson
"Essentially, our trans-Tasman working relationship
started back in 1797. A lot of our Maori people would nevg
XQGHUVWDQG RU NQRZ WKLV EX\VEEX
domiciled Maori was living in Sydney. Maori had bee n
travelling backwards and forwards for quite some time, the-
were traders and they were not afraid of the sea. .

"The whalers were going backwards and forwards and a||6POV6 $O0OHQ :KLWH # KRPH DI W HUD \H
a sudden they started trading. Kawhia and Raglan are classiBut everyone else who came into Australia at that time
examples of harbours from where this trading began. All thad to meet that "Whites Only" policy except for Maori.
ODQG DURXQG >WKH :DLNDWR D Q GAhKheiydthbldlimzhed-OMaa déraieiiédl iR stEalia WdReZ Q
in wheat crops owned by Maori and it was traded betwesctually given the right to vote before aboriginal Australians
here and Australia. People living in Sydney needed theirfodRW LW 6R RXU SHRSOH KDYH EHHQ
so they took potatoes, wheat and pigs for trade. For instan@eyary long time. | think it's a wonderful story and that's the
gun at that time would cost 250 pigs. When Northland Madsackground to it and some really interesting things have

ERXJKW ULAHV \RX UH DUH WD@deMeH&IﬁIREXLWOTIt" SLJV DQG
they didn't come out of the New Zealand bush. So there jg=ge— _ - - -
long, long connection between the two countries. “"White Australia” Policy: Exclusion of Maoris

"Maori then leased land out to the white settlers. Our peoplén reference to the recent action of the Australian Goverpment in
did the fencing, scrub cutting, ploughing, they shore t gefusing to allow two Maoris to land in Sydney, the Prenfier [New
sheep. They did all these things and then the work startefl #saland] has sent the following cable message to the Primg Ministe
contract on the farms. So Maori, being Maori, they travellgdf the Commonwwealth [Australia]:- "In face of your telegrpm that
and found work elsewhere, including in Australia. Frogn testwas applied to the two Maoris, the allegation that this was not don
memory, in 1863 a really interesting piece of legislatignis withdrawn, the explanation being probably that the Maofis did na
calledthelHZ =HDODQG 6 Wat/imraiHdedd Thig/| $rdgystand what was demanded of them. Your decision to rgfrain fror
allowed the British Crown to take land from Maori tribe putting the test in future to Maoris is a happy ending to a ferplexing
that were considered to be rebelling. situation, and on behalf of both races of this colony we tendgr you an

"Then, in 1901 Australia had passed its Immigratignthe Government of the Commonwealth for this act of justicefto a nobl
Restriction Act, which also became known as the "Whgerace, our warmest thanks, and assure you that whilst the Nlaoris are
$XVWUDOLD SROLF\ ZKLFK DuH HWeep oreful &) ppignwageddreRevel pitp Heinpakehq brethrel
Australia between 1901 and 1958. they will not trench on your policy of a "White Australia” or Yiolate the

"In terms of that policy, in 1905 a couple of Maori sheargyslabour conditions, which they much appreciate.”
were going to be refused admission to Australia because theyttelton Times, 6 March 1905
wouldn't undergo a simple test of their English language
speaking ability. The story goes that these two guys co@dr shearing seasons
guote large passages from the Bible in two languages. Th@yr normal shearing year used to look like this: we would
could quote at length from theO L{@@ncient Greek poemstart shearing our hoggets in September-October and would
by Homer, set during the Trojan War c1330BC). So theslare the ewes in October-November, and go back for the
were not just ordinary people, they had a little bit of substarlambs in December. Then we would all hop in our cars and
about them. KHDG Ru GRZQ 6RXWK DQG VWD\ WKH

"Eventually they were exempted from the Australia "whitesas you do — and then we would head home again in March.
only" policy. The proposed deportation started such a fur@eme of the boys would go to Golden Shears and the rest of
that the governments of the day started going backwards agdvould head home and start shearing the two-tooths. After
forwards and all sorts of threats were being made. AustraldK DW ZH ZRXOG KDYH WR A\ FUXWFK
wanted New Zealand to join them and become part of 4And then we would be into fencing or scrub cutting or
federation. New Zealand said they preferred to stay witlhatever else was going, and later on we might do a lambing
WKHLU 3DFL¢(F ,VODQG SHRSOH ZBdatRhawueHoukllcGme back for the main crutching just

Shearing magazim 117 (Vol 41, No 1) April 2025 Page 6



before lambing. All the while we were playing rugby andnd show them and then I'd get back on with my work. Then
living the good life. It was a great life. people from the University of Western Australia (UWA) came
"And then things started to go a little pear-shaped. Top to see me and asked the same questions. | gave them the
New Zealand Wool Board got into its training programm& DPH DQVZHUY DQG WKHQ WKH\ RuHL
big time and there was a build up of shearers and thenwith the robotic (automated mechanical shearing) shearing
enough work to go round for everybody. And so we startptbgramme which was being funded by the Australian Wool
travelling again, mainly to Australia because the money w@srporation.
there and they wouldn't have gone otherwise. The Australiafi think what locked it in for me was the fact that | could
sheep numbers started to explode in the late 1960s. Westetioulate what it was they were seeing in simple terms that

$XVWUDOLD HQGHG XS ZLWK Rthew ¢otid FuRoErQanid) They VikdHoeed UsiRd- &llot of the
Queensland was inundated with major companies rundmademics around Australia that had been involved with
growers such as GRAZCOS etcetera. shearing and lots of weird and wonderful ideas came out,

"The people who suffered the most were the small@DQ\ Rl WKHP ADZHG
contractors, they couldn't get enough labour for their gang$The University was being funded by the AWC to the extent
because everyone wanted to work for the big companiesobabout $14 million. And that was interesting because when
they started travelling to New Zealand looking for shearetisey started out they had old Commodore computers that

"A man named Frank Godier came to Hawkes Bay ahdld 256 gigabytes of memory, which is minuscule, nothing
FDPH WR P\ XQFOH V JDQJ DQG R uddidgd@Ed ¥day séEckndlaQy. Bht Zod&oktékechnology
Wales, saying he would pay all our fares there and bacldaveloped in the programme was amazing. They brought in
the end of our stay. That sounded like a pretty good deahtmbotic arm used for spot welding in a car manufacturing
us so we took it. And it was an eye opener. | remember nompany which had a wrist that could turn 180° max. They
cUVW GD\ RQ WKH ERDUG , FRXOGQGW O/HKKGI W R X Q,GRZAWKIRW B/®G PDGH
and | would have killed for that one extra sheep. So that nigifien you saw the wrist working you would say, 'Oh look at
we all sat around and talked about what the problem washat' — it would take your breath away.

"l wasn't the best shearer in the world but | could hold my'The robot used to come down out of the roof and they
own, | enjoyed what | was doing and as long as you weveuld have a balloon there and the machine would stop mere
shearing a consistent tally everyday it didn't really matternllimetres from the balloon and then shear around and over
the contractor. We were making enough to feed our familtae balloon — it was an eye opener. So the time | spent with
and give them all the bits and pieces they needed. UWA in the early-mid 1980s was really the beginning of my

W ZDV ¢YH GD\V D ZHHN LQ $XVatuddiiédiyodkelQ ZH cUVW ZHQW
there. Here in New Zealand it was shearing whenever th&The project manager was a fellow by the name of James
sheep were dry, including weekends. If you worked late in theevelyan, one of many people that helped me who need to
evening to cut out a shed somewhere you would then travelrecognised. James was amazing. He developed a rocket
to be ready for a 5am start somewhere else. In Australighit was used in the Argentinian Falklands War.
there were two or three hundred left in the shed on Fridaw TS
night we would come back on Monday, even if it mea] NewZealand SPRING/SUMMER 28

travelling 300 kilometres.

"So | guess that's what the small Australian contract
liked about us. They didn't have the industrial disputes to
and settle all the time."

T!-IE NEW ZEALAND SHEABING CONTRACTORS ¢ OFFICIAL MAGAZINE il

Australian Wool Corporation: Robotic Shearing
"Eventually | left New South Wales and ended up at a pla = Is THIS A IN
called Geraldton in Western Australia, a coastal town 400 ‘
north of Perth. Geraldton was a shearer's dream. We w( '@ A
VWDUW DW DP DQG ¢(QLVK DW $
shining and we lived right on the beach so | could go doj !
DQG GURS D FUD\¢(VK SRW LQ WK
morning and have a cray cooked and ready for smoko at “-
shearing shed. u
"Geraldton was a great place to be — good schools, g
people, all you had to do was go to work, do the job, get |}
money, go home — you couldn't wish for anything more.
"The wide comb dispute was still going on at the time HiR-4%
that all died down eventually and things were moving aloji-4
nicely. It was interesting that within six months of the disp ';‘i
being settled 80% of the shearers in Australia had switc
to wide gear, and that created all sorts of problems, bu }
wasn't my problem. .
"And all of a sudden | was getting visits at the sheariff

i

sheds from guys from the Australian Wool CorporatidiPoVve: 7KH FRShéBU”ERHDJD]LQH QJ 6XF
(AWC) wanting to know what | did and how | did it and4L WK WKH VKHDULQJ URERW EHLQJ Gt
HVWHUQ $XVWUDOLD LQ FRQMXQFWL

why | did it — all those sorts of things. | would just tell then& RUSRUDWLRQ

Shearing magazim 117 (Vol 41, No 1) April 2025 Page 7




They could drop the rocket at sea level and it would ridé'Now that technology is still there and they revisit it every
the contours of the sea — skim over the waves and betweew and then and | guess when the price of machinery comes
the waves and the enemy could never see it coming. TBRZQ WKH\ PD\ LQWURGXFH LW $ OR
was technology being adapted for the robotic handpigbe programme is in the industry now, especially related to
to follow the contours of a sheep. The engineers on tendling the big sheep that they've got now. That is always
programme were amazing and what | found was, when ygning to be a problem, the sheep are just getting bigger and
said something to them, they needed to know what the methicger. In the meantime it is parked up there ready for when
were and the metrics we had at the time were a long bette, time is right. They will do another 'desk top' (economic
a medium bevel and a short bevel, and those measuremasggessment) soon, I'm sure."
varied from manufacturer to manufacturer. That's all we've
got! And they said, 'Well okay, for this type of sheep you gitdew job with fancy title
me a comb like that and we will measure it. And out of th&8ome time during 1987 | got a call in the middle of the
little exercise came the change we now have in our industL JKW EHFDXVH Rl WKH WLPH GLuUHL

$00 WKH FRPEV DUH QRZ GH¢ QH\GedE Audtrilid) idvnitgLme\to BRppWikrta j&Htigddribed as
So it’s either from 7.3 mils down to about four mils. And tt'Comptroller of shearer training" and to attend an interview.
get that into the industry we had to have the Chinese in th€he caller was a man nangdve :
and they saw it straight away. The other manufacturers wasimus (pictured), the chair o
pretty reluctant to adopt this way of measuring things. BAustralian Wool Corporatio
you talk to a shearer now and he will tell you exactly what taed while | didn't like the na
bevel is or what the radius should be on the tips of the corabghe job, | said | would co :
for any particular type of sheep. So that development cafoe interview. Dave was a 'u‘g |
out of the UWA research and that needs to be recognisadan, 6 foot 10. I'd never seda :

"We did all sorts of other wonderful things too and apaahyone as big. [According to
from giving advice, my main role was to act as conduB\G QH\ OR U Q L @ticle

EHWZHHQ WKH JURZHU DQG WK HASnuH(GOBER2008)Malsohad g~ =
Darryl Cole was very cunning with it. He would get a lot dfiggest hand ever to have pus
growers coming in and they would be looking at somethil@Q H[HFXWLYH SH
but they would never know quite what they were looking at."We were at an AGM meetirls
They would also bring a little bit of animosity with them +n Queensland where | had to
"here we are spending all this money and what have we ggplain what the shearer training programme was all about
to show for it, and why haven't we got it yesterday!" and how we were doing it. | gave my report and then asked
6R 'DUU\O KDG D AHHFH LW ZD Vif theRlwetd Ry queQibhsDThissgQy-dowhHhe back stood
would pick up a bit of it, give it to them and say, ‘have a loalp and said, “tell me, how come a New Zealander is teaching
at that, have a feel of that.' And they would walk around ak Australians how to shear sheep.”
day with this piece of wool in their hands and Darryl could"Dave immediately jumped up to intervene but | told him it
talk to them about anything he wanted to. was okay. Then | said to the bloke at the back, "What was the

"Then shearers would come in and we would talk abayestion again?" and he repeated it. “Maybe it's because my
the radius on the bevels. Darryl would give them a comb agmatestors missed the last free boat out of England,” | replied.
WKH\ ZRXOG ¢GGOH ZLWK WKDW D Q$» I@ed bplinD/ictoXdsas dddeodkihe\ CArRoxabda's
be convinced the robotic shearing programme was a realiyearer training programme. They paid for everything
good programme! involved in the move to Victoria, even got the packers in to
=0 > o y = pack up the house in Geraldton so we could sell it — they were

- : ¥ absolutely marvellous.

"I got started in the new job and had to look at what we
KDG , DOUHDG\ NQHZ DOO WKH EDFN.
realise — though should have — was that, dotted around the
country were all these little Maori gangs. From Muttaburra in
Queensland right through to Esperance in WA they were there,
DQG WKH\ DOVR KDG D ELJ LQAXHQF
in their own areas. So | spoke to them all and explained the
Keep our sheep g m problems we had. People didn't know how to grind gear

sweetNZ! /5 RULES SURSHUO\ WR JHW LW VKDUS 7KH JH

i e they didn’t know what gear to buy.
LIVEL mxx) "They still had experts in the sheds who used to grind the
IVEL ~ | gear for them and it depended which side of the ledger you
were on with them as to how well your gear got sharpened.

"l got the mandate to introduce wide combs, or to see that
the wide combs were accepted universally, right across the
country and were producing as good a job, if not better, than
what they had before.

"Just on that, with the narrow gear, because they were
poking and shoving blows in all the time, the amount of
second cuts was quite huge. The average over a ten-year

They're coming in for shea T sheep eusles.

-

Dose all dogs monthly to
ensure we keep on top of the
sheep measles tapeworm.

0800 222 011
www.sheepmeasles.co.nz

MANAGEMENT
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period was about 7% of the clip. When | got there a
when the wide comb came in | looked at the numbers a
was up to 9% and moving very quickly towards 10%, s
knew straight away what we had to do. So | had to sell {
to the chair and | said if we could do it really well, withi
four years we could have it down to 3 or 4 percent and
would equate to about 20 million dollars going back into tj
growers pocket. /

"Now the numbers were a wee bit rubbery, but rubbe
EHFDXVH Rl GLUHUHQW IDFHWYV Z
didn’t mind locks because they could mix them up with ot
wools. Our woolhandlers spent all their time separating thjis
and keeping them separate. The woolbuyers would then b
them and mix them all up again. .

"Awool jumper that looks expensive but prills all the timgy . $ X'V‘W U O LDO V DW *R Q 6KH

has got a high content of second cuts and locks in the wol. ) 0
But the buyers didn’'t want to know those numbers becau E\\//VV l\_llv H$QO o ||‘_|PQ SZRDE\I/_ %VORVQR a%\ﬁ '; ij H/OGO 2

theyweremakingmoneyoutofit,andthatwasthekind%wiuDOLD ZKHQ LW ZDV HVWDEOLV

thing we were up against all the time. But you couldn’t %ﬁ!ﬂ i ) .
into a meeting and argue that with them, they didn’t wakiew | couldn’t employ him directly because that would
DYH XSVHW WKH ZKROH WKLQJ 7KH

to know. Otherwise I'd have had a war on my hands an ) 4
didn’t have time for a war! states, so we just consulted with them. They asked for my
"So, we had all these Maori gangs around the Countrysiggjer suggestions and | said | thought there were three other
The Muttaburra example is a great story, they were all frdifpkes that could do the job we wanted done. | suggested
Porangahau_ The kaumatua there was Peter ‘Pumplth'ey have a talk to all three and | would do likewise after
McDonald. They cranked up the school again, got th@ey had decided. , _
shop going, brought some life back into the industry, did an the end Peter Black got the job and the rest is really
wonderful job. history. Without him, | don't thlnk we would have been able
"And that was happening all around the country in thefgget to where we did so quickly. ,
little towns. Not just at Muttaburra. It happened at Mortlake, SO0 that how all that came about. And then it was a matter
with Gundy Tahau, and with the Poka boys in the Riverin®& | JRLQJ WR WKH LQAXHQFHUV DQ
They also had some amazing shearers there — Colin Bosh&@ AXHQFHUV ZLWK WKH ZDQQDEHV I
and Mark Boot, they were all around Broken Hill. You ast the lot. At the end of the day the second cuts and |_Oka
\RXUVHOI GLG WKH\ EHFRPH L QA X menn o 35| pereesti e grayyeaotghe @0 million
3HRSOH ZDQWHG WR EH D >JxQ Véolarsiadl imther pesketsR(tbeyomastprpkably) never
Mark Boot. Teddy Lewis, Jack Dowd — all these good peoygté¥en recognised it!), the gear got shifted from long, medium
knew exactly what we had to do, the same as | did—we hBR G VKRUW EHYHO WR EHLQJ DFWX
to concentrate on getting the gear right. VSHFL,HG WKH ZLGWK RI WKH FRPE
"What we were doing was not without opposition frorf€ manufacturers were all on side with the changes.”
some quarters so we decided we needed to have a beach o o
KHDG VRPHZKHUH RXW RI WKH URSRECONDIESIon PHIMESSIPOAVEIEA X HQ F H U
who could articulate everything we were talking about angut at that particular time, during the wide comb dispute,
who knew it inside out and back to front. So that place wiigre was a change of government in Australia. The Bob
Esperance, an area where sheep numbers had exploded Hdyée-led Labour government had just come in [elected
than anywhere else in WA and people were coming frofD U FK @ DQG LW DSSHDUHG ZDW
Queensland and other states to Esperance to shear bedBa&&ob Hawke, who had a trade union background, was
they knew they could make money there. It was what yg@verning by consensus. He would get a feeling from his
might call a gathering melting pot. people and away he would go and act on that feeling.

, NQHZ 3HWH >3HWHU %ODFN@ z DAltefthg wideqombslisputs wag settlad HHawvikegroposed
setting up a Royal Commission to investigate whether New
Zealanders should be allowed to come to Australia to shear. |
saw this as being contrary to the exemption New Zealanders
had received back in 1905, and that legislation had never
changed. | thought if he rolls with this we're in big trouble.
The New Zealand championships at Te Kuiti were coming
up at the time (1990) so | rang John Fagan to see if he could
arrange for me to have a quiet talk with Jim Bolger. | said | had

Pleasant Point, South Canterbury a couple of questions for him, told John what the questions
Quiality Shearers, Woolhandlers & pressers warlfedwere and so he arranged it for me.
between the months of January - March & June - dictob&uring a quiet moment at the championships | was able to

Competitive wage rates speak with Mr Bolger and told him of my concerns for all the
Call Anthony Frew 0276 148 089 Maori families around Australia and if the Royal Commission
eweneedus@outlook.com went ahead as intended they would all be gone.
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Mr Bolger’s response was to say not to worry about it afid
| assumed from that he had already had discussions Jith The Warrnambool Speedshears
Australia but he said they didn’'t want to upset the clogeThat frequent and long-time Australian visitor to |le
economic ties arrangement with New Zealand already in pldceuiti and the New Zealand Shearing Championsh|ps,

So from there | went back and accused the AWU pf RJHU OLIVXG RI 9LEWRULD UHEFDOO
employing McCarthism tactics and persecuting people gn@peedshear was held in 1989, at a Mortlake Woolsjore,
that got the Commission really upset. But anyway, it whand has been held annually since then, apart fromjtwo
said, out in the open and we went on from there. You migfitovid interruptions. And Roger has taken part in mod, if

say that was a really interesting time in my life!" not all of them. He doesn't have his name on the Honpurs
) Board, but there are some familiar names! (And perlyaps
Introducing Speed Shears no surprise that you haven't won it, Roger!)

"It may not be realised that Jim Robinson from Warrnambdg
and | developed the idea of quick shears. | was sitting at h
one day, watching a game of limited overs cricket and it
fantastic. | started thinking about how boring our sheari
competitions were by comparison. They get up and sh

VKHHS LQ PLOQXWHV $QG ZKD
ZKHQ ¢(QLVKHG" 7KH\ XQKRRN WKH
back on the crowd.

"So we wondered how to change that. | went and sa
old mate of mine, Stan Artridge, and we talked about
problem. Between the two of us we worked out, why do
we get a clock, and three green/red lights, and say ‘Go’
you get two green lights you pass, if you get two red lighjs
you’re out. Simple!

$QG ELQJR WKH VSHHG VKHDU
held at the Warrnambool Shears, by invitation. There
Colin King, Alan MacDonald and several others. We wekh
with invitation only because we weren't sure how it would go."There is some criticism that speed shears have gone too

"The crowd went wild — the back yard of a pub in the middfer, with lambs being shorn in 15 seconds with only 60% of
of the night and the crowd was yelling. We thought, “Yet)e wool left on to start with. But that comes back down to
we've got something here!” And the concept developed frod/f KH QRWLRQ WKDW LW WDNHV ~ SHU
there, speed shears have become very popular all overpgieent of the wool that's got 2.5 percent of the value — belly,
place and so | think that was a good thing we did. crutch, hocks, wigs etc. So that was the initial rationale behind
the sheep preparation.

"We had another idea and we tried it and it worked a treat.
You have six stands and six shearers shearing one hundred
sheep between them. And there’s always going to be one or
two sheep and one or two shearers shearing an extra. If that’s
happening, the others would get in and cheer them on.

"So, if the wool weights were x amount, and a template
used on the preparation, there would be no need to travel the
world. You could have a world championship all on line, and
| think it would make good TV as well. Mainly because it
would all be pre-recorded and replayed in the sequence that
would give you a winner. | reckon somebody smart could
sell that idea to a brewery. But that last person shearing that
ODVW VKHHS \RX G ZDQW WR VHH Wi
his ear, and the crowd right behind him — so there’s another
possibility in there. You could do it world wide and shearers
wouldn’t have to travel to a venue.

"The Warrnambool Shears was an interesting story which
also needs to be told as it formed a bridge with Te Kuiti, and

DFWHG DV D EXuHU IRU PH RQ WKH (L

A lifetime in the industry

"Shearing was always my passion. My iwi associations
are with Tainui, Taranaki, Ngati Toa, Chatham Island and
with Ngati Tama, on the north of the South Island. | grew
XS LQ +DVWLQJV DQG ,fP D ¢IWK JHC

Above: $0D
D

. : DNDQD >ROGH

2 0DF RGDOG DQ6 DYlc ) %%ﬁ%ﬁ%%%& %;Q 3 >ROG|

QN $O0OHQ :KLWH IRU L ,['(f;&) m/éw :
IHDWXUHG LQ TXLWH D IHZ LQFOX%\%% K %% H . VERY SQC

WR WK
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grandfather taught his son to shear, al
his son taught his son to shear.

"When | started shearing there wer|
only two contractors in the Hawkes Ba
area, Bill Meech and my uncle, used {
be a ganger for Stinky. And so eve
year he would pack up a truck loag
of gear and workers and head over
Hastings and work for Stinky. Then he
decided he could make a better deal f
himself by going out on his own ang
as a consequence of that, we all we
with him.

"That's how the industry used work
in those days. People would hop o
the back of a truck and end up i

Rotorua, Whanganui, the Hawkes Ba$
or wherever. It was a real gypsy way of®

life. So that’s the background.
"I also worked for Heiniger in

bove: $OO0OHQ HDJXHV DW WK}

KLWH ZLWK FROO
7TRRZRRPED LQ 6HFRQG OHIW .HOYLQ :KDO
5RVV 3ROORFN DQG -RH 6XOOLYDQ $XVWUDOLD

interesting, sometimes political. My rol

Melbourne for a period. That was preL{

was educating the industry about wht colleague, Darryl Cole (Geraldton):

the gear was doing, why it was doing i
how it was doing it, that sort of thing, ir]

that quite so much, it sort of took me to
far away from the grass roots people
the industry.

"But | was sitting at home one day

order to encourage sales. | didn't enj(}/

Allen White — tribute from long time done. Allen spent many, man

hours developing tools for hi
"Alan just did his job as he saw it instructors to use. He was probabjy

' needed doing, completely ignoring ZDV RQH RI WKH ¢cUVYW W

his supposed job description! He was the shearing process into sectiofs,

a boundary rider, always looking fora and then document it all whils

f better way forward. He would watch liaising with his trainers (not al
and listen, identify the problem, then agreed with his process). He thgn

go to work on the solution. stood back and moved on wit

and | got a phone call from someon
from the equivalent of ACC in Britain

and they asked whether we could majemade sure they had the resources andaround the country today wit

clippers suitable for a cattle beast.
was during the foot and mouth disea
outbreak in Britain in 2001.

"All the cattle were being kept indoors

and the edict was that they couldnft t0 Allen's detriment at times, but hemention unless asked:

be sent to the works in winter time i
they had shit on them, and that mea|
shearing the whole animal. People we
getting kicked and injured while trying
WR VKHDU WKH PXG D(

(To next page)

s

Above: 'DUU\O &ROH ZLW

"He always endeavoured put the the next task, of which there we
right people in the problem's way, many. There are still many shedqs

tools available, then he would get out posters on the wall showing hi

o Of the way and let them get on with hand on a handpiece, instructirjg
solving it. how to shear."”

"In an ego-driven industry this was "A few things he probably won'

ZRXOG MXVW VKUXJ LW HReshbr€xsbedp Bnthe sk of e
htHis criteria was always to try and  Sydney Opera House during t
eimprove and empower the man on  Australian bi-centennial in 198
the ground. with Prince Charles and Princegs
G "M wag ahqut\Ruldipg relation-  Diana in the audience;
VKLSV DQG LPSURYLQ®J Washbr&ibDtkeRnaib bAllREM
between our countries so his people the New York Waldorf Astoria,
could grow and expand their own  overlooking Central Park, fo
horizons. guests who paid $500 a ses
"He could move from a board  quite a sum in those days
room with his briefcase, associating He organized a new suit fOJ
with the country’s leading graziers, our current King on the 200t
out onto the shearing board withhis DQQLYHUVDU\ RI W
toolbox, swap his tie for a towel  of wool from Australia.
which he threw over his shoulder'Allen was always looking for a way
and become one of the boys (not aerward and he loved the Australi
easy task!). experience. He wanted more yourg
"He knew how to work men andNew Zealand shearers to experienge
what questions to ask and what eais so they could broaden their o
to talk to. He never stole credit aorizons and become assets to t
he always fed it back to the rightfullocal community on their return t
ownership. He collated a lot of goodNew Zealand (if they did so).
LGHDV IURP WKH ¢ HO G "Wh ith@t'sLaQodtit U Wl HescdpH G

KH ¢

ir

V

KDQGSLHFH RQ D SROH

':ng)n éﬁéfo@ﬁgﬁgﬁ& is trainers wittor his ability and desire to talk blood

to'get the jolugby at any given opportunity...!"
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"One fellow had the handpiece kicked out of his hand and"But all in all | have to say life's been good to me. I've been
into his cheek and was badly injured. So | got over there abdck in New Zealand since 2015, having gone for a season
put a handpiece on the end of a pole, then put a drill and giitshearing and a holiday that lasted for 40 years. But how
in there and they were able to stand back and shear the aniozal we give recognition and thanks to all those families that
from three or four feet away, without having to get any closezame from the back blocks of New Zealand, Porangahau and

"Then they had a series of modules or displays set up at these places, and who chose to live in Australia, Muttaburra,
Bath Showgrounds (not during Royal Bath & West Show)Mortlake and other places.
demonstrating various things and | was set up with a crusH'Because without them and all the help they gave to
to demonstrate to farmers who were invited to come amde, and the contribution they've made the Australian wool
VHH KRZ WKH\ FRXOG VKHDU WKH Wnduistwy, |bdpih’tthxve déhe vivat IHlid Websoule Be@éarty
without getting themselves hurt. They were told if any farmegsroud of what those people have done."
didn't respond to the invitation, ACC inspectors would go to "l greatly enjoyed my association with many more people
that farm and do a whole of farm inspection. So that wordho contributed greatly to the industry and what we were
got around pretty quickly and the farmers all came to theying to achieve during those years. | think of Bernie Walker
demonstrations. We'd do a demo in the morning and théBuroa Golden Shears) Stan Artridge, John and Mark Conlan,
another one in the afternoon. So that was pretty interestingp u\ 5\DQ -LP 5RELQVRQ :DUUQDPE
| got to see all of England! Morrell, Mike Henderson, Ross McKenzie, and the New

7TKHQ , JRW EDFN WR $XVWUDOLD Zkdhf8dcdrBeR, Jo kit [3a@dRadanPaRIE KingyWitkey
D OLWWOH QDS , ZRNH XS WR ¢ QG Ma¢bbnald, RoDiMKiIdD. - AhdRI@ listiydes<éhlI N V
twin towers going on. That was a sad day.

*kkk k%

There they learned the New Zealand Shearing championships
were taking place just up the road at Te Kuiti. And that got
fencer/shearer Tony interested. Arriving at Te Kuiti, they
proceeded to park their van behind the 'just arrived' car of
Shearingmagazine's editor and that led to a brief chat!

Tony grew up on a farm in WA and started shearing during
school holidays as a 15-year-old. Upon leaving school he
EHFDPH D IXOO WLPH VKHDUHU DQG L
overseas trip, to Ireland and England. His initial contact was
Tipperary contractor John Quigley, who was looking for a
VKHDUHU 7KH ARFNV ZHUH TXLWH VPD
on my way to our third shed after shearing 12 sheep." His work
in England was mainly around Tavistock, in Devon County.

Timely holiday for Aussie Visitors 7KH IROORZLQJ \HDU , ZHQW WR 6S

Western Australians Tony and Kim Sandwell (pictured) tim&f"€ q1u7|t§ Iarrg];e. I tr_}_'ﬂk our biggest day was when fOLlj.r 0:; us 4
their recent two-week holiday in New Zealand to perfectighor€ 1720 sheep. That was a great experience, we lived an

Travelling up through the King Country, the couple ‘cariiePt In the back of a truck.” o
across' agsaevmill ar?d becauseg Kim Wo?lks at a saSvmiII 'bag ese days"T ony is a fulHime fencelr and just “shears for fun
home’', they stopped for a look around. arweekends.” (As you do, if you cant)

DON'T SELL YOUR SADDLE

Don’t give up on dreams.
Take time to see ‘em through.
There is no magic recipe,
hard work makes ‘em come true.

Even when you're struggling,
your friends will stick like glue.
Don't ever sell your saddle,

i '_i.::;-

|Above: <RX FDQ EHW $[OH 5HLG QHYHU VROG KLV V
ZLQQLQJ DQ RSHQ FKDPSLRQVKLS +HUH KH LV EI
RQ ODUFK ZLWK -DPHV OF&RUPLFN RUJDQLVI
DQG $QW )UHZ :H ZHUH DOO UHDOO\ VWRNHG IR

Shearing magazime 117 (Vol 41, No 1) April 2025 Page 12




+HLQLJHU V MRXUQH\ + *L

$V +HLQLJHU $XVWUDOLD 1HZ =H 0DQDJLQJ LUHEWRU
*DU\ /\RQV UHFHQWO\ VWHSS DIWHU GHFDGHV RI
OHDGHUVKLS ZH VSRNH ZLWK KLF H FRPSDQ\TV MRXUQH\
LWV HYROXWLRQ DQG LWV UHF RU VSRQVRUVKLS ZLWK
WKH *ROGHQ 6KHDUV :KLOH UH Q J 'LUHFWRU

*DU\ FRQWLQXHV WR SOD\ D SLY LUPDQ RI WKH

$XVWUDODVLDQ %RDUG RI 'LUHF

Question: Gary, together with Werner Heiniger, yo
founded Heiniger Shearing West Australia Pty Ltd on

March 1989, which later became Heiniger Australia Pty L
Heiniger New Zealand then joined the portfolio a few yeq
later. What inspired you to take that initial leap?

Answer: | saw an opportunity to bring innovation an
quality to the shearing industry, which is so vital to Austra
and New Zealand. This region is at the heart of the glg
wool trade, and | wanted to provide shearers and far
with equipment that would enhance productivity a
precision. What began as a small operation has grown i
trusted, market-leading business, and it's been an incredii#
journey to be part of that transformation.

Question: Heiniger has expanded its product range

VLIQL;FDQWO\ RYHU WKH \HDU R K NKLN | P \
industry? Above: *DU\ /A\ARQV 0DQDJLQJ 'LUHFWRU

Answer: Our growth has always been driven by the neeggestion: Heiniger is now recognised as a market leader.
of the people who use our tools. Starting with shearijghat's been the key to that success?
combs, cutters, handpieces, accessories and shearing plgnts O ¢ . lai .
ZHYYH H[SDQGHG WR RuHU D FRPS OB ‘LPB’%&QOWW. ﬁﬁ 'ﬁﬁ%g&tjﬁ@\ﬂﬁ %,
DQG DQLPDO (EUH SURGXFWV DO J‘Oﬁ%"ﬁ' ]fabrlll X7 A N2 %%%LI%C Hw
In recent years, we've entered the small animal groom prS Du\(;\llnl—% Jri II?D% O'% é’g gg]\?vnlfleG O%?" e I—lIJK/ I

SP\?VP?:{[\)/\% 3gauty sectors, but shearing remains at theaffow us to stay close to customers, understand their needs,

I'm proud that Heiniger has contributed to makin@"d Provide exceptional service.
WKH LQGXVWU\ PRUH HVFLHQW
substantially safer workplace.

W

Above: 7KH +HLQLJHU WHDP DW *RO
+DUULV -RKQQ\ )UDVHU .HYLQ 7K
.LUFKZHJHU -RKQQ\ DQG .HYLQ DU
'DOH DQG 'DQLHO DUH LQ 3HUWK
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SHEARING GEAR ¢

ALTERNATIVE

RING GEAR

LITY ALTERD

$XVWUDODLD WHDP NMiqdley KRIKIQD3LJD

$O0OAH[ $XVWUDOLD 1RHO &R[KH]|
PDQDJHU $QJHOR /XSSL +HDG |
/WG DQG *DBEoWiRRQW\ /\RQV DV KH
L Ghearing 1 R $XIXVWKH ¢UVW HGL
E\ /DVW 6LGH 3XEOLVKLQJ

Question: Heiniger recently became a major sponsor of t

+HLQLJHU ZLWK VXFK DQ LFRQLF

competitors from around the world, highlighting the craft’

DUWLVWU\ DQG SURIHVVLRQDOLV
commitment to supporting the industry and connecting wi
the global shearing community.

Question: What's next for you and Heiniger?

Answer: While retiring as Managing Director, I'm excited
to remain involved as Chairman of Heiniger’s Australasia
Board of Directors. Heiniger is in excellent hands, and I'r
FRQ¢GHQW WKH FRPSDQ\ ZLOO FR
Sponsoring the Golden Shears underscores our dedica
to this incredible industry.

, ZRXOG VSHFL;FDOO\ OLNH WR
me throughout my journey. | have made many, many frien
and literally thousands of acquaintances. | have many fo
memories of the road to success. At times it was tough, |
| enjoyed every minute of the past four decades!

Summary: Gary'’s legacy is one of innovation, leadership
and dedication. As he steps into his new role, Heinigef
future remains bright, with a continued focus on supportir
excellence in shearing.

* k k k k%

Southern base for Hemlger

By Brendan Guerin

While Heiniger is best known as the
world’s leading manufacturer of shear-
ing gear, the Swiss-based company
has recently taken steps to broaden its
rural product portfolio.

Managing Director of Heiniger
New Zealand, Gary Lyons, says it's
all part of a new growth sirategy for
the region which will see the company
double sales within five years.

Heiniger NZ managing director, Gary
Lyons, based in Perth.

“With a major commitment to re-
search and development, Heiniger is
at the vanguard of rural product inno-
vation, with a quality range of prod-

ucts endor;ed by leadmﬂ shearers
LT

“*Now that livestock industries are
surging, our performance is stronger
than ever, enabling further expansion
of the business,” he said.

“As major wool producers, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand are the two
biggest markets for Heiniger’s shear-
ing business.”

Mr Lyons said Heiniger New Zea-
land had recently announced a restruc-
tre of its distribution arrangements,
which included the relocation of its
New Zealand office from Wellington
1o Christchurch, effective from 2 Sep-
tember 2002. Distribution facilities
had also been relocated from Auck-
land to Christchurch

“These moves bring Heiniger
closer to its New Zealand customer
base, which will ultimately deliver a
superior level of service to shearers,
wool growers and rural resellers.

“This is a people business and we

believe it's all about servicing those j

people from a strong local base with
a high level of technical know-how
and back-up support.”

I
Mr Lyons said Heiniger Australia

was poised to launch several new
shearing products shortly, including
a new cutter called the Xtreme™,
which would deliver a welcome safety
bonus for shearers.

*The Xtreme™ incorporates sev-
eral new features designed to elimi-
nate what shearers often refer to as a

SRl

Casey
Christc]
Zealan
produ
Heinig

ibility
must hf
pabilit]
service
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New Champ Toa: "Dream it, believe it, achieve it!"

%\ 'RXJ /DLQJ 6KHDULQJ 6SRUWYV 1&7R FRPH Ru ¢UVW DQG KROG WKH W
7KH PLOHY KDYH SDLG Ru IRU PR \fhah ehthing e daikl UMy KvEEDRDIGEDY, KahtiDny fartdily,
Toa Henderson who, on Masterton's most famous Saturdagt everyone back in Kaiwaka knows what it means.”
QLIJKW EHFDPH WKH (UVW (UVW W HerderdiOHadH goné Kibsb th\Wvidring @ GoldEnCEhaaw
in 15 years to win shearing’s glamour prize. title before, in the Senior grade in 2008, when beaten only
Notorious for his trips from tiny Kaiwaka [20km nortlby older brother Tane Henderson.
RI :HOOVIRUG@ WR VKHDULQJ FRP % $idr&\sevR@Ql VedddIrRAsfr&lia WerOke cBrRing@atd td
including one-day lower North Island excursions of six &tart his long campaign with a win at the Warkworth A&P
seven hours each way, often sharing the wheel with fatBow in March 2019.
Mike, the 34-year-old Henderson won with remarkableHe had three wins the following season, including venturing
FRPIRUW LQ D ¢ QDO WKDW VW D U Wd6@h Zo.v@rHatRABitH <@ven| tidys Welork the2aPD RSboi@eb W
of defending champion Leon Samuels, eight-times winnekK HDUV EHIRUH FRQWLQXLQJ KLV TX
Rowland Smith, four-times winner John Kirkpatrick an@ LQV LQ .QDOV LQ WKH VHD
YLFWRU *DYLQ OXWFK LQ WKH T X2 Ww¥é khe hNQ Dranke® Qpan \éheRrer lasd Be@sdn, with
Henderson was the fastest on the night, shearing his 20ZLQV LQ (QDOV +H DOVR ZRQ ER\
sheep in 16min 15.7sec on Stand 1, eight seconds quIdk& XWKHUQ 6KHDUV ¢QDOV LQ JHEUXD!
WKDQ HLJKW WLPH ¢(¢QDOLVW DQG/VRORFDOPSHLLQUDOXIPWKRGHHRYEIHDOD
Buick at the other end of the board, ultimately the runner-upeanwhile, two-times world individual woolhandling
as Henderson won by 2.13pts. champion Joel Henare claimed his 11th consecutive Golden
Third was Riverton shearer Casey Bailey, runner-upShears open woolhandling title, beating 2023-2024 New
KLV ¢UVW *ROGHQ 6KHDUV 2SHQ ¢ Zxbldadd@présentatdia Paide Q0RO oldchaxpldadhips
VFRULQJ WKH EHVW TXDOLW\ SR L Qapr¥sdntive@agurkRinede \Ah 2028 seNidkwRie s iHowF
VRXWKHUQ KRSHV ZKR (¢OOHG WKH UWWDHQ@UQR SHMDDRKER'OKDQGOHU 9LQ
Marlborough shearer Angus Moore, the 2007 seniorODVWHUWRQ ¢(JXUHG DPRQJ WKH P
champion and since three times winner of the Natioddraham winning the PGG Wrightson Vetmed National
Shearing Circuit, was fourth in what was his second Golqag
6KHDUV RSHQ ¢QDO 6RXWKODQG
WK RSHQ ¢(¢QDO ZDV (IWK LQ WK

%UHWW 5REHUWY DQRWKHU UV HUV
won the Golden Shears senior title in 2014, after which
graduated to open class.

:KLOH WKRVH DZDLWLQJ WKH ¢£QD XUL
RQ DQ\ RI WKH ¢QDOLVWY FODLPL S ZH

away on the truck, Henderson was sure of enjoying sud
triumph some day.

“I've been dreaming of this since | was this high,”
said, hovering his hand at about toddler height, and he
had visions of “holding this trophy” and of the moment t
whanau and other supporters from north belted into Ng
Whatua haka Ko te Puru. “l used to dream of this mome

Above: OLNH +HQGHUVRQ DQG ZK D Qell
SOHDVXUH DW 7RD V PRPHQWMRsit&R|OF
7TRD +HQGHUVRQ VKDUHV WKHLU H]J
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6KHDULQJ &LUFXLW QDO IRU D VMhdR&h&rigL PKH FRDLRIUQV KIH BWIDFH ¢ Q
in the 2025-2026 New Zealand team with Henderson, antivo-man South Island head-to-head, between 16-year-old
Eketahuna's Ngaio Hanson, who retained her place @gmaru shearer Tye Meikle, whose 12 wins throughout the
¢QLVKLQJ VHFRQG LQ WKH 1RUW Kseagdd B QeBnost 1By @iy Eh€at ot vipdlh&ndlgriivahywgrade
2SHQ ¢QDO RQ 6DWXUGD\ DIWHU iQ RR4AR028, labdPédoywHutlsdd,@HHakartdilwig had to
Hebert is ineligible, now representing Cook Islands on tieH WDONHG LQWR HQWHULQJ D FRPS
international scene. weeks ago. After beating Meikle in his two outings Hudson
Il had to be talked into going to Masterton for the Shears.
%RWK ZHUH EHDWHQ WR WKH ¢QL\
DKLOO RI &RXQW\ OD\R ZKR VKRUH
who had to settle for third place as the young southern

International: The Australian shearing team of Daniesi’tI
Mcintyre, Nathan Meaney and Jamie Boothman beat t

New Zealand team of Leon Samuels, Jack Fagan and Cfir
Vickers in the trans-Tasman shearing test, having also s came through with the quality.

by a big margin at Katanning, West Australia, last Octob g—|udson claimed the vaunted red ribbon by just 0.435pts

A New Zealand team of Rimene and Hanson won t . RS ; 4
woolhandling test on Friday night. &otrr]]\i/\rl]a{%g% Meikle's bid to win the event his father had

Senior and Intermediate shearing:Young Wairoa The 19-year-old Hudson, who works for Gore contractor
shearers Bruce Grace and Ryka Swann saved some Jaceie McConachie, has the distinction of already having
for Hawke’s Bay after the region’s rare absence from ttERQ RQ WKUHH GLUHUHQW FODVVHYV |
2SHQ ¢QDO E\ ZLQQLQJ WKH 6HQL R twll vepGat | Qrivgdiei) ¢hH SIlamuery-laxhBs-2 B lhbur® later
. QDOV UHVSHFWLYHO\ *UDFH at he WiNteh A&PLShoR s<riatiovel eressbra’l Brlgzhearing
champion John Kirkpatrick and had all season challengdthmpionships, and the second-shear ewes of the Golden
for senior honours with Laura Bradley, from Papataw@hears. He also won on second shear ewes at Apiti, near
between Dannevirke and Woodville, and Oamaru shedreilding, seven days before the Golden Shears.

John Cherrington, the trio having collectively won 21 of t
cQDOV WKURXJKRXW WKH FRXQW

Bradley had won 10, Cherrington 6, and Grace 5, butin

VKHHS ¢QDO *UDFH ¢(QLVKHG ¢U
best quality points, and beat runner-up Cherrington by m
than four points overall, while Bradley was fourth.

Ryka Swann’s win in the intermediate shearing fin
secured him his second Golden Shears championship, a
age of just 19. He won the Novice title at the age of 14 i
2020, and sister Ashlin won last year, aged 15.

outhland’s woolhandling honour: The senior and
%c;)r woolhandling titles both went to Southland-based
Yy

etjtgrs, headed by, th ni in.to, ra teenager

EI'ecrt?‘,s 129"?nonths‘\0 aﬂ%rﬁt%%v%‘n hw.l]%tr%‘ér title. She
n from three North Island opponents to record her second
nior win, having won at Lumsden in January, but it was a
%e call with victory coming by less than two points from
ifa

na Keefe, from Raupunga.
7KH -XQLRU ¢QDO SURYLGHG WKH ¢ U

Despite being more than two years into a building car smine Emery, from Qamaru, with a comfortable margin

Swann continues to do the shearing shows with Ashlin, jm runner-up Grace Croasdale, of Eketahuna.
twin sister, Shawna, and dad Paul, all travelling from tRESULTS: 23rd Golden Shears International Shearing and
family farm west of Wairoa. Swann shore the eight sheep/Meolhandling Championships, 27 Feb - 1 Mar 1 2025:

P V WKH RQO\ ¢QDOLVW WR FXWt{@@paltransFasman\@resringEtrsi(ld sheepp ¢
FORVH LQ WKH ¢QDO FRXQW ZLWKMeinows wy ‘fq@'P%%@C’E‘]\'SM%WWJS"a“aSIw el

. ; ; ; Intyre 16m 91s,6 pts; Jamie Boothman 16m 88s,
from runner-up and 2024 Junior winner Kaivah Co0perygseuic- Nathan Meaney 15m 55.936s, 72.547pts) 210.991pts

Napier workmate of senior winner Bruce Grace. beat New Zealand (Leon Samuels 15m 29.921s, 70.246pts;
Jack Fagan 16m 57.368s, 79.668pts; Chris Vickers 19m 0.76s,
83.288pts) 233.402pts. R

Trans-Tasman WoolhandlingTest AHHFHVY £+ ORQJ
merino): New Zealand (Pagan Rimene/Ngaio Hanson) 348.24pts
EHDW $XVWUDOLD 7LuDQ\ &ROOLQV $0

Shearing:

Golden Shears Open final (20 sheep)foa Henderson
(Kaiwaka) 16m 15.779s, 55.389pts, 1; David Buick (Pongaroa)
16m 23.437s, 57.522pts, 2; Casey Bailey (Riverton) 17m
55.916s, 58.896pts, 3; Angus Moore (Ward) 16m 55.644s,
58.982pts, 4; Nathan Stratford (Invercargill) 17m 56.574s,
60.929pts, 5; Brett Roberts (Mataura) 17m 49.587s, 61.529pts, 6.
3** ;:ULJKWVRQ 9HWPHG 1DWLRQDO® 6KH
sheep — 3 merino, 3 long strongwool, 3 Corriedale, 3 lambs,
3 second-shear): Paerata Abraham (Masterton) 17m 7.809s,
64.46pts, 1; Angus Moore (Ward) 17m 51.273s, 67 764pts, 2;
Gavin Mutch (Scotland/Dannevirke) 17m 36.893s, 70.645pts, 3;
Justin Meikle (Oamaru) 18m 18.946s, 70.677pts, 4; Axle Reid
(Taihape/Waipawa) 18m 21.249s, 70.722pts, 5; Casey Bailey
(Riverton) 19m 45.122s,72.186pts, 6.

*ROGHQ 6KHDU V(18 sh@dpR Brugeddree (Wairoa/
Napier) 12m 36.551pts, 45.078pts, 1; John Cherrington
(Oamaru) 12m 48.356s, 49.168pts, 3; Tommy Stevenson
(Ruawai) 13m 6.949s, 49.677pts, 3; Laura Bradley (Papatawa)
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Above: :-DKLQH WRD GRLQJ WKH KDUG
SHQV DW *ROGHQ 6KHDUV )URP
3DOPHU (O\WH 2 &RQQRU DQG 0LO(

Above: .HYLQ %XFNPDQ IURP $SLWL VKHE
DW *ROGHQ 6KHDUV 1RW KLV ¢UVW \
ZRQ WKH 6HQLRU WLWOH LQ LQ
*UDKDP +XJKHV 3DKLDWXD %HQ %LV
JHLOGLQJ -RKQ ODJHH 7H 3XNH DQC
OXLU ZRXOG VXEVHTXHQWO\ PDNH WK

¢QLVKLQJ IRXUWK DQG VHFRQG U

Above: 3BURIHVVRU DQG SXSLO = -R
NQRZOHGJH RI FRPEV QHHGHG WR >
IXWXUH VHQLRU FKDPSLRQ 9% UXF Hijpy¥
RI WKH DGYLFH

Above: (YHU\ ZRQGHUHG KRZ WKRVH SUL
DW *ROGHQ 6KHDUV SURJUHVV OLNH
DQG QLJKWV",W V EHFDXVH Rl &DWK 7
PDWH ODU\ /HLJK 5\DQ ZRUNLQJ WLUF
PDWFKLQJ XS QDPHV DQG SRLQWV DQ
ULEERQV 3XUSOH DQG UHG ULEERQV |

6RPH RI RXU MXGJHV DUH ORRNLQJ
LW V WLPH ZH LQVWD O®RRIWIW P gWH 24
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14m 1.22s, 50.891pts, 4; Aiden Tarrant (Mapiu) 13m 10.9684udent Shearing Challeng€2 sheep relay): Smedley Station
52.718pts, 5; Cody Waihape (Gore) 14m 49.638s, 56.732pt¢Bdadley Anderson/Jordan Miles) 5m 14.011s, 22.201pts, 1;
*ROGHQ 6KHDUYV |, QW&dhéxH) GRykaVEWant-AHS@-eilding High School (Hunter Wigglesworth/Cody
(Wairoa) 9m 58.67s, 38.428pts, 1; Kaivah Cooper ( Nppitlall) 6m 2.299s, 25.115pts, 2; Pukemiro Station (Holly Bird/
10m 42.722s, 38.886pts, 2; Lachie Cameron (PohangiBan Solomann) 7m 59.632s, 31.468pts, 3; Pukemiro Station
11m 40.881s, 41.914pts, 3; Sarah Bryant (Arohena) 12@liver Selby/Sam Short) 8m 21.152s, 31.558pts, 4; Elite
10.051s, 44.253pts, 4; Hamuera Henderson (Kaiwaka) 1@ool Industry Training (Charlie Bennett/Charlie Kjestrup) 7m
19.061s, 50.333pts, 5; Tomos Jones (Dolwyddelan, Wales) 1Bn009s, 34.5pts, 5; Otiwhiti farming school (Ngahuia Salmond/
10.461pts, 51.903pts, 6. Jared Topless) 6m 42.962s, 36.648pts, 6.

Golden Shears Junior final (5 sheep): Paddy HudsonSpeedshears:

(Hokonui) 7m 20.526s, 28.426pts, 1; Tye Meikle (Oamaru) 7&(aSHQ ¢ QDO &KULV 'LFNVRQ ODVWHUW
29.213s, 28.861pts, 2; Joseph Scahill (Mayo, Ireland) 7m 4.9§%¢ales) 14.91s, 2; Brett Roberts (Mataura) 16.804s, 3.
37.048pts, 3; Tamati Dennison (Kurow) 8m 55.466s, 37.173psHQLRU ¢ QDO %URGLH +RUUHOO *RUH
4; Tom Clarkson (Martinborough) 8m 3.643s, 37.782pts, 5; TréBhgland) 20.611s, 2; Callum Bosley (England) 20.635s, 3.
Alabaster (Taihape) 8m 22.34s, 38.517pts, 6.

*ROGHQ 6KHDUV (2L§hefep): Hurge® WigglesworthWoolhandling:

(Marton) 5m 28.593s, 23.43pts, 1; Ben Solomann (Taupo) B OGHQ 6KHDUV 2 MBI REIDD® ORQJIZRRI
8.43s, 25.422pts, 2; Angus Monk (Masterton) 4m 48.388bear): Joel Henare (Gisborne/Motueka) 187.514pts, 1; Tia
26.419pts,3;Jess Gooding (Featherston) 7m 25.279s, 27.26Rptse (Harataunga) 198.89pts, 2; Pagan Rimene (Alexandra)
5; Charlie Kjestrup (Weber) 5m 54.984s, 27.749pts, 5; Cod§0.372pts, 3; Vinniye Phillips (Taumarunui) 294.35pts, 4.

Hall (Hawera) 6m 59.451s, 30.473pts, 6. IRUWK ,VODQG :RROKDQGOLQJ &LUFX
Women'’s Invitation (6 sheep): Laura Bradley (Paparawa) 8mvool, 3 second-shear): Keryn Herbert (Te Kuiti) 87.286pts, 1;
8.402s, 31.92pts, 1; Lydia Thomson (Rangiora) 10m 10.198gaio Hanson (Eketahuna) 126.678pts, 2; Marika Braddick
37.01pts, 2; Kate Donald (Scotland) 8m 48.319s, 38.416ptgEketahuna) 138.34pts, 3; Jasmin Tipoke (Martinborough/
Pagan Rimene (Alexandra) 8m 57.365s, 40.868pts, 4; Emiiapier) 146.792pts, 4.

Kendrick (Feilding) 10m 50.298s, 48.685pts, 5; Cushla Abrahani O G H Q 6KHDUV 6HORRQRIZRRO AHHFHYV
(Masterton) 10m 52.844s, 57.982pts, 6. (Mataura) 145.41pts, 1; Tatijana Keefe (Raupunga) 147.294pts,
Regional Challenge(7 sheep — 3 long wool, 4 second-shead; Chloe Henderson (Hunterville) 172.41pts, 3; Tre Ratana
North Island West (Jack Fagan/Taelor Tarrant) 8m 3.1Bgjiascia (Taihape) 180.88pts, 4.

30.726pts, 1; South Island Region 3 (Justin Meikle/JoMROGHQ 6KHDUV -XQLRU ¢(QDO ORQ
Cherrington) 8m 28.577s, 33.149pts, 2; Central Region 1 (An@imery (Oamaru) 133.016pts, 1; Grace Croasdale (Eketahuna)
Moore/Timo Hicks) 8m 14.118s, 33.276pts, 3; North Island Edst8.634pts, 2; Capree Wallace (Taihape) 168.314pts, 3; Marilyn
(Bruce Grace/Josef Winders) 8m 31.641s, 34.302pts, 4; Nattrris (Ohai) 151.948pts, 4.

Island North (Toa Henderson/Tommy Stevenson) 8m 4.82@sxlden Shears Novice final(2 fleeces): Char Taylor
35.241pts, 5; South Island Region 4 (Brett Roberts/Dre Robeigasterton/Cheviot) 101.858pts, 1; Riria Moanaroa (Eketahuna)
8m 18.193s, 35.765pts, 6. 114.362pts, 2; Autumn Amoroa (Whakatane) 131.258pts, 3;
Maori Pakeha Teams Event(12 sheep): Hemi Braddick/Piata Eruera (Eketahuna) 148.67pts, 4.

Justin Meikle 10m 43.005s, 42.99pts, 1; Chris Dickson/Dig | .

Balme 11m 11.139s, 43.477pts, 2; David Gordon/Ant Fr Opfefls'”g.- Nabier) 67.6ts 1: J Good

12m 14.221s, 44.461pts, 3; Simon Goss/Clay Harris 1191 Q1 Ei?ggssibvenzs( apier) 67.6pts 1; Jeremy Goodger
11.481s, 44.654pts, 4: Lionel Taumata/Aaron Haynes 1ingsterton) 129.35pts, 2.

. ; HQ TV gavamaah King (Masterton) 108.8pts, 1; Mollie
59.881s, 45.324pts, 5; Shane Ratima/Peter Clendon 14m 5.868s;,
54.293pts, 6. 8 uHWW +DVWLQJV SWV

Pairs final: Jeremy Goodger/James Goodger (Masterton)
32.45pts, 1; Shyla Gordon/Joseph Gordon (Masterton) 40.85pts, 2.
Triathlon (shearing, woolhandling, woolpressing):Jeremy
Goodger (Masterton) 160.556pts, 1; Ricci Stevens (Napier)
162.868pts, 2; Joseph Gordon (Masterton) 199.224pts, 3; Cushla
Graham (Masterton) 207.802pts, 4.

Quality Awards:

FMG Best Quality in shearing heats:Junior — Tom Clarkson
(Martinborough) 3pts; Intermediate — Owen Martin Jones
(Llangollen, Wales) 3.34pts; Senior — John Cherrington
(Oamaru) 3.5pts; Open —Nathan Stratford (Invercargill) 2.8pts.
Local: Junior Tom Clarkson (Martinborough) 3pts; Intermediate
— Cushla Abraham (Masterton) 7.66pts; Senior — Daniel Seed
(Pahiatua) 5.25pts; Open — Hemi Braddick (Eketahuna) 4.2pts.
%HVW TXDOLW\ SRLQ\dmior-QPaiyHHDA$eQ J ¢
(Hokonui) 6.4pts; Intermediate — Kaivah Cooper (Napier)
6.75pts; Senior — Bruce Grace (Wairoa/Napier) 7.24pts; Open
— Casey Bailey (Riverton) 5.1pts.

R.E.O’Hara Memorial Trophy (best quality points all shearing
,QDOV &DVH\ %DLOH\

Les Field Memorial Trophy Best Quality points in wool-
handling heats:Junior — Ashley McConnon (Tasmania) 39pts,
1; Senior — Kelly Barrett (Kawhia) 72pts; Open — Monica Potae
(Kennedy Bay) 52pts, 3.

Above: 3 DHUDWD $EUDKDP ZRQ WKH QDWLRQDO PXOWL EUHHGYV FLUFXLW
IRU WKH VHFRQG WLPH KDYLQJ SUHYLRXVO\ GRQH VR LQ
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MOBILE 027 489 2356
PHONE 03 689 1197

s, We have experienced staff available for"\
e shearmg crnssbreeds & Merinos.

"“‘. n_ Good old fashwned semce."’"

w ‘Weare always Ioukmg for experlenced

reluahle, drug -free stm:f for ¢ our busy main

shear & pre -lamb seasoniTTop rates offered
}ahuve NZS(A re commended rates.

’S hi(?ntemuWruugh to Otag )

*h

\ .

Opposne JHLOGLQJ V 5RVV 0XLU FRPSHWL
HYHQW DW *ROGHQ 6KHDUV ,W ZDV D
ZKR KDV VSHQW KLV OLIH LQ WKH LQG
WKH VLGHADW HZZHUBKULVWLQH DQG G
DQG -DQLQH

Above: ,\W ZDV DOVR (¢UVW WLPH DW *RO
DQG *ZHQGD -RQHV IURP ODUOERURXJ
MXGJHVY DOWKRXJK &KULV KDV FRPSH
DV D ViGH®WHNLULD ,RDQH %OXHV 1R
*ROGHQ 6KHDUV <HV ZH EHOLHYH LW
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%\ 'HVY :LOOLDPV
$FFRUGLQJ WR WKDW (QH+XBPMN®HH
) L @dmne and other classics) there are lies, damned lies
VWDWLVWLFV LWKRXW GRXEW

grab headlines and make you read something that you
otherwise ignore. Consider — “Five thousand people went
for a mid-winter swim at Dunedin’s St Clair beach today.

So when we writers want to impress our readers we of '
look for a strong statistic, or the indication of size — “Sizg

caught in the Clutha River ...” “The smallest baby born jn-
New Zealand weighed a mere ..." e

You get the picture. And even in the shearing industry, '§'i‘
can sometimes be guilty of these little deceptions. But'y
safeguard ourselves with some good old fudging: “What'i DPWKHPDWLFLDQV DQG *ROGHQ 6KHDI

believed to be the biggest mob of sheep ever shorn in ongy, in order to keep you in suspense no longer, we can now
shed went through the portholes at Strugglers Ridge Farmagkal the exact year that drew the most entries: 1980. Five
month ..." Whatis believed? Who believes it? The writer whundred seems to be the yardstick: 1968 — 517 entries. 1970
did some quick research (asked his neighbour) not extendingps entries. 1971 — 516 entries. 1980 — 603 entries. 1982
beyond his own memory of events. — 554 entries. 1988 — 551 entries. 2012 — 500 entries. 2020

But, thanks to Golden Shears stalwarts Stephen Siemonejo2 entries 2025 — 534 entries (from programme count).
and Scotty Stewart, never again will we be able to say, “Th&o there you have it — 1980, which was a world

Golden Shears dremhat is believetb be a record number Ofchampionships year with 603 entries1 made up of 179 open

entries this year, with (a big number) of competitors struttiggearers, 184 senior shearers, 138 intermediate shearers anc
WKHLU VWXu DW WKH :DU OHPRULDE? faMok GNete Pwoolhandling and woolpressing singles
Because Stephen and Scotty have done the researchyaid introduced in 1986: novice shearin%was introduced
SURGXFHG WKH ¢(JXUHV $Q DPD]LRJdgRG\ RI ZRUN WKDW FRXOG
keep any self-respecting statistician drooling for hours. Theirhe smallest number of entries turned up in 1961 (216),
labours include competitor numbers annually for each gragig4 (298) and 1997 (326). By decades, the numbers are
of shearing, woolhandling and pressing; numbers of shegos — 4195; 1970s — 4588; 1980s — 4831; 1990s — 3645;
required for each event and where (what properties) th&)00s — 3872; 2010s — 4191; 2020s — 1454 (Shears not held

came from, and much more. 2021, 2022).
Will we ever see 179 open shearers come to try their luck
again, as they did in 19807 Not likely. Will numbers again
MAHO NY SH EAR I N G fall to 65, as they did in 2023 (the year of recovering from
NAP | ER the Covid pandemic)? We hope not.

With all else considered, the Golden Shears open
championship remains THE big prize in world competition
TEL 06 835 9571 or 021 423 886 (Brendan) || shearing. “If you don’t win the Golden Shears you won't be

Email: b.i.mahonv@xtra.co.nz remembered,” said a former 16-times champion who shall
remain nameless.

And there remains in the distant memory a little talk
delivered by the late, great Ivan Bowen, many long years
ago. lvan had heard tell of a shearer who was doing a bit
of skiting because he had won the Golden Shears. Forever
remembered as the inaugural open champion in 1961, lvan
had to do some investigating about the young man's claims.

“He won the JUNIOR Golden Shears,” Ivan said, not
quite derisively, but as if to make the point (valid) that many
had won Golden Shears titles in lower grades but the Open
” : championship — well, that is something else altogether.
Permanent positions for quality shearers and shedhands  ag if to emphasise Ivan's point, Toa Henderson became
just the 26th shearer to win the Open championship, in 2025.

*kkk k%

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
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COMPETITOR NUMBERS 1991

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
OPEN SHEARING 86 85 83 74 81 112 83 82 78 81
SENIOR SHEARING 79 75 64 69 72 90 57 52 43 49
INTERMEDIATE SHEARING 75 66 65 56 43 56 46 51 44 42
JUNIOR SHEARING 57 39 37 44 37 51 39 38 32 35
NOVICE SHEARING # # # # # # # 12 15 21
TOTAL SHEARERS 297 265 249 243 233 309 225 235 212 228
OPEN WOOLHANDLING 20 26 32 22 21 17 23 36 39 40
SENIOR WOOLHANDLING 42 46 30 28 23 26 20 28 18 27
JUNIOR WOOLHANDLING 12 38 27 32 52 45 34 33 40 36
NOVICE WOOLHANDLING  # # # # # # # # # #
TOTAL WOOLHANDLERS 74 110 89 82 96 88 77 98 97 103
WOOLPRESSING SINGLES 7 8 1" 9 18 16 10 11 13 10
WOOLPRESSING WOMENS # # # # # # # # # 8
WOOLPRESSING PAIRS 8 13 10 7 15 13 14 14 12 8
NOVICE WOOLPRESSING  # # # # # # # # # #
T TOTAL WOOLPRESSES 15 21 21 16 33 29 24 25 25 26
TOTAL COMPETITORS 386 396 359 341 362 426 326 358 334 357

Above $ VDPSOH RI WKH

| Above *ROGHQ 6KH

VWDWLVWLFDO VXPPDU\ RI DOO WKLQJV *ROGHQ 6

| 6ZDQQ .DLYDK &RRSHU
7RPRV -®ddié: %RE JUDQFLV

VXSSRUWHU R *BRIOVGIEMQ * RIOMGOIHOQY 6 KHD UV

3KLOLS ORUULVRQ

:LOOLH

% XLFN

IDFKLH &DPHURQ
IRUPHU ODVWH

6DP 6D

| . DOORIFH *ROGHQ 6KHDUV 3DWURQ /DXULH .

S
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR WOOL

1HZV 5HOHDVH 6XSSOLHG $SULO g
Today’s announcement that around 130 Government ager
ZLOO EH UHTXLUHG WR XVH ZRROQO™
or renovating is a big deal for Kiwis and “a massive reliefi
says Campaign for Wool NZ (CFWNZ) General Manager K§
Biggs (pictured opposite). g

“We are ecstatic about this government policy. It's this typets
work that could really shift the dial for the entire New Zealand ] o ]
wool industry.” who doesn’t want fewer microplastics in our oceans or synthetic

CFWNZ was at the Beehive when Deputy Prime Ministee URGXFWV FORJJLQJ RXU ODQG¢0O0 °
the Rt Hon Winston Peters, and Ministers Nicola Willis One of CFWNZ's New Zealand ambassadors, architect
and Mark Patterson shared the news that from July 1, 2d2%phen McDougall, was also in attendance at Parliament
new procurement requirements will see construction Y RGD\ DQG .DUD VD\V WKH QRW IRU
Government-owned buildings that cost $9 million and mogdaring the announcement with its global patron, lifelong
DQG UHIXUELVKPHQWYV RI D Q GrvirpppentxligtHiy Maigsiy Oy ¢ ”‘?(EW}H

“It was a wonderful atmosphere,” says Kara. “Everyone in®7 KLV GHFLVLRQ KDV WKH SRWHQWLL
attendance today recognises that this is incredibly encoura%mwt”esy and other governments, to listen, learn and follow.
news for wool growers, manufacturers, innovators aftg fantastic to see we have a Government willing to stand
consumers. These are big projects, big budgets, and lot@esfind such a solid policy and support an important industry.”
homegrown New Zealand wool being used instead of harmful, *ok ok K kK
toxic, micro-plastic emitting synthetics.”

7KH VWURQJ ZRRO DGYRFDF\ QR
about— and instrumental in overturning — Government age H ELP US
decisions that had previously excluded wool carpets from be
FRQVLGHUHG IRU SXEOLF EXLOGLEA\RNA\N =

Today’s news is “just what we were hoping for,” sa
Kara. “For many years now, our strong wool growers ha OUR GAME
been pleading for the Government to choose quality woo \
products when building and renovating state buildings. T IN TH E G
NQRZ DV ZHOO DV ZH GR WKDW WKH LQJ
and long-lasting — it's natural, durable, moisture-wickin WOO LSH ED ! e
ADPH UHVLVWDQW K\SRDOOHUJHQ :

"And these are attributes that will outlast the people livi
and working in these buildings today and tomorrow —we kn{ ~ 7DKL 1JAWDKL LV DQ R QriakeXsHeaSimyDriate Rityetive fo
that today’s policy decision will positively impact the ney  thatuses video clips to pass on skills - new entrants.
. " and safety tips to farmers, shearing .
generation and beyond. e il e e 7DKL 1JAWDKL V SDUYW RI 2
Kara recognises that mandating wool for use in Governm} & (o to ;e‘/'_tlf't')se,“t‘e W‘iOL'UdtUStt;y
HP'H 5 H - ana will be Integratea Into the
buildings, where appropriate, alsq gives New Zealand str reduce common injuries by JRYHUQPHQW V QHZ| P |
ZR R O JURZHUV FR Q < GH Q FH WKD W 30% and prolong careers training initiative Kaiaka Wool 5 DW
the highest level. “Our farmers are reassured and relie build a stronger, more skilled ~ Industry Training NZ.
and excited to see the beginnings of a shift taking place — workforce

where wool is no longer a struggling by-product but positio
to take its place as a pillar of our economy.”

She’s also heartened that many of New Zealand’s comme
businesses are already installing New Zealand wool prod | For business support to make the best use of the programme, plea:

LQ WKHLU RVFH VSDFHV 3, WKLQN RES ez Ko 0y sl e ReeYo o e X ey G D \
provides an important opportunity for more Kiwi organisatio
to pick up the baton and create their own internal policieg
ensure consideration of wool products when building a TAHI wgiii"uew ZEALAND
renovating their own public or commercial spaces.” NGATAHI \\Ls SHEARING

$QG WRGD\TV GHFLVLRQ EHQH¢{W -

PRVW H[FLWLQJ QDWXUDO ¢(EUH LQ
biodegrades at the end of its long life. “I don’t know anyo

| Visitwww.tahingatahi.co.nand sign up to show your support for tt
great industry.

o~ womxsar= |
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THE MEN FROM NORTH 0TAT
10 CAVE THEIR LIVES FORTHE Er
\

Above: BHYHUDO JUDGXDWHVY RI SRVW PLGGOH D
+RWHO WR KHOS IRUPHU *ROGHQ 6KHDUV ZRR
VHFRQG OHIW FHOHEUDWH KLV WK ELUWKG
*LEVRQ DQG -RKQ 7DQJQH\ SXEOLFDQ DQG H|
7KH JURXS VLWV ZLWK WKH VFXOSWXUH RI D OR
%DWWOH RI &UHWH GXULQJ :RUOG :DU ,, 7KH
EXW 7HG V VWRU\ ZDV FDSWXUHG LQ YHUVH PD
/HW WKLV SDJH EH RXU $1=$& WULEXWH WR D(

The Soldier Who Never Came Home
There's a bottle of beer in the Waihao Forks bar
From the rest of the shelves it stands out like a star
For its shape is old fashioned and just might perplex
And the label proclaims that it's Ballins Four X.

It was bought long a go by a young soldier brave,
2Q KLV ¢QDO OHDYH WKHUH WK
'‘Don't sell it or break it, just keep it in store,

And we'll drink it when | come back from the war.'

He was killed overseas on the island of Crete,
When they battled it out with the German elite;
There's a headstone but nobody knows where he lies
If he sleeps his last sleep 'neath the seas or the skies

But the bottle still stands in the country hotel,

A memorial strange for the soldier who fell;

And travellers and locals take time out to think
Of the soldier who never came back for his drink.

Above: +H GLHG EHIRUH WKH
$1=$&6 EXW 6HUJHDQW -L
SHUKDSV WKH ¢UVW NQRZ
ORVW KLV OLIH LQ EDWWC
KH GLHG LQ WKH XQLIRUP |

0
As poppies surround it and edge it with red, 04/oXD|_\|NHV§/2(\)/HO DR? SQ \/? )H( \d g B EI?WLIE

And each Anzac morning a new one is there,
And they lie like a wreath round that bottle of beer. )ODRPQRJXE/ o IRRZU ) LL PQPY\ HVQ VQVB 8 |‘_]

RQ VHYHUDO PHPRULDOV
1HZ =HDODQG LQFOXGL
WRS SKRWR ‘H UHPHPEFL
WLPH 3ULYDWH $UWKXU 6\
1=() D :HVW &RDVW EO
« 5RVV %OXH -HDQV OFOLOODQ NLOOHG DW 6LGL 5H]HJK
&DPSDLJQ RQ IRYHPEHI

For somehow a glow by the bottle is shed,

There are many stone cairns scattered over the land,
But | wonder how many are polished by hand,;
Though the cap is all rusted it outshines the chrome,
As it honours the soldier who never came home.

Shearing magazime 117 (Mol 41, No 1) April 2025 Page 23



%\ '"HV :LOOLDPYV
Dallas Mihaere was barely into her teens when she had
cUVW ORRN DW WKH LQQHU ZRUN
couple of years later and needing some money to help
her way through boarding school at Taradale’s St Jose
Maori Girls’ College, she had just the plan.

“I'm an East Coast Ngati Porou wahine originally but
moved to Dannevirke where my uncle Kuni Gray owneg
UXQ $W ;UVW , MXVW ZDQWHG WR
gang was doing in the sheds. They didn't work on Sundj
because Kuni was a church man, but that's where | sta
my life in the sheds, with Gray Shearing.

“While | was at St Joseph’s Maori Girls boarding schd
at Taradale | would go back to work for Gray Sheari
during the school holidays, and | also did some work
Hape Shearing during those years. That helped me to
for my school uniforms and other little things that | need
at boarding school.

“Then | went to Tolaga Bay for a holiday and ended
getting pregnant and | was a little too young to qualify
D EHQH¢W VR , ZHQW EDFN WR
out to work for Paewai Mullins — Koro and Mavis — thoug
Tuma and Aria were running the gangs at that time. | wo
eventually spend 15 years working for them. | also got ta
some stay-out sheds around Martinborough while work |
for Hape Shearing.” MESNY |

Inevitably, Dallas started ‘doing the shows’. She worf = <5 %
novice event at Dannevirke when the competition was H
in the Dannevirke Town Hall (c1998). The following years|
went with some friends to the Poverty Bay Shears at Gisboem

“I just went along for the ride because | wanted to see
whanau. But they entered me in the junior woolhandling §
next thing they’re calling out my name because | made
QDO DQG HQGHG XS FRPLQJ VHF
started competing regularly after that.

“l had a good season in the senior woolhandling 20

PDNLQJ VL[ ¢QDOV IRU WZR 4 4

Dannevirke and | was listed number seven in the Sheal
Sports national rankings that season. After that | moved
the open and won the A grade show at Waimate (2010) a0d . DO ODV OLKDHUH ' ULJ

VW

b le of oth O KW ZLWK $P
maybe a couple of others. .. 6KHDUVAbove 'DOODV LQ DFWLRQ G
Perhaps my career highlight from the competitionsp r 5 k p QGOLQJ KHDWV
came from representing the North Island in the inter-

island challenges at the Southern Shears and New ZealafPel Henare remembers that trip —"We worked at a property
championships 2012. At Gore we had to deal with 18 full wddmed Mount Margaret. We nick-named it Mount Misery!")
AHHFHV DQG ZH JRW EHDWHQ EXW When{gamabrdy to NgvkZqalgme gy ikme) went gpwn
Kuiti. Being in the same team as Johnny Kirkpatrick, Davil Alexandra and started working for Peter and Elsie Lyon
Fagan, Rowland Smith, Ronnie Goss and Sheree Alabagfit I've been with them ever since. I'm what you call full-
was a real honour. | wondered if we were going to have atef- PH SHUPDQHQW VWDu WKHUH QRZ
meeting to sort out some tactics but no, our instructions werd just love Alexandra and the Central Otago climate. | love
just to go hard and fast. the merino W_ool and | Iov_e_ winter. You can always warm
ISOWKRXJIK , UHDOO\ KDWH A\L Q Yourselfpyiy withrgrdsmehijin theingsr tiuiitis 8oy sp\ersy
Australia. First | went to work for my uncle Hemi at Arard© cool down in the heat of summer.
but | ended up getting injured and I lived there for the next WWhen we don't have any work in the sheds | can go down
two years. When | came back to New Zealand | worké&the camping ground and do cooking or cleaning and other
again for Hape Shearing before going back to AustraliaW®rk like building. With my range of skills I'm a contractor's
2007 and this time | took Joel Henare and Rocky Hape-Tétgam (prolonged laughter!) | can shear, or press wool or
with me and we worked for Barry and Moera Hammonds/ipusie — there’s really nothing | can’t do!”
Queensland (The Troubleshooters). (To next page.)
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Dallas is very strongly whanau ; B
oriented — she links to Ngati Porou Iwj4 Champlonshlp
from her mother’s side. She has an old p3 ",
sister, Marlene, who lives in Australig
and is a champion at outdoor bowls. H¢
younger sister lives at Tolaga Bay an
helps care for disabled children. Sh
also had a brother who passed away
a car accident some years ago.

“l also have four children of my
own — the oldest is Shaquille [from tha|
WHHQDJH SUHJQDQF\ O
works for her lwi Kahungunu, and haf
given me three beautiful grandchildrer
| also have a set of twins, Karnia an{®
Jarna. Jarna is among New Zealand!
strongest men, having placed seven| g
out of 13 competitors in the 2023 New ™
Zealand championship and third at thi=—=
New Zealand Rural Games in 2024
Karnia teaches at the Kura Kaupapa In
Dannevirke and my youngest, Willia
Cribb, lives at Tolaga Bay. I'm really
proud of my kids — you wouldn’t believe
that they really belong to me!”

Yep Dallas, coming from a contractor’s
GUHDP >HPSOR\HH®@
anything you say!

* k k k k%

7DPDWL '"HQQLVRQ 7RPAREED UKW KE HPWHRW WDNH WKH ZRRO RuU EXW
$ODEDVWHU EDOHG XS DQG W
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Life Membership for Mark Baldwin

The World Sheep Shearing Records Society AGM took plé
in Melbourne, Australia on 22 May 2024. A full compleme
of Australian and New.Zealand members attended the A(
along with the four U.K. members. ‘
A Life Membership of the Society was bestowed upq
Mark Baldwin, Tocumwal, NSW, Australia at this meeting
Mark started his association as a referee with the Soc
in 1999. He was elected vice-chairman of the Society|
the AGM in Christchurch 2004 after the Society had jUi
became autonomous as the World Sheep Shearing Redz
Society Inc. At the 2005 annual meeting held in Toowooml
Australia during the Golden Shears World Championshj
Mark was elected chairman, succeeding retiring To
Brennan’s ten year term as an independent Chairman.
retired as Chairman at the 2014 AGM, being succeeded
-RKQ )DJDQ -RKQ EHLQJ WKH 6RF
was the ‘referee roster’ liaison person in Australia with t
Secretary from 2006 until his retirement in 2022.
ODUN UHWLUHG DIWHU RVFLDWL({
DWWHPSWV ¢(YH LQ $XVWUDOLD
Africa and four in the United Kingdom. ,
And Shearingmagazine records its apologies fao
RYHUORRNLQJ WKLV LWHP DW WK
Society secretary Hugh McCarroll, in July 2024.

More Damned Statistics

and bad. But the way it provides ‘statistics’ abqutFKDLUPDQ 3DXO +DUULV
Shearingmagazine has to be helpful, at least. It migh
even help shape the content of each magazine in fugu
As of this morning (9 April 2025) FB tells us tile
magazine has 5303 ‘followers’— 3054 in New Zeal
1370 in Australia, 470 in the United Kingdom, 78 in
USA and 55 in Ireland. Between them, South Afrigal
France, Canada, Spain and the Falkland Islands ggr ACE SHEARING GEAR
up another 115. Which means there’s still 160 o} s FOR QUALITIM & SERMICES i Ot S R
scattered around other parts of the planet. AT T ST TR P v T T
Of New Zealand's followers, 113 are from Gisborfe Don’t delay, Buy today.
112 from Christchurch, 108 from Invercargill, 98 fr
Masterton and 96 from Gore. From overseas, Pert

. PLENTY.OF COVER COMBS !N
SSSSVD Z 'éW K Y Pll|3_|c[))|—l|J O \R¢U'VV\\//\\ v . STOCK, ORDER NOW SO YOU
Q ) ¢ DON'T MISS OUT

44 years age range; 35% are older than that.
How does all that transfer into ‘readers’? Of rec

posts on th&hearingmagazine page, Waitomo Spojts ORDER DIRECT

had 33,700 ‘views' with a ‘reach’ of 16,062. The Wairgki Phone/Text : Leon 0275914361
six-stand record from 20 years ago had 75,700 vi Email: info@acequip.co.nz

and 45,440 reach. The Wilson-MacDonald sheara Website: aceshearng.co.nz
from 1988 had 66,900 and 40,700. Where are they

44,500 and 19,000. The November 2024 magazine N OR X
viewed by 34,658 and reached 11,807. % Insist on ACE cover comb
(According to Google, 'Views' are the number of tinjes
D 3DJH V SURLOH KDV EHHQ Y at your nearest farm shop
people who are logged into Facebook and those
DUHQ W 5HDFK LV WKH QXPEH
saw any content from or about your Page. This md
is estimated.)
Looking back, our November 2023 edition reac
20,449 people and August 2023 reached 15,512.
So hey, let's set some records with April 2025! (EM.
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Shaun Burgess — the Chilean connection

%\ '"HV :LOOLDPYV
A simple matter of being in the right place at the right ti
led Ashburton shearer Shaun Burgess into the role of Chi
team manager for the past three world championships —
for the 2026 event at Masterton’s Golden Shears.
“I originally met the Chilean shearer Jose Catalan (c20
when he was working for Bruce Rogers at Geraldine.
wasn't a very fast shearer but Bruce would lend him to
VRPHWLPHYV LI , ZDV VKRUW VWDu
named Luis Pincol came over to work for Bruce and Luis a
helped me out quite regularly in my contract sheds aro
Ashburton.
“Neither Jose nor Luis were very fast but they were vg
clean shearers and all my farmers were quite happy to
them on board, working in their sheds.”
“And when the announcement came that the 2017 wd
championships would be held at Invercargill, Jose and
DVNHG PH WR EH WKHLU WHDP PDQ
‘gig’. And while we were there we found out the next worlg
would be in France 2019 so they asked me if | would re
as manager. | had been to Italy shearing so | was fam
with that part of the world. And of course, Scotland won
right to host the next world championship and my manage
contract was, extended for another term, you might say.
“That year | took Luis with me to Italy and we shore the
before going on to the worlds at Royal Highland, Edinburg
And of course it was announced there that the next vefs
country would be New Zealand. So, you m|ghtsaylwaSJ&é10Ve 6 KD X Q "% X UJH VV &KLHI ([HEX
lucky to be in the right place at the right time. 6KHDULQJ 7THDPV ODQDJHPHQW 3URS

Jose Catalan had previously been to New Zealand for the
2012 world championships (together with Cesar Rodrigo

Shearlng Gallardo). Luis Pincol was the only Chilean shearer at Le
0 n Z Dorat, together with two woolhandlers, Carolina Bahamonde

, UVYV

and Archie Sepulveda.
“Looking ahead to next year, Kenny McLeod who was our
i ~ | team member with Luis at Scotland will be available again
Like to come shearing in the sunny Hawkes Bay*~ DQG /XLV KDV MXVW VWDUWHG VKHD U
. . . he should also be available. Plus we’ve got two woolhandlers
We have jobs available from mid-May to end of } \yho have been winning competitions in Chile so hopefully
September and mid-October through to March | we will have a full team.
IRU VHDVRQDO VWD#% “They have not long been holding woolhandling
competitions in Chile so now we are trying to train judges
If you'd like to move here to live we have DQG , ZLOO !EH JRLQJ EDFN LQ 6HSW
. . . tuning with that after I've done my annual stints in Italy and
permanent positions available for the right § . 'the Isle of Man
people. All you need is a good work ethic and |  “The Chilean farmers and government are right into it over
your gear. there to try and improve the quality of shearing because it's
Accommodation available. such a big thing in South America. Not just Chile but also
Argentina where there are a lot of sheep.
. o Originally from Mosgiel, Shaun moved up country when
Sponsor, North Island Woolhandling Circuit | his mother, a Presbyterian minister, was appointed to the
Southbridge church. Shaun had spent some time in the Navy
Phone Colin on 022 183 2200 but then, when his father got sick, he returned home. While
looking around for some gainful employment his brother told
or 06 879 5553 him about a local shearing gang that was looking for workers.
. . “So | lied to the boss that | had worked in the sheds before
ShearingnzLtd mail.com and that was my introduction, what you might call a baptism
Rl ¢UH 7KH VKHDUHUV ZRUNLQJ WK
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Johnny Phillips and Mark Bode. They were all shearing over
FRUULHGDOHYV D GD\
bale so it was pretty full-on.

After a couple of years of doing that we were getting pajd
by the boss one day and | saw how much one of the sheayers
received. | asked how much he had there and he said thiat's
just a week’s wages so | said, “teach me to shear!” So from
about 1992 onwards | became a shearer.

And as a shearer Shaun began showing up at competitipns
around the Canterbury regions, securing the odd win and
top placing here and there. By the 1996/97 season he \vas
competing as a senior, with winning the Canterbury Shears
and the All-Breeds circuit as notable achievements, ahd
then it was up into the open class where, again, he addefl to
his ribbon collection at the rate of two or three per seasdn.

Most notable?

And here we are again at Golden Shears! I've just come

ZKLFK PHDQW DERXW

AHHFHV WR WKH

up a bit earlier than usual to try and get a few things sortett

for next year. We are going to come up early next year|to

try and get the Chilean boys some shearing prior to the s
of the worlds. Kenny is shearing down south at the mome
DQG WKH\ DUH RQ JRRG VKHHS E

they’ll be shearing at the world champs. Kenny has family
LQ 6FRWODQG VR ZKHQ ZHYYH ¢(¢QLVKHG RQ WKH ,VOH RI 0DQ KH

goes to Scotland and works there.
Shearing has taken me all over the world and the industn

such that with the skill and a willingness to work, and people
NQRZLQJ \RX DUH SUHSDUHGRMR WH{®DYHO
these jobs, and there are so many opportunities. Especiplly

for younger guys, they can travel the world and experience

art
nt
W WKH\ DUH GLUHUHQW WR ZKDW

is

\RX NHHS JHWWLQJ

GLUHUHQW WKLQJV ZLWKRXW EHLQRJ VWXFN LQ 1HZ =HDODQG RU LQ

one place all the time.

Above: 6KDXQ % XUJHVV ZLWK &KLOH
4XLQWHURYV $UFKLH 6HSXOYHGD

Top and middle: %LJ VKHGV LQ &KLOH

IDPL
IRU 6 KD XQAUoXd) OV XUJHVV VKHSKHU
FRDWHG ARFN %XW LV WKHUH D VWL

FIVE WAYS TO WEI.I.BEING

mases
SEE GPPDRTUNITI(S %:me? S‘OU ve.
SURPRISE TOURSELF

TAIK & LISTEN, Your time,
BE THERE. your words,
FEEL CONNECTED yourpresence

INTRODUCE THESE SIMPLE STRATEGIES INTO YOUR LIFE
AND YOU WILL FEEL THE BENEFITS.

AT
0U JOY

{OsTRONG

FKDPSLRQVKLSY 6FRWODQG
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From the shed to the stage,
we've been with you since 1982.

heiniger.com.au | heiniger.co.nz When results matter



%\ 'HV :LOOLDPYV woodchopping connection) and managed to shear some sheep
| have written somewhere before that one of my favourite home and other places as the opportunity arose, without
shearing competitions is that held each year at Rotorub&scoming a regular in the sheds.

Agrodome. Apart from the ‘Dome’s close connection with ,QVWHDG $LGDQ MRLQHG WKH 1HZ -
the fabled Bowen brothers, the shearing coincides withvaen he was 20, where he spent the next four years, mainly
woodchopping (timbersports) carnival held right next doaat Linton. With that time served he then took some leave from
Standing or leaning against the fence in the right place, yitie army and (with handpiece among the luggage) went to the
can watch the shearing and chopping at the same time. @mited Kingdom for a season, working with Martin Howlett

of the reasons we were born with two eyes, maybe. and Johnny Roberts.

This writer’s love of woodchopping goes right back to On his return Aidan went back to the Army for two years,
growing up in 1960's western Southland, a stronghold bfit more recently has concentrated on shearing. As well
the sport which was a feature of the one-day sports meetiagsworking in the King Country for Delwyn Jones (and
KHOG DW KDOI D GR]JHQ GLuHUHQ Worgvieusi WeR Fagdy,)Witan hakrdtundadf # Ehe UkHand
Year period. Taking pride of place among them was the N&Norway for further northern hemisphere experience.

Year's Day sports at Tuatapere, where the likes of the Carratl worked the 2019/2020 mainshear for Hourigan
brothers (from round the coast at Riverton) competed agaiS$iearing at Turakina. | also competed at the Royal Welsh
the best from around the country, as well as visiting worfshow for three years while | was in the UK. They also have
champions from Australia. woodchopping and shearing on the programme and | spent

But what you don't see every day is a competitor takirey fair bit of time running between the woodchopping arena
part in both activities. In fact, it may not have happened &md the shearing pavilion. | also took partin a woodchoppers
New Zealand before until late last year, when a bloke namesishearers relay race."

Aidan Grant hopped across the fence from the timbersportéind how does one become a champion firefighter?
side, wearing the standard white woodchopping trouseks shearing competitions are to career shearers, so are
attire and handpiece, to line up in the senior shearingheatsUH¢; JKWLQJ FKDOOHQJHV WR ¢(UH¢

W GLGQTW WDNH PRUH WKDQ Dingdi/&thVinh 2008afdt Heilg RalkeHiBxait_ by Horhid &myQ
had obviously spent some time in shearing sheds — he westes at Linton.

JRRG HQRXJK WKLYV GD\ WR PDNH MftrkbindikgQhe Ridiv Xedldhd gHal2@y& titleMmdalast
PLVVLQJ D SODFH LQ WKH ¢QDO gé&arRlddnRxpldivdd th& &ttio R B New Eelldhe Defence
ODWHU FDXJKW XS ZLWK $LGDQ WR U RH SXE/0 IDF B MWW RPQR U K RDETRIHWD I0LOV N
shearing history.

7TKHVH GD\V D UFLYLOLDQ ¢(UHJKWHUT EV SURTHVVLRQ £ THZ
Zealand champion and tenth in the world to be exact —
29-year-old Aidan was raised on the family sheep and bgef
farm at Turakina (Whanganui region). He did a couple
of Tectra shearing courses as a young lad (at Fordell and
Taumarunui) with Dean Te Huia as his instructor (anothger

JEFF DORSET

SHEARING
ROTORUA
TO OUR CLIENTS WE OFFER

TO OUR EMPLOYEES WE OFFER

-HE +
2°FH + MHGGRUVHW#[WJ Above: $LGDQ *UDQW VKHDULQJ L

Q WK
: : : SRWRUXD V $JURGRPH 6KHDUV LQ 'HF
We support all that is best in shearing | °C 71 %7300 PaRTVIG UNDGY WR 2 RE
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Above: $LGDQ *UDQW DQG /LRQHO 7DXPDWD DW WKH $JURGRPH
6KHDUV LQ 'HFO@P&IHUSLGDQ *UDQW|DOO VWUHQJIWK

DQG GHWHUPLQDWLRQ LQ FRPSHWLHWLYH ¢(UH ¢(¢JKWLQJ PRGH *LVERU
+HUDOG SKRWR

equipment, including breathing apparatus. Individuals wgar

masks and breath in air from a cylinder. The extra gear gdds

about 20kg for competitors.
“Each competitor has to scale a three-storey tower with|six

ALIJKWV RI WHQ VWDLUV ZKLOH FDKIIWLQJ D NJ KRVH <RX WKUR

down when you get to the top and then you haul up another

19kg hose. Then you run down all the stairs, needing to touch

each step on the way. Next you run to a forced entry machine

and hit that with a mallet.
After that you have to run through some cones, grab—&

QH

charged hose, extend it through some doors and hit a tafget.

Once the target is knocked down you run to the dummy and

GUDJ LW IHHW DQG WKHQ \RX PUH ¢QLVKHG -
Aidan’s record-winning time in May was 1 minute 2

seconds and in October 2024 he represented New Zedland

DW WKH :RUOG (UH¢{JKWHU FKDODHQJH LQ 1DVK

7KHUH KH ¢QLVKHG WHQWK XQGHU \HDUV FDW

a couple of seconds quicker than his New Zealand recprd.

There were more than 400 entrants in the challenge, incluging

20 from New Zealand.
And the woodchopping? Aidan started learning thfat

skill back on the farm as well, some 10-11 years ago,

initially under the tutelage of his father, lan Grant, also jan

accomplished axeman.
And the family talent doesn't end there! Aidan's sister

Abbey Grant pictured opposite won the New Zealand

novice shearing championship at Te Kuiti last year (20245-

Shearing in Egypt 1982 SRPPHO KDG
, ZHQW ZLWK OF*RZDQ $VVRFLDW@R7BQ\F8)L\F|-H|X‘|
GR GHPRQVWUDWLRQV RQ VKHDLQ.@W L[Q/\SHDLUJ\V\UFR
XVH $XVWUDOLDQ IDUPLQJ PHWKRZEQ/HL@D@W\XI@-UH
KDG D FRQWUDFW XS LQ WKH L@l\X/WKIHIUCQ—| VWU W4 B
OHGLWHUUDQHDQ FRDVW ZKLFK L@@Q)q-GyH-QJﬂS QRN R

(O $ODPDLQ OHUVD ODWUXK DQG RbGc®DBEDQH DQ‘Q—I@QIDEQVHZ}F@(C
NQRZQ WR SXVWUDOLDQY LQ WK IGHE Z@GCz HUID SQDUKHG 2H ZHUY

‘H FDUULHG D SRUWDEOH VKHDUH{.‘QHLEQ)Q,Q MOKB fBQW LR

ZLWK D JURXS RI (J\SWLDOQ |DUPHHJVHGWLDQQGHBE@MWDNVKRQ\IU

ULJKW DORQJ WKH FRDVW ORVW I A
VKHHS DQG JRDWV DQG EHORQJ gm{éﬁﬁ%ﬁ;@ Lhﬁt‘b“bﬁ
, VWD\HG LQ D ADW DW OHUVD l?IESQ

SHRSOH ZKR OLYHG WKHUH DQG(WeUﬂ@lgmwlomgtﬂhMWIppeD&Fb(thC{kIyow
ZDV QHDU OHUYV D> 0IDWAIXK AHK@HWIRIisit to the Harem there, Keith!
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Michael Birch was on ‘roving duty’ (as a presser, supportir
‘Hash’ Brown, Jeremy Goodger and his own son Benjami
atthe 2025 Pre-Shears woolhandling competition at Rivers
Farm, Mikimiki, and then he showed up the following day
Golden Shears. By chance, he fell into a random conversa
with Shearingmagazine’s editor. Did Michael have a story
to tell? Well, yes, he did, actually.

Michael (pictured right) started his life in the wool industry
back in 1982 when he got a job as a presser with Master
contractor, Graeme Clegg. That lasted for a couple of ye
until the price of wool started falling [So that's when thg
KDSSHQHG @ 7KHQ KH PRYHG DFU
working for Reg Benjamin at Hawera and Taranaki Wo

Care, an organisation of farmers who produced beautiful wgol

— no dags, no urine stain, just beautiful wool, scrupulous
free of any contamination.

“You weren't allowed to take a dog into the shed unless y
carried it in and put it in the pens and you weren't allowed
KDYH DQ\ ZRRO WKUHDGYV KDQJLQ.

“For every bale pressed they had a little badge that went
WR WKH EDOH 7KH RQO\ WKLQJ ZD
| wasn't happy with them so | said | wasn't going to both
with them anymore. So then they gave me a stencil. At
HQG RI WKH GD\ LI , KDG EDOHYV
the line and stamp them all with my stencil.
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(¢OO0OHG , FRXOG MXVW UXQ DORPJ
Yy

After I'd been with Reg for a couple of seasons thg

started doing winter shears in the Wairarapa so | went back

to Masterton and started working for Collins Brown at She
Xpertise. By then, after many years | could press wo

ﬁfoLFKDHo %LUFK =+

blindfolded. | would go to shows and help clean up all the

wool and | started teaching other young people to pressjand

;

pushing them towards Golden Shears, trying to get som
up against Jeremy Goodger for the past couple of years
to get him challenged.

"I've put a few people up against him, including
VRQ %YHQMDPLQ LQ EXW KH P
FRPSHWLWLRQ DQG (QLVKHG WKL

Half-combing it with ... © /DVW 6LGH 3XEJL

Buck Naked and Doug Deep

o HS

wlararua Shearing td
AR R B e Sieb

and be reliable.
Accommadation, meals and
transport provided.
Work from mid-November to
end of March.

UG

KLQJ

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Associati
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with an axe at a New Year party in 2015 and spent somefiime
in intensive care and hasn’t been able to do that sort of work
any more.

-HUHP\ JRW EHDWHQ LQ WKH ¢QDO WKLV \HDU E\ VRPHRQH IUR

RXW RI WRZQ >5LFFL 6WHYHQV +DZNHV %D\@ EXW WKDWY{V OLNH
in the face with a brick having an outsider win the pressing!

In Masterton we are meant to be the best of the best! But the

soldiers | have trained up, some of them are still there |Jand

they can just about do it blindfolded too."

After working for Shear Xpertise Michael spent ti
with some of the other local contractors, including Kena| Te
Whata “who has the biggest sheep in the area and | thqught
that might be a reasonable challenge for myself, being then
a young fella in my 40s going on 50! We went onto working
with Coopworths and Polled Dorsets. | also spent about 15
years with Wairarapa Shearing (David Reiri and Chick Reiti).”

Michael's career came to an abrupt (although tempor } :

(DOW VRAH VROV DIR 2RHG kDA B KB IR &
resulting in twisted hands and complete loss of memory. TR
told me | was one of the best woolpressers in the world a FAUHG LQ ZKHQ KH 2DV MXVW

id. “ dont k hat that i ”Ip K taf KOLQ ZRQ WKH QRYLFH (¢QDO ODVW
home at the time and lost all movement in my hands. B | \ |
NHSW ZRUNLQJ RQ WKLQJV OLNH F LBH ¢ B?ﬁ9¥H8 DQG HYHQWXDOO\
| got my memory back and use of my hands again.

In 45 to 47 years in the sheds | failed only about four times
to go to work because of injuries or broken bones. | would just
sew myself up and carry on working. I still love the challerjge
and will keep chipping away. | do a lot of work directly for tihe
farmers now rather than work with the shearing gangs. And
| have a good friend who tells me | am famous in my own
OXQFKER[ VR DW WKDW UDWH , ¢pXUH , VKRXOG QHYHU JR KXQJU

Reg Benjamin remembers: "l liked Mike working for mg.
He has a lovely temperament and was totally trustworthy.

Some of the cockies would come to me and point out, 'iHe's .
QRW GRQH DQ\WKLQJ VR IDU 7KHQ WKHUH G EH D ELJ AXUU\ RI
activity and all the wool would be pressed and sheep in[the

pens and Koro sat back in the corner sketching taniwhas on
the tally book!"

P
D(VOD:

* Kk kk k%

Above: 7KH SKRWR LV GDWH VWDPSHG

WKLV LV 'L %DOPH ZH NQRZ LW ,6 'L
20LYHU &XS IRU EHVW TXDOLW\ DW WK
LQ +H KDG SUHYLRXVO\ ZRQ LW

ZRXOG GR VR DJDLQ LQ D IRXU W
6WUDWIRUG 1RZ WKH &XS KDV EHHQ

IRU MXVW WKH VHFRQG WLPH LQ \F
SDJH

Above: % RGHQH +DXUDNL KDUG DW ZRUN IRU 3DHZDL 0XOOLQV
IXWWLQJ WR JRRG XVH DOO WKH ZUVGRP DFTXLUHG DW D 7THFWUD WUDPLQL
FRXUVH D IHZ \HDUV DJR
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Golden Shears and Share Mongolia

JURP *ROGHQ 6KHDUV VRXYHQLU sanralyS® repy. Shearing 200 sheep a day with machines
Mongolia has more than 30 million sheep but 10 millioincreases the income to $100 a day - a good income, including
remain unshorn each year, resulting in poor animal heafgt unemployed youth. Furthermore, the United nations
and the waste of 9000 tonnes of wool. This is partly becadsgustrial Development organisation has calculated that
an average herder can only share up to 30 sheep a day u@]ﬁ%hanlcal shearing has the potential to create 4000 seasonal
their traditional method of sharing with non-electric scissordd REV LQ ORQJROLD PDQ\ RI ZKLFK FI

The 'Share Mongolia' programme, founded by RabobankWith their new skills, Mongolian shearers are visiting New
¢QDQFH PDQDJHU 3DX0O %URXJK Baalandyojsnssheaninvgpangs. \EawikngHupga $100 per day
and other organisations, including Golden Shears, wasing electric shears back in Mongolia, the herders are able
established in 2020. The New Zealand-led internationtl €arn about $600.00 per day in New Zealand.
collaboration is committed to supporting Mongolian And the teams are fully committed to competing in Golden

KHUGHUV DQG IDUPHUV WR IDUP P$hesrs. 2024 Rabahank spgnsmedwteamofil@\pagolian
sustainably. shearers. They travelled more than 12,000km from the steppes

Since 2020, teams of shearers have visited Mongolia edgigrder to compete. One of them was an entrant in the novice
year to train the herders in how to shear with a machine. TWeol handling event, while six participated in the junior
Chief Referee at Golden Shears, Ronnie King, got behigiearing category, and three competed in the intermediate
the initiative last year, spending June 2024 in Mongolighearing classes. .
together with his wife Buzz, their daughter Bridie, and a Paul Brough, founder of Share Mongolia told the
team of instructors. :DLUDUDSD 7asPyeaf thalk ibolden Shears was an

“Together, we taught close to 150 herders living a nomadftcredible experience for the Mongolian shearers.
existence how to use modern shearing gear rather than haridihey were so nervous,” he is reported as saying. “They
held scissors. The shearing gear was bought by the loaafl never seen a stadium, let alone been up on a stage to
councils for the herders to hire,” Ronnie says. shear a sheep.” .

After a week's training, herders can shear over 200 sheefs Mongolian team has entered again in the 2025 Golden
a day with a machine. The herder is paid 50 cents per sh ars and the shearers have every intention of entering a

shorn so shearing 30 sheep a day with scissors the hetéam in the World Championships at Masterton in 2026.
As well as teaching herders to farm more productively,

SUR,{WDEO\ DQG VXVWDLQDEO\ WKH
aims to connect the herders with buyers who will buy wool
for $1.00 per kg. As a result, some herders have now enjoyed
WKHLU ¢UVW IRUPDO GHDOV ZLWK E.
to just leaving their wool in a heap in the desert in the hope
that passers-by will buy it. Added to which, mechanically
shorn wool and pelts demand twice the price of products
shorn with scissors.

The goal of Share Mongolia is to provide 150 Mongolian
herders each year with the skills and equipment they need to
start their own businesses and prosper, thereby supporting
Mongolian employment, the economy and social cohesion.

“I was talking with Charlie Burton at Mackintosh Shearing
one day last year, he had some of the Mongolian shearers
from the Rabobank Share Mongolia programme working
with him and he said that he might go over next June as part
of the team involved in training the local shearers.
- UHTXLUN VW< 18U Rx exvi vt ey TTEEAEDE e Mipigac so Lol in it weert
December through ‘til April and for our pre-lamb June P 9 % % | | miaht ith hi
through ‘til August. Good work ethics and attitude towards was a spare seat on the piane I mignt go wi Im.

RXU FOLHQWYV DQG IHOORZ Vw[p 1. q th@{}i}pg{,\?pgﬁqup going there last year. Rabobank
Travel and meals provided. isthe overall spdnsor of the Share Mongolia programme. You

pay your own airfare, but once you get there you are pretty
much catered for. And there's nothing to buy once you get

Email R"FH#PFFRQDFKLHVKH D (| L H9resgygydont need much money!

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
Member ShearNzZ
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“Our trip took place in June, which is in the Mongolifin
summer and we were there for the whole month. While| we
were there the temperatures were between 35 and 40 dggrees
Celsius, but it's much drier than our heat in New Zealand.

Back here we would frazzle in those sorts of temperatures.

:H JRW WR ORQJROLD E\ A\LQJ LUHFW IURP $XFNODQG WR
%HLMLQJ D ALJKW RI DERXW RXUV DQG WKHQ ORQJROLD LV
another couple of hours further north. Then after drivjng
IRUHYHU DQG HYHU + WZR IX0OO0O GD\V + ZH JRW WR WKH (UVW VLW[H IRL
shearing and set up a gazebo so the sheep were undefcover
while being shorn. We get all the shearing gear from China,
OLWWOH AH[L XQLWYV UXQ E\ JHOQOHUDWRU WKDW KRSHIXOO\ VRPHERG
can get going. “Everything is ‘hopefully’ over there!”

“They set up yards in the middle of nowhere and they
EULQJ WKH VKHHS WR WKH \DUGV| :HYG EH VHW XS ZLWK IRXU RU ¢YH
stands in this round yard. Then they start proceedings—by

killing a sheep and cooking up all the ‘inside bits’ [writeibove: /DUU\ &ODUN WKH WKRUQ ZLWK U
interpretation of Larry’s more wholesome description foD\GD 0LOODQWD DQG +DUDWD 7DXQR
IDPLO\ PDJD]JLQH SXUSRVHV @ =+ WKDW_ LV _ TXLWH W @) DE\ RYHU
WKHUH WKH UVW PHDO zH JHwW S50k ofdang %Ybﬁﬁgﬁa@bﬁw%%ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁe
in. That's the equivalent of a hangi in Mongolia. The res¥/Gf: TWO or thrée of them have been 10 New Zealand™for
: : KUHH \HDUV QRZ 7KH\ GLG D VHDVI

the sheep is eaten during the rest of the week, | think the I%' . ; .
bits they throw away are the toenails at Piopio, followed by a couple of seasons with Charlie at
y kintosh Shearing in Taumarunui.

“The conditions are reasonably harsh, obviously beca't\f%ne of the guys that shore here last year took home
you are in the middle of nowhere under a little tent. But the N WKDWIV TXLWH D GLUHUHQFH D

are lovely people. Like anywhere, it's the poor people who lgok be $2k at home. So, being part of this Rabobank Share

after you the best. You wouldn't want to go there unless olia proaramme chanaes their lite hugely. It may not
are a litle bit hardened to extreme conditions. It's a bit hafd@hd0"a prog g Iriie nugety. Yy

: : . tically change Mongolia as a country but it certainly
even for the girls because the ablutions available are not ; S
ADVK +DYLQJ VDLG WKDW , KDYH ”egfﬁ%thfﬁVWHhﬁlﬁ%’@@{ﬁ/'H%@\')o‘ﬂ%tQ/q@E%‘

; ; rogramme.
,’\\I/livr\]/gzoiglend shearing quarters than what we experienced, aul Brough started the programme about four years ago

Larry says there were 18 in last year's group. Ot he and his wife Toni have gone back each year with a

instructors included Ronnie King, Charlie Burton and CO\Lb\ Lurl;l UH Qr:N IF UHZ 3fD X0 ¢U \éW VDZ WK
Baynes, working as three separate crews. They worked JAgH Sneep wit q a large parr o sr::_|ssot:s an fsav; an ur%ent
maybe 30 local shearers, all of them learners. There werd' dtQ tr);] anh organlsg scr)]m_etf Ing (;:‘jtter or t 4 em. T ?]y
on each course and each crew did three courses. “They tie the sheep up by their feet and proceed to cut the
all keen to learn so there weren't many duds among them. RO Ru E\ WKH uvQLS IXOOf DV EHV
.y RZ ZLWK WKH ZRRO FRPLQJ Ru DV

a week of training the better ones were probably able to s eﬁfL dition to h th ful d hit Th
100 a day, Others would do maybe 40 or 50. . o?rt;;())g isI Ir?wgy%e %Virzggn getwgefg ngjoa(t)r;en(\;v Ia slh.eepeso

Some of the boys | trained in Mongolia at Iastyearwod[éawﬂv ORW ADVK ORVW RI WKH KHUG
to do anything viable with the wool so in the past it has
just been left in heaps on the ground. But now they have a
woman that has been buying the wool because it is available
in much better quality and larger quantities, making it more
economical to do something with.”

Larry says it's the vastness of the country that creates most
RI WKH GLVFXOW\ /LNH WKH ORQJ GL
shearing. He’s been told there are places in Mongolia where
they shear their camels. That's something he hasn’t seen but
believes it may be like shearing alpacas in New Zealand.
“They are able to tip them over somehow so that would be
good to see.”

$QG WKDW PD\ EH D GH{;QLWH LWHF
Clark as he prepares to go back for another season in June
2025. “I'm allowed to choose my own crew so | intend taking
my grandson and a few other youngsters. The Mongolian
boys are all very young so it will be a great experience for
them all.”

Watch this space, as they say!

*kkk k%

(Share Mongolia photo essay pp36-39)
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LPDJHV IURP /DUU\ &0ODUN V WRX
LQ -XQH SLFWXUHG DERYH IUH
% X]] .LQJ OBfo@PhatiKHDUBW D @Gl
WHG +DUDWD VD\V 3O0DFHV ZH Wi
RUNKDQJDL %XOJDQ $UNKDQJDL D

7KLV DQG QH[W
6KDUH ORQJROL
ORFDO VKHD
%URXJK DO
1IDWLRQDO
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If you want to settle down with good conditio
and steady work, shearing or woolhandling,
FRXOG ¢QG D SODFH LQ W

great people working for us. There is alw
room for one more.

RVEFH#SDHZDLPXOOLQV

www.paewaimullins.co.nz

s
u
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We work for some great people and we have sgme
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PAYBIZ is above the rest

PAYBIZ is the best
Shearing Payroll for you

Come for a chat at NZSCA meeting

SHEBIZ LTD
info@shebiz.nz
www.shebiz.nz

03 445 1345  100% Nz owned
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wild Bill Smith

bURS
WKD

1 ZKR

Wild Bill Smith was shearing rough and chanced to cut a tit Now Wild Bill Smith, who'd just returned
He stuck his foot in front at once and slewed the sheep a bit. After a stint in World War Il
Now Old Jim Nation, who owned the Station Wasn't about to be labelled a lout
And rarely left the farm For the price of a dog-tucker ewe.
Just happened by, and with his eagle eye +H ¢[HG ROG -LP ZLWK D ¢
Was quick to raise the alarm. Then adjusted his belt made of leather
"You've cut a tit, you hairy brute <RX00 ¢(QG VDLG %LOO
The cost you'll have to meet. Actually came from a wether."
've had enough, I can'tgoon (From ,W V D 5RXJK 5L B/HEBWSRoWU b
You've ruined my very best sheep. O'Halloran. Holos Books, Auckland, 2006.
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JURP *ROGHQ 6KHDUV 3URJUDPP
John Hodder, now aged 76, has been shearing since 1964
or thereabouts. He estimates he's shorn more that a miflion
sheep. Even as a pre-schooler, he used to try and catch lambs
so he could 'pretend shear' them. In woodwork at school, John
made a box to hold shearing gear.

After leaving school in 1963, John worked for local farmgrs
including as a woolhandler for Bob Reed and a shedrer
in Graham Clegg's gang. He moved all around the sheep
catchments in Wairarapa, got to know the farmers, was a
shearer for the New Zealand Wool Board, and attenged
Godfrey and Ivan Bowen's shearing schools.

, ZDV YHU\ LQAXHQFHG E\ P\ IDWKHU
farmer who did all his own shearing."

Approached by lan Stewart in the 1980s, John began to
get involved with Golden Shears. He was asked to runlthe

D KLIJIKO\ VHOI VXVFLHQW

woolpressing and has been doing that ever since, lending\hgve: *\ROGHQ 6KHDUV SURJUDPPH PDQL
own wool presses to the competition each year. He even$a$HVHQWYV -RKQ +RGGHU ZLWK WKH $
a badge reading 'Minister of Woolpressing'. 7TURSK\ IRU VHUY L BdvwWRDWK H Q Q G XA\R

John has been a Golden Shears committee member andddidy HQWUXVWHG ZLWK WKH UROH RI NI
awarded a life membership in 2024. His contributions includeR F FURIW HQWHUWDLQHG DW *ROGH(
VXSSRUWLQJ WKH FRPSHWLWLRQ WRQHBLWH EXW BEKRY GHHANHW®W KPHH V DQ

1990s, incorporating speakers, MCs , and entertainment[He
mentions that big screens are about to be installed to allow
the audience better viewing of the shearing action.

John says, "I love the whole wool industry: shearing,
woolhandling and woolpressing. It's challenging, it's
competitive and requires skilled techniques. There's nothing
else like it."

Above: -RKQ +RGGHU GULQNLQJ FRUHH DORQH DERXW WKH WLPH KH

cUVW FDPH RQWR WKH *ROGHQ 6KHDUV FRPPLWWHH 7KH PLQLVWHUWLDO

DSSRLQWPHQW FDPH PXFK ODWHU
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V OLFKHOOH DQG %DUU\ +DU
VKHDUHUY 3KLO 20G¢HOG DQG ¢

6RXWK $IULFD WR GR VRPH LQVWUXFWL
6RXWK $IULFDQ QDWLRQDO FKDPYLRQ'

WKH RSHQ VKHDULQJ 7KH\ GLG V

R P H

WKH ORRNV RI WKLQJV 3KLO 20G¢HO
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Update on the Quit Paris campaign
Since we started calling for New Zealand to withdraw from
the Paris Agreement, both ACT Leader David Seymdur
and NZ First Leader Winston Peters have made comments
indicating they agree that there’s no point being in the Pgris
Agreement while big emitters are pulling out:
We're in the early days yet for a campaign on what would
be such a big policy turn around, but it's clear the politiciahs
are getting the message. ) o
So many of you have supported our campaign so far, db there was a premium for low emissions food t(:) be h_ad,
we want to let you know our plans. We get a lot of questidN§w Zealand would already be earning that premium since
about when we will start a protest about the Paris Agreeménil TUH VR PXFK PRUH HVFLHQW WKDQ
- and we may get to that point - but there are a few thing®teduction. )
JHW GRQH UVW ~ There is just one case where the Paris Agreement
Unlike you and the rest of our diligent supporters, mds§texplicitly mentioned in a trade deal. Our free trade
people don't follow politics and especially don't follow th@greement with the European Union says (Article 19.6) that
details of agricultural emissions policy and internaton@H 100 *HUHFWLYHO\ LPSOHPHQW WK
treaties. That means they don't know anything about f@eement, including commitments with regard to nationally
Paris Agreement and a successful protest to get politicilg&ermined contributions.” _
moving needs some basic understanding of the issues amoRgt it also says just after that (Article 19.7) that both
the people seeing the tractors rolling through town. parties will reduce fossil fuel subsidies and European fossil
Otherwise, those people we need to convince just JefHO VXEVLGLHV DUH XS VLQFH WKH
annoyed at the disruption and nothing comes of the protedthese deals and breaches of certain bits aren’t a binary
(think of how many protests just make noise, annoy local8Q Ru VZLWFK -XVW OLNH 1HZ =HDQO
and don't get anything changed). Groundswell protests alwel§g! over the EU’s fossil fuel subsidies, the EU won't blow
have a clear goal and try to bring the public with us. itup over New Zealand rethinking how the Paris Agreement
From here, we'll be continuing to inform the public andoesn’t work for our situation. _
see what arguments are made against withdrawing so we New Zealand were to withdraw from the Paris
can make the best case for quitting the Paris Agreemerf\@eement, the EU might say they’re unhappy, but the actual

the politicians. trade consequences would be limited. While the trade deal
On those other arguments, we want to cover the main onelides commitments to environmental standards, it does
we've heard in response: QRW JUDQW WKH (8 WKH DXWRPDWL

suspend trade preferences over a withdrawal.

any formal dispute would go through a consultation
cess, which is largely cooperative rather than punitive.
hile the EU could introduce stricter environmental import

Quitting Paris would hurt our trade agreements
You might hear that our trade overseas, especially for fog
products, relies on our participation in the Paris Agreem

As we've said before, this just isn't true. The people buyi . : .
dar Iyt rderAd t sm
RXU SURGXFWV RYHUVHDV DUH EX PR ﬁ%r%@aggrﬁegaﬁ’sive X thesdg @ewa&tu;l‘—ég Hw'gf@‘ﬁzély

produce high quality food at competitive prices. EH VHFWRU VSHFL:F DOG LQFUHPHQ
economic retaliation.

And that CBAM process is unlikely to hurt New Zealand’s
food export competitiveness, given that our food production
LV DPRQJ WKH PRVW FDUERQ HVFLHQ
is primarily designed to target carbon-intensive industrial
sectors (such as steel, cement, and fertilisers), rather than
agricultural products.

The EU’s own interests, such as maintaining access to
New Zealand’s agricultural exports and upholding free trade
principles, would act as a natural check against an extreme
UHVSRQVH OLNH WDULuUV
MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY In short, the idea of widespread trade sanctions or the
dismantling of the deal is highly unlikely. Our trade, even our
Requires quality shearers and woolhandlers for | trade with the EU is not dependent on the Paris Agreement.

SHUPDQHQW RU VHDVRQDO ZR Tﬁ he*&@ﬁ@ég@@wwer%%ﬁqgm@duction anyway.

s one IS more often raised by people on our side who

must be drug free. have been following this issue for a while.
It's true that the Paris Agreement says (Article 2.1.b) that
Phone Tony 027 693 3010 HURUWY WR IRVWHU FOLPDWH UHVLC
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emissions development should be done “in a manner thatHO referendum

does not threaten food production.” With our campaign about withdrawing from the Paris
There is clearly a way out for New Zealand governmeniAgreement, we've had many supporters asking what we

within the black-and-white of the Paris Agreement textthink about the petition for a referendum on withdrawing

to say that reducing agricultural emissions would threateinrom the World Health Organisation (WHO).

food production, as New Zealand food production is already Thatisn’t a part of the Groundswell mission, but we know

PD[LPDOO\ HVFLHQW XQGHU F XU Utk B santethikgnRuay RiJyotd dAreDaQoat. [ tHavd/the

practice. And if that had been the case, we mightbeot NLQG RI WKLQJ \RXJUH LQWHUHVWHC

campaigning to quit Paris. www.whoknows.co.nz. Thank you again for your support.
%XW LQ SUDFWLFH (UVW WKH $ Wt tegardsRindid Bigde,H-Quvie, IME @ndyeZTeam

the Luxon Government have both set emissions reducti@t Groundswell NZ. (H DUH D JUDVVURRW

targets so ridiculously high that they would have to eati ntd&J HSUHVHQWLQJ IDUPHUV JURZHU\

agricultural emissions. ZLWKRXW WKH UHVRXUFHV RI WKH SF
We say we need to quit the Paris Agreement because of \RX FDQ FKLS LQ WR RXU FDPSDL.

how the New Zealand political class interact with it in theW R I[UHH 1HZ =HDODQG IURP WKH 3Dl

real world, not just how the text is written up in theory. (See next page for some heavyweight support from
So, while it's correct to say that the Paris Agreement allowsminent international scientists.)

for policies to maintain food production, New Zealand ok kK k&

politicians have been unable to use it. We need to deny the

choice to them all together and quit Paris.
We've made real ground so far in this campaign by makirlg

it an issue that politicians are talking about and (some) media

are asking questions on, but there’s plenty of work left to dp.

Thank you for your support.

Meetings
Your support and the support from the tens of thousanfls
of other Groundswell supporters means the politicians afe
paying attention. In the last month, we’ve met with both Tod
McClay (Minister of Agriculture) and David Seymour (ACT
Leader, Minister for Regulation among other portfolios, anfl
acting Prime Minister at the time).

We told both that we expect action on pulling out of th
Paris Agreement, along with other key priorities we've begn
pushing on like rural banking regulations and RMA sectio

ODQG FODVVL,FDWLRQV 613V 6860V HWF

While you can never count on a politician beyond their
interests in the next election, there are some promising
comments out of the ministers.

We'll see if they deliver and keep the pressure on them
in any case.

‘RPHQ ZRROSUHVVH UVT@®W6TRMRHD KK |
V\Wbove: OROOLH ORUDW UXQQHU XS

BARROWCLIFFE SHEARING
Fancy work in the King Country, Nov-Feb and May-July
periods? Have you got:
»  Good work ethic?
Positive attitude?
Respect for fellow employees and clients?
Ability to have fun?
Willing to take advantage of training opportunities?

Call Mark on 0275 544 433
Email: mjbarrow@xtra.co.nz

Member NZSCA and ShearNZ
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(UHFWV RI 1HW =HUR E\

BURIHVVRU RI1 ¢D tasm&an® &\sRiRiN Getd-budyHronDredt and dairy
QFHV (PHULWXYV pdil ElatkdjabsiadieVenu® ey erésits W H
RJ LOOLDP +DSSHU 3ubRaia YhRrkkt Rives3rkentsLik Musinesses that
ULQFHWRQ 8QLYHUVLW\create jobs and GDP because of subsidies and

regulations diverting huge amounts of capital to
Physics proves that policies by the United States and other achieve Net Zero, for example, $12 trillion in global
countries to reduce CO2 emissions to Net Zero by the Year renewable energy investment
DQG HOLPLQDWH IRVVLO IXHOV Zhne@eds&lYddd hatvkhbré darhorodididéHdreates

RQ WHPSHUDWXUH DQG ZHDWKHU Faqdfiol la¥iddy BuHtRes Mqgtire EombaMied b HepdiK |
average citizen and countries worldwide. carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions and
‘H >/LQG]HQ DQG +DSSHU®@ DU HykddtHdy ft&doml iorbduéeMitny. Holddef sthce carbon
special expertise in radiation physics, which describgfxide is saturated, that data is immaterial, misleading and
KRZ FDUERQ GLR[LGH &2  DuHRMWexdhd\W Thereford-itsholid-h¥{ Beldéne.
atmosphere. . More carbon dioxide means more foodContrary to
Saturation. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climat@ommon reporting, carbon dioxide is essential to life on
Change (IPCC) has long claimed that the “evidence dgrth. Since carbon dioxide is now saturated, more carbon
clear that carbon dioxide (CO2) is the main driver Qfjoxide increases the amount of food available to people
FOLPDWH FKDQJH * ZKHUH WKH\ GydrgQisi, WitPhoQisked? datastidphi¥VghdbRl & Ring or
responsible for more than 50% of the change.” = extreme weather. For example, if carbon dioxide doubled
To the contrary, physics proves that carbon dioxide 4§ 800 ppm, carbon dioxide will increase the food available
not now, nor at higher levels, “the main driver of climatgqridwide by approximately 60%.
change.” At the level carbon dioxide is at now, about 420accordingly, Net Zero regulations and subsidies in the
parts per million (ppm), physics is clear that it no longgnited States and worldwide must be stopped as soon as
LV DQ HUHFWLYH JUHHQKRXVH JDYRVVLEOH WR DYRLG GLVDVWURXV H
Carbon dioxide’s ability to warm the planet is now veryng people and countries worldwide.
VPDOO EHFDXVH LWV HuUHFWV RQ (:QPM /66 fubishRiWcohthde tBBeé dsed Krld ¥hpanded
called in physics “saturated.” Further increases in carbgfl provide more carbon dioxide and make more nitrogen
dioxide in the atmosphere cannot cause catastrophic glofafilizer to make more food available around the world,
ZDUPLQJ RU H[WUHPH ZHDWKHU Qi hroNde tefldbW artd @hExpEnkite Bretyl BFbeople
increases in warming. (Neither can methane and nitrodigerywhere.
oxide, whose level is so small that they are irrelevant toRead the entire Net Zero Averted Temperature
climate). Increase report herdittps://co2coalition.org/wp-content/

Net Zero by 2050 will have only a tiny effect on ypjoads/2024/06/Net-Zero-Averted-Temperature-
temperature. As we have demonstrated in a technicghcrease-2024-06-11.pdf

report, reducing United States and worldwide COgeferences

temperature increase: ,Zero Avoided Temperature Increase, (Net Zero Averted
* United States Net Zero by 2050 — only 2/100 °Femperature Increase — CO2 Coalition; https://co2coalition.
o org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Net-Zero-Averted-
*  Worldwide Net Zero by 2050 — only 13/100 °*Fremperature-Increase-2024-06-11.pdf
N o i o R. Lindzen, W. Happer and S. Koonin, “Fossil Fuels and
These numbers are trivial, but their cost is immense. Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) Climate Science.
'LVDVWURXY 1HW =HUR (UuUHFWV RQ WKH 8 6 D(SG :IQUOGZLGH
VXEVLGLHV ZLOO KDYH GLVDVW UWRynYentd abovéMd im aQ?FoQﬁq@ LN wh XNGrQRW
limited to, essentially eliminating in numerous countriegjiminished because of its intended withdrawal from the Paris

but not all: Climate Accord. For every reference to America in the above

* gascarsand trucks, and forced purchasing of electigmmary therefore, feel free to substitute 'New Zealand'.
vehicles (EVSs)

» fossil fuel electric plants that provide the majority
of electricity worldwide

« gas furnaces, gas stoves and gas heaters, and
requiring heat pumps and electric appliances I

» fossil fuels because they are the source
approximately 90% of human carbon dioxidg
emissions

» fossil fuels critical to producing nitrogen fertilizer
that feeds nearly half the world 'RXJ /DLQJ 6KHDULQJ 6SRUWYV 1=

« weekend car driving and restricting airplane trave
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The Return (Short story)

%\ SUWKXU ,QJV
They parked the car on the side d
the road and walked slowly along the
seldom-used farm track. There wer
two of them. A grey haired old man
his back stooped and walking with thg
aid of a stick. The youth walking besidd
him was obviously his grandson. In thi
environment he looked out of place. Th
old man paused and gazed at the derelict
building further along the paddock
shaking his head in disbelief.

“Hell Granddad, did you really use
to shear in that dump?” the boy asked.

‘When | shore in that shed boy it wa
one of the top sheds on my run,’ the ol
man quietly replied.

“Must have been a long time ago.”

‘Guess it was a long time ago,’ he saic
‘long before you were born.’ The building ,
showed every sign of total neglect. Marrl]}é{
of the weather boards were rotted a
areas of roofing were missing. Ever
window on the side facing them wa
broken. This was a casualty of a she
farm converting to dairying.

‘Bloody crying shame,’ the old man
muttered as he continued walking alon
the once familiar track.

D o=

DD

o

Hey boy,’ the old man said to histhe old Cooper machine, rugged but
andson, ‘put your back into this.” Onceeliable, had once hung.
INside, the boy gazed with undisguised The grinder stand was still there but
gorror at the mess. “Bloody hell,” waghe double-ended grinder, along with the
| that he could think of to say. shearing machine, was long gone. He
The old man walked towards theéemembered the days when this four-
shearing board, oblivious of all thestand shed had been a vital part of the
gjbbish and neglect. He was re-enterirfgrm management and economy. The
world that he knew, understood anshearers would arrive just after daylight
: oved. In his mind he was no longer aready for a 5:00am start. A pleasant part
Iaﬁc?ir;[ge%ecrrtr)?itéeeg ttr?aet fﬁgrﬁrggtgumé Id man as he relived the past. He wad the day, cool and fresh. That was
that had once covered them to preve%?ung and physically strong. A reliabléoefore some damn fool politician down
slipping had disintegrated with rust Th@erfectlonlst at his job. A‘Gun Shearerin Wellington lumbered the country with
main door no longer ran freely aloﬁg itd the true sense of the word. He gazetaylight saving and plunged the starting
rails and had to be lifted at the wall above the shutes to wheténe back into darkness.
' The ‘score’ marks were still clearly
visible on the wall studs where
. o e numberless shearers had ‘stropped’
payl‘ou gz "\VO'Clng made easy their combs. The nails on which Ft)rﬁ)ey
had hung their combs and cutters were

Shear Simplicity - easy to use payroll and invoicing still there. Two-inch nails. from which

software for shearing and contracting businesses. their heads had been removed, driven
into the stud. On number three stand
i“iwiA ~"VeD i\ a gear tin still hung on its hook, the

: : . bottom completely rusted out.
Support from experienced industry professionals “Where did you shear Grandad?” the

Save time by entering tally sheet dfalta only once boy asked, oblivious of the fact that he
Pay employees and produce payslips was intruding.

Invoice clients and track payments against accounts ‘Here,’said the old man, indicating the
Produce PAYE, employee earnings reports and GST on receipts number one stand, ‘the Ringer’s stand.’
reports “My Dad said that you only have to

Integrates with MYOB IMS Payroll and Accounting applications Eg asdtr%ngelr;tshﬁ eg?grk,, and weak in the
o ‘Your dad should know,’ answered the
c«] V>ee "a 07\ old man. ‘He's never shown a bloody

sheep in his life. Nor done anything else

To discuss how we can help,

Il us on: Phone 07 838 1961 o :
call us on: Phone Q% paer[[ Plus [td | worth-while, he was going to add, but

Email: admin@payrollplusltd.co.nz decided against it.

The catching pens were now empty, as
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they had been for many years. Strangely,
all the doors were still swinging. Ther
had been thousands of sheep dragged
through these doors and across the boarg
over the years. The shute slides wefe
still in place and on the old man’s stanfl
the shute pin was still hanging from it
string. He grabbed the slide with both
hands and was surprised at how eas(ly
it opened. There was a rush of fresh gir
around his legs.
The shed had been gutted and usgd
to store hay. The stable-type doors
through which so many thousands d
sheep had entered were missing, and the
interior of the shed had been desecratgd
by starlings. He clearly remembereg
where the old Donald tip-over wool
press had stood. The only evidende
now was a bent and buckled press pjn
hanging from a nail on the wall.
He quietly remembered some of “Hey, Grandad, why has this old His gaze shifted to the distant
the shearers who had worked witfbroom got this rubber thing on it?” thepaddocks. In his mind he could still see
him. There was young Owen Morganboy asked. He had found it among the mobs of sheep being driven along
whose ability was matched only by hisK HDS RI UXEELVK pu,W YthelgQyRanwédids WedHed IDREE H tife
enthusiasm. His promising career wadrops it,” he answered. yards they would be drafted and the
cut short when, as a passenger in his3:KDW GLUHUHQFH G Rhight péikIEft\id emptiddit'Before being
mate’s Ute, he was killed when they The old man ignored him. He wouldshedded later in the evening.
collided with a bridge, after spendingnever understand the effect that a Most of the shepherds who had
too long in the pub. dropped broom has on the nerves ahustered here had great teams of dogs.
There was Wally Coombs. A goodshearers concentrating on what theyhere were the great bully huntaways.
honest worker who had never mastered HUH GRLQJ O0DQ\ D A HHe¢Fdst, Rle€iDhéalihgHiQgs, and at
the skill of shearing. The job never camabused for ‘dropping the broom’. least one ‘all rounder’ capable of doing
easy to him, so he gave it away and He looked out the window at theeverything from ‘backing’ in the yards
went share-milking. There was Johnngount out pens. Most of the posts wer® boiling the billy. That's if you want
Ellis, a top shearer with an infectiousstill there and a few of the rails hungo believe the shepherd.
grin and a never-ending repertoire gbrecariously on rusted nails. Many ‘Bloody pity it's not still a sheep and
smutty yarns. were the times that he had gazed ouattle place,” he murmured to himself.
7TKHUH KDG EHHQ VR Ris widdbd M thé\ éhtl 6fth run, astH GULIWHG Ru LQWR D ZF
0's’ too, most of them girls. The oldhis sheep were being tallied out and It was his grandson who brought him
PDQ DOzZD\V UHJD UG H GeqowlétiHThEreRvas @ JOf db pérsondlack to reality.
a thankless bloody job, but someonsatisfaction watching well-shorn sheep “Grandad,” he said, “I think that we
has to do it. ‘running out’. had better go soon. Mum and dad are
going out tonight.”

‘Sure boy,’ answered the old man
quietly. He lowered the shute slide,
allowing it to drop with its once familiar
bang. He took one long look around
before returning to the real world.

Old habits die hard. As he turned to
leave he reached out and latched his
catching pin door.

* kkkk*k

(Reprinted fromOut of the Scrub by
Daylight, by Arthur Ings, Kiwiana
Publications 2005. Copyright approval
to publish received from the Ings family,
March 2025.

* Inset image of handpiece, from an
original painting by Lois Ings. The other
shed images are not directly related to
the 'shed' in the story.

* See more over page.
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About Arthurs Ings:
Arthur Ings was born in 1929 and raise
a farmer at Otewa, "a small farmin
community nestled between the hill
south of Otorohanga,” in the King
Country. His mother died when he wal
just a child and he started at Oturo|
Primary School [a farming district nea
+DPXUDQD HDVW RI /DINH 5RWRUXD@ ZKHQ
he was six. He walked out the gatds

aged twelve.

"Over-educated, and having
penchant for writing stories, he beca
one of those kids whose instruction wds
cutshortin New Zealand, when they le
VFKRRO WR KHOS ({OO|WKH ODERXU VKRUWD}|JH
caused by World War I1."

Biographical notes on Arhur's boo
cover describe how, "over the ne
60 years, between fencing, shearin
and dairiy farming, writing remained
a passion. He wrote for radio an

PAVHXPV CUHERUGCHG EUWKXU V' VKHDULGQI AbXE YUMKXK DQURXQ G

books with poetry and short siories” 1 JpyRPD $URKHQD 3XNBOWXOHDKMBUHSLFWXUHG
Arthurs stories are meless andspsp RXWK 3DUDZHUBRX@EK ZRERIOVHK HORpas@e:W K H

engaging, funny andenlightening. Theyy KH 6RXWK :DLNDWR +&IDG& MK MVKHQBRPSIXD VR L

el of a world thatis now passing N'p vPpOO VKHDULQJ JDQB +LV UM KRILV GDHMG LQ

history. KLV AHHFH R VKHGKEX®&LHG DW 7H $ZDPXWX &
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times:

Apart from being a long-term supplier of sheep, Murray has
If you've been around the shearing competition scene for aeyved the Golden Shears Society in many ways. He served
length of time you will have heard the little speech a thousao the General Committee at least since 1983. He succeeded

, G OLNH WR WKDQN WKH VS & Hankersley Kasl PleSideit in\L 9981 &hd $&ridd in that

MXGJHV WKH RWKHU FRPSHWLWR asitibrQ@dsthekldarsD UPHU ITRU VXSSO\LQJ

WKH V Khdss cases, the nervous young speechmakeMurray was bestowed with Life Membership in 2004 and
(novice or junior shearer or woolhandler) would not knoawarded the Alastair Simpson Memorial Trophy in 2013 for
the actual names of the sponsor, the committee, the judgesutstanding service to Golden Shears.

the farmer who supplied the sheep.

At Golden Shears for more than 40 years Murray Tom
has been one of those farmers supplying the sheep. He rec
he started in 1979 and apart from a year or two when the f3
7H O DwWadtho dry to present sheep in good competiti
order, has been doing so ever since. This year sheep f
the Tomlin property were in the novice heats and semis,
Student challenge, the junior heats and the senior and o
speedshears.

Situated at Tauwheru, about 20km west of Masteffien,
0 D WIBQO0 acres) carries about 2600 ewes and a Heref
stud of some 80 cattle. Murray ruidd 0 DieBnjunction
with son Bruce, who also has a house on the property.

"All the sheep we supply for Golden Shears are two-toot

‘H JHW WKHP LQ D ZHHN RU VR EHI

n
Kons
Arm
DN
fom
he
pen

prd

1S.
RUH WKH 6KHDUY DQG GUDIW Ru

700 or 800 from which the competition sheep are then sorte

dll

From statistics readily available we are able to extract
following information on just where some of those Tomli

Above: / XFLQGD

/X
VXSSOLHUV RI VKHHS WR

DQG O0XUUD\ 7

+ *R

ars:

sheep have been utilised in the Shears events over the y
2002 180 for contractors event
IRU MXQLRU VHPL;QDOV
IRULQWHUPHGLDWH VHPL¢
156 for contractors event
IRU MXQLRU VHPL;QDOV
IRULQWHUPHGLDWH VHPL¢
156 for contractors event
IRU MXQLRU VHPL;QDOV
IRULQWHUPHGLDWH VHPL¢
450 for open shearing heats
78 for novive shearing heats
IRU QRYLFH ¢QDO
200 for senior heats
6KHHS IRU <)& %OXH 5LEERQ
54 for novice heats
186 for junior heats
IRU QRYLFH ¢QDO

2003

2004

2005
2006

2007

DDOV

ODDOV

DOV

[aNAYA)

Above: OXUUD\ ZLWK 5DHOHQH OF
WKH WUDQV 7DVPDQ ZRROKDQG{

RPOL
O GH(

228 for intermediate heats
24 for NI woolhandling circuit
IRU VHQLRU VKHDULQJ VHP
28 for novice heats
126 for junior heats
IRU QRYLFH ¢QDO
260 for intermediate heats
36 for NIWH circuit
IRU VHQLRU VKHDULQJ VHP

2008

SHWHU 6 *RRGPpP(
0DQ &XVWRP +RXVH

L, QDOV

We have vacanC|es for professional shearers, shedharic

-accommoationytopspayirates dndesteady, |
round work with busy main-shear and pre-lamb runs.

. -RH H2 v F H
DY R\Grant Smith 0272 413 010

5 and

NROUAIYIDECROUUISNK BXUNMR Q E |

ear-
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Greenblazer

%\ '"HV :LOOLDPYV
Tom Kelly was no stranger to the green blazer with Australip’s
Coat of Arms on the pocket prior to his appointment a$ a
shearing judge for the 2025 trans-Tasman series at Mastefton.
His credits include managing the Australian team attendjng
the world championships at Scotland in 2023, and he yas
Australia’s representative shearing judge at the 2012 wqrld
championships in Masterton.

Even further back in time Tom was the self-appointed ‘Bpg
carrier’ at Gorey in 1998 when his wife Marion Kelly w
one of the Australian woolhandlers (with Craig Rowsell).
Self-appointed maybe, though he recalls being elevatedl to
PWHDP RVFLDOY LQ RUGHU WR DWWHQG WKH ZRUOG EDQTXHW WKDW \H
— perhaps an example of Peter Black’s managerial vigion
and perception coming into play! Although Tom didn't eafn
a blazer on that occasion, both Craig (2nd) and Marion (3th)

PDGH WKH ZRUOG (QDO ZKLFK ZbV ZRQ E\ $QJKDUDG 0DLU
Lewis of Wales.

And just to keep the balance right in the Kelly fami
household, Tom reminds us that Marion Kelly was Australig’s
woolhandling judge at Golden Shears Masterton in 2017!
it's one-all on that score.

With the handpiece, Tom (and Trevor Bacon) represented
Australia’s Eastern States at Golden Shears in 1997, prigr to
the reintroduction of fully representative, three-man shearjng
sports teams at Perth later that year. Western Australia’s paj
were Paul Kirk and Mike Henderson and New Zealand hﬁai())jl&ve 7RP .HOO\ RQ VWDJH WKXPE DW
Colin King and David Fagan, who won the contest. Rl KLV RZQ +LV IDWKHU ZDV NLOOHC

Tom was with the Australian team on stage at Masterffwm was just seven — he hadn't been a shearer himself but
prior to the start of the 2025 trans-Tasman test, but the tefigall the crutching on the farm. “So, | lost my father when
manager didn’t introduce him by name. While not overlywas young and that was a devastating thing but | also had
XSVHW E\ WKDW 7RP FRQ¢{(UPHG PWKHUULHRSFOHVKBG 2RRIKE OBKWKH
omission. He suggests it would be useful for all speaksisters and a brother. One sister, Joanne was married to 1986
WR KDYH D pUXQQLQJ VKHHWY R IwwKdhendpionWrarkFagnfad (RIRu VR uPRUH
important’ people like sponsors get mentioned and thankedom describes Kilmore as a great place to live. “We've got

Tom and Marion live at Kilmore, 60 kilometres north afome really good facilities in the community, good schools
Melbourne, though Tom observes “Melbourne is gettirgd opportunities for kids and we've reared our three girls
closer all the time!” Having lived and grown up on the familyere so everything you might need is close by. Brianna, the
farm, he still runs the property and and has a smaller bletdest, studied agri-business at University and now works
for an agricultural company that collects data and generates
statistics so she is pretty entrenched in that role.

Above 7TUHYRU %DFRQ DQG 7RP .HOO\ + (DVWHUQ $XVWUDOLD
6WDWHV UHSV DW *ROGHQ 6KHDWLLVY ZKHQ 7RP VD\V KH
ZHLIJKHG NJ DQG ZDV VKHDULQJ AboveH ARV RHIOWK HI XHBDUQ IKIRXW WKH E
QXPEHUV KDYH JRQH XS DQG GRZHQDOMKHY DHODXH RMLQYFHIDWFKHYV DQC
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Kiwis on with a fair chance of winning.

“Personally, | wasn't all that fast
but generally had good quality. Then
shearers started coming along with pace
and quality and | was thinking, ‘That’s
not how it's meant to work.” So we've
seen a huge improvement all round.

“So, over time we have developed a
pretty sound pathway for finding and
producing Australia's best. Our systems at
State and National level are working well.
Our nationals at Katanning last year were
really hot. The only time Daniel Mcintyre
looked like winning it was when he won
it! A couple of young fellows were really
shearing well and putting the pressure on
him, and that's what you want — it was so
enjoyable to watch.

Above -XGJH 7RP .HOO\ OHIW RQ VWDJH DV WK GH fiyin vfl?l
WHDP PDQDJHU 6WXDUW *ULJJ WDONV ZLWK K
WR EH YLFWRULRXV WULR + 'DQLHO OF,QW\UK tjﬂ Eg

Mcin recamet oug an n

"She and her partner live about 3Shearer with Sam Te Whata — he wasthe seventh time. He surely has to be at
minutes north of Kilmore. Shannon issuper slick shearer. But we in Australighe top end of the very best ever among
also engaged in business studies amgkre coming from a competition formatAustralian shearers, following on from
both she and Petria live and work locallythat was a fair way back compared witkhe great (two-times world champion)

TRPTV ¢UVW YLVLW W RhdtweZwitnelsSed &t T &uil Bodr owrshannon Warnest.
in 1990 and he recalls being at the Nesompetitions were based on set times*“| thought Golden Shears was
Zealand championships in Te KuitiDQG MXVW D IHZ VKHH§DQWDK/HVEQDOKLY \HDU
when Edsel Forde and David Fagan "l remember getting to look at anone of them had won it before and
ZDJHG WKHLU PDJQ L ¢sEdrehéét sdinBuheremmi WoWdIDBMite elation that Toa Henderson showed
over 25 sheep. “That was just mindFagan had shorn the quickest time, haghen his name was called — you could
blowing, | had never thought | wouldthe lowest board score and was loweste all the work and the passion coming
ever see anything like that. The leadcore out the back — I just didn't believgut that had gone into his victory.
changed several times over those latat somebody could do that! 3, ZDV DOVR KHUH >LQ
few sheep — David would get ahead by a“In Australia at that time, the quicker2017 ‘loitering around’ while Marion
couple of blows and Edsel kept cominghearers were generally rough, and was judging the woolhandling events
back. Unbelievable. was the slower shearers who producethd | got to see Rowland Smith win

“I think my trip here in 1990 came asthe good quality. But looking back nowthe Open for the fourth time. He

a prize out of the Warrnambool Shearsye are pretty proud about where wevas shearing well — so composed,
ZKHUH , ZRQ WKH L QW HhareHG tohwhiSpoiQIhear Augli@liacontrolled, so accurate. You think
made the intermediate semis at Te KuitDur boys can swagger into Goldeou've already seen everything in David
Then | came back in 1992 as anope6KHDUV QRZ FRQ ¢ G H QRé&lgdn latMiB dlprende Béat Wiktitthen
Smith comes along years later, had that
great battle for time honours with Gavin

; ) Mutch (Smith one blow ahead after 18
Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine sheep and six shots ahead at the end) and
produced the best quality to go with it."

:H UHTXLUH VWD#? -X0O\ 2FWREH[p oh-wignately \beas paron Haynes

Accommodation, travel and meals provided %’E '[5\/\?%”'[2 \g'g I&/Iﬂtc?@well back in
Good attitude towards work and our clients essential Away from farming responsibilities
Reliable work and weather patterns in Central Otago Tom and Marion both work in thé
industry as instructors. “We've got
Employment Agreement based on NZSCA our own network with Shearer and

Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme Woolhandl_ing _training in the Eastern
States which is funded by Australian

Wool Innovation (AWI). Marion

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie teaches woolhandling and wool classing
7HO )D[ and | do follow up work in the sheds

) . ; with young shearers that have been to

Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz a shearing school, trying to get them

established as employable shearers.”
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Perhaps not surprisingly (given sister
Joanne’s connections), Tom got his stgrt
in shearing with John and Mark Conlal
at Kyneton, back in the late 19809.
“They organised the annual Kyneto
Shears and they told me | had to ent
in it. | thought, ‘Nah, that’s not for me’
but they were struggling for numbers i*

1%

r

the learners’ division and told me | ha
to be there! | reluctantly turned up o
the day and won and that changed my
attitude to competitions.

“So then | started getting around
the sports shear circuit and I've wo
probably 27 or 28 open titles over th
years, including a couple of Victori
State titles. | could always shear
merino pretty clean and that can ta
you a long way towards winning &
competition in Australia. I've also doneAbove  7KH $XVWUDOLDQ WHDP DW WKH ZRUOG WH
a little bit of shearing in WA and South ZKHQ ODULRQ .HOO\ ITURQW ZDV DQ RYFLD!
Australia but | never had to travel too QRW SLFWXUHG ZDV WKH XQRYFLDO EDJJDJH P
IDU IURP KRPH WR ¢QG YRHNUHKH YHWHY %ODFN WHDP PDQDJHU 0U (L
weren't always overly nice butthework WR ,UHODQG &UDLJ 5RZVHOO ZRROKDQGOHU |

was there and available.” _ "But when they make you the teanmanxious to do everything right. This time
Tom acknowledges involvement withmanager you hop on the plane and geas more relaxing, we were really well
competitions brought opportunities folig the United Kingdom and Scotlandooked after and the way they catered
both he and Marion to travel overseasg do the best you can for your countrfor us made it a neat experience.
“Like going to Scotland in 2023 — < really enjoyed judging at Golden “And as an unbiased judge | can admit
probably you wouldn’t go so far toshears Masterton this year. Back ithat seeing the Australian boys get the
attend a world championship unless yop012, the last time | judged there, | wab done in the trans-Tasman test added
had some family interest. a bit younger and | suppose a bit more few extra degrees to the enjoyment.”

Busy North Canterbury run
&OHDQ UHOLDEOH| VWDU ZDQWHG
Mainshear November-April
Pre-lamb May-September

New client enquiries welcome
Phone Mike Morgan
021 251 7742 Above -RDQQH &RQODQ QHH .HOO\ DQ

SLFWXUHG DW WKH :DUUQDPERRO 6K
DURXQG -RDQQH V VKRXOGHU ZLHOG!

m|ke091@w|ndowsl|veom KDQGSLHFHV LQ $XVWUDOLDQ VKHDU

D KLJKO\ VNLOOHG ZRROKDQGOHU LG
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That's a (feed) lot of lambs to shear!

%\ +LODU\ *LHW]JHQ OLQRW 1R UWIkad insdisfadory8ikmanship, at least by my standards.
In the 1990s, the feedlot at Oriska, North Dakota wher&everal of the other sheep shearers wanted to stay at my
| sheared a lot of feeder lambs was cutting back on tiptaice. | didn’t really mind other shearers being there, but it
workload and numbers of lambs to shear, and eventually ttmagle more workload for me to clean up behind them. There
completely retired. About the same time, there was anothere a couple of them that | would describe as slobs. Then
feedlot getting started southwest of Fargo in the Wyndmehe, one “slob” complained about the food that | provided.
North Dakota area. It wasn't my responsibility to provide a place for them to
Some of my friends were shearing at this feedlot, so | nestaly and provide food, so when the guy complained, | told
inquired about working there, but | would hear about the pléwe that | wasn'’t prepared to provide a meal, and that he
frequently. Then at one point, these other sheep shearers a$i@dd stop in town and pick something up when we drove
me to come and help them. | was happy to help. Then lgteough. As we passed through town, | could see in my rear
these sheep shearers wanted to retire, and the feedlot owiesv,mirror that he just kept following me. When we arrived
David Buskohl, was already familiar me and my work. Davidy place, | asked him why he didn't stop. He said that he
hired me to take over from the retiring sheep shearers. didn't have any money to pay for food.
7KH ¢ UVW \HDU WKDW , VKHDUHG WRHKWDHH, VIGHDHUIBQOH 8 M UWWISHHG WL Y H
feeder lambs. The second year | sheared closer to 1,800 lantisr sheep shearers, | was gaining experience in babysitting,
The third year there was about 3,000 lambs. That was DI G VKRXOG KDYH PRUH TXDOL¢FDW!
FDSDFLW\ IRU KLV IDFLOLWLHV | ¢t¢@&R\HG ZRUNLQJ WKHUH DQG LW ¢!
in very well with my route. Most of the work was coming in | talked to the owner, David, about the situation, and told
the fall before my main sheep shearing season would be¢i. P WKDW , ZDV EHWWHU Ru ZKHQ Kt
This lasted for a few years, and | was enjoying evetlyle to shear them all myself. | told David that | would like
moment that | was working there. Then the feedlot decidedjive up the job, and he should hire someone else, and |
to expand, and he went to about 5,000 lambs. This timenvold work for them.
wanted to have more sheep shearers there to do the job ifilaat really got David’s attention, and we decided that |
shorter time. would do the entire job myself. The problem that | had was
It was possible to get sheep shearers in the fall and eatign | worked alone, one sheep shearer can't shear enough
winter, but when the main sheep shearing season came,ltirehs to justify for David to help, or to hire someone to do
no sheep shearers would come to help, and | was respontiblevrangling. So | needed to do the wrangling myself.
to shear the remaining lambs. So to put this situation in th8o | charged David a certain amount to do the shearing, and
eyes of the other sheep shearers, it was “our” job in the fafl additional amount to chase the lambs up the chute, and yet
and “my” responsibility during the busy season. another additional amount to pick up the wool and run the
, KDG GLuHUHQW VKHHS VKHDUHMEYV-"RKHEOS— WX v W——ZRKREYHO—FRX9G
get. The lambs varied in size and condition, so we coulg
do them all at the same time. We would only shear a few da n;‘”—_.@ A[ﬁ] a[_UJ (5 |m GAR « ﬂ] |m (]
at a time, which made it hard for me to schedule help. THe
were sheep shearers available, but it was sometimes hard to
PDNH VFKHGXOHV ZRUN , ZDV OR)}LQJ WLPH DC{L‘E@}FLHQF\ DQG
losing production.
When the other sheep shearers were there, it made p lot
more workload for me. Whenever there was a problent, it
always came back to me. Some of the other sheep sheprer ",

Above: +LODU\ *LHW]HQ WUDYHOV ¢UYVvW FODVV ZKHQHYHU SRVVLEOH
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wool packer. When | did the extra work, | received more gay
SHU VKHHS EXW , ZDV VKHDULQJ DERXW WZHQW\ (YH OHVV VKHHS [SHU
day. So it was about a wash for me, and a better situationthan
hiring other sheep shearers and someone to do the wrangling.
There were some advantages as well. Most importantly,
| was completely on my own schedule, and | could wgrk
whatever days, and whatever hours that were best for me. |
had less workload and less stress when there were no pther
sheep shearers to deal with.
Whenever | had a group of lambs to shear, | would drive my
SLFNXS RQ WKH ¢UVW GD\ DQG GURS Ru P\ HTXLSPHQW DQG ZRRO

packer. Then | would drive an old car on subsequent d&ys- - L
This saved miles on my pickup, and | had lower operattfﬁgm them done, all went well, and | was prompt in doing it,

costs. This worked good for quite a few years. I won't be able to do it again. It was in the spring of 2019

When David would have about 5,000 feeder lambs, tWhen | sheared the last feeder lambs at that particular feedlot.
was really nice. Then some years, he would have about 8,008 thinking that it was twenty one years of driving into
feeder lambs. I could do that, but it was certainly a heait@t driveway, and the total number of sheep sheared was
work load. Then when he jumped from 5,000 to 8,000 fee grastonishing 184,000 sheep in that one building in that
lambs, to around 11,000 to 13,000 feeder lambs, that yard.

really hard, but | managed it for several years. +LODU\ *LHW]HQ LV DQ RFBim&ing QD
While | was doing this exorbitant amount of feeder lampsp JD]LQH +LV PRVW UHFHQW VWRU\ |
P

alone, word was getting out among other sheep shearers@ISHDUHG LQ WKH 1RYHPEHU HGL
other feedlots nationwide, and somewhat with other sheep

shearers in other countries. Keep in mind that | was doin 'r
regular route of ewes on farms as well. Of course, it wal S \V/ VAV ST@ NN ST = | = A 2\ [ @
really an ordinary situation.
Then when David’s boy joined the operation, a new build NAP I E R
came up, there were more feeder lambs again. This time
were 18,000 head. That is a lot. | ended up doing all of t TEL 06 835 9571 or 021 423 886 (Brendan)
feeder lambs alone. It was a lot of work, and it took a toll )
my body. And furthermore, a lot of these feeder lambs neq Email:
to be sheared at the same time that | should’'ve been doin
lambing ewes on the farms. These feeder lambs were r
interfering with my route.
It was at this time that | sheared sheep every consec
day from January 16th to the middle of June, making for
consecutive days of shearing. | have never done this sg
thing before, and | certainly won't be able to do it again.
What | was accomplishing was unheard of by anyone,
in the United States and abroad.
KHQ , ¢QLVKHG WKH IHHGH |

V '|7VIR e NE gngarﬁg goXt}'agtyrsuADssEogétion

ember

(Marty Feldman).
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Waitomo Shearing Sports

Above, :DLWRPR 1RYLFH DOLVWY 3KLO

L Pxe) KQVWRQ FRPPLWWHH
$QGHUVRQ $LPHH $WNLQ %ULDU -RLQHYV

- +DOO

0 0

Above, . DLWRPR -XQLRU ¢QDOLVWY 6XH 7XUQHY ZKDHD -RGHLVKD .LUNS
VW 7DQD ODJXLUH WK 6RQ\D )DJDQ (UG 'DYLG +DJOH\ WK

Top: <HS LW ZDV GH{QLWH
GD\ DW DMidWI& RRGJH 5LFKI
ODJXLUH DQG G Bk WH I

Above, :DLWRPR ,QWHUPHGLDWH ILQDOLV '\/\/DWR:MOR-&\MQ(\@WHDQOE&@@
+DPXHUD +HQGHUVRQ ORDQD 1LNRUD /XIdH;@DI%lgV%D%\%W5WWﬂ@%N§‘
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Above, IlURP OHIW 3KLO -RKQVWRQ FRPPLWWHH 5KHLQPOOYV

*HWKLQ /HZLV

/JOU\U -RQHYV

'DYLG %XLFN -DFN )DJDQ 1

PDQDBdoWw: 6HQLRU ¢QDOLVWY 7TDHORU 7DUUDQW *DEULHO
JODGJIJDWH &DBE@NP2BRYPGHADOLVWY 7RD +HQGHUVR{Q 'DY

% XLFN

-DFEN )DJDQ %DOPH

Above: <RX G JR D ORQJ ZD
WKH :HOVK 1DWLRQDO $Q
)\ 1IKDGDX VXQJ DQ\ EHW
PDQ V UHQGLWLRQ DW :D
6SRUWYV ODVW PRQWK + P
WKH OLOOHQLXP 6WDGLXF
S5KHLQDOOW +XJKHV JRW |
RQH SRLQW RI YLFWRU
'DYLG %XLFN DQG -DFN )L
SHQDOWLHY EHDW :DOHV
JO\U -RQHV SHQDO\
FRQFHGHG VHYHQ VWURN
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RAIN FROM NOWHERE

His cattle didn't get a bid, they were fairly bloody poor,

What was he going to do? He couldn’t feed them anymore,

The dams were all but dry, hay was thirteen bucks a bale,

Last month'’s talk of rain was just a fairytale,

His credit had run out, no chance to pay what's owed,

Bad thoughts ran through his head as he drove down Gully Road.

8*HH] JUHDW *UDQGDG ERXJKW WKH SODFH EDFN LQ

1RZ 1P VXFK D XVHOHVY EDVWDUG ,Y00 KDY|[H WR VKXW WKH JDWH
&DQMW VXSSRUW P\ ZLIH DQG NLGV QRW OLNH 'DG DQG WKRVH EH|RUH
&ULNH\ *UDQGPD NHSW LW JRLQJ ZKLOH 3RS|IRXJKW LQ WKH ZDU

With depression now his master, he abandoned what was right,
There’s no place in life for failures, he'd end it all tonight.

7KHUH ZHUH VWLOO VRPH WKLQJV WR GR KHJG KDYH WR VKRRW WKH F
Of all the jobs he’d ever done, that would be the worst.

He’d have a shower, watch the news, then they’d all sit down for tea
Read his kids a bedtime story, watch some more TV,

.LVV KLV ZLIH JRRGQLJKW VD\ KH zZzDV Ru WR|VKRRW VRPH URRYV
Then in a paddock far away he’d blow away the blues.

But he drove in the gate and stopped — as he always had

To check the roadside mailbox — and found a letter from his Dad.

Now his Dad was not a writer, Mum did all the cards and mail

But he knew the writing from the notebooks that he’d kept from cattle sales
He sensed the nature of its contents, felt moisture in his eyes,

Just the fact his Dad had written was enough to make him cry.

S6RQ , NORZ LWYIV EORRG\ WRXJK LWIV D FUKHO DQG WZLVWHG JDPH
7KLV OLIH XSRQ WKH ODQG ZKHQ \RXJUH VFUHDPLQJ RXW IRU UDL®
7KHUHYTV QR FDQGOH LQ WKH GDUNQHVV QRW D VLQJOH VSHEN RI [OLJK
%XW GRQFW OHW WKH GHPRQ JHW \RX \RX KDYH WR GR ZKDWTV ULlJKW
"GRQIW NQRZ ZKDWTV LQ \RXU KHDG EXW SXVK WKH EDG WKRXJKWV ZF
6HH \RXJOO DOZD\V KDYH \RXU IDPLO\ DW WKH EDFN HQG RI WKH {D\
3<RX KDYH WR WDON WR VRPHRQH DQG \HDK |[PDWH , NQRZ , UDUH/O\ G|
%XW \RX KDYH WR WKLQN DERXW )LROD DQG WKLQN DERXW WKH NLGV
P ZRUULHG DERXW \RX VRQ \RX KDYHQIW UXQJIRU TXLWH D zKLUOH
''NQRZ WKH URDG \RXJUH RQ UFDXVH ,fYH ZDDNHG HYHU\ EORRG\ PLOH
7KH GDWH" '"HFHPEHU EDFN LQ

%HKLQG WKH VKHG , KDG WKH VKRWJXQ UHVWHG LQ WKH EULJDORE WU
s6HH ,1G ERUURZHG ZD\ WRR PXFK WR EX\ WKH -RKQVRQ SODFH

7KHQ LW GLGQIW UDLQ IRU \HDUV DQG ZH JRW ERPEHG E\ LOWHUHNW U
7KH EDQN ZDV DW WKH GRRU , GLGQIW WKLQW,. %}%,f FiRp L
, EHJDQ WR VTXHH]H WKH WULJJHU * WKDW V . YOF'E?L%
RX VDLG u:KHUH DUH \RX 'DGG\" ,W{V WLPH

IYH JRW 6TXDWWHU DOO VHW XS ZH PLJKW ﬁ o HTOUTDY £ % JK'-H%
3, W UHDOO\ ZDV WKDW FORVH \RXTUH WKH RQ8#GWKPW VR SVEHGE 1 It VIR
$QG \RXTUH WKH RQH WKDW WDXJKW PH WKHUHVH@ROR %QHLL@QWIRH%@
“XVW UHPHPEHU SHRSOH ORYH \RX JRRG IULH@® W >? RZ
/RRN \RX PLJKW KDYH WR VZDOORZ SULGH DQ Fy gl [g/ ng
“XVW fWLO WKLQJV FRPH JRRG VRQ \RXYYH \'({Qh] I]J:,\ﬁ
$0G ZKHQ \RX JHW WKLV OHWWHU ULQJ PH 1 1050 \|4| ?zzﬁ'l\@/%ﬂ

Well he cried and laughed and shook his head then put the truck in gear, URP /ODQJROOHQ %HGZ\
Shut his eyes and hugged his Dad in a vision that was clear, 7DO \ %RQW 3DGG\ 'XQQH

Dropped the cattle at the yards, put the truck away 5XDQ 9LVDJLH IURP %

Filled the troughs the best he could and fed his last ten bales of hay. :LOOLDP 6QRZGHQ IURP 'U
Then he strode towards the homestead, shoulders back and head held high RZERWKDP IURP 3RQWU
He still knew the road was tough but there was purpose in his eye. /HZLV ODEND\ IURP 7KXUVR
He called his wife and children, who'd lived through all his pain, IURP *DODVKLHOV ,ZDQ 5F
Hugs said more than words — he’d come back to them again, /ODQINOOLQ (WKDQ *HOO!
They talked of silver linings, how good times always follow bad, %URRN 7ULVWDQ :KLWH
Then he walked towards the phone, picked it up and rang his Dad. .DWH '"'RQDOG IURP %OD
And while the kids set up the Squatter, he hugged his wife again, %DDVDQGRUM (UGHQHWVR
Then they heard the roll of thunder and they smelt the smell of rain. %XW :DLRPLR 3DHZKHQXD Il
©From $ :KROH /RMWMubaykartin, 2010) JLYHV WKHP D JRRG UXQ |
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The (amazing) handpiece

%\ 5RJHU /HVOLH
| was shearing a huckery old ewe the
other day and came across some fencing
wire in the wool. The worm drive
disengaged as expected and everythipg
came to a safe and happy halt. In the past
if I was lucky and didn't get injured by
the inevitable lockup, I'd have put theg
sheep back in the pen for someone elge
(preferably the sheep owner) to remove
the wire.
Now, as an old hobby shearer, | have
time to deal with this myself, although
it's still not easy hacking a section o
12.5-gauge high tensile wire out of
FRWW\ AHHFH $V , KDF}IHG DzZD\ , WKRXJKW
of the ease the worm drive had deat
with disengaging me from potentia
harm.
| recalled only too well some of the
lockups of the past and the mayhem|a
spinning handpiece could deal out op
a shearing board. | remembered too,
driving a fellow shearer to medicalbright sparks have looked at thehearing itself. They are inclined to
help while his inadequately bandageflandpiece and almost all agree, iISLFN LW XS DQG (GGOH Z
DUP GULSSHG OLIH EO BH3@kdr? Wik Bs Welf &b iPdBd%.U’hByhy back is turned. They unscrew the
my car. His recollection, after hittingask questions like: “What keeps théension nut just to see how it works.
a sneaky brass tag on the back of thension on? Why does the tension screfihey pick it up by the downtube and
right ear, was of the handpiece turningtay where you put it? Surely it vibratesvonder why | shout as it crashes to
into a ravening monster. He had fende@o much to stay there? Why doesn'tiv KH ARRU
it away from his throat with his moreget hot? You mean that fork body just On one memorable occasion a pig
expendable left arm. _ sits on the centre post, with the tensiofarmer with 20 sheep, stood on the
The modern shearing handpiece igin pressing down on the front endandpiece while delivering a sheep to
an amazing collection of advancegvhile the other end is hanging in thirme. | winced and was about to check if
technology. We can easily forget thosegir? All this is driven from side to sideit was ok when he picked it up, handed it

who strove to bring us this piece oby a crank head on the spindle?”  to me, and turned the machine on, all in
engineering excellence. | purchased “Yes.” D AXLG SRHWU\ Rl PRYHP]
P\ ¢UVW D 6XQEHDP (% “Unkklievable.” VWLOO had been displaced and the handpiece

have it. | suspect, only | care about that. I've crunched some numbers. Mylocked up, as they did in those days, and
When Fred Wolseley put togethebest model shore over 100,000 sheed HZ LQWR D IUHQ]\ RI VSL
the first viable shearing machine inmThat's an average of 150,000 minutes %\ WKH WLPH , JRW LW V
the early 1870s, there was no applausghere that assortment of metal parthe handpiece was dead. It was smashed
from the shearing community. Indeedhas driven a cutter across the comb beyond repair. He kept bringing little
there was anger and strike action (I loveonstant pressure over 81 million timesbits and pieces to me, hoping I'd be
that oxymoronic phrase). With the helpll this without breaking down, falling pleased with his part-finding prowess.
of John Howard, a mechanic, and thg pieces or getting hot. All it requiredl wasn't.
station blacksmith George Gray, he gatas a bit of oil in the barrel every run. Another day, years later | was
a working model going. _ ,1G WDNH P\ KDW RuchéargingZaRdutter Rv@eth a helpful
It took a long time though, to convincero the genius of the people who werspectator pulled the rope, engaging the
the wool industry that this was a googhvolved in the development of thishandpiece. Unbelievably | retained all
idea. I, for one, am glad they persevere¢, QHO\ WXQHG SLHFH R\ | DYHIRHEWW 7EHHGHG
The ingenuity of the whole unit, price has stayed relatively the same toa. few of them. The rest of the crowd
but particularly the front end of theMy EB cost $45 at a time shearers gdteaped condemnation on his head and
handplece has r_emalned unchanged rgg2.50 per hundred. | had to shear 4Qfsked him what he thought he was
entire shearing life (55 years). The parisheep to pay for it. doing? He said he just wanted to see
of my old EB are interchangeable with Many Germans who watch thewhat the rope was for and how it all
the latest model on the market. ~ shearing are more fascinated with theorked?
Many engineers and mechanicahtricacies of the handpiece than the Don’t we all?
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%\ *DEULHOD 6FKPLGW ORUUHOO
As some of you may have heard, some changes have occyrred
at Dion Morrell Shearing. Oh, no, we don't like change! Byt
alas, so far, we coped. Read on for the DMS Whakapapg.
2006: Dion and Gabriela are given the opportunity to take pn
Snow Quinn’s shearing run while living in Clyde. This wor
is based around Omakau, Poolburn and Maniototo. We fgel
forever grateful for this head start Snow gave us back then.
2009: We move to Alexandra and purchase Mt Ida Shear|nhg
from Damien and Philicia Jorgenson, based in Wedderburn.
(For the old ones amongst us: This was formerly Stan Hirpti
Shearing. Incidentally it was with Stan and Maree Hirofj,
'LRQ GLG KLV ¢UVW VHDVRQ RI 3UH ODPE VKHDULQJ EDFN LQ WKH
early 1980s in Wedderburn)
‘H SXUFKDVH RXU ¢UVW TXDUWHUV 7KH ROG 3RROEXUQ 3XE
We do it up a bit ... a lot. (My parents spend a few weeks
([LQJ DQG EXLOGLQJ DQG LW ZDV(WKDQNV WR WKHP ZH PDQDJHG
to get it ready on time) We used it for the next six years ab a
base, kitchen and accommodation. We also re-opened it ag the
local pub for a few years and managed to keep the “Meet|ng
place of the Valley” going.
2012: We purchase Blair Johnston Shearing, based
in Heriot, a nice add on, creating more consistent work
throughout the year. (For the older reader: Clutha Downs
Station was part of that run, which is where Dion did highove: *D E U L H o D D c%/ 'LRQ DW /DNH :DQ
YHU\ ¢UVW ZRUOG VKHDULQJ UHFRUG LQ WLOO VWDQGLQJ
three-stand 9-hour crossbred ewe record with Chris Brooksicited about the new structure that has been implemented
and the late Rick Pivac). DQG JUDWHIXO WR WKH QHZ RZQHUYV
2014 and 2015: We begin to buy and rent housesdhange a breeze.
Alexandra and make them our shearing quarters as our youngock Martin and Maree have taken on our Lawrence and
crew increasingly prefer to live in town. (We name the hous8suthland/ South Otago based clients and have added them
by their number: people either lived at 48, 12 or 112.)  to their existing run. Jock has been a shearing contractor for
2016: We sell the Poolburn quarters, and everyone movea few decades already. He has been involved in the shearing
Alexandra where we create our new base on 136 Earnscleinglustry all his life, starting out as a presser and shearer on
Road. We build our meeting place and commercial kitchéis brother’s run. Dion used to work for him back in the day,
there as well as a little shearing shed (thanks again to dY}QG WKRVH WZR KDYH EHHQ IULHQGYV
father). person to give me a job when | came to New Zealand from
2018: We expand further with the purchase of Roberts@witzerland via Australia, and he even was the best man at
Shearing plus quarters in Lawrence sold by Mouse aodr wedding. Jock is using our quarters in Lawrence to base
Jude. They stay for a while and help with the transition. Thénself from.
quarters is the old pub and was used for shearing quarte&cott Cameron and Ashleigh, who have taken on the rest
ever since its closing in the 1980s. RI WKH UXQ $00 WKH ¢QH ZRRO ZRUI
‘H GHFLGH WR (00O RXU ZRUN E&buhbasih, BidoNdZGhtdkauVvbR Fl&,Re¥xburgh and
with a Northland run and purchase Paul Paikea’s run in the FFaviot Valley. They are adding this to their existing shearing
North. This includes the most far north-placed sheep statiam based in Otama/Gore.
SOXV /IRFKLQYHU $ JUHDW RSWLRQ $Bod GaniddorVis\ab Ale¥arirK iba¥eld Id2alsRdamsrl ks
holiday and do some diving at the most beautiful beachesery well integrated and liked in our farming and shearing
2019: Another opportunity presents itself and we purchasemmunity. Scott has previous business experience with a
Michelle Shearing from Dick and Charmaine, based grutching trailer, a dipping business and has been involved
5R[EXUJK :H UHDFK HP SOR\HH Vin Bi&Jshdp ihdasthy iy mb'st 6F bis [, Klle @ndiViis partner
are getting busy.... Ashleigh are the new generation shearing contractors
Thankfully we get through Covid pretty well as an essentiatinging freshness and innovation to our area.
service for animal welfare. (This is where we come up withBoth Jock and Scott have made a great start to their new
our DMS phrase: "We ride at dawn".) We feel very gratefousiness venture and we wish them great success on their
IRU DOO RXU VWDu IDFLQJ WKRVH jputri2pa9 eh@pldyeré! DQG FDUU\ RQ WKURXJ}
to the now, January 2025. 2XU VWDu QRZ KDV DFFHVV WR HYH
Dion and | have decided that this is a good time fortao operators than they had with us. One of our main goals
change. We want to step back a bit and feel this is the riglis always being able to provide 12 months work for local
moment for new blood to take our business further. We axeWw Du $QG KHUH ZH GH{QLWHO\ KDY
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Basing yourself with Scott and Jock pretty much guarant¢es
work any month of the year, allowing you to stay home with
your family, without having to leave up north or to Australia.

‘H UHFRPPHQG DOO FXUUHQW DQG SDVW '06 VWDu WR ERRN LQ
with Scott or Jock for the coming pre-lamb.

Much will stay the same in terms of the running of the

EXVLQHVV WKH VWDu DQG WKH HOLHQWYV 'LRQ ZLOO FRQWLQXH
involved in a managerial role supporting Scott Cameron

JRU P\VHOI P\ IRFXV LV QRZ RQ P\ )RRW 5HAH[RORJ\
business and Karate Dojo, both giving me a lot of joy/ |
probably won't have all that much to say anymore in the
nextShearingnagazine ..

Shearing contracting has been our life for almost 19 years. My

VR E

kids don't remember a time we weren't DMS and have all beabove: JURP GHHSSBR@PIDJD]LQH
involved in the running and success of the businesstovary@HHS GRZQ FRPHV WKLV LPD J

GHJUHHV YDULRXV OHQJWKYV DQG PPDHA& HOH YRAID W1 RV WORPNDK KM IPD WRPU HV) G R Q V
me with sadness to pass our work on, and yet | know itisthbew 6 RXWKHUQ 6KHDUV PDQ\ \HDUV D.

right thing for us. Change is good. (And for the ones wantipg
some memoires, we still have some of our hoodies and singlets
left at a discount since they are old hat now).
We thank everyone from the bottom of our hearts who
have supported us over the years, have helped us out ddring
difficult times, stepped up when it was needed, cut us .
VRPH VODFN WUXVWHG XV ZLWK WKHLU ZRUN VKRZHG AH[LELOLV
provided us with sheep to shear, came to us with their skill
and workmanship, were loyal to us, went for the cut out,
did all the ugly work, jumped on the empty stand, cooked
breakfast at 4.30am, managed our run when we were away,
backed our decisions, or just simply turned up on that dreafled
Sunday morning.
We are nothing without you. You are DMS and it is ydqu
who made our business to what it was. Ka pai.
+H DKD WH PHD QXL R WH WHLKDQD NXWL KLSL" +H WDQJDWD KH
WDQJDWD KWhavib Qe BdstDmportant thing in
the shearing shed? It is the people, the people, the peof

e)

[V \

Above: 7KLV SLFWXUH PD\ EH ZRUWK

PXOWL EUHHGV FLUFXLW ¢(¢QDO )U

PRUF

EXW OHW V QRW JR WKHUH 'LRQ ORU
FHUWL¢{FDWH IURP MXGJH 'RXJ 20LYH
RI VKRUQ DW :DLUDNL 6WDWLRQ R
PHPRUDEOH QLJKW IRU 'LRQ KH DOVR P
¢QDO IRU WKH ¢UVW DQG RQO\ WLPH

HG Ol

SLFWXUHG EHORZ ZKLFK KH ZRXOG Zl1

Above:'LRQ ORUUHOO KDV KDG VRPH|IXQ DORQJ WKH ZD\ £ IRU
HIDPSOH ZLQQLQJ WKH 1HZ =HDODQG OHULQR 6KHDUV RSHQ

FKDPSLRQVKLS WKUHH WLPHV DQG DQG PDNLQJ
WKH ¢QDO RQ QLQH RWKHU RFFDV|LRQV +H DOVR KDV DQ $XVWUDO
QDWLRQDO WLWOH DPRQJ KLV VRKYHQLUV LQ WKH \HDU 6SRU

LDQ

6KHDU $XVWUDOLD ZDV ¢UVW HVWDEOLVKHG
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Above: <RX FDQ +RXJK DQG S
Above: )URP OHIW (VWKHU 3DHZDL )D\OQ +RJJDW®WXODWRKVOLNHN EDXQNG ZHLRJ
3DHZDL ODLQVKHDU GRQH DQG GXVWHG EDJJIBGFPFQRQW H®®IHGQDWKIHR KRR R

Above: /DVW GD\ Rl VKHDULQJ DW &RU\VW|
DQG ODPEV VKRUQ E\ $QW )UHZ V (
(DUO\ PRUQLQJ SKRWR WDNHQ ORRNL

(Robert F Kennedy Jnr).
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'Pretty Boy' Meikle returns (and leaves) in style

%\ '"HV :LOOLDPYV
3 UHW Wieilde R \That was (sometimes commentatg
Jerome McCrea's nickname for the young lad from Oar

n

aru

thirty years ago. Reasonably accurate too, you might agree

after a glance at the two 'old' photos on this page.
,QO RQH -XVWLQ LV ¢UPO\ FOXWF

KLQJ WKH 5(2 +DUD OHPRULDO

Trophy he won for best quality across the grades as juhior
champion at Golden Shears in 1993. In the other, two ygars

later, he displays the pure wool ribbon handed out to winr
at the New Zealand Merino Shearing championships. Jy
was senior champion at Alexandra in 1995.

He also topped the Shearing Sports New Zealand se

ers

stin

nior

national rankings that year, ahead of Grant Black, Nathan
Stratford, Ken Fergusson, Jerome McCrea and others. (Way

ahead of the afore-mentioned Jerome McCreal)

And on that note of versatility, Justin Meikle can co

m
himself among a fairly select little group of shearers who haﬁ}éove: -XVWLQ OHLNOH ZLWK VRQ 7\H D
won titles across the grades at Alexandra and Masterton: Brfdfy H \RXQJHU OHLNOH ¢ QLVKH Belew FRQ

Quinn, Alan Donaldson, James Fagan, and Leon Sam

IRdis -XVWLQ OHLNOH SLFWXUHG LQ

among the big guns: Lane McSkimming and Meikle as senig’§ 2 +DUD OHPRULDO 7URSK\ IRU EHV
KHDUV ¢QDO WKH \HDU KH ZRQ WKH

Justin enjoyed a successful shearing sports career'_fdf!:> LV SLFKDUG 7\UHH ZKR B&FHG
VHYHUDO VHDVRQV = KH PDGH WKWE%%M\N Q)@FPLMLVEZJ%H@Q/WV%%%Y\DS

and several others — Brett Roberts also comes to mind.

Masterton in 2004 and perhaps his biggest moment cam@

UV VHQLRU FKDPSLRQ D

Canterbury Shears in 2006 when he won the New Zealpnd

Corriedale championship. Two months prior to that hg
SODFHG ¢(IWK LQ WKH 1HZ =HDODZ(
And then it seems, without farewell or fanfare he quie

disappeared from the competition stage to concentrate of his

own farm and his sheep pregnancy scanning business.
entirely forgotten, but gone anyway.
Come the start of the 2024-25 competition season ar

'd
G OHULQR 6KHDUV
ly

RSHQ ¢QDO

Not
da

youngster named Tye Meikle comes to the fore in jun
competitions down South. Following in father's footste
PDNHV WKH -XQLRU (QDO DW *RO
less than half a point from emulating 'Dad'.

So what has 'Pretty Boy' (now aged 51) been up to t
past 20 years or so? Married to former prominent woolhan
Renee Hooper, the couple have three other children — Joe
has enjoyed a successful career as a moto-cross rider, wi
national age-group titles. Zeke has a digger contrac
business and Zoe works as a beautician in Oamaru.

7\H DJHG DFWXDOO\ ¢ UVW SL
\HDU DJR WR KHOS %DUU\ 7D\ORU
some merinos and then started helping me with the sheari
our own sheep and he took to the craft pretty quickly. Wi
he showed interest in doing some competitions | thoug
might as well have another go myself."

Justin runs about 12,000 sheep on his property and
always done the shearing himself — enough to 'keep his h
in, albeit away from the public arena.

"Tye started winning some ribbons and | found mys
enjoying the challenge again, perhaps even more so than

DJR ZLWKRXW WKH VWUHVV DWWD
at Golden Shears was a good example — | got up there
nothing to lose and came fourth, the same as I'd done tw
\HDUV DJR >+H DOVR PDGH WKH

"So, the plan is just to support Tye for the next little whi
do some shearing myself and see where that takes us t

or
Sl

HQ 6KHDUV DQG FRPHV VHFRQG

se
1

am
ing
g

NHG XS D KDQGSLHFH DERXW D
\HS WKDW %DUU\ 7D\ORU @ FU
g of
n
I

as
d" Venue: Rydges Latimer Christchurch

. Theme for 2024: Thriving through change
ars Additional information will be emailed to
KHG 0D WmemfbergetordtieOBNM. EU HH G
itContact The Secretary for further information of

,gyz < ¢QD Jegisier g grepaies

, FRQWDFWXV#Q]VKHDU I
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$QG LQ WKH KRXUV IROORZLQJ WKDW OLWWOH FRDW ;UVW GD\
at the New Zealand Championships), the Tye and Jus{in
Meikle journey actually took them to some exciting placeg!
Tye won the New Zealand junior title and was named top-
ranked junior shearer (14 wins from 21 attempts); Just|n
PDGH WKH PXOWL EUHHGY FLUFXUW QDO DQG ¢(QLVKHG IRXUWK
+H WKHQ TXDOL¢{¢HG HDVLO\ LQWR WKH 7RS IRU WKH 1HZ
=HDODQG RSHQ +H GLGQ W PDNH|WKDW QDO EXW KHDUG KLV QDHH
pulled out of the hat as winner of the Pratt Motorcycle
Can-Am-sponsored Outlander Pro quad bike. The spegd R
DQG DJLOLW\ ZLWK ZKLFK KH AHZ IURP WKH KDOO ARRU WR WKH
stage and leaped aboard in triumph was a sight to behold.
Renee Hooper, meantime, took her place in the opg¢n
woolhandling heats to prove her skills are undiminish
(she still competes at some shows in the south). She dign't
PDNH WKH VHPL;QDOV EXW ZKR NQRZV PD\EH QH[W \HDU

Top: :KHUH LW EHJDQ IRU 7\H OHLNOH =

Top: 5HQHH +RRSHU LQ WKH RSHQ ZRRE : ,QH ZRRO FKDF
S e LT,

~HDODQG FKDPSLRQVKLSV 6KH ¢
WKH ZD\ WR 2DPDUX"

IDY R XAbowa! HYUHWW\ %R\ OHLNOH ZD, qu A
KLV JRRG IRUWXQH 'LG KH ULGH LW & 6

1HZ =HDODQG -XQLRDFREN PIIDAQWWRPPLWWHH 7\H OHLNOH -RGH
6RQ\D )DJDQ 5LOH\ 1RUPDQ 7RP &ODUNVRQ 7UHQW $ODEDVYWH
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'U &OLYH 'DOWRQ RI[+DPLOWRQ ROQH The term ‘Daddy’ apparently came
WLPH UHJXODU Sh&afiiy ULEXWRU WR fromthefaqtthat Mrs Drya!ways
PDJD]LQH DQG GHVFULEHG RQ *RRJOH DV referred to him as ‘Daddy’, which he
D UHWLUHG $QLPDO §FLHQWLVW UHAHFWw|v ¥gld have been called within the
KLV DVVRFLDWLRQ ZLW|K 'U )UDQFLV :LOOLDH family made up of two children, Avis
'U\ D JHQHWLFLVW ZKR GHYHORSHG WKH| Marywhowas a psychiatrist in Leeds,
"U\WGDOH VKHHS EUHHIG 'U 'U\ ZDV and David who was a photographer in
« Born at Driffield, East Riding Palmerston North. Both are deceased.
of Yorkshire, 23 October 1891. The F.W.Dry Memorial Award arose
Attended Driffield Boarding from a fund established in his memory,
School. Awarded scholarship ta being founding lecturer in Animal
Bridlington Grammar School. Genetics and Wool Science at Massey
+  B.Sc. (Leeds) 1913. Hons in Zoolog) Agricultural College, and a member of
(Class 1) 1914. M.Sc. (Leeds) 1914 VWDu IURP WR
+ Awarded Carnegie Scholarship tg Daddy, being a good Yorkshireman,
visit USA research institutions. knew his cricket.When he was at
« Awarded Ackroyd Memorial Whatawhata we worked out that the
Research Fellowship at University carpet company UEB who had control

of Leeds 1921. D.Sc. (Leeds) 1925. Above: 'U &OLYH "D OWRSpplying Drysdale rams had been

« 1928 appointed Senior Lecturer in  Fellow of the New Zealand InstituteSUPP!Ying heterozygous rams as
agricultural zoology at the newly  of Agricultural Science (1976).  Well as homozygous ones. Using the
founded Massey Agriculturals Died Palmerston North 1979.  heterozygous ones meant it took longer

College, Palmerston North, NZ. ‘ , to produce the real high quality carpet
. 1gzggestab|ished flock of hairyGenerally known as “Daddy’(but notfibre. | suggested to Daddy that he

Romney sheep at Massey. Work? Nis face), Dr FW Dry lived andshould contact the big cheeses at UEB
.QDOO\ UHSRUWHG wg#%,dpmhg flays pfdormality when,and get stuck into them. His reply in his

. Retired from Massey in 1956 and'9m School onwards,“we males wergarefully chosen Yorkshire prose was:
took up honorary fellowship in ONly addressed by surnames. In SOmRo, No, | think not. When | retired,
Department of Textile |ndustriesSCh00|S! gIrIS got their surnames toahere were two thlngs | swore | would
at Leeds University. put more often these were preceded (P RW GR + RQH ZDV WR >Q

« 1958 Hon Life Member of the Nz MISS', said with cutting emphasis if FUHDVH DQG WKH RWKHU
Society of Animal Production. ey Were in trouble. ball in the air’!

. 1961-62 specialty carpet wool, SC Nicknames became very popular [Sir Donald Bradman had a similar
production established undef" this €ra — especially for much-lovedjictum: "You can't be out caught if you
control of Massey College. and much-hated people we kneWGRQ W KLW WKH EDOO LQ

. 1963 returned to Palmerston Norttp®: @pparently in Dry's early days he In the 1970s — 80s Dry regularly

\Dadsly] [ ck, buittended the APS conferences and
DQOG FRQWLQXHG ZREFV@;‘;QEB d@%?ﬁ\}?‘wﬁ@.

S

«  Hon D.Sc.(Massey University) r bry ace or if in thealways sat in the very front row. At
1966. company of others. He never, eveguestion time he would stand up, not
«  Hon Fellow of Textile Institute. S&id — ‘Oh call me Francis, or Frankeing able to hear that someone else
" or whatever'. He liked to be addressek DG JUDEEHG WKH ARRU
Manchester 1971. Dr D ‘ , _
« Awarded O.B.E. (1973). as Dr Dry. of ‘unfold’ from his seat and always

['U): 'U\ LQ W\SUFDO SR|VH
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had the manners to half turn aroundtyle cap or a gamekeeper's helmet witlad continued to get their medullated
WR DGGUHVV WKH DXGWIHEH A DDBW KAHR RMIIHHU DX Qvobl Bork United Kihg@orh (oftéikvier® J V
his ‘observation — not a question Migot really rough. SRRU VWXu WKH\ ZRXOG
Chairman’. It was regularly about | went to the station one eveningas long as they did. | suspect the farmers
when the work had been done 40 yeasnd saw the lights on in the lab andid not do as well out of the Drysdales
ago (which the current young scientsW KHUH KH ZDV VRUWL @slith& rvcesdotd Hd. LQWR KLV
didn't know!) and how the answerwasI DPR XV uDUUD\VY +H KD dgoiQery;obiéstetd @ith fibre-

a lemon then too. pair of tweezers when | went in and héype work and why he didn't move
Once when chairing a session held it there for at least half an hour o§ideways to examine the validity of
stupidly handed him the microphoneur discussions. | sort of followed himsome of the theories he hatched needs
so we could hear his comments, anaround the lab in our chat and he nevén be considered. | guess his training in
then had a hell of a job getting it backOHW JR RI WKH ¢EUH Zodiogyat & timé\vihehzZZdoldy/ Was

Ru KLP WR VKXW KLP XXLFEKDMOBBWNLQW ¢ W\WRG EVHURBDMELARR QRMBGIG FC
for the plug to pull it out. R1 KLV IDYRXULWH u6 X &khteWitHiN©OdAperinenthtioh was
‘Thank you Dr Dry, Thank you Dr :KHQ 'DGG\ ¢(QDOO\ FbnRjet faedorFN W R
Dry, THANK YOU DR DRY’, didnt New Zealand from Leeds, by then Also, while he encouraged post-
seem to work! Lesson — never givavell into his 80s, he must have gongrad students to approach new people
Daddy the microphone. ‘right daft’ for an Yorkshireman who in other fields and to broaden the
Brown envelopes and black velvetwas always canny with his ‘brass’. Tdechniques available to them, he did
KHQ UHDG\ IRU WKH ¢ H@yone3 enttiseménZand ¥mazemetittle to try new technigues himself.
carried his set of gear in the deep insidee bought a brand new Raleigh 20! ThiDespite being a great conference
pockets of his fading brown Gabardindike with its small wheels, low crossbaattender in New Zealand, he was fairly
raincoat. Any hope of it turning rain hadand good sound carrier was ‘top of thantroverted, and this might have been a

long gone. His gear consisted of: line’ at the time. Everyone commentedactor in his reluctance to move outside
¢ One pair of surgical scissors withthat Daddy clearly had no intentions ohis comfort zone.
upturned points. giving up the struggle for a while yet, Mike Warman in his little booklet

e A pack of brown ‘government’ which was true. None of the recordet: KDW 6 KH H $GPB Bodk< D9@/1)
envelopes held by a thick elasti@anecdotes ever mentions Daddy drivindescribed how the Drysdale breed had
band. acar. grown into something that has been

» Pointed tweezers. The work on the genetics of thecalled a "carpet on the hoof".

* A piece of black velvet about sixDrysdale had a pretty big effect on Largely because of that, and despite
inches square to put on his knee tihe viability of carpet manufacture inthe fact the breed now exists in very
VKRZ XS ZKLWH ¢ EUHNew Raaldn@ af § tiie\WheR Qarpetinpw numbers, Dr 'Daddy’ Dry's name

e Small lens. DQG FDUSHW \DUQ ZD Whas ity fightftuVyplaseRn Bhb didads\of
¢ Asandwich unless it contained about 10-20% oégricultural and New Zealand history.
His headgear was either an Englishmedullated wool. If the manufacturers ok ko E

Above: *HWKLQ /HZLV EHVW TXDOLW\ V
WHDP PDQDJHU 5KHLQDOOW +XJKHV
ZLQQHU RI WKH +HF 20LYHU 7URSK\ L
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Tributes

Richard Owen 'Blue' Stephens 1937-2025

‘Blue' Stephens of Te Mata spent more of his 88 years on
earth as a dairy farmer than he did as a shearer, but he was
carried to his eternal rest in a woollen casket. True colours!
Moving to the Waikato from Hawkes Bay at a young age,
. Blue spent the rest of his life at Te Mata, inland from Raglan.
Robert ("Rabbit") McLaren (1962-2025) He learned to shear sheep as a youngster and eventually
Prominent shearing referee, judge and recent natioh@tame a contractor, which led to his becoming a foundation
committee member Robert (“Rabbit”) McLaren, passed awaygmber of the Western Shears Comittee in 1969 — along with
at his home near Ashburton on 1 February 2025. %UHQ 9RZOHV 7Du 5DQJLDZKD $QJX
Pictured above judging at the 2023 Golden ShearsQwen Given and others who would devote the next 30 years
Masterton, McLaren was a former open-class shearer, @hdnore helping run what became one of the most popular
UHQRZQHG IRU KLV DUUD\ RI VWR Shows/intheoriviglandENy >KLV KLJK A\LQJ
EHOO\ RQFH VHHQ QHYHU WR EH HedparRigiyvemoga@oul Ngw Year s Day) the idampabtion: |
VHWWLQJ KH KDG EHHQ D TXD OL ¢hestedvhe Satienal Rambrshearing sherapipnship from 1973
Just a few weeks past his 62nd birthday, Robert haffil its closure in 2011. That national title did much to attract
RVFLDWHG DW ERWK FRPSHWLW LiRR@OWDH'Y @I besiGi@apreto Raglam-gGhelikes ot 106
DWWHPSWV LQFOXGLQJ WKH PRV WFRepusengiam Branghwatin-ligetaki Bk RDawd VRRKQ
bid for the solo nine-hour strongwool lambs record Rivac, lvan Rosandich and John Fagan all shore their way
Southern Hawke’s Bay on 20 January 2025. onto the Honours Board in the 1970s and 1980s. In later years
World Sheep Shearing Records Society secretary Huggvid Fagan ruled the roost with brief incursions by Colin
OF&DUUROO VDLG 5REHUW 0F/D U HIQnk Bdsel Rar¢e and\PALGAVBIW ZRUOG
record attempts since December 2017, including 12 successfapeakers at Blue's funeral told attendees [the largest crowd
attempts in New Zealand, and successful attempts in all fegen at the Raglan Club in many a long year, according to

in which he was the panel convenor in Australia. FOXE PDQDJHU &UDLJ %ULGJHPDQ@ I
“Aspecial character who was highly respected by his felldamily, loved his work and loved indulging in good-hearted
referees,” McCarroll said. mischief whenever he could. A man who contributed much

Shearing Sports New Zealand chairman Sir David Fagarhis community in all sorts of ways.
ZDV DW WKH 6KHDU IRU /LIH IXQ GBluzwgsoue ofthetuoweverdacreasngandwishearers
from Robert’s home when the fraternity learned of the deah KR DWWHQGHG WKH ¢UVW *ROGHQ
thought to be from natural causes. competitor. He attended many more years as well, loved

"Rabbit was to have been at the event but did not arrivd DNLQJ SDUW LQ WKH <)& %OXH 5LEE
Sir David said. "The passing had come as a great shock-tQ +H ODWHU VHUYHG DV D VKH
everyone at the event. many competitions around the North Island.

“He was an extremely competent and well-liked judge andBlue Stephens is survived by Eileen, his wife of 54 years
referee, and this was a big event, in his home patch.” and their grown children Helen, Wayne and Donald. Eileen

Sir David expressed condolences to McLaren's’s partrigigphens served as secretary of Western Shears for many
Kathy, his three daughters, Nicole, Jessica and Emily. years and co-erced this writer into producing a Silver Jubilee

'RXJ /DLQJ publicaton *RQH :HVW IRU WHK3936 KHDULQJ

'HV :LOOLDPV
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,Q D XQLTXH DQG DGPLUDEOH HuURUW 'XWFK
sheep shearing champions Johanngs
Kloosterman and Gerrit Crum arg
getting ready to shear for 24 hour
straight for charity. This exceptiona
event is not only a testament to the
skills and perseverance, but also |a
tribute to their determination to give
something back to society.
Johannes and Gerrit, numbers orje
and two at the Dutch Sheep Shearirjg
Championship, have decided to make
this effort to raise money for th
Dutch Cancer Society. Both men ha
been confronted with illness in thei
immediate environment, which mad
them feel the urgent need to contribu
WR WKH ¢JKW DJDLQV FDQFHU

Event details:

U7

=

* Date and Time: 23-24 May 2025, -RKDQQHV .ORRVWHUPDQ *HUU
DP VWDUW SP ¢QhYBLW &UXP DGGV 2 THng fHeVeévent Dth&) sheep of
* 24 hours non-stop FDQFHU DuHFWV XV D (S6hadpékudde \ByRdeHahDhilRHe

* Location: Sportweg Heerenveeny,ing'something. We hope that peopleheared. By de Han grazes sheep in
(northern Netherlands) will come and support us and donate tilne municipality of Heerenveen and

* Program: twelve times two hourscyr (Dutch Cancer Society). Fryske Marren. They think it is a great
of shearing, with half hour breaks There shearers urge all who can taitiative to participate in.

Says Johannes Kloosterman: "We n@ome along, support this remarkable, WHP VXSSOLHG E\ -RKD
only want to show our skills, but alsOHURUW DQG FRQWULEXWBH WR D QAR YRKIZKN GH X
PDNH D GLUHUHQFH IR ¢tau¥é KaRp/ddeedK ronhide@f Wil KH 1HWKHUODQGYV DW
need it. Everyone can contribute, everyo directly to KWF to support cancerF KDPSLRQVKLSV LQ ¢
sheep shearing counts.” UHVHDUFK DQG WKH ¢ 3RWDQIDMHWXDIW BDODYRHW /F

Above: 7TKH UHVLGHQW ZRROKDQGOHUV DQG |IURQW RI WKH KRXVH ZRR|O UH
WKH 1HZ =HDODQG FKDPSLRQVKLSV 7KH\ HHUWDLQO\ HDUQ WKHLU YROXQ
Opposite: 7KH\ FDPH WKH\ VKRUH EXW FRX[OG QRW TXLWH FRQTXRUY WK
SODFHIHWWHUV 6RXWKHUQ ODGV PLQRU SODFH JHWWHUV /HRQ 60PXH
6WUDWIRUG HQMR\ DQ DPXVLQJ PRPHQW GXULQJ WKH SUHVHQWDWLIRQV
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Above: THDP SKRWR RI WKH 7DXPDUXQXL VWD\ RXW FUHZ ZRUNLQJ DV
%DFN URZ %HUW 9DQ 'HQ %RVFK /XNH 7XUQHU .LQR [/XNH 0XC
%XUWRQ *DQJHU %DLOH\ OF&DUWK\ OROO\ 6FRWW (YHDOOYQ OR

GRJ ©6KDUL 6DLHV +HDG :RROKDQGOHU -RHO %XUWRQ[ 5DHIRQ
&RNH BeRWleft 6KHDULQJ DQG ZRROKDQGOLQJ DFWEeBWQIigHtRP (UHZK
6DVKD % XUWRQ DQG RQH RI KHU OHDUQHUYV ZRUNLQJ KOUG DW W
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Aboveleftt 7T DLKDSH ORFDO VKHDUHUV PRWDK B@WHIUBKHBPWBUEKDAKR HQMR\ C
%ODFNPDQ DQG .LHO ODUWLQ PDNMXHVEKHHBWXMUIDQJ KOW RN HIDK\R LV D

Above rightt 1IRWKLQJ OLNH D ELW RI
IRU WZR % XUWRQ

ARKUHNDSJIOPFBIHFIRP 8 QWHILW K R/QKR XU G D\

ODFNLOQWRVK 6RBDQMKMDW QRXOWCHH ) IDMUHODBG@LYL

DQG -RHO %XUWRQ KDYH ERWK EHH@ HH\PIS@® RAKH VO BY W OBX YLRIFWKH GD)\
WKH\ VWDUWHG LQ WKH VKHDULQJRLQOKKISH &6WDBEWDLQD QRE DBVKB VZH R
KDQGOHU DQG SUHVVHU WR HYHQWXDIO OWMKARWNY RE DVUKQUUFDDHWHW R QG

VWDQG

1RW RQO\ GR WKHVH WZR WHROIMRLQD WH M RJ B WRUUH VV DWK &K DWE®I

Above: 6RPH RI % XUWRQ ODFNLQWRVE
D ZHOO GHVHUYHG GULQN RQ &KULYV
'"HFHPEHU %06 LV D GLYHUVH ZRUN?
UDQJH RI IRUHLJQHUV IURP (QJOI
:DOHV $XVWUDOLD 6RXWK $IULFD ]
0R QJR@ppasite: 7THDP ZRUN PDNHV WKH
%06 VKHDUHUV KHOSLQJ D IHZ RI

VKHDUHUV JHW WKH KDQJ RI WKH FI

1HZ =HDODQG VKHHS
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JUR¢{¢OH OXOWL WDOHQW

%\ '"HV :LOOLDPV , 1RUWK %R\VY +LJK 6FKRRO 31%+6 |
Hunterville-based contractor Shane Ratima was born intgoan 1993 to 1997.
shearing family. His father, koro and uncles were all shearergcarried on my rugby and cricket activities there, playing
and the whanau had its own run, doing many of the big shegls-grades until | was 16-years-old. Then | gave up chasing
in the Taihape district. Then his father John Ratima haghd|ittle red ball and concentrated on my rugby. | was chosen
run at Mangaweka and he also used to gang for Bob Legjiythe Young Hurricanes while at High School and my
a big contractor in that area. coach was Joe Schmidt. He was just ‘wow’, you couldn’t ask
“I guess that's where it all started for me. When | was @il 3 better coach at secondary school. He was outstanding,
enough | was dragged along to stayout sheds and wouldyggtbefore his time. Joe was an English teacher at PNBHS
there after breakfast for the second run, helping the preggfy later gave up teaching and became a full time coach.
with penning up and that sort of thing. My sister would g went on to become coach of Ireland and the All Blacks
there too and half the time there would be a couple of youqg \Wallabies.
cousins in there as well. So we all just sort of grew upit_.RH OHG XV WR WZR QDWLRQDO ¢
that shed environment.” _ _ Top Four — three teams from North Island regions and
Shearinghad to ask the obvious question — was Shajife from the South Island. We were from the Hurricanes
related to the rising star of All Black rugby, Cortez, son @fgion and had to play against Rotorua BHS from the Chiefs
Peter Lee Ratima and the Ratima family from Piopio/Arigggion. We beat them and then beat the top South Island
But apparently not. _team and ended up playing Kelston Boys. And they were
“My grandmother told me my great-grandfather had jygét massive. They had a guy named Loki Crichton sitting
one name back in the day and that was ‘Romana’. Th&hahe bench! He was already playing provincial rugby for
teacher at school insisted that he had to have a surng@gties-Manukau alongside Jonah Lomu and Joeli Vidiri
and Christian name like everyone else and gave him 4Rg went on to represent Waikato and the Chiefs in Super
surname ‘Ratima’. _ Rugby and then the Samoan national team. We went down
“My early years were spent around Taihape agglthem by 15 or 17 points. The following year we played
Mangaweka and then further south to rural Huntervillgainst Wesley College and they were even bigger boys. We
where | grew up on a farm and did my early primary sche@o |ost to Auckland Grammar at U15 Colts level.
years there. Then | went to the Huntley Prep boarding schogfter leaving High School Shane went overseas with a
at Marton for two years, 1991 and 1992. mate for a couple of years and played some club rugby in
Being a boarding school, we had sports every day. Rugiiyjland. He then made the North Midlands Under 19 team
was quite a big thing there as well as cricket and | starte@ G WKH\ JRW WKURXJK WR D QDW
excel at both sports. Then | went from Huntley to PalmersttR UWKDPSWRQVKLUH % XW LW ZDVQ

Are you a good Bugger? Want to work with
great people? In a team with a great culture?

Drug Testing, Employment Agreements,
Excellent Accommodation, Great rates!

(PSOR\LQJ 6WDu IRU 0DLQ

Phone Shane Above: 6KDQH 5DWLPD FRPSHWLQJ DV
03 322 8462 or 027 222 0770 *H G ZRQ WKH RSHQ ¢QDO DW 2KXUD
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“We got to play the curtain-raise
to the England vs Australia test
Twickenham, on 28 November 199
That was amazing, a boy coming fro
little old Hunterville in the central
North Island to play on Twickenham
arguably the most famous rugby grou
in the world. A rugby player’s dream!

“Before | went to England I'd bee
VKHSKHUGLQJ IRU IRX
a property on the Parapara Road, up
river from Whanganui. Had a team
dogs, doing casual work. At that poi
in my life | didn’t know how to shear
sheep, despite having spent those e
years in and around the sheds.”

Shane stayed on in the UK for a fe
months after his rugby experience a
had a look around Europe. He w
intending to stay longer but then start
to get a bit homesick so he came ho
to Hunterville. He got a job pressin
for a local gang down in Mangawek
and started doing a few last sides a
that sort of thing, but still didn’t hav

point where | needed some help with
employment laws and issues because
big changes were taking place. That's
when | joined the NZ Contractors’
Association, where the likes of Peter
Lyon, Jamie McConachie and Jock
Martin were so helpful. They brought
out this accreditation programme called
ShearNZ — there were about seven or
eight of us that signed up for it at the
start. We had to tick all these boxes
about employment, health and safety
and what have you. Things that were all
new and strange then but have become
standard operating procedures now.

“Back then most contractors didn’t
even use employment contracts, and
neither did we. People wanting jobs
ZHUH MXVW JLYHQ DQ ,5°'
with their bank account and they were
paid each pay day.

"I've really enjoyed my involvement
with the Association and have been a
member of the executive committee
since 2013. From the Association

much idea about how to get around Above:6 KDQH S5DWLPD 1=06y§ IehrhFudhlnYore than just being
sheep with handpiece in hand. PHPEHU a shearing contractor. Many of the
“Then my Dad at the time was livinggyer his shearing run instead. He ha@ys have been doing it for years
in Western Australia, about three hourgnerated an open run for a long timand they have great knowledge of
east of Perth so | went over there angiin one gang and had some goo@ XVLQHVY SUDFWLFH DQ(
did some tractor driving to start withshearers working for him. PDQDJLQJ D EXVLQHVV I
before getting a job pressing with Dad's «gq | hought the run from Henare/Ve are all in the same boat so if you
contractor. He started teaching me hoy Ap’ril 2005 and syddenly had the¢ QG \RXUVHOI ZLWK D SU
WR VKHDU PHULQRV Vi ons}t')(ﬁ’l\' df Q¥itih§ 9d0ho Bheef bad day you can just get on the phone
VKHDULQJ FDUHHU GR I‘%)n]\ @@Bﬁ% iRy kshbEr2ant@ another member and talk things
When | came back to New Zealangqyng 1'd picked up another 25,000V KURXJK DQG ¢QG VROX!
| did my first shearing course withgheep |'ve continued to steadily éro As the business has grown, Shane
WoolPro at Longburn. Russell Knight¢om there and here we are 20 yeghas found himself shearing less sheep
Peter Taylor and Robin Middletongtar with 300.000. than before on a daily basis but last year
were the instructors, also Bill Birdsall. "« inherited all the old workers. decided to “have a go” at a shearing
6R WKDW ZDV P\ ¢ UVW,dngiggUfsFhel? é&siby Bowns. Iworld record, On 18 December 2024,
there | got a stand with Rewa Shearing,qed up working with Dessie for abogfter a strenuous build up of some
at Hunterville and my life has revolvede, years and over time he seemed mdponths duration, he teamed up with
around shearing from there, really.” jixe'an uncle to me than an employed/mmy Samuels (Marton) and Akuhata
In between these busy episodeg (gg) gentleman, a pleasure to hawWaihape (Tuatapere) for an attempt
in Shane’s life he spent some timg,q,nd. ’ on the world record three-stand
as a ‘scarfie’ at the University of | petween shearing sheep angfrongwool lambs tally of 1976 set
Otago, studying Te Reo Maori angganising gangs, Shane has found tiny Coel L'Huillier, Kaleb Foote and
law with ambitions of becoming a 164 "get involved with rugby coachingPaniel Langlands in 2019.
reo-speaking lawyer. Many Treaty Cﬁat provincial level for the Whanganui Shearing at Ferndale Station near
Waitangi claims were being heard byng Manawatu Turbos. His Whangandjiunterville and needing to average
the Waitangi Tribunal at the time.  {eams won the Meads Cup twice (201595 per run among the three of them,
“Then after some time pursuing thosen16) he got to work with Hurricane®" 165 each, the marks never quite
studies | realised | was better equipp ayer’s including Aaron Smith, and@me within reach on the day and the
f(r)]r Iifﬁ around zheep ahnd the pefople ssocia,ting with top coaches includingttempt was abandoned during the third
the shearing industry than | was for sul . n, though Shane completed the run
DQG WLH DQG OLIH LQ Wi ﬁ,‘gﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬂ%ﬁggr 166, adding to his moming tallies
¢UP LQ $XFNODQG in the UK or Japan but then thoughﬂ 164 and 166. Shane was matching
“l was back north having a beer inyatter of it. “It was time to knuckle the required pace which suggests there
our local pub one night and a Iocz:gown with the shearing again!” PD\EH VRPH XQ¢QLVKHC
contractor, Henare Potaka asked me«gsiness-wise I'm quite happy withthat space (as David Fagan once said!)
if 1 was going back to University. |\yhere things are at the moment. After Shane has recently added the role of
said yes and he then suggested I t run started to expand | got to theommentator to his repertoire of skills.
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Though he had, some years ago provided commentarfat
ORFDO VSHHGVKHDUV KH IRXQG KLPVHOI WKUXVW LQWR ¢0OO0OLQJ DD
deal commentary position at Marton’s Rangitikei Sheargin
February this year.

“The people at Marton asked if | could help out sof |
DJUHHG 7KHQ LW VHHPV >OHDGL|IQJ 1IRUWK ,VODQG FRPPHQWDWHR
Tuma Mullins heard me on the live-stream from Martgn
and must have been impressed because he invited
do some commentary work at Golden Shears. So it
really cool being able to do that and as an experience|l'd
put it right up there with my past involvement with our t
rugby coaches.

UHL

U@

3% HLQJ DEOH WR FDOO WKH RSHQ ¢QDO ZLWK pH[SHULHQFHG RIOG

hands’ like Norm Harraway and Gerald Spain, and then
doing the same at the New Zealand championships has been
a rapid rise but it's something | really enjoy doing, focusing
on improving the viewer or listener’s understanding
what’s happening up there on the stage.”
It was the same Norm Harraway at the recent Ngew
Zealand championships who suggested that some pegple
can multi-task and some can not. [He may have been
UHIHUULQJ WR pVKH ZKR PXVW REH\HG DW KRPH @ %XW IRU
who can, he need have looked no further than the man sifting
beside him in the commentary box. The multi-talentgd
multi-tasking Shane Ratima.
One recalls NZ Shearing Contractors' Association l|fe
member Ron Davis (Balclutha) echoing that sentiment ydars
ago when he said that being a shearing contractor gave|you
HIFHOOHQW TXDOL¢FDWLRQV IRY MXVW DERXW DQ\ RWKHU EXVL({
task you might wish to take on.

Postscript 6KDQH V VRQ 2UODQGR 5DWLPD FRPLQJ XS KDV
EHHQ VKHDULQJ DW FRPSHWLWRQV IRU WKH SDVW WZR VHDVRQV
ZDV UXQQHU XS LQ WKH MXQLRU {QDO DW *ROGHQ 6KHDUV ODVW
DQG PDGH VL[ RWKHU ¢QDOV LQFOXGLQJ D ZLQ DW WKH +DZNH\
%D\ $XWXPQ 6KHDUYV

HVV

7TKDW VXFFHVV VDZ KLP SURPRWHG WR WKH LOQWHUPHGLDWH JUDGH
EXW KH LV QRZ ZRUNLQJ DV D EXLPGHU IRU '"HODQH\ &RQVWUXFWLRQ

DW 3DOPHUVWRQ 1RUWK DQG RQ|O\ PDGH LW WR WKUHH VKRZV W
VHDVRQ * $SLWL *ROGHQ 6KHDYV PDGH WKH VHPLV DQG 7H
XLWL ZKHUH KH DQG 6KDQH ZH[UH ¢QDOLVWV LQ WKH :KDQDX
7HDPV HYHQW

6KDQH V GDXJKWHU %UHQQD VWt
KHU KDQG DW VRPH QRYLFH ZRRQ¥

L 46
PXFK DPRQJ WKH DFWLRQ DW 7H
FKDPSLRQVKLS DQG PDNLQJ WKH
DOVR LQ WKH :KDQDX 7HDPV HYH
DPRQJ WKH PRQH\
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%\ 'RXJ /DLQJ
Northland shearer Toa Henderso
dispatched 25 second-shear sheepl|in
under 20 minutes to complete a 20
Golden Shears and New Zealan
Championships Open titles double i
Te Kuiti last month.

Nick-named the 'Toa-nado' by th
Shears commentary team, Henderson
ZRQ KLV ¢UVW *ROGH
20 sheep, in Masterton four week
ago and stepped up to a new challenge
E\ VKHDULQJ WKH ¢{UVW
more than three decades in 19m 57.44s.
He averaged 49.64 seconds a sheep
FDXJKW VKRUQ DQG GLVSDWFKH
28.65 seconds before next-man-off
Mark Grainger, of Te Kuiti.

He was a total of 49.08s ahead qf
Scottish shearer and Southern Hawkdg's
Bay farmer Gavin Mutch, who mad
the pace early and hung-on to clai
second place, Henderson winning b|
1.534pts, with a further 0.274pts bac
to Marlborough shearer Angus Moor
in third place.

Mutch had earlier in the night
mastered the merinos, second-she
ewe and lambs of the New Zealan
6KHDUV &LUFXLW ¢ QD
Southern Hemisphere win after hi
2012 World Championship and 201
Golden Shears Open win, both i
Masterton.

Mutch shore the 15 mixed-shee
in 14m 9.59s and won by 2.174pt
from next-man-off Grainger, who,

6KHDUV ¢

r

WR FODLP

6KHDUYUQJ 6SRUWV I=

QDO RYHU

VKHHS ¢QDO LQ

G WR ¢QLVK

KLV ELJIJHVW

because the winner is ineligible for

New Zealand selection on a nationality basis, will withbove: 7RD WKH 7RD QDGR +HQG
Henderson make-up the New Zealand team for test matcBglw: /DXUD %UDGOH\ WRR JR

HU
RG

VRQ |
IRU I

in the UK in July.

Their thunder was all-but stolen, however, by Southg
Hawke’s Bay mum Laura Bradley who completed the mq
successful season ever by a female shearer, by beating

¢YH PDOH RSSRQHQWY LQ WKH 6H
WKH ¢UVW IHPDOH WR ZLQ HLWK
¢ QDO LQ 7H . XLWL

(DUOLHU LQ WKH GD\ VKH ZRQ W
and on Friday night she had completed her second Gol
6KHDUV 1HZ =HDODQG 6KHDUV ZH

FOWKRXIK ¢QLVKLQJ MXVW IR
6HQLRU ¢QDO D PRQWK DJR %ULIL
this season, to go with four from last season and a
result will she will top the Shearing Sports New Zealar
VHQLRU VKHDULQJ QDWLRQDO U

n
St

her

QLRU VKHDULQJ ¢QDO WR EHFR
HU WKH 6HQLRU RU ,QWHUPHGL

KH -XQLRU ZRROKDQGOLQJ ¢£QD(
Hen

PHQYV ¢QDOV GRXEOH

WK LQ WKH *ROGHQ 6KH
OH

DUV
\ KDV ZRQ WZHOYH ¢QDOV

vl U AN

U
G
a
d

DQNLQJV DQG EHFRPH WKH ¢U

woman promoted to Open class on the basis of competition

performances. She will also be promoted to Senior clas
woolhandling, after four wins in Junior events this seasq

5 in
n.

P H
DWH

VW
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Keryn Herbert, of Te Kuiti, retained the Open wool-
KDQGOLQJ WLWOH DIWHU ZLQQL®J WKH HYHQW ODVW \HDU IRU WKH ¢
time in more than 20 years of trying, with Logan Kamura|,
of Marton the runner-up. Motueka-based Joel Henare, who
four weeks ago won his 10th consecutive Golden Shedrs
Open title, was fourth. Herbert has won more than 60 Opgn
woolhandling titles.

Friday night belonged to Te Kuiti shearer Jack Fagan who
ZRQ WKH 1RUWK ,VODQG 6KHDUHUY RI WKH <HDU 1,62< ¢,QDO
and with Buick completed a 3-0 series win over the Walgs
team of LIyr Jones and Gethin Lewis, as well as being in the
%DOPH DQG 6RQV WHDP WKDW ZRQ WKH FRQWUDFWRUY WHDPV ¢£QDO

)DIJDQ ZKR ZRQ WKH 6KHDUV &LUFXLW QDO ODVW \HDU KDV
been shearing in the Open class for 12 years, had beet in
WKH 1,62< QDO D IHZ WLPHV KD|G KLV 3DUVH NLFNHG D IHZ
times, and was starting to wonder if he would ever win i{.

Fagan was runner-up in the South Island Shearer of the
<HDU ¢(¢QDO ZRQ E\ 'LSWRQ VKHDUHU &RUH\ 3IDOPHU LQ *RUH
on 14 February.

Buick combined with Henderson and Masterton sheargr
David Gordon for a win by almost four points in the inter-islant

match, having also won the match in Gore six weeks ago.
Oamaru teenager Tye Meikle will end the 2024-202
shearing sports season with more wins than any otheet

Competitorinanygrade_ Above: HU\Q +HUEHUW 1HZ :HDODQG
+LV ZLQ LQ WKH -XQLRU ¢QDO LQFXPPSLRR ROV WMKDVIEBRQABKWLPH
\HDU ROGYV WK LQ KLV VHDVRQ RI ¢:QDOV DW YHQXHV

from Winton in the south to Whangarei in the North over thd hey scored victory by almost 13pts over the North
22 weeks of competition, with one more left, the nationaFanterbury-Marlborough competitions representatives, of
lamb shearing championship in Fairlie on Easter Mondayvhom top-performing Junior shearer Tye Meikle was the
7KH ZLQ RYHU ¢YH VKHHS HDFK anipmalpa gthe sk shpasery\oR the board. Meikle took
North-South match with Gisborne teenager Jodiesh@p individual honours, but beat the second-best, Bryant,
.LUNSDWULFN WKH ZLQQHU RI By1legsthan threegemibs\of a point.

The Novice shearing championship attracted 17 entran{3e Sy TS 39th New Zealand Shearing Championships at
ZLWK IRXU RI WKH VL[ JLUOV LQ Wteskuld nifarh 27 BdNdoesd WKH ¢ QDO RI VL[
shearers. But they had to ultimately concede the point, withearing:

James Anderson, 21, claiming the red ribbon 0.751pts fromternational (20 lambs) New Zealand (David Buick

the runner-up, and only other male shearer Sam Lawson,idfm30.64s, 56.932pts; Jack Fagan 15m 51.86s, 57.643pts)
Onga Onga. Anderson had had just one previous win, at thé4.575pts, beat Wales (Llyr Jones 15m 28.97s, 58.599pts;
Waitomo Caves Sports Shears the previous week, and s§ifthin Lewis 15m 52.97s, 60.599pts) 119.198pts. New
he shears only the sheep on the farm with Dad and menfdjaland won the Wools of New Zealand Series 3-0.

Nigel. “Thanks Dad,” he said in the short victory speecr% er-Island (10 sheep): North Island (Toa Henderson 8m

7KLUG * DOG ¢UVW RI WKH 1HPDO RafikpidiRAe, S543%0 T8\t bk 53R Tefand

of Matiere. Shortly beforehand the young ladies dominatioftasey Bailey 9m 12.97s, 32.949pts; Angus Moore 8m 36.16s,
went even further, in an inter-island development teamss.308pts; Corey Palmer 9m 38.16s, 37.008pts) 106.265pts.
match won by the all-female King Country team of Saralew Zealand Shears Circui{15 sheep — 5 merinos, 5 second-
Bryant, of Arohena, Chloe Bingham, of Pukekawa, andhear ewes, 5 lambs): Gavin Mutch (Scotland/Dannevirke)
Sonya Fagan, of Te Kuiti. 14m 9.59s, 54.146pts, 1; Mark Grainger (Te Kuiti) 14m 27.73s,
56.32pts, 2; Jack Fagan (Te Kuiti) 15m 19.38s, 57.169pts,
3; Casey Bailey (Riverton) 15m 34.94s, 57.68pts, 4; Justin
Meikle (Oamaru) 14m 41.59s, 58.28pts, 5; Brett Roberts
(Mataura) 16m 26.8s, 64.206pts, 6.

North Island Shearer of the Year(20 sheep - 10 ewes, 10
lambs): Jack Fagan (Te Kuiti) 14m 55.83s, 54.092pts, 1;
David Buick (Pongaroa) 15m 20.84s, 54.142pts, 2; Gavin
Mutch (Scotland/Dannevirke) 15m 38.7s, 54.335pts, 3; John
Kirkpatrick (Pakipaki) 16m 23.03s, 56.302pts, 4; Paerata
Abraham (Masterton) 16m 9.77s, 58.789pts, 5; Nathan
Stratford (Invercargill) 17m 20.45s, 59.523pts, 6.

1HZ =HDODQG 6K H 23 shezf)HTQa eddeBon
(Kaiwaka) 19m 57.44s, 69.592pts, 1; Gavin Mutch (Scotland/
- Dannevirke) 20m 46.52s, 71.126pts, 2; Angus Moore (Ward)
Above: 1HZVADVK $ VSHFLDO EUHHG RIMZKIHE .4, R, X@rkBkainged (Teuity) 20m 26.09s,
DUH EHLQJ VSHFLDOO\ EUHG IRU XA\.H9p4;beyn fanielpROSOUFID)BIME. XBK, FEBTPRLS) J
HYHQWV :LOO WKH\ EH UHDG\ IR U S\NRthan Stratfore (Jrygtcargi [2@ng 42:09s, 74.225pts, 6.
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1HZ =HDODQG 6K H D(l2sheépy lLarrl BegaQl
(Papatawa) 13m 16.8s, 48.10pts, 1; John Cherring
(Oamaru/Ngaruawaha) 13m 13.95s, 48.115pts, 2; Ta
Tarrant (Taumarunui) 12m 44.16s, 50.875pts, 3; Gab
Winders (Kakanui) 12m 57.42s, 51.037pts, 4; Bruce Gr
(Wairoa) 13m 52.78s, 51.389pts, 5; Callum Bosley (Engla
Otorohanga) 12m 56.81s, 6.

1HZ =HDODQG 6KHDUYV (®3hddp). KebGre:
Manson (Piopio) 10m 28.41s, 37.546pts, 1; Ryka Sw
(Wairoa) 9m 37.78s, 38.514pts, 2; Sarah Bryant (Arohe
10m 49.23s, 40.337pts, 3; Hamuera Henderson (Kaiw.
10m 40.64s, 42.657pts, 4; Josh Balme (Otorohanga)
3.39s, 43.545pts, 5; Owen Martin-Jones (Wales) 11m 24.
43.742pts, 6.

1HZ =HDODQG 6KH D Bvshexpp MRWeik@
(Oamaru) 6m 29.3s, 27.265pts, 1; Jodiesha Kirkpatr

(Gisborne) 7m 23.81s, 28.191pts, 2; Sonya Fagan (Te K

O
on
lor
iel
ce
d/

WH QDO
nn

a)

a)
2m

4s,

o
k

7m 7.52s, 30.776pts, 3; Riley Norman (Eketahuna) 8m 0.%2s;

33.521pts, 5; Trent Alabaster (Taihape) 8m 47.09s, 36.905ptE, 6.

31.836pts, 4; Tom Clarkson (Martinborough) 6m 54.42}?,

1HZ =HDODQG 6 KH D@ sheeR:Yarkdd Apdeid
(Pukeatua) 7m 26s, 29.3pts, 1; Sam Lawson (Onga Onga
41.02s. 30.051pts, 2; Jessica Lusby (Matiere) 6m 30.3s
Holly Bird (Taihape) 8m 41.36s, 35.568pts, 4; Aimee Atk
(Eketahuna) 7m 40.27s, 36.514pts, 5; Briar Joines (Kawh
7m 24.58s, 38.729pts, 6

"RPHQTYV (& eedp): Laura Bradley (Papatawa) 7
45.39s, 28.103pts, 1; Sarah Bryant (Arohena) 8m 17.9
32.064pts, 2; Jodiesha Kirkpatrick (Gisborne) 8m 35.9
35.132pts, 3; Lydia Thomson (Rangiora) 10m 4.05s, 39.203
4; Sonya Fagan (Te Kuiti) 8m 55.84s, 39.79spts, 5; Ash
Swann (Wairoa) 11m 36.14s, 47.307pts, 6.

Development teams relay(2 sheep each): King Country
(Sarah Bryant 3m 23.14s, 19.657pts; Chloe Bingham

6m
3;
n
ia)

m
5s,
bS,
DtS,
lin

lm

53.55s, 23.278pts; Sonya Fagan 3m 10.28s, 25.014

1S)

67.849pts, beat North Canterbury-Marlborough (Tye MeiK
3m 47.3s, 19.365pts; Holly Crombie 4m 23.22s, 28.661(
Ella Caves 3m 11.2s) 80.586pts.
Local Contractors Relay(10 sheep): Balme and Son (Digge
Balme, Jack Fagan, Josh Balme) 10m 44.05s, 37.903pts,
and H Shearing 10m 59.58s, 39.879pts, 2; C.T.Shearing ]

\Y SwWV %DUURZFOLuUH 6K
40.697pts, 4; Taumata Shearing 11m 30.11s, 43.206pts
Monk Shearing No 2 11m 23.48s, 48.374pts, 6.
Whanau Dads and Song6 sheep): David Fagan/Jack Fag3
(Te Kuiti) 6m 28.33s, 28.084pts, 1; David Buick/Michag

le
ts;

r
1; D
Oom
HDULQJ 1R
15;

n

|

P

Buick (Pongaroa) 7m 31.52s, 30.076pts, 2; Digger Bal

el

Josh Balme (Otorohanga) 7m 46.98s, 31.182pts, 3; Ju
Meikle and Tye Meikle (Oamaru) 7m 9.16s, 31.624pts,
Riki Alabaster and Reuben Alabaster (Taihape) 7m 22.3
32.451pts, 5; Shane Ratima and .Orlando Ratima (Hunterv
8m 3.78s, 36.022pts, 6.,

Woolhandling:
2SHQ (®dhexp): Keryn Herbert (Te Kuiti) 58.592pts
1; Logan Kamura (Marton) 68.742pts, 2; Pagan Rime
(Alexandra) 77.92pts, 3; Joel Henare (Gisborne/Motuel
78.16pts, 4; Marika Braddick (Eketahuna) 88.49pts, 5.

6 H Q L R (b gh@dp)Kelly Barrett (Kawhia) 91.4pts, 1; Am
Bell (Weber) 99.99pts, 2; Te Whetu Brown (Wairoa) 114.74p

S5tin
4,
1S,
lle)

ne
a)

~

ts,

3; Alice Otimi (Taumarunui) 119.96pts, 4; Sonya Fagan (

Te

Kuiti) 120.554pts, 5.

-XQLRU (4 <Déen): Laura Bradley (Papatawa) 1; Jayfiep descending:.LQJ &RXQWU\ GHYHORSPH
Millanta (Te Kaha/Tauranga) 2; Paige Marshall (Te Avamutuy | QJKDP 6DUDK %LQJKDP DQG 6RQ\D
-RGLHVKD .LUNSDWULFN *LVERUQHFRPRBR®WRH RQARY WKOLNQWHUE XU\ 0
LRYLFH QpaliRamsay-Houpapa (Pongaroa) 1; Hamyy ypp  7\H QHLNOH +ROO\ &URPELH
Tipene Jones (-) 2; Cordell Boyd (Taumarunui) 3; Ma”elﬁRQNV DOO LQ D URZ GXULQJ WKH MX
Muller (Otorohanga) 4; Gwen Rata (Taumarunui) 5. 3KRHEH DQG $QJXV -RE GRQH +DPL\
3KRHEH LV DQG WKH ER\V DUH \H
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Topleft 1HZ =HDODQG RSHQ ¢QDOLVWYVY IURP OHIW 7RD +HQGHU

ORRUH ODUN *UDLQJHU /HRQ 6D PTopli@M: DEAE0 1\N WIK\D Q GGV YD W I F

WKH 5LQJHU V &XS 7RD +HQGHUVRQ V XQEULGOHG MR\
I

Middle left: :HOVK WHDP PDQDJHU 5KHLQDOOW +XJKHV (
Rl EODGH VKHDULQJ ZLWK 'Middlée DgbtP H KHHR B R Q QRVDLVE
FRQWLQJHQW DW 7H .XLWL )URP OHIW (QJOLVHK QDP
3DX0O %URXJK $QMH DQG 6DPEXX

1RUWK ,vODQG 6KHDUHU RI WKH <HDU ¢(¢QDOLVWYV IURP
'DYLG %XLFN *DYLQ OXWFK -RKQ .LUNSDWULFN 3DHUD\
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6KHDULQJ MXGJHYV DW 1HZ =HDODQ G XKVHCGORQVEKK®WYV 5KHLUQR P @M

3DXO $YHU\
5RQQLH .LQJ

5LFKLH ODJXLUH 6WHYH ODQVRQ (G ORUURZ *RUGRQ
%DUW +DG¢HOG DQG 'DYLG +RGJH

14K J |
"X[¢

'RROKDQGOLQJ MXGJHV DW 1HZ =HDODQQG&EXDPYUR QWK I5RFKHO QMR H
JULVE\ %R 3DNX &ODUN +HLGL OLGGOHWRQ *HRUJH +DZNLQV *DU

VXH R
O +D

Above: 1RYLFH VKHDULQJ ¢QDOLVWY DW 1HZ =HPODQG FKDPSLRQVKL

-RLQHV $LPHH $WNLQ +ROO\ %LUG -HVVLFD /XVE\ 6DP /DZVRQ

'L %DOPH DQG 6OpDite:daDDNDYDLQIJHU VKHDU|LQJ KLV ZD\ LQWR D
PHULWRULRXV VHFRQG SODFLQJ LQ WKH 1HZ |=HDODQG 6KHDUV PX

SV |

{DPH

D WL
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Above:
/IDQFH

'LI %DOPH UHFHLYHV WKH /D QOAHX UDHHIH ¢ R
IRU RXWVWDQGLQJ YROXQWDARRPFHWW HH WRP\EKIH)

Above: 2SHQ ZRROKDQGOLQJ ¢QDOLVWYV

ODULND %UDGGLFN

I[URP O
-RHO +HQDUH 3DJDQ 5LPHGQ

Above: +HLGL ORQN ORQN 6KHDULQJ VSRQVRU

3DLJH ODUVKDOO

-RGHLVKD .LUNSDWULFN D

HI1W GSRQVRU ‘RROV| RI'1
A%OVG

-

LYY
BRB T ORWWH eWXDU
FRPSHWLQJ LQ WKH RSHQ

gm BARROWCLIFFE
SHEARING
Fancy work in the King Country,
Nov-Feb and May-July periods?
Have you got:
Good work ethic?

* Positive attitude?
* Respect for fellow empoyee%

and clients?

Ability to have fun?

Willing to take advantage of
training opportunities?

Call Mark on 0275 544 433
Email: mjbarrow@xtra.co.nz

Member NZSCA and ShearNZ

§ o gGD 0
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Shearing magazine’s
New Zealand Shearing Industry Hall of Fame

Subjective category: By reputation and deeds, Objective category: World individual or teams
their names endure through New Zealand shearing championship winner supported by at
shearing history and folklore: least three major New Zealand titles:

James Apes (1855-1938)

Alex Hutchinson (1865-1943)
Rimitiriu Raihania (1868-1934)
Jimmy Power (1869-1902)
Ihakara ‘lke’ Robin (1886-1968)
Bill Vella (1886-1971)

George Stuart (1890-1953)

Bill Higgins (1894-1939)
Johnny Hape (1900-1969)
Percy de Malmanche (1902-1968)
Bill Richards (1907-1995)
Claude Waite (1911-2000)

Bill Meech (1914-1985)

Ivan Bowen (1915-2007)

Les Richards (1917-2000)
Godfrey Bowen (1922-1994)
Bing Macdonald (1928-2004)
Makaore Potae (1934-2001)
Ken Pike (1938-****)

Barbara Marsh (1943-2014)
Mavis Mullins (1956 -****)
Keith Wilson (1957-****)

Darin Forde (1965-****)

Roger Cox 1977; Golden Shears 1977-78, 1980;
Southern Shears 1974-79 incl.

Brian Quinn 1980; Golden Shears 1965, 1967
68, 1970, 1971, 1972; NZ Merino Shears 196
1970, 1978-79.

Martin Ngataki 1980; Golden Shears 1979;
National Lamb Shear (Raglan) 1977, 1978, 1979
Peter Casserly 1980; NZ Golden Blades 1975-76
Omarama Merino Shears 1995.

Colin King 1984; Golden Shears 1982, 1987-88
National circuit six times.

John Fagan 1984; Golden Shears 1984, Nationa
Lamb Shear (Raglan) 1981, 1984, 1985.
David Fagan 1988, 1992, 1996, 1998, 2008;
Golden Shears 16 times; NZ Open 16 times.
Tony Dobbs 1988; Golden Blades 20 times.
Paul Avery 2008; Golden Shears 2005, 2007; N2
Open 1995, 2000, 2007.

Rowland Smith 2014; Golden Shears eight
times; NZ Open eight times.

John Kirkpatrick 2017; Golden Shears 2002,
2008, 2011-12; NZ Open 2008-09, 2012.
Nathan Stratford 2017; New Zealand Merino
Shears 2006, 2009, 2016, 2018, 2021.
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