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UNDER COVER STORY

Greetings readers and Facebook followers and welco
this 122nd edition oShearingmagazine, No 2 of Vol. 42
(Methinks we got the number wrong previous edition.)

For this editor, and no doubt many others involve
researching historical topics of their interest, the oRleqgers
Past New Zealanfacility is a 'gift' that keeps on giving. Al
item fromThe PresgChristchurch) dated 17 October 19
caught our attention: '65 Seasons with Shearers'. It tol
story of a Mr Thomas Carrodus of Timaru, aged 79,
was about to leave for Grampians Station in the Macke
Country, for his 66th season. He had been wool classing
for the past 36 years.

OU &DUURGXV KDG VWDUWHG KL
picker' when, as a 13-year-old, he'd gone to Grey
Station. There he earned £1 a (six-day) week, working f
5.00am to 5.30pm. Among other stations he’d worked at
listed Mount Royal, Mount Peel, Allandale, Black For
Glentanner and Simon's Pass. Mr Carrodus said the
important thing for a shearing shed is a good cook. “In
days God made the tucker, but the devil made the co
(And the butter was suitable for oiling a bicycle!)

The story also brought back into daylight the names o
best shearers he had seen in his life. “The early shearer
tough, hard-working and extremely honest men. Wai
was the home of good shearers and men such as
Kennedy, Johnny Frewan, Mick Kavanagh, Martin Sulliv
Jack Trotter, Harry Hill, Tom Claughton, Tom Goodwin a
Jimmy McLaren averaged 170 to 180 sheep a day with bl
Matt Andrews, another famous shearer, had done 198
with blade shears.” [Any contenders for our Shearing

RI )DPH LQ WKHUH"@

The report concluded: “Mr Carrodus has been a show j
and also examines secondary school pupils in wool-class
A further search of our 'gift' revealed Mr Carrodus die
Dunedin in 1953, aged 82.

Meantime, we farewell more giants of our industry w|
tributes in this edition; step back into history with sev
other items apart from Mr Carrodus above, and hope th
something in our variety that may interest you.

Keep well, see you again in November.

Ka kite ano .
Nga mihi, Des Williams

Publisher: Last Side Publishing Ltd

Box 102, Hamilton 3240, New Zealand.

Email: shearingmag@xtra.co.nz

Tel 0274 833 465

Copyright: All material subject to usual arrangemeft
Next edition due 27 Novbember 2026.

Deadline for all material one week prior.
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Programme of Events

Cr

70 SHEARING

< / GOLDEN FLEECE  FRIDAY 2nd October (Report time 7.00 an)
¢ Open Woolhandling Heats

MERINO 2026 Senior Woolhandling Heats

Junior Woolhandling Heats

Novice Woolhandling

Senior Woolhandling Semi-Finals

Junior Woolhandling Semi-Finals

Senior Shearing Heats

Open Woolhandling Semi-Finals

Tea Hour 6pm to 7pm (Teams Report 6.45pm)
Teams Event Heats

NATIONAL

m SHEARING

CIRCUIT

Molyneux Stadium, Alexandra,
Fri/Sat 2-3 October 2026

Open shearing EF $70.00; TPV $4800.00
PGG VETMED Nat. Circuit Round 1 EF $60.00 )
Senior shearing EF $60.00; TPV $3200.00 SATURDAY 3rd October (Report time 7.00 am)
Open woolhandling EF 60.00; TPV $2600.00 Open Shearing Heats

Senior woolhandling EF $55.00; TPV $1450.00 Senior Shearing Semi-Finals

Junior woolhandling EF $50.00; TPV $1300.00 Open Shearing Quarter-Finals

Novice woolhandling EF $30.00; TPV $400.00 Junior Woolhandling Final

NZ Merino teams (2 shearers, 2 woolhandlers an Senior Woolhandling Final

grade) EF 70.00; TPV $2600.00 Teams Event Semi-Final

Cover comb used in all events Smokefree Teddy Bear Shear

Reporting time 30 minutes before all events Open Shearing Semi-Finals

Senior Shearing Final
All entries by 4pm 27 September 2026 Presentations - Junior & Senior Woolhandling
Enter on-line via the Facebook page, NZ Merino Evening Session (Report time 7.00 pm)
Shearing Alexandra. Teams Final
Enquiries: email nzmerinoshearing@gmail.com Open Woolhandling Final
Enquiries: PGG/vetmed national circuit: Open Shearing Final
nznationalshearingcircuit@gmail.com Presentations
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Successful senlors at Alexandra

b . Above: 1HZ = HDODQGOHULQRBKHDUVVHC
Above: 1HZ =HDODQG OHULQR 6KHDUV VHGKMU SO0BMLYWEIH HYRWUDOLD *U
OHIW -XVWLQ OHLNOH 2DPDUX 6WBRPWHBEURRKRGS$SOHEXWUDORBELGKDXQ %)
6FKURHGHU %OHQKHLP &KULV OF1D/OOUBQW[DQHEXND D &RQGV, DRQHVDUULQJ
5HQZLFN DQG -RKQ 7DQJQH\ :DLPRQWH

Above: 1HZ = HDODQGOHULQRGKHDUV
IURP OHIW &KULVWLQH /DZWRQ *RU
*RUH UG +LQH %LGGOH 5DQIX
‘DLPDWH QG

UV VHQ
D /HD
OD 1XNX -

paswal

If you want to settle down with good conditiopgs
and steady work, shearing or woolhandling,
FRXOG ¢QG D SODFH LQ W
We work for some great people and we have s
great people working for us. There is alw
room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Aria: 022 374 4062
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.

HDODQG OHULQR 6KHDUV V

, Above: 1HZ =
Emall RVEFH#SDHZDLPXOOLQV||FRy OHIW 'DQLHO OLWFKHOO $XVW
,QYHUFDUJLOO WK SLFKDUG 6DPS

Website . www.paewaimullins.co.nz /LVVDPDQ ':DUG QG 'DQQ\ 6FRWW
OF*UHJRU :DLNDND WK
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P’ NZ WOOL CLASSERS ASSOCIATIQN

1= :RRO &0ODVVHUV $VVRFLDWLRQ LV D M
RUJDQLVDWLRQ ZKLFK VLWVI[ILUPO\ LQGH ™ &
FRPPHUFLDO LOQWHUHVW LQ W ZRRO LQGHES i ] CLASSERS | C N
WKH 1= :RRO &0ODVVHUV 5HILVWUDWLRQ V\Vi
IRU ZRRO HGXFDWLRQ DQG TX LW\ LQ ZRR@ : 8 ‘f‘ o
SUHVHQWDWLRQ DUH WKH FRU UROHV RI WR* e e T et _
7KH RUJDQLVDWLRQ KDV EH disestablished\and itsFroles\be aken over by commercial
IRUPHG DIWHU WKH GLVHVWDE|p Lcomparies or entities yetitol be forrned. bwasmne®f those
ZKLFK SUHYLRXVO\ DGPLQLV| hosesframahe Mivister of Agticulture/s WaophGrospto a
1=:&% IXQGLQJ FRPHV IURP P HiP greup of k2woolindustry vepresentatives that peer reviewed
LQGXVWU\ VXSSRUW the McKinsey Report. McKinsey's recommendations went
to a farmer vote in September 2002, with a 96% 'Yes' vote to

McKinsey's recommendations. Then in July 2003, the Wool
Why and How the NZWCA Began Board went out of existence after 59 years, with the formation
$Q $GGUHVV WR $*0 ,QGXVWU\ 'D\oBvieét3 Wdbl,. @hidrDaréHbecdReBeef & Lamb.

As a founding director, | would like to thank all those who McKinsey's recommendations brought about formation of
over the years, have been involved in the administration of thig NZ Merino Company, with their wool suppliers being
Association — giving their time and expertise — and who haareholders. Also: the formation of the Mid-Micron Task
made it to what it is today — a very successful organisation. ﬁt&"ce- Also: the attempt by Romney wool farmers to form a
brief is: Why and how this organisation began. Strong Wool Company — which did not succeed.

During the 1980s there was much dissatisfaction by farmer@efore the formation of NZWCA, | was chair of Mid-Micron
in the New Zealand Wool Board; the wool prices were Ioyoo! Growers Group; then represented the New Zealand
and woolgrowers thought they were not getting value for thiéfeol Industry on a study tour of the USA Cotton Industry;
levies. By the end of the 1980s the Wool Boards in Austrdign alone a tour of New Zealand Brand partners in England
and New Zealand were supporting the prices paid for wgdld Europe; then became founding Chair of M-Micron Inc;
In 1991 the Australian Wool Board stopped supporting t{ten appointed by the Wool Board a member of the Minister’s
wool prices, and wool prices collapsed in both countries.WWool Group; then appointed by the Minister's Wool Group as

The dissatisfaction with the New Zealand Wool Boa
grew even stronger, and the NZ Merino and Mid-Micr
woolgrowers formed their own organisations; Merino |
DQG OLG OLFURQ ,QF 7KLV WR LQEXHQF
regarding the promotion and marketing by the Wool Boafd,
and research by WRONZ of those wools; to my knowledfje
there was no similar organisation for strong wool.

By year 2000, the pressure for reform of the New Zealgnd
Wool Board brought about the engagement of McKinsgy
& Company, an international consultancy firm. At th
end of 2001 McKinsey recommended the Wool Board pe

DWH I\

\__

N W

MMLASSERS WSS v 1 s
[ N

McCONACHIE
SHEARING LTD

‘H UHTXLUH VWDZ$ IRU RXU EXV\ VX|PPHU

'"HFHPEHU WKURXJK pWLO $SULO DPG IR

WKURXJK pWLO $XIJXVW *RRG ZRUN |HWKL|

RXU FOLHQWY DQG IHOORZ VW[pt DU
7TUDYHO DQG PHDOV SURYLGHG

‘ $00 HQTXLULHV ZHOFHPH
| (PDLO R FH#PFFRODFKLHVKHDUL®
] RU SKRQH -DPLH RQ
1=

& $ FdfnBinZ Yhealitd BdRtrdRdrs 1A% ocidfioh O O
DHHH %HOO D Qambd &z D WHUVRQ

SDVW DQG SUHVHQW
'RZOH ODUWLQ 3DWHUVRQ *U
1IHZVOHWWHU -XQH
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an industry representative to oversee t At that time, wool classing courses at
McKinsey Report. Lincoln University had ceased in 1997
Resulting from the McKinsey Report; N Z W(] (". and Massey in 1998, then they were

which said there is no future in mid- funded by Meat & Wool and delivered
micron wool; the Mid-Micron Task CLASSERS by WoolPro until 2006, then taken over
JRUFH ZDV HVWDEOL by TECTRA until it ceased in 2018. Then
forward. This involved the employmen ASSOCIATION the Association worked with Lincoln
RI WKH DFFRXQWDQF\ wpbl-Rlassing HRIK ol Wald VestedJniversity to continue their courses,
and employed Pat Murray, a marketingy WoolPro to the newly constitutedwhich were delivered by their Telford
consultant ex of South Africa. Pat angizZWCA Inc. campus. Subsequently Telford was sold
| and did a tour of brand partners in |t was clearly understood at thato the Southern Institute of Technology,
Europe and England to see if there wagme the powers vested by WoolProywho continued to provide the courses,
a viable commercial company for midgave the power to NZWCA Inc. (1) Towith the delivery of the programmes by
micron woolgrowers using EPEA, amaintain the Wool Classers Registryl-aurie Boniface and Richard Gavigan,
European environmental group based gind maintain the industry standardsntil they retired in 2024.
Germany with such wool-using clientsequired of woolclassers. (2) The It is with some concern, that after
as Gabriel, Rhoner, Ford, Volvo, Ikeeho|ding of refresher courses to maintaigll these years, there are still wool
and others, with sustainable policieghose standards, and deregister aggporting companies running QA and
Upon our return we consulted Deloittegvoolclassers not maintaining thosé&arm Assurance programmes that are
and M-Micron Inc. standards. (3) For it to be self-fundingot using qualified, accredited wool
Then Pat and | reported to the Wodby subscription membership or byclassers' stencils in their criteria, either
Board that there was no commerciallgponsorship. At the time it was thoughi, or as part of their traceable delivery
viable wool marketing company forthat there should be independeraf wool. The stencil number on each
mid-micron wool producers, andscrutiny of wool-classing trainingbale shows that the wool was classed by
Pat’s contract was terminated. Th@nd standards, with wool industryDQ LQGHSHQGHQW TXDOL
consequences of that 'Yes' vote h rticipation. Richard Gardner, CECproudly puts their stencil number on each
PXFK JUHDWHU UDPL¢ WRLRQAU iV KEDV@WHHRMIM Bale whichisalgaxequirgeibytnecasnger.
farmers ever thought about; being The inaugural committee members For this not to happen, tells me
the skills training of shearers, woolof NZWCA were: Richard Gardnermore about the integrity of their QA
classers, woolhandlers, and pressergjoolPro; Allan Frazer M&W: Graeme programmes than it does about this
previously paid for by the farmer’sBell, Barbara Newton, David Carr, Alanorganisation and the classer’s stencil.
wool levies. Gallagher, M-M manager and myself Often the QA's are just “tick box”
WoolPro was the wool harvestingviartin Paterson. guestions, often on subjects that are
division of the Wool Board, and had \We met at the Sudima Hotel near thenore remotely related from the woollen
been responsible for their trainingChristchurch Airport to form a legalproduct itself; e.g., environment, farm
programmes. WoolPro’s role Ofentity to take over WoolPro’s role. Imanagement and animal welfare, which
shearing, woolhandling and woolhad been involved in the establishmergre important, but mostly relying on the
pressing training eventually wenfof Mid-Micron Inc, and so Alan Frazer,honesty of the answerer. It is well past
to the new commercial business oAllan Gallagher and | worked on thetime for those QA programme managers
TECTRA. WoolPro also maintainedmid-Micron Constitution to make it to get their act together.
the registration of woolclassers, and @uitable for New Zealand Wool Classers To those classers and wool businesses
Stencil holders, and the maintenancgc. — which was adopted. Graeme Bethat think it is not necessary to be a
of the New Zealand standards fozDV HOHFWHG ¢UVW FKIQD®DBIPR| ARPEHU £ LW L
see it as an organisation that supports
your registration — by giving credibility
to your role — with its maintaining of the

Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine wool industry standards and regulations.

the sub is a small price to pay. There is

\Peter Lyon ‘H UHTXLUH VWD -XO\ 2FWREH|) &0 ed-saynobyeuoasly get out what

Shearing $FFRPPRGDWLRQ WUDYHO DQP }6‘1%‘[9 U‘-ts.u YLGHE o al
*RRG DWWLWXGH WRZDUGV ZRUN DRE, g{@f@ﬁg@@%%eﬁlm LD

I —— e SHOLDEOH ZRUN DQG ZHDWKHU S$iD W \Wddd&t&ASsh gri&lﬁﬁm CRRtchMERI R
earthquake were munted in mud, and
Employment Agreement based on NZSCA that Annette Gamble and her son did
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme rescue some of them, but not all. I have
with me, all my minutes of the meetings
and correspondence during my three

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie years chairmanship of 2010-11-12,

Ve Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201 being the three years prior to the Quake.

V=, , : ) If anyone has any minutes of the other
,,S,l:ijﬁRy_:/nyg Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz missing years, | am sure Annette would

be pleased to receive copies.
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'XULQJ P\ UHVHDUFK PDQ\ PHPRU f‘ -
most good, some bad, many in frustration of what could &
should have been achieved. | noted in the minutes of my W{ WDD LWD FI KS
meeting that the reason for my resigning from the Chair ..
NZWCA was my lack of computer skills, since remedied Extremely dangerous wool bale contam-

and my late wife’s battle with cancer. i ; ;
Chair: This may well be my last meeting, but | wish to ination at WoolWorks Awatoto site.

UHPDLQ D IXO0O VXE SD\LQJ DvOLDVe@\Worksyy pria ihe Natjgnal Gaupgd gf RiZ \Wool

organisation well for its future0 DUW L Q 0 3D W H UNIgE&sts, hag peguested their “critical safety alert” to be
(With minor adaptations. Ed.) circulated throughout the wool industry.

Here is a summary of the alert, including wording
from the alert, pasted below: “During processing on
ORQGD\ WK WKURXJK WR 7XHVGLEL
team discovered live ammunition in the drop tray of an
infeed hopper. Discovering live ammunition that has come
in from farm bales is deeply shocking and completely
unacceptable.”

=T - o 11
LY 3 '.'."‘ < "_".'_ E Lo ; - e

+D\GHQ +LFNH\ RI :6 +LFNH\ DQG
RI /[LWWOH 9DOOH\ 6WDWLRQ JL
WKH 1=:&% $*0 ,QGXVWU\ 'D\ QH - L
; ; ; NZWCA joins with WoolWorks in expressing deep
TOp scorers in wool IndUStry EXCErcISes atconcern about this type of dangerous bale contamination,
NZWCA Industry Day, 15 May 2026: whilst also taking the opportunity to remind our members
There were three wool exercises for attendees to te@w important it is to always remain vigilant to avoid
themselves with at our recent Industry Professiorailything other than wool going into our bales.
'HYHORSPHQW 'D\ 2GGPHQW LG H biswndesbay thit gnfortunse)yRI@ pogedy the wool
Yield estimate, Merino Hogget Classing. Each of the thréale(s) containing the bullets can't be traced because the
exercises had two categories of entrants, 1) Student/wigllets weren't found in the hopper until further along
KDQGOHU IDUP VWDu DQG & O DV Vhg preeessmB RainywherGwpas foarnl RvinpleRNDho
Eight of the nine top scorers are pictured hBak left: Island farms was combined) URP 1=:&% 1HZVO
Julia Waldron A2181 (Merino hogget classing); RobyneX Q H
Murray A1716 (Micron and Yield); Cassie Johnston D2182:
(Oddments); Ashley Clarke, student (Oddmeifgnt left:
Kate Campbell M2239 (Merino hogget classing); Scarl
Hopcroft, student (Merino hogget classing); Sarah Grah
' OHULQR KRJJHW FODVVLQJ
(Micron and Yield) Not in photo: Katrise Saunders D223
(Micron and Yield).

R DW

MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY

=

Requires quality shearers and woolhandlers fq
permanent or seasonal work. Good rates
RUHUHG PXVW EH GUKJ II

Phone Tony 027 693 3010
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WAS YENDELL OUR
FIRST CHAMPION?

We have had our New Zealand shearir
FKDPSLRQV VWUXWWL
stage at Te Kuiti since 1987 (or was
1985) and lvan Bowen is much recorde
in old newspapers for several time
winning the New Zealand championshi|
at Gisborne'’s Poverty Bay A&P Society
Show since 1946, when the Societgg
was “authorised” to stage the nationéjd
championship. (We haven't managed
¢ QG WKH 3DXWKRULVH
But it seems the Taihape Amateu
Athletic Club may have usurped al
other claimants to the honour with ai
event held at the club’s New Year’s Da'
Sports on 1 January 1935. Traanaki

39 points; if his time for the shearing of
three sheep was 6min 30sec, or 390sec.,
the analysis of his performance would
give him an award of 10pts.”

V K And who won using Mr Mossman’s
PDWKHPDWLFV" -0 5RJHU
points, followed by C Carrington
with 13.43 and T Smiler with 14.66.
“The winner’s style was smooth, and
KH GLVSOD\HG D ¢(QH IXOC
ZLQOLQJ RQ KLV JHQHUD
cleanness of shearing rather than on speed,
though he was a fast man nevertheless.

Present at the contest was Mr Bill
Higgins, former world record holder,
who gave a demonstration on the
machines. He later noted that “the
blademen of the district, as represented
in the competition, were right in the top

'DLO\ Irépdried the event laterthat :DOWHU <HQGHOO 1= &Kdd AérlbbtRspeed and cleanness of
heir work.”

" But, we ask at this late hour, was
the New Zealand champion Mr Walter
FHQGHOO DW *LVERUQH WK

Kk kk k%

month: "A novel event at the Taihap
Sports on New Year’s Day was whaj
was billed as the New Zealand she
shearing championship, which attracte
a very large crowd of spectators ang
twenty competitors from all parts of— (
1HZ =HDODQG >)RXUWHE|[G@a
“On a raised platform in front of theg
grandstand, a machine shearing pla
was installed, and the competition w
keenly followed by the crowd. The
FDVK SUL]JH DQG FXS |
won by Walter Yendell of Kaitaia.
George Stewart (sic) (Mohaka, HB)
and EJ Dickinson (Mangaweka) wer
bracketed for second place.”
Several other newspapers (fro
Papers Past New Zealand) also provide
informative reports. TheLQJ &R X
Chronicle(3 January 1935) reported M
Yendell (of Hamilton) obtained 84 point;31

angaweka. (Yendell not listed.)

1 t 5) report
BRI AR

ecial Contest” would be held
e forthcoming A&P Show (Labo

Rl bE Pl S

the public, without extra charge.
%n the rostrum and the surroundings
HSUHVHQW DQ DYHU

r Charles Mossman of Moh

out of a possible 100 while Stuart (corre gvr(]e ;ds %sgsirsnegl.‘ awarding points” t

spelling) and Dickinson tied for second 5
SODFH DIWHU D VKHDU R,
of Ngaruawahia fourth.

“Mr Yendell secured a handsom
silver cup valued at £10, and a 15-guin
cheque, £10 being paid to secon
performers. The points were reckone
on quality, handling and speed. Theg
competition was carried out Withdo
machines, the cup being supplied by the
ORUDW 9LUWXH 6KHHS GKJ3

Co. The judges were Messrs. J Collief, P
FR Cotteril and P Batley.” fudge has indicated that the contest

. e
_The :DQJDQXL & FS@R\@WFES&%MS taken for the shearing of t
included a list of entrants: Fred Rauwirkp, oo

(Waikato), WBerryman (Rotorua), : P
George Jackson (Mataroa), N Makcghe two sections of shearing.
(Taihape), G Andrews (Auckland), W,
Richards (Ngaruawahia), H Watso
(Tuakau), H Hegh (Queensland),

Wright (Raetihi), H McManaway

QG WKH GLVSRVDO
HHFH R DQG E
shearing, including deductions
uble cuts and wounds on sheep.

r the non-mathematically minded:
an may receive 19 marks for gen
HvVFLHQF\ DQG PDU

Eketahuna), N Thompson (Canterburyf
Kotu (Nelson) and AJ Dickinson

Perhaps the Taihape AAC starte
omething — later that year tB&sborne

ionshiq

3eekend). “This is quite a new featur

' “Two shearing stands are to be erectg
be arranged to as nearly as possible

%Xyl&_YH SAHHFH R LQ P

'would be judging the contest, using “#

el Wi 0 BRI

HVFLHQF\ LQ FDWFKLQJ
&p and disposing of belly wool, opening
and disposing of the neck wool

IRU

sl R |
cided by dividing the number o

p by the number of marks given fd

And by way of further explanation

of shearing, giving a combined total o

ed

a|
ur

Wi

D WK

akEb
hal

SILVER
(v FHERN Er
s SHEARING
GEAR
HHF ISTAND Sw
OTHEYEST
OF TIME

D

R

fo

w

hrg¢e
r

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.SQUIRES.CO.NZ

“Al or contact us at 06 388 1201
erl 127 Hautapu Street, Taihape

NIV ddtiresitdids Quitdd ¥ dnz
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Animal welfare and calming awareness

7RP :LOVRQ (OLWH :RRO e@u@®@K¥n,UangdayQ pb@dsure tgenerally been extremely positive. For
Over the past year, Animal Welfaremaintain tallies and difficult sheepmany participants, the course reinforces
& Calm Sheep Handling (AW&CSH) can all contribute to frustration. Thoseractices they already follow, while
training has continued to gainpressures are real, but they do naiso providing a clearer understanding
momentum across New Zealand'semove the responsibility every personf the expectations placed on them
shearing and woolhandling industry. working with livestock has to treatand why animal welfare is becoming
The programme was developed bgnimals appropriately and with care. increasingly important to the wider
Elite Wool Industry Training NZ and gyrong Industry Uptake wool industry.
SWTI/SCAA (Australia) in responsepne of the most encouraging !Mportantly, contractors are also
to the increasing scrutiny being placedeyelopments has been the change $€ing value in being able to demonstrate
on animal welfare standards withinngustry engagement. that they have taken practical steps to
a clear objective: to make sure thosgtroduced, uptake was relatively slow Providing recognised animal welfare

working directly with sheep understandpy FRQWUDFWRUYV D Q GI&W9 doesHpiy enppviepipdivigyad u
both their legal responsibilities and thgyith what the training involved and whyr€sponsibility, but it does show that an

practical role they play in protectingthe,. w zDv EHLQJ RuHUHG HPROW\K EVKPP{/D%Q@I% D JH
reputation and future of the industry. considerably. HQVXUH VWDu XQGH

While animal welfare has always AT of them.

been an important part of good - L ) Participants who successfully

X . \ U Al . .
stockmanship, expectations are 4 b 4 . complete the programme receive a
changing. Farmers, contractors, wool —“. * £ j FHUWL,;FDWH DFNQRZOHG.
companies, processors, brands and A providing an additional record of
ultimately consumers are taking a much™ C professional development that can

greater interest in how animals are. *
handled throughout the wool harvesting
process. What happens in the woolshed
is increasingly part of the story behind_ +

WKH ¢ QLVKHG SURGXFW support of industry funding partners
The AW&CSH programme has * * especially Zentera Wool, Ministry for
EHHQ GHVLJQHG VSHFL¢{FIQO\ IRU SJ—{;FE’}S OH  Pprimary Industries, PGG Wrightson,
working inthe shearing industry. Rather =~ 7 o . «% NZ Shearing Contractors' Association
than approaching animal welfare purely LALLM and Wool Impact, who recognised the
from a compliance perspective, the need to get this training in front of as
course looks at practical sheep handling, Through a combination of individualmany people as possible.
recognising animal behaviour, reducingoyrses and larger contractor group Funding assistance has allowed
unnecessary stress, understandingssions, approximately 500 peoplthe programme to be delivered to
responsibilities under animal welfargyave now completed the AW&CSHa considerably larger number of
legislation, and the importance ofyrogramme. Courses have beeparticipants than would otherwise
maintaining professional standards "réljelivered across both the South anigave been achievable and has helped
and around the woolshed. North Islands, with particularly strongestablish the programme during an
A major focus has also been ofinterest from contractors wanting tdmportant period for the industry.
recognising the realities faced byyrgyide training for entire teams. The funded rollout has also provided
shearing teams. Poor facilities, outdated The response from those attending hasluable information about how best to

travel with them throughout their career.

Support Making Training Possible
The progress made to date would
not have been possible without the

* 4 : ‘ ¥ __.-_- l.l 5
Let us treat them with the respect they d&erve. D
. % i =
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GHOLYHU WUDLQLQJ HVFLHQWO\ S Daé\cbrfrdd dr® asking HpuZtRelphograndme, bk
ODUJHU FRQWUDFWRU JURXSV D Q GmpldydsYarkddking Jo p@ WoRplBte tedrisHiIQangHUtke] |
As the programme has developed, delivery systems htaing, and there is a much greater awareness across the
continued to be streamlined and improved, helping buildnalustry that animal welfare expectations are not going away.
model that can be sustained and expanded into the future.The objective is not to portray the shearing industry
Where To From Here? negatively. Quite the opposite.
The next challenge is ensuring animal welfare training doedhere are thousands of hardworking people throughout
not become a short-term response to recent industry attenfi#¥v Zealand doing an excellent job every day, often in
For it to have lasting value, it needs to become part of nonfi@manding conditions. The purpose of AW&CSH training
industry training. is to support those people, provide clear expectations and
Our longer-term view is that Animal Welfare & Calm Shedpjactical tools, and help ensure that the actions of a small
Handling should ultimately be embedded into a structurddnority do not undermine the reputation of an entire
national training pathway for shearers, woolhandlers aRgustry. , ,
pressers — beginning at entry level and continuing as peopldéW Zealand has an opportunity to be proactive and
progress through the industry. emonstrate that animal welfare and professional sheep
Training people early in their careers is particularfj@ndling are an integral part of producing our wool. ,
important. Good habits, good stockmanship and arf "€ progress made so far is encouraging, but there is
understanding of animal welfare responsibilities are far eaiéf plenty of work ahead. The biggest change we've seen
to establish from the beginning than they are to correct lafgS been the shift from having to explain why this training
There is also a wider opportunity for the wool industry. Ipatters, to contractors now contacting us asking when we
New Zealand can demonstrate that those harvesting wbdp @ SXW WKHLU VWDu WKURXJK LW
are appropriately trained, understand their responsibilitie§0r contractors or industry organisations interested in
and work within' a recognised professional framework,Aimal Welfare & Calm Sheep Handling training for their
gives farmers, contractors, exporters, brands and consumé¥ Du  ZH ZHOFRPH WKH RSSRUWXQL\
JUHDWHU FRQ:GHQFH LQ WKH L Q Ve BIPURAFRINGg Qpiors. ZRRO ZH SURG XFH
That is becoming increasingly important in internationalFOr more information or book courses govto/w.
markets where animal welfare, traceability and ethicdlitewoolindustrytraining.com or contact noel@ewit.

production are playing a growing role in purchasing decisiof8: <

Keeping the Momentum Going S :

; . age 13:1RHO +DQGOH\ WDNHV RYHU |
The encouraging part of the past year has been seeing b .
level of engagement increase. (/,7( 6 'LUHFWRU DQG 2SHUDWLRQ

&

‘WSHEARING

o021 251 7742

Busy North Canterbury run
&OHDQ UHOLDEOEHS
Mainshear November-April
Pre-lamb May-September

New client enquiries welcome
Phone Mike Morgan
021 251 7742 |
mike091@windowsIMEOM | Ao uhuy o Wik e &' oae =P Ok
FDOPO\ XQGHU FRQWURO
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S3KRWR RI WKH =HQWHUD =4 7UDLQLQJ SURJUDP P HBatkHef:L YRIRI®I G- [E
(OLWH 2SHUDWLRQV 0DQDJHU :LOOLH -RQHV )DUPHU JUDQFL
$sL 1JDWD -DFRE WRRWK 7D\ORU 7URWW G5HXEHQ 2 1HLOBRiddeD
leftt. 1DWKDQ 6WUDWW\ 6WUDWIR ‘ D@ 0 D
"RKQVWRQH (OLWH 7UDLQHU /
Frontleft: - XOLHWWH -RQHV :RROFO
3DJDQ 5LPHQH (OLWH 7UDLQHU
2 %ULHQ *UDFH 7HUU\ +HPL :RU
%DLOH\ :HUHWD OF'LDUPLG &KD T . e
ACE SHEARING GEAR
HOVK OLD %URRNLQJ -HVV 7R FOR QUALITY & SERVICE YGU CAN TRUST
HU 7 /HH 3RVD

DON YT DELAY BUY
ACE TODAY

STOP PRESS

New chapter for New Zealand wool | ACE COVER COMBS
This is big news from us €ampaign for Wool N | |11l FHITHERS e RS
NZ andWool Impact have joined forces. Togethe ; ORDER DIRECT

we're now théNew Zealand Wool Collective One
entity, one team and one voice for New Zealz Text Leon 0275914361
Email: info@acequip.co.nz

Website: aceshearng.co.nz

one operational entity lets us go further than we €
could separately. OR

This is real collaboration in action, and it's excitifig -
for our industry. What we need is unity, shargd
direction, useful tools, and a strong voice for Ngw
Zealand wool. That's what New Zealand Wdpl
Collective is all about.

The work and values of Campaign for Wool
will continue in full, but working in collaboratio
with Wool Impact as a single entity...we know we dgan
go further, faster, with greater impact for our wdpl
sector. Live naturally, choose wool.
(FromThe Clip 26 August 2026.)

Insist on ACE Shearing Gear
at your nearest farm shop
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ELITE'S NEW DIRECOR

Noel Handley has recently taken ovg

the reins from Gavin Rowland asAboveandbeIow)URP WKH OHQV RI *HRUJH (PSVRQ DW
Elite Wool Industry's Director and' 7yNpSR :RROFODVVHU *UDHPH *RRGJHU (ZH1HH

Operations Manager.
Noel has devoted his working life
to New Zealand’s wool harvesting
industry, bringing a wealth of experienc
that spans practical, instructional, a
operational leadership roles.
Beginning as a full-time shearerf
Noel spent 22 years in the sheds befg
transitioning into training with the

machine shearing, combining decad
of hands-on experience with a genui
passion for developing others withi
the industry.

In 2004, Noel joined Tectra as :
Regional Training Manager, progressing
through national leadership roles ové
the following decade. As Nationa
Manager, Programme Services, he w|
responsible for coordinating nationwids
"Straight to Work" programmes acros
the dairy and wool harvesting sectors.
Later, as Tectra’s National Operations
Manager, he oversaw the company|s
day-to-day operations while leading
a team of 11 regional and national
managers across New Zealand.

Today, as Director and Operations AUSTRALIA

aiming, Noal araws on s extencve. Clothing & Shearing Supplies M

industry knowledge and leadership

oLV HUS UEPDLOV b fHiaauie SHSEL |\ o
1

and industry-led. His lifelong éﬁéﬂK\F%@#

commitment to excellence, skill South Australia

development, and supporting the next u/{’

generation continues to strengthen Ph: 0011 61 886261285 s %

the future of New Zealand’s wool| Email: info@courela.com.au Visit our Online ShOp

harvesting workforce. www.courela.com.au www.courela.com.au

*kkk k%

Shearing magazime 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 13



HDULQJ FRPSHWLWRUV DW .DLNRXUD YHEUXDU\
%DVTXH &RXQWU\ ODUWLQ +RSNLQV 5HS ,UHODQG

RWW OF.D\ 1= OLNHO *DOYH] %DVTXH &RXQWU\

.DWKOHHQ ODUNRZLW] 86$% L

7LP +RJJ 1= %DVWLDQ *RQ

-DQ
1DO

/IXFDV 9DOOHJR $UJHQWLQD $00 - 1= 'DQLH
HQ

IHWKHUO

20LYDUHV &KLOH %DUW YDQ G
HOG 6FRWW OF.

DFHIJHWWHUV VW $00DQ 20G¢

HUNTERVILLE i R

‘H FRQJUDWXODWH 6KDQH 5SDWLPD 5D
RQ KLV HOHFWLRQ DV SUHVLGHQW RI

+H IROORZV D OLQH RI HYWHHPHG JH
SDVW RGG \HDUV +H PXVW EH D JR
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The islands of sheep

%\ 5RJHU /HVOLH
For many years | had dreamed of visiting the Faroe Isla
, KDG EHHQ HQWLFHG E\ SLFWXUH
LQJ RQ LOQDFFHVVLEOH EOXuV KX
North Atlantic waves, and wild Nordic place names liK
Streymoy, Vagar, Torshavn and Svinoy.
This year, realising that time and opportunity were slippi
away, | grasped the nettle and made that dream a reality. F
means sheep in old Nordic. Some say it could also meal
away. Both meanings were relevant. The Faroes are as
to the North Pole as I've ever been on land. The Islands| |
a self-governing part of Denmark and have not been spo
by golf courses belonging to foreign presidents.
We could have gone there by ferry, with or without vehic
but that takes longer than the time I'd allotted to the venture
ZH AHZ GLUHFW IURP %LOOXQG L{(
airport. The runway is relatively short for a jet and requirfy
landing abilities not needed for most airports. Finding t|i% o
UHQWDO FDU RVFH DQG WKH YHK [
certain amount of ambiguity that we soon realised was irf#
gral to the islands. The colour of the car and the locatio
the carpark were not as advised. We had booked three nif&:
of Air B&B and one with the grandfather of a young guy W
met in Denmark. Our main accommodation was in Torshajas
the capital and home to around 25% of the Islands' 55,(F s
inhabitants. There are 75,000 sheep.

LQJ

| didn't reaIIy have any idea how big the islands were
DQG EULHA\ HQWHUWDLQHG WKH LG}
course) and touring on those. Ha. The area is made up of 17
inhabited islands and covers some 1400 square kms. In the
end we travelled around 1,000 kms in the rental.

The main islands are connected by under-sea tunnels and
F\FOLQJ LQ WKHVH LV QRW HQFRXUD.
the price of fuel. Everything else seemed to be expensive,
but 91 petrol was around half the price of that purchased in
New Zealand. Maybe the Faroese haven't heard that there’s
an international squeeze on fuel.

| was immediately captivated by the place. There were
VRDULQJ FOLuUV DQG SXvQV A\LQJ DU
directly into the sea. Little villages either perched precari
ously above little bays or had winding roads descending down
to seaside settlements. These towns were calm and serene bu
looked to be bracing for the next Atlantic storm. The volcanic
.J I'im . . \ rock formations were covered, where it wasn't perpendicular,

miﬁﬁod old fashlnned SEWIIE.N with thin layers of peat soil and grass.
i\ On these sparse areas were dotted Icelandic sheep philo

e |we are always |oo|(mg for expeﬂenr.ed sophically grazing or sheltering behind rocks to chew their

iz cuds. Away from the main thoroughfares sheep shared the
rellahle,drug freestaffforourbusymam | R S LW KD e S P U Dy E

: shear&pre -lamb seasons!Top rates offered | nected by single lane tunnels, although these had passing

v bays blasted out of the rock along their length.
ahuveNZS(mrecommendedrates,v 7UDGLWLRQDO URR¢QJ ZDV ZLWK

¥ .
many Faroese how these were kept trimmed, and a sum
59“’“'“9 Sout f-i“t!fh“fv through to Otag mary of the answers was, some are trimmed by hand, some

Imntmg new and exi stlng tustnmrs to give us a call. have access for the sheep to graze, and the rest were left to
- b .. = ‘benign neglect'.
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(From page 15)
The Faroese appeared not to be
dramatic or demonstrative people an
much of the hospitality was by guess
work. There might be a café in a tow
but there would be no signage adverti
ing this. You had to either have an ey
IRULW RU VPHOO WKH
this to some of the owners and they sal
“Oh yes, | must do that someday.” Mog
of the café owners were women wh
KDG KXVEDQGV Ru ¢ VK
the sheep.

| never actually talked to one of thes
elusive shepherds but through the
wives | put together a rough idea
what it meant to look after sheep her
There were small sheds built of ston

sheep were shorn late summer by the
shepherds themselves with hand shea

land and the various shepherds shart
the workload, and shearing. Mos
KLOOVLGHY URVH VWHH
grassland until the face was perpe
dicular. Winter supplements were fed
out at the bottom and the sheep ca
down to get it.

A lot of the wool is used by cottage
industry knitters, weavers and spinner
We were told of our luck in timing our
visit with a great ‘spell of weather’.
It was 10-15 degrees and often fogg
and/or windy. They said no-one use
an umbrella as the rain is normall
accompanied by arctic winds and onl}
wets the side of things.

The treeless landscape and sparg
habitations gave a look of primitive
living but the telecommunications

DQG WKH ZL ¢ TXDOL
encountered.

We stayed one night in Klaksvik, the
second largest city (to qualify as a ci

1500 citizens) and were shown a sc € f .
tering of large boulders, each about the e o . 1
size of a car, scattered along the botto Fo "% E o

of a steep mountainside.

the environment is a key Faroese skill.

* Kk kk k%

5RJHU /HVOLH FRQ¢U QR LQWHUQDWLRQDO
WUDYHO DJHQWYV ZHUH/EULEHGILQ WKH PDNLQJ
RI WKLV WUDYHO GRFXPHQWD U\
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Shearing Sports New Zealand
Calendar 2026-2027

October 2-3 (Fri-Sat): New Zealand Merino Shea
(shearing, woolhandling; PGG Wrightson Vetme

National Shearing Circuit Rd 1), at Alexandra.

October 9-10 (Fri-Sat): New Zealand Spring Shears (| Q : A
Long Wool shearing and Woolhandling Championshig

National Shearing Circuit Rd 2; South Island Woolhandlirw
&LUFXLW ¢QDOV DW :DLPDWH
October 17 (Saturday): Poverty Bay A and P Shc
(shearing, woolhandling), at Gisborne; Ellesmere A a

P Show, at Leeston.

October 23 (Friday): Great Raihania Shears Hawk
Bay A and P Show (shearing, woolhandling), at Hastint
October 24 (Saturday): Northern Aand P Show (shearir

at Rangiora.

October 29-31 (Thurs-Sat): Australian Shearing a
Woolhandling Championships (transtasman test match

at Warrnambool, Vic.

October 31 (Saturday): Ashburton A and P Sha
(shearing, blades).

November 1 (Sunday): Wairarapa Aand P Show (sheaririy,

1 Q
W zem

woolhandling), at Clareville (Carterton). « December 5 (Saturday): Whangarei A and P Show, at
November 7 (Saturday): Marlborough A and P Show \whangarei.
(shearing), at Blenheim. +  Geyserland Agrodome Shears (shearing, woolhandling),

Get to the Point Gymkhana (shearing), at Pleasant Point. Rotorua A and P Show, at Ngongotaha.

November 12-13 (Thurs-Fri): New Zealand Corriedale  january 9 (Saturday): Peninsula Duvauchelle Shears
Championships (shearing, blades; woolhandling; National (shearing), at Duvauchelle A and P Show.
6KHDULQJ &LUFXLW 5G ~ &DQWHUE hh\ar?qizﬂ@ﬂiab;ﬁ)?.N&thé;rﬁ(ScYMth{anDé%mmunity

at Canterbury Show, Canterbury Agricultural Park, shears (New Zealand Full wool shearing and woolhandling

Christchurch.

championships), at Lumsden.

November 14 (Saturday): Central Hawke’s Bay Aand.P  january 16 (Saturday): Kaikohe A, P & H Show (shearing),

Show (shearing, woolhandling) at Waipukurau.

at Kaikohe

November 21 (Saturday): Nelson Aand P Show (shearing), \wairoa A and P Show (shearing), at Wairoa.

at Richmond Park (Nelson).
West Otago A and P Show (shearing), at Tapanui.

¢ Golden Bay A and P Show (shearing), at Takaka.
* Southland Shears (New Zealand crossbred lambs shearing

Stratford A and P Show.

JEFF DORSET

SHEARING
ROTORUA

TO OUR CLIENTS WE OFFER
« 'UXJ IUHH JDQJV
« + 6 3ROLF\ VIVWHPV LQ SODF
« 3URYHQ VKHDULQJ DQG ZRRO

TO OUR EMPLOYEES WE OFFER
$ GUXJ IUHH HQYLURQPHQW

$FFRPPRGDWLRQ IRRG WUD
SURYLGHG DW QR H[SHQVH

-Hit +
2°FH MHGGRUVHW#[W U
We support all that is best in shearing

ODQGDWRU\ WHVWLQJ E\ 1=7['$%$
$ERYH 1=6&% UHFRPPHQGHG WDWH

¢ January 23 (Saturday): Tapawera Shears (shearing), at
Tapawera.

e« January 24 (Sunday): Horowhenua Shearing
Championships (shearing), Horowhenua A, P & | Show,
at Levin.

¢ January 29 (Friday): Dannevirke Aand P Show (shearing,
woolhandling), at Dannevirke.

e January 30 (Saturday):Taihape Shears (shearing,
woolhandling), at Taihape.

e February 6 (Saturday): North Kaipara A and P Show
(shearing), at Paparoa.

* Aria Waitangi Day Sports (shearing, woolhandling), at

DQGARLQJ VHUYLFHYV

» Reefton Shears (shearing, blades), Inangahua A& P Show,

at Reefton.

« February 7 (Sunday):Rangitikei Shearing Sports (shearing,

woolhandling; National Shearing Circuit Rd 4), at

Marton.

Ve R Bebrudry 1918 (Fri-Sat)© Otago Shears (shearing,
woolhandling; NZ Woolhandler of the Year), at Balclutha.

e February 13 (Saturday): Northern Wairoa A & P Show

ring) at Arapohue (Dargaville).
D, F F%'Sekkéike A & P Show (shearing).
¢ February 19-20 (Fri-Sat): Southern Shears, Gore (shearing,
ZRROKDQGOLQJ 6RXWK ,VODQG 6Kl
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e February 20 (Saturday): North Hokianga A & P Sho )
(shearing), at Broadwood. South African team acknowledged
¢ Ohura A & P Show (shearing, woolhandling).

*  Murchison A & P Show (shearing). — S —
« February 21 (Sunday): Counties Shears (shearing)atNBP & e 'NDF B owmms NDP @ §
Franklin A & P Show, Pukekohe. o
+ February 26 (Friday): Taumarunui Shears (shearifg; #wee oy g@ zaiore
woolhandling), at Hikurangi Station, Taumarunui. Ly @ 335 | e @ ® et
e February 27 (Saturday): Apiti Sports Shears (sheari e 5 i h R
woolhandling), at Apiti. e
e Kaikoura A & P Show (shearing, blades).
*  February 28 (Sunday): Pahiatua Shears (shearing; Nati
Shearing Circuit Rd 5), at Mangaone Valley, Pahiatua
* March 2 (Tuesday): Hawke's Bay Autumn Sheaf
(shearing, woolhandling), Waipukurau.
¢ March 3 (Wednesday): Wairarapa Pre-Shedrs
Woolhandling (NI Woolhandling Circuit Junior ang
6HQLRU ¢QDOV DW 5LYHUVLGH [):D U
* March 4-6 (Thurs-Sat): Golden Shears (shearirlg)
woolhandling, woolpressing; trans-Tasman shearing and
woolhandling tests, PGG Wrightson Vetmed Nationgt—="—— —
6KHDULQJ &LUFXLW QDO 1, :RROKE® GOLQJ
QDO DW ODVWHUWRQ
e March 6 (Saturday): Amuri A & P Show (shearing), t? g
o

Y/

T A

I agriculure

Ty (

Rotherham.

March 13 (Saturday): Kumeu A & H Show (shearing).
Cheviot A & P Show (shearing, woolhandling). e
O0D\¢HOG $ 3 6KRZ VKHDULQJ E

ZRROKDQGOLQJ 1= 6KHDUV 6KH}J
,VODQG 6KHDUHU RI WKH <HDU ¢£[Q
*  March 20 (Saturday): Warkworth A & P Show (shearing).
* Waimarino Shears (shearing), at Raetihi. R
¢ Methven Lamb Shears (shearing), at Methven A & g
Show.

at Ward. Y
* March 27 (Easter Saturday): Waitomo Caves Sports Shea
60th anniversary (shearing). Top: 6 RX
e March 29 (Easter Monday): Mackenzie A and P Shofy D UFK
New Zealand Lamb Shears Championships (shearir@W D
blades), at Fairlie. JU

L
e April 3 (Saturday): Oxford A and P Show (shearing). ;/0\%3\/

R Above:
- M

X
®
o
T
» O

Fancy work in the King Country, Nov-Feb and May-Jul
SHULRGV" +DYH \RX JRW

*RRG ZRUN HWKLF"
SBRVLWLYH DWWLWXGH™"
5HVSHFW IRU IHOORZ HPSOR\
$ELOLW\ WR KDYH IXQ"
:LOOLQJ WR WDNH DGYDQWDJE

Call Mark on 0275 544 433
/i Email: mjbarrow@xtra.co.nz
Above: 6KHDULQJ 6SRUWYV 1= FKDLU} D Q :D Uéiiher SA3CANt Sh&akNX K
5 R Q Q L H . L Q \] Q H Z O\ H O H F W H G * P:zoo;ooo;oob'«oo.ooooeook‘»o'»"o‘.oo.ooo»ooo"«o¢;oo5voooo¢voo;o¢’¢oo;ooco»oooooooooo‘
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HS
RZ
DY
RP
QG 7LP +RJJ EODGH VKHDULQJ

They're coming in for shearing NOT sheep easles.

Kei& ;)El;.;r :E?BP "' ! IA'\D
. RULES

Dose all dogs monthly to
ensure we keep on top of the
sheep measles tapeworm.

0800 222 011
www.sheepmeasles.co.nz

MANAGEMENT
@f

PROMOTE PROTECT PARTICIPATE

DFHV ITURP WKH 6KHDULQJ 6SRUWYV
ODFHG WKH ORQJ VHUYLQJ OLFK
Q DV FKDLUPDQ RI WKH :RUOG 6K U
H \HDUV WR WKH UROH@ +LQH RD
SHWLWRU UHSV RQ WKH 1DWLR

1HZ =
DHO +
HD

&
HW

D
J
LQJ
5R
RP
KH

“he 3 ': r’\\_{\"v \

A Y excert Vehh, N

Q,'_H—.' STILL! ST A
e f
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—or your country before the $$$ dollar

%\ -LOOV $QIXV % XUQH\ arose. Its members are volunteers. They have ordinary jobs
Opinion Piece: When representing your country becomesand businesses outside the committee and receive no wages,
GROODU ¢(JXUH $ZDUQLQJ IRU YROXKRWHPH Y WIKRIQV LRU RIWRRUVHRDLRQNVD O

There is something slightly uncomfortable about putting@rk they undertake.
dollar value on the privilege of pulling on a team singlet and<HW WKH DQQXDO HYHQW UHTXLU
representing your sport overseas. $100,000 through sponsorship, fundraising, donations,
Competitive shearing has never been built primarily arou¢@Mmunity support and event revenue. That money does not
money. It has been built around competition, reputatié®pPear from nowhere. Someone has to knock on sponsors
mateship, rural communities and the considerable pride #f@'s. Someone has to organise the event, coordinate
comes with earning your place alongside the best. ThagQgWpetitors, arrange travel, deal with insurers and venues,
why a recent dispute involving the volunteer-run Waggaswer messages and accept responsibility when something
Speed Shear Committee deserves attention well bey8fgS wrong. And they do it unpaid. . _
Wagga Wagga. The committee created an extraordinary prize: the
competitor wins selection in a representative shearing te@hits 2026 team travelling to Wales. The package included
ZKDW H[DFWO\ KDYH WKH\ ZRQ" L@ WHURBYWLRR XK KA LFKWNwWBRRPPR!
YDOXH RI WKH ALJKWYV DFFR P P R&EpoportResalsy ¢prpatitop and shay eptny feesyteam
HQWU\ IHHV DQG XQLIRUP" 2U LV WKprsand qthenieraqnable Sats gesecited with\ikertouiy
expenses make possible — taking your place in the teamAnh@ne point the trip was promoted as having a value of
UHSUHVHQWLQJ \RXU VSRUW" about $10,000. o
7KHUH LV DQ LPSRUWDQW G LuH UBHHhers liesghajmppriantsiistingtion. The $4300p was
and never has been, a cheque. When the trans-Tast@gstimated value of providing the opportunity. It was not
6HULHV NLFNHG Ru WHVW PDWFK tReopportypigifseift.o WKH PLG V. LW
was the prestige of a mighty stand against the ‘auld enemy¥inning selection for a representative team should no more
that carries this on, 50 years later. The Wagga Speed Sk@@te an automatic entltle_ment to the cash vaIu_e of the trip
Committee was formed only about a year before the dispfi@h winning an All Black jersey creates an entitiement to
WKH FRVW RI WKH ALJKWV KRWHOV

0800 What's up? 'KDW V XS" LV D I %"Pf f\’-“l@'iﬁg?‘g‘%é‘}@‘{;%efgnom to be exercised. Those are

helpline, chat and email service for tamariki and rangafahi> - Y H U ; JV L .
No issue is too small or too big. Call: 0800 942 8787 ¢hat The Wagga dispute also exposes something increasingly
on whatsup.co.nz confronting for community sport: the vulnerability of

1737 LV VWDUHG E\ D WHDP RI 4 DheVvelwiesn A gey 9f\Pg£’N‘?RC1’a‘er§9'” with the best
talk to you if you have mental health or addiction problemmsintentions — promote their industry, run a competition, raise
Call or text 24 hours a day, 7 days a week if you feel: anxibusponsorship and give competitors opportunities they might
down, a bit overwhelmed. Or call if you just need someoffe tRWKHUZLVH QHYHU UHFHLYH + DQG
talk to. Call: 0800 1737 1737. Text: 1737 dealing with legal terminology, insurance questions, medical
Depression helpline The Depression helpline is a free ¢ WQHVV FRQWUDFWXDO DUJXPHQWYV
service available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It has trainiscprecisely the environment in which volunteer organisations
counsellors who can talk you through your problems fandre expected to operate today.

suggest help in your area. Call: 0800 111 757. Text: 4202.

Suicide crisis helpline The suicide crisis helpline is a fr@e
service available 7 days a week. It is operated by trained agd
experienced social service practitioners who have undefgoge
suicide prevention training. If you think you, or someone o
know, may be thinking about suicide, call the suicide cfisi
helpline for support. Call: 0508 828 865 (0508 TAUTOK®).
If you or someone you know is in immediate danger, pléage
call emergency services immediately on 111.

Youthline: Any young person in New Zealand, or anydng

supporting a young person, can call or text Youthline for fel
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You can chat online with

counsellor from 10am to 10pm through the Youthline webgitd

You can also email at any time. Call: 0800 376 633. Text: 23 {8 LTENRTITE LELGED T

Ema|l:talk@youthllne.co.r]z. . . crutching requirements
Alcohol Drug Helpline: Advice, information and support ab

drinking or other drug use. Call: 0800 787 797. Text: 8681. Phone Ray or Matt 0027 948 4512 (
(From Health New Zealand Te Whatu Ora)

Servicing Southland and Otago \
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The Wagga committee describes itself as consistingsofnething goes wrong, decisions made by volunteers around
shearers, contractors, business owners and volunteers -argggmmittee table can be dissected months later with the
lawyers, insurers, doctors or travel agents. Yetitwas requitedHQH ¢, W RI ODZ\HUV KLQGVLJKW DQ(
to confront questions touching all of those areas. That imbalance should concern the entire shearing

The situation became more complicated when themmunity. It does not mean committees should be immune
committee learned that one of its successful competitors frath accountability. Competitors are entitled to fairness.
undergone recent surgery and was uncertain whether tBegmises should be honoured. Rules should be clear and
would be fully recovered in time to undertake internationsthould not casually change after somebody has won. But
travel. accountability must work both ways. Competitors also need

What is a responsible volunteer committee supposeddainderstand the nature of what they have entered and what
GR ZLWK LQIRUPDWLRQ OLNH WKDthéy hal@wodH LW" %RRN LOQWHUQDWLRQ!
ALIKWY UHJDUGOHVV" ODNH LWV RIZke @mifeB3aysHsX0,00D sagh tianArhed gtholn Kedave
WKH SHUVRQ ZLOO SUREDEO\ EH $1@0d0 cashl If BhvEphizZe sais dpR€@ ind rRpréddntative team

IURP VRPHRQH PHGLFDOO\ TXDOL gaalingtd ales\Vihie prize R Bh& plaseliviiie téain\dnd the
WR XQGHUWDNH WKH WULS" opportunity to travel and compete. The fact that providing

The committee chose the cautious course and soutjlat opportunity might cost the organisers $10,000 does not
medical clearance. Importantly, according to its evideneeagically turn it into a $10,000 cheque. There is a lesson
it was not asking for private medical records or detailé@re in protecting the future of representative shearing. There
GLDJQRVHV W ZDQWHG FRQ¢ UPDWalsQ@ predticaVdaigét i we REeSighivdE iMRdistiddion. ¢ |
to travel and participate. Or not least, a signed waiver that thé/hy would a small volunteer committee take the risk of
Wagga committee could not be liable should the competiBruHULQJ DQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO UHSU!
become injured on tour. airfare, hotel room, rental vehicle or meal allowance can later

Whether every aspect of the committee's communicatima characterised as money personally owed to the selected
was perfect is another matter. The committee itsedfRPSHWLWRU"
acknowledged that some communications and administrativ€he rational response will be to offer less. Fewer
processes could have been handled better. That admissimmnational tours. Fewer ambitious prizes. More restrictive
should resonate with almost every volunteer sportiegnditions. More money spent on lawyers and insurance,
organisation in Australasia. Of course they could have beenl less money spent putting young shearers on aeroplanes.
handled better. These are volunteers. We cannot demidmelieve that would be a poor outcome for the sport.
professionalism without supporting volunteers The lesson from Wagga should therefore not be that

There is a broader lesson here for shearing. Our sport red@amittees stop dreaming big. It should be that we protect
heavily upon people who give their time freely. Secretari¢ispse dreams with clearer rules. Representative-team prizes
judges, committee members, sponsors, timekeepestsould state plainly that selection is the prize; travel and
convenors and volunteers collectively create the competitiassociated expenses are provided to enable participation;

IURP ZKLFK FRPSHWLWRUVY EHQ H gh& pagkage/hZstholL.c@sh-tbHdnitio®vhDé uleSsekphéssly
those volunteers to operate as though they are runnMd DWHG UHDVRQDEOH ¢WQHVV LQV
sophisticated commercial organisations. may apply; and committees should document important

We expect professionally drafted terms and conditiomgcisions as they are made.
comprehensive health and safety systems, privacy compliand8pmpetitors should know exactly where they stand before
insurance expertise, carefully documented decision-makidgk H ¢ UVW VKHHS KLWV WKH ERDUG ¢
and immediate, legally precise communication. Then, whee should remember something much simpler.

For generations, shearers have competed for ribbons, cups,
tittes and the right to represent their district, province or
MAH O N Y S H EAR | N G country. Nobody stood on the podium calculating the resale

N AP I E R value of the blazer. They wanted the blazer because they had
earned the right to wear it.

7KDW SULQFLSOH UHPDLQV ZRUWK G

TEL 06 835 9571 or 021 423 886 (Brendan) price. The hotel has a price. The rental van has a price. Even
the team uniform has a price. But earning your place in a

Email: b.jmahony@xira.co.nz representative shearing team is the prize.

And if volunteer organisations are prepared to raise the
money, do the work and create those opportunities, the
shearing community should be encouraging them — while
making sure the rules are clear enough that volunteers are
not punished for having the ambition to give competitors
something worth winning.

Kk kk k%

” : 'LVFODLPHU WKH DXWKRU DLGHG OHJ
Permanent positions for quality shearers and shedhands ¢ rpp | WWHH DWWHQGDQFH LQ WKH 'L\
&LYLO DQG $GPLQLVWUDWLYH 7ULEX!

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
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Dave Catr, the tractor man

%\ 'HVY :LOOLDPV

You may know him best as a wool classer (former Regist
([HFXWLYH 2vFHU RI WKH 1= :RRO
maybe a woolhandling judge around the competition circ
over the past (ahem!) years. There’s a more remote chg
\RX PD\ UHPHPEHU KLP IHDWXULQ
full colour, glossy paper edition 8hearingnagazine. That
was in November 2004, Dave Carr in the photo with D
*DVNHOOTV VKHDULQJ WHDP DIW
PHULQRYVY DW >'DYH DQG *DLO@
Waikari, the last shearing at that shed.

But this is mostly about none of that. Did you know, on
upon a time Dave Carr, that esteemed man of our indug
who owns up to all of the above things, was once N
=HDODQGYV WUDFWRU GULYLQJ H
when scrolling through ‘Papers Past New Zealand’ looki
for all sorts of things related to shearing history.

The PressChristchurch on 4 August 1978 reported
Dave Carr’s winning of that prestigious title at the Nation
Fieldays, Mystery Creek near Hamilton, held in June
that year. Then 26-years-of-age, Dave told the newsp3

hearing

Vol 20, No 3, November 2004. ISSN 0114-7811

-

|

he thought one of the things contributing to his success
learning to drive on the hills of his family’s property. “I thin
the big thing on the hills is that you have got to be a ju
in front all the time,” he explained.

The Carr property owned by Dave’s father was describ

as 1000 hectares (2500 acres) of hill country about 6.5
from Waikari. Carrying 2000 Corriedale ewes and fro
800-850 hoggets bred as replacements. There were als
Angus-Hereford cross cows which are mated with Ang
bulls. Replacements were bought in periodically.

Shearers and shedhands wanted.
Must have good work ethics
and be reliable.
Accommodation, meals and
transport provided.
Work from mid-November to
end of March.

Phone Rangi Manihera
Home 06 376 8096
Cell 027 386 8789

tararuashearing@xtra.co.nz
Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Associatifrn

Tararua Shearing LtH|.

See inside for
mailing rates.

i

i

“Normally no cropping is done and following the recent
purchase of a round baler they had been able to go out of
growing greenfeed in the interests of cutting down on tractor
working costs. [What, with a champion tractor driver living

RQ WKH IDUP @

Dave said his tractor driving success at Fieldays probably
began at local Young Farmers Club level, where the
competition initially started. As chairman of the Hawarden-
Waikari branch, he had taken part in a North Canterbury
district contest at Oxford, where two members from each of
the six North Canterbury clubs took part. Dave placed second
WKHUH DQG WKHQ VHFRQG DJDLQ DV
Canterbury Show in Christchurch in November 1977.
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7ZHOYH ¢QDOLVWYV IURP WKURXJE
Fieldays faced a comprehensive test of their skills. T
also had to sit a half-hour written test with questions relat
mainly to tractors, as well as some oral questions.

Part of the test included tractor pulling, Dave Carr recal
recently. “Each competitor for that test had to drive the sa
make of tractor and had to select where to hitch the rope
choose which gear to use. The big risk was having the fi
ZKHHOV Rl WKH WUDFWRU OLIWLQ

KDYH PHDQW GLVTXDOL¢{FDWLRQ
varying makes of tractors.”

Other tests for the contestants included a stability test
a front-end loader on the side of a hill, spreading a heaj
soil to a required depth marked by pegs, using a choicq

four-wheel drive tractor with grader blade, or a bulldozeT. .
[The Presseported the bulldozer as the logical machirgﬁ”d yes, there is more to the wool story — much more.

WR XVH EXW RQO\ WZR RI WKH Fifg_'{p]ﬂﬁs\?w@ W SheaenasrROTE® New 4galagd R ¢
driving and parallel driving with a cultivator were furthef€rewith the bullet points version.
tests of driving ability. Dave Carr:

“David Carr took the contest with 1085 points out ofa 0\ ¢UVW UHFROOHFWLRQ LV WKH 6
possible 1200. His nearest opponent was seven points awaywhen Peter Burnett, who was a Wool Board shearing
+LV VXFFHVV UHAHFWHG D FRQVLVWnstQgtor 8tHhe time) puggestad | \aokKabroxMsikie Rag
WKH FRQWHVW )RU KLV HURaJRreSs KL ¥n 8ltgridrHnatize\as | carhe away as Woolhandling
reported. Examiner for South Island Region 1 and 2. | was to

Delving a bit deeper into the champion’s background, The remain an Examiner and judges Examiner until | retired
Press said Dave had completed his schooling at St Andrews40 years later,

College in 1970 and had spent quite a lot of time workimg Member Canterbury A&P Shearing Committee member
in other areas, including Parnassus and Wanaka. He'd spentsince 1979.

three-and-a-half years overseas, including a month in China Was South Island woolhandling representative on
and three years in Darwin, working for a Northern Territory National Committee when a Wool Board director (Tony

transport company own by a relation of Gail's, Jim Cooper, Brennan) was still Chairman (late 1990s) and into John
who had previously operated a transport business at TapanuiFagan’s era as chairman.

(Otago). Gail and Dave were in Darwin when Cyclone Traey South Island Region 2 Chairman

blew it away (December 1974), but that's another story. *  South Island Chairman 1989-2002. Involved with David

“On that job | got a chance to drive the big diesel-powered and John Fagan in development of SSNI Constitution
road trains comprising two or three trailers carrying up to from original South Island one.

120 tonnes in containers. The main run was between Darwin Woolhandling judge at World championships Masterton

and Alics Springs, a journey of some 1600km completed in
a three-day round trip. The outward journey took 20 hours
of travelling time and the return journey a couple of hours
longer. Drivers would sleep in their vehicles and | just love
the big country.” .
And hidden away in the story was some additional
information: “Last year David was a member of the
Hawarden-Waikari YFC team that won the intermediate

1988 and 1996; South Africa 2000

Judge/ Manager North America/UK Team 2006
Manager New Zealand Team at world championships
in Wales 2011.

Manager trans-Tasman Team 2006. Judged Warrnambool
Shears, Hay and Bendigo.

Official Australian, BISCA and South African
Woolhandling judge.

shearing and woolhandling competition at the Golden Shesars Provided input to updating New Zealand, Australian and
at Masterton. He was on the wool table.”

World woolhandling rules 1993 onwards.
%HFDPH RvVFLDO ODFKLQH 6KHDULC
judge in 1999 — New Zealand, Australia and BISCA.

Gail Carr:

Became involved because she was there virtually from
day dot

She’s even been Referee at a Woolhandling Show!
Started timekeeping and doing points about 2000 — did
points at Canterbury this year.

Secretary Region 2

South Island Secretary

National Secretary 11 years

Winner Lance Waddell Shield for Services to SSNZ
Earned her blazer as manager of New Zealand team to
North America/UK 2006

Was part of the New Zealand points team world
championships Gorey in 2014.
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General Comments:

There are very few South Island Shows we never
to; attended a lot of North Island events, including Sp¢
6KHDUV DV ZHOO DV D VLJQL¢F

It's the people in the industry, the fact that people
accepted for what they are and how they contribute to
industry that has made it so enjoyable. Anything we h3
done has been done because we both love the sheg
industry. 40 years is a long time.

$IWHU SXWWLQJ VR PXFK WLH
establish woolhandling as an integral part of SS
including many years on National Committee, | beca
disillusioned with shearing representatives maki
decisions on behalf of Woolhandling.

Perhaps our best woolhandling judge and certainly ¢
of our best competitors was undermined and resig
from SSNZ leading up to the world championships =
Invercargill — she was going to be referee at that evg

Before that | as referee, stood a judge down from f %

. QDOV RI DQ HYHQW WR SLFN D

for worlds — that judge was going to be judging family /
refer SSNZ rules.

| was ostracized and stood down for the rest of t Notjust Ta”y Sheets
HYHQW $V D ¢QH ZRRO SHUVRQ

as important as shearing in my book. Good woolhandl
can more than double a farmer’s income. Anyone can

WKH ZRRO Ru D VKHHS EXW IHZ UH

ana we ik and oo our bes o ne sty anc+| 1HE COMPLETE PACKAGE
always do so.

| still continue to class merino sheds throughout t ONE product that does it ALL
South Island, although | have mentored a talented yol

woman to take over my original run. @ .
Above: 'DYH &DUU DW W K Hop-@bt:\MheL

SRLQWYV WHDP DW 1= OHULQR 6KH TALLIES INVOICING  PAYROLL  JOB COSTS

-RQHV DQG -RKQ WA®WRDYH,&DU
RYHUVHHU ZLWK 5R[DQQH 5R[EXUJ @
OF&RQDFKLH DQG )LRQD :DONHU

FIVE WAYS TWELLBEIN@ o oL s mm@

EMBR M: [ NEH

SEE OPPDRTI.III'ﬂLS HOVE Vi
SURPRISE TOURSELF

© SHEBIZ LTD
® info@shebiz.nz ..C’

ZEALAND
MADE

Your time,
your words,

www.shebiz.nz

Your presence

IIN‘;I:OI;UC.E THESE SIMPLESTR ATE;I.ES IN ‘I'G YOURLIFE k_') STRONG e 020 445 1 34 5

AND YOU WILL FEEL THE BENEFITS.

100% NZ owned
and operated
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When results matter

Heiniger New Zealand
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Hilary musters Icelandic sheep

%\ +LODU\ *LHW]HQ
By the mid-1980s, the shortage of sheep shearers
become a growing problem throughout North Dakota and
surrounding states. Calls for my services came from e

GLUHFWLRQ DQG DPRQJ WKH ARF|

shear were Icelandic sheep.

Icelandic sheep were especially prized by hand spinrg

because of their distinctive wool. Word spread quickly wit
the spinning community that | was a shearer who avo

making second cuts, a quality they valued because sed

cuts reduce the usefulness of the wool.
$Q ,FHODQGLF AHHFH FRQVLVW

longer outer guard hairs shed moisture by allowing it |8
evaporate or wick away, while the soft, shorter undercg

b

remains dry and provides insulation that keeps the shi——

warm even in harsh weather.

Asecond cut occurs when the shearing comb is held toq

above the skin, causing the wool to be cut twice. These s|

¢(EHUV DUH HVVHQWLDOO\ ZRUW
XQQHFHVVDU\ ZDVWH DQG GLPLQ

Beyond their wool, Icelandic sheep have become popy

as pets because of their smaller size, active nature
engaging personalities. While they can certainly be ove
they generally do not become as excessively obese as
larger breeds. They remain athletic, quick on their fe
capable of impressive jumps, and typically maintain go|
body condition.

From a shearer’s perspective, Icelandic sheep are a

combs and cuts cleanly. Their horns and quick movemey

WLQ

can present occasional challenges, but their many posi# s

qualities far outweigh the drawbacks.

Although I had sheared Icelandic sheep for years, the i :
of travelling to Iceland itself didn't occur until much later it

D .

SHEARING

Pleasant Point, South Canterbury

Competitive wage rates

Call Anthony Frew 0276 148 089
eweneedus@outlook.com

,FHODQGLF VKHHS DUH D KD WG LVQBLM
UXJIJHG ODQGVFDSHV PXFK DV WKH\ K
3HUIHFWO\ DGDSWHG WR ,FHODQGYV ¥
DUH NQRZQ IRU WKHLU UHVLOLHQFH E|
QDWXUH $Q DQFLHQW EUHHG VKDS
DQG $UFWLF ZHDWKHU ,FHODQGLF VK
LWVHOI :LWK WKHLU WKLFN ZRRO F.

Quiality Shearers, Woolhandlers & pressers WanedLOLW\ ,FHODQGLF VKHHS DUH D W
between the months of January - March & June]- GetB&p. FRXQWU\VLGH '"HVFHQGHG IURP

VKHHS KDYH WKULYHG LQ ,FHODQG IR
ZRRO PHDW DQG PLON 5pWWLU LV F
WUDGLWLRQV KHOG HDFK DXWXPQ ZlI
WKH KLIJKODQGY DQG VRUWHG E\ WK&F
Rl FRPPXQLW\ KHULWDJH DQG WKH
Icelanders and the land.
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in Australia and South Africa and worked in New Zealarithve been brought out of the mountains.
and the United Kingdom, where sheep are raised primarilirhe real opportunity was to join the roundup on horseback.
for lamb production. 7TKDW ZDVQITW H[DFWO\ P\ (UVW FKRL

After returning from a sheep shearing trip to Alaska iD URXQGXS WKDW RuHUHG DQ H[WHC
September 2023, | began looking for opportunities to sheanwell as the chance to help sort the sheep afterward. It was
VKHHS LQ ,FHODQG $W (UVW P\ VHDKH KKHZDW H)SYNDOH @XM ,DAD XL QEHU V
arrived and my 2024 shearing season began, | became madeowing up on our family farm north of Glen Ullin, every
serious. The language barrier proved challenging, and wbee of us kids had a horse. One mare, Brownie, raised several
| did receive responses to my inquiries, they were usudthals. My older brother Aaron received one named Herman,
polite refusals. and | received her last foal for my birthday. My horse, Henry,

:KHQHYHU , FRX0OG ¢QG WLPH GXWFDPHRURRW GHODNWRIOQWD/AWIROOLRQ D
immersed myself in Iceland’s history and culture. | foundHenry was an exceptional horse with plenty of cow
the country’s Scandinavian roots fascinating, along with #snse. My oldest brother, Russell, did his best to make me
%ULWLVK LQAXHQFHV 7KH 9L NL Q JiutoRasibay, Bit) Devét OQetbfedvhRelebthuaidsin @r D
found a wife before settling Iceland. I've often wonderdtbrseback riding. Henry was a much better horse than | was
how many of the women who accompanied them made thaowboy.
journey willingly. One of my last memories of riding Henry involved an

, HYHQWXDOO\ OHDUQHG ZK\ ¢ Q Gin€ybul that ka8 escEpddintoltlig Jvr@hB phdture hinking
,FHODQG ZDV VR GLVFXOW %HFDXVW RERWE&EE EGLPOWHNHWKH FERWYG WL
has an extremely short shearing season, one that coinaidemrcycle to move the bull. That decision nearly got me
almost exactly with the busiest time of year for me bauko trouble more than once, as the bull repeatedly turned
home in North Dakota. and charged. Maneuvering the motorcycle quickly enough

As my own shearing season drew to a close, | accept®R VWD\ RXW RI GDQJHU EHFDPH LQF
that working in Iceland that year probably wasn’t goingFinally, | admitted defeat, rounded up Henry, grabbed a
to happen. Instead, | decided to travel there to withess BXOOZKLS DQG ¢ QLVKHG WKH MRE TX
country’s famous annual sheep roundup, known as réttir, oftéenry proved he was a far better horse than | was a rider.
described as “the most Icelandic event ever.” For many years afterward, | hardly rode at all. About twenty

Centuries ago, Icelandic farmers grazed their sheepyears later, | gave my young daughter, Katie, rides around the
their own land. Eventually, much of the highland grazingrd on Henry, but we never ventured beyond a walk. Then
area became common land, creating tension at the timedmndther twenty-two years passed before | sat on a horse again.
eventually giving rise to a remarkable tradition. Communication was difficult in joining a group of

Each September, farmers work together to gather thousariks's because the family organizing the ride also operated
of sheep that have spent the summer roaming freely in ltheseback camping trips deep in the highlands, where they
KLIKODQGYV 7KH ARFNV DUH GUL YW @GtéhDQ oMBNtEORIBr R WEER & aViRd) W L Q J
SHQV ZKHUH HYHU\ VKHHS LV L GH Q®htg HGmRittedd/joing tHelfielarkRid toNAd@Jan
before being taken home for the winter. horseback, my biggest concern wasn’t controlling the horse,

My goal was to join one of these groups during the rounditpivas simply whether my body could handle several hard
Initially, | hoped to participate on a four-wheeler, similar tdays in the saddle. | began searching for opportunities to
my experience helping gather sheep in Alaska in 2023. | soide before the trip.
discovered that wasn't realistic. The Icelandic highlands ar@lanning the trip became a race against time. Because the
far too rugged for ATVs, which are used only after the sheepindup takes place during Iceland’s busy tourist season,
airline tickets and accommodations needed to be booked
TXLFNO\ 7KH VDPH GD\ , UHFHLYHG |
; g MRLQ WKH JURXS , ERRNHG P\ ALJKVW
: G g s $LUSRUW DQG UHVHUYHG D KRWHO |

- Kll‘k[JEIU'ICk ShCEI.I'IIlg With only three weeks remaining before the roundup, there

. _ Hawke's Bay =] was no time to waste.
E o Not long ago, Iceland wasn't considered a major tourist
destination. Travellers occasionally stopped there during
Icelandair layovers, but few stayed long. Everything changed
after the eruption of Eyjafjallajokull in April 2010. Although
the volcanic ash caused widespread disruption to European
air travel for more than a month, it also introduced millions of
people to Iceland. Today, the country has become one of the
world’s most popular travel destinations, attracting visitors
eager to experience its glaciers, volcanoes, waterfalls, and
dramatic landscapes.

With my trip booked, | needed to prepare for horseback
ULGLQJ , ¢UVW YLVLWHG P\ EURWKH!
‘H VDGGOHG RQH DQG (WWHG LW ZL\
didn’'t have a bridle. Only then did | learn that Glenn no longer
rode regularly and that the horse hadn't been ridden in three
years. That experience reminded me of an important lesson:
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Fl? \ W | Ih \(NEI
RohEeRs %b%
OoDQG FRQVWDQWO\ UHVKDSLQJ ,FH I?‘(i?\g |¥ t'OOQI-||9V

WKH ¢UVW VWHS LQ OHDUQLQJ LV UHPODIQEM QP QRN AMDRKARBYWERYR 2
The next day | called one of my sheep shearing customer, P ; ;
whose wife, Karla, teaches horseback riding. | explained Rarla was an outstanding instructor who quickly recognized

r weakn . Knpwing, my deadline, she
VLWXDWLRQ DQG DVNHG ZK HW kI TR eIl i Yeh rhEhg & Rorse
elore my departure. Fortunately, sne agreed. owned by my niece, Monica, to gain additional experience.
With every lesson, | became more comfortable in the saddle
and noticeably less sore afterward.

Before leaving, | spent time helping with harvest. We
PDQDJHG WR ¢(QLVK FRPELQLQJ WKH
my departure, while the soybeans were still weeks away from
harvest. It made leaving home much easier.

T~ The departure date arrived quickly. Thanks to the riding

lessons, | felt prepared for the adventure ahead. As | do before
S H EA R I N G many trips, | also made time to visit my mother several times

at the nursing home during the week before | left.

: 0\ MRXUQH\ EHIDQ RQ D ORQGD\ PF
Winton - Southland from Minot. | intentionally scheduled generous layovers in

ZH5 Z FDVH RI GHOD\V D GHFLVLRQ WKDW L

027 345 0963 GHSDUWXUH ZDV GHOD\HG QHDUO\ D

We have vacancies available for Quality E E PRJUHl_Y YEVFIE g 8 G LL% JOIIS \Q SYHHDUSQRLC?] LK\\/N g\lLJ JR|
Shearers, Woolhandlers and Pressers Airport. | had planned to spend one day in Reykjavik before

4 MRLQLQJ WKH ULGHUV 7KH H[WUD ¢
for our very busy Mams.hear against travel delays while giving me time to adjust to

- December to April ,FHODQGYTV ¢YH KRXU WLPH GLUHUHQ

My flight landed even earlier than expected at about

2 p f d 6:10 Tuesday morning. With nothing to declare, | cleared
We offer a fast paced team SDVVSRUW FRQWURO DQG FXVWRPV
environment with top sheds what promised to be one of the most memorable adventures

= . . : of my sheep shearing career.
Transport provided with quality 6WHSSLQJ Ru WKH DLUSODQH RQWR
onsite meals P\ ¢UVW LOQWURGXFWLRQ WR WKH FR]

» Top pay rates with excellent dressed for a warm day in Minot, only to be greeted by cold

WHPSHUDWXUHY DQG D ¢HUFH ZLQG \

My warm clothes were tucked away in my checked luggage,

conditions and for a brief moment | wondered why | had chosen Iceland
for an adventure.

6LQFH , ZDVQITW LQ D UXVK WR JHW

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES my rental car reservation for after the sheep roundup.

PHONE: GRANT 027 345 0963 (YHU\WKLQJ ZDV LQ RUGHU VR P\ QH

,FHODQGLF FXUUHQF\ 7KH H[FKDQJ}

rate, and although the ATM was slightly better, it still wasn’t

_FHODQG LV RQH RI WKH ZRUOGTV P

FDXVH LW VLWV ZKHUH WZR WHFWR %

DERYH D SRZHUIXO PDQWOH KRWVSRWR §Y 4P

LQ WKH (DUWKIV FUXVW LW HUXSWY, | 3
TaNeX )

accommodation and living

EMAIL: officegamooreshearing@gmail.com
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heading back into the city for supper. | had already decided
my Icelandic menu would consist mainly of seafood and
ODPE )UHVK VHDIRRG LV DOZD\V P\ ;|
coastal country, and lamb is one of Iceland’s signature foods.
By then | had stopped worrying about prices and decided to
simply enjoy the experience.

Despite planning an early bedtime, | managed to stay
awake longer than intended. Fortunately, after a sleepless
ALIJKW |, VOHSW VRXQGO\ 7KH QH[W
breakfast and then walked to the BSI station to meet the
group for the sheep roundup. | wanted to arrive well ahead
of time so | wouldn’t delay anyone else.

The morning was calm, clear, and much colder than | was
‘! used to, but this time | was dressed for it. While waiting
for a vehicle bearing the Nupshestar logo, | struck up a

JURP D KLJK YDQWDJH SRLQW 5H\N MEWVesajoy wilh e yemsn irpm-Rsnoak We rwese
WKH HGJH RI WKH 1RUWK $W O DQ W Blf0jqinja he iguneup. RVeWes eexneijeneey ri i H
EHQHDWK D ZLGH ,FHODQGLF VN\ Wgihirdaemniyggaie Radwery iferiding expedencey kngy
water meets distant mountains, creating a dramatic backd@psumed that because | was from North Dakota | must be a
WKDW IHHOV ERWK SHDFHIXO D QG C&ay.-haighy coregiedtipinaiseonsaptidR c HU Q
EXLOGLQJV ZLQGLQJ VWUHHWYV D Quoreigess gradugly aeyvedaiiiesr 9oy Emiesedy \

PDNHV 5H\NMDYtN DSSHDU OLNH Bn&egep g represeniesl geyeral oputigs) waxen e
between the sea and the wilderness. Denmark, two from Germany, two from Switzerland, and

. . eight from the United States. | was the only American from
appealing. In the end, | discovered what Icelanders alrezaqg( Midwest: the others all came from the East Coast

knew, that credit cards are accepted almost everywhere a’l{*ter about a 90 minute drive into the lcelandic
are favored over cash. I'm not a fan of relying entirely Qo) v side, we reached the farm where the horses were

electronic payments, but in Iceland it simply wasn't an issug., . ;
. L aiting. We shared a hearty brunch, introduced ourselves, and
A shuttle bus took me from the airport to Reykjavik's BS}e e Giyided into two riding groups. Before long, we were in

bus station, where | would meet my horseback riding gk H VDGGOH D OG RQ RXU ZD\ WR ¢ Q¢
the following morning. My guesthouse wasonly atenminlfe s EFRPH DOO WKLV ZD\ WR H [SH L(IL H

walk away. Hotels in Reykjavik often cost well over $200 1,5 \yas 4 family-owned business. The husband handled
a night, so guesthouses are a popular alternative. Mine

FRPIRUWDEOH RuHUHG D FRQWLQ%Wiﬁ‘gﬁﬁgj&mﬁ?ﬁn\?WWH'&'&SWBEER?W?;%"(B\

* Cheskinwa b:athrqoms among several fooms. Iceland has only one breed of horse, one breed of cattle,
Check in wasn't until late afternoon, but | was able to leave
G A | 1 it [,
Anau Shea
WR ZKLOH GLQ

P\ OXJJDJH DQG KHDG RXW WR H[SpR
was breakfast. | wanted to sample traditional Icelandic fogg
QHU HQ
DNMVXPHG LW Z a-|FDXVH ,
ply L\t

so | followed a recommendation from the guesthouse owrje ))
The food looked wonderful, but the prices caught my attentfon
JUVW %UHDNIDVW UDQJHG IURP
ZHUH FORVHU WR $W sUVW ,
near the city center. Later | realized those prices were si
Iceland.

One attraction everyone recommended was the Lava Stow,
and it didn't disappoint. The presentation explained hdqw \A/e have jobs available Jume"
Iceland’s volcanoes are formed before molten lava, heaged :
to nearly 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit, was poured into fthe - AUGUST andiDec - Aprll flor

showroom. The lava itself came from the 1918 Katla eruptipn - 4 :
PERRR VEOEESE R%blg,RQav 2

DQG KDV EHHQ UHXVHG IRU \HDU i

cool just a few feet away was unforgettable. Veedaweiksethics and [B@S“iﬁi\'/@ '
) RU WKL F

visitors over glaciers, waterfalls, volcanoes, and coastli attiiticle’s

1H[W FDPH )O\2YHU ,FHODQG D
across the country. It was an impressive preview of man
Meels, accommoceiion
; = o1 _-1 n s _ :

the places | hoped to see during my trip.

The rest of my day disappeared inside Perlan, Reykjav
natural history museum. Its exhibits explained how Icelaju
was created by volcanic forces, traced the country’s histqr
and showcased the remarkable landscapes that maks
island unique. Before leaving, | climbed to the observati
deck for a panoramic view of the city. The scenery WgS
VSHFWDFXODU DOWKRXJK WKH U
stand straight or even walk.

By evening | was ready to settle into my room befo
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0\ ¢UVW KRUVH ZDV 6WRUPXU , :H VS
trails to reach another location. After a late lunch, we switched
to fresh horses. My second horse was Stormur I, a younger

KRUVH WKDW KDSSHQHG WR EH WKH

That afternoon we brought sheep down from the mountains
into a lower pasture. They would remain there until joining
more sheep the following day.

It was a long day, and | was thankful for the riding lessons
| had taken beforehand. They had prepared both my skills
and my body for the trip.

The next day | rode a horse named Hringur, and he was
not my favorite. He had only two speeds — slow and slower.
No matter what | did, | couldn’t convince him to move any
faster. We reached our next destination around noon, had
lunch, and switched horses again.

My new horse was Blossi, and he quickly became my

favorite. He was energetic, eager to work, and seemed to
‘ know exactly what needed to be done.

% That afternoon we climbed into another mountain area to
bring down more sheep. The terrain was steeper, rougher,
and the sheep were spread over a much larger area, so | was
grateful to have a dependable horse.

,FHODQGLF VKHHS GRQfYW VHHP WR
instinct. Instead of staying together, they were scattered
HYHU\ZKHUH 2IWHQ , ZRXOG ¢QG R
lambs standing alone on a rocky outcrop, waiting for me to
come after them. Many times | had to give a stubborn sheep
a gentle push with my foot to get it moving.

Blossi often helped by nudging reluctant sheep with his
nose. | suspected he had spent time working on a sheep farm
because he seemed to know exactly what to do.

Whenever we reached a steep climb, Blossi amazed me.
Many times | planned to dismount and lead him up the hill,
EXW EHIRUH , FRXOG JHW Ru KH ZRXC
_ on his own. For such a small horse, he had incredible strength
- and determination.

FHODQGLF KRUVHV DUH RQH Rl WKH rigéhHdMaMtide @dwnSeepthMSMOKJB they sthelbp bkt C
LQ WKH ZRUOG EURXJKW WR ,FHO h@#agH tollR sirMdhrduryand @5dnd dr Ydnilér ground.
\HDUV DJR %HFDXVH ,FHODQG KDV vihefvkr wéldtosped tolt®or Widkdshedhol RBLW get
RI KRUVHV WKH EUHHG KDV UHP D LRAH 6 Q&1 @-HML BAGRO VG L Y Wb FWH7|§I®\Z
DUH VPDOO LQ VWDWXUH + RIWHQ r@aaﬁdv%kk]\}vlﬁmtmés}(tWeEb%véF@ rVLGHUHG

KRUVHYV EHFDXVH RI WKHLU VWUH Q il e oo oD QW
,FHODQGLF KRUVHV DUH HVSHFLD DW L
VPRRWK‘IRXU EHDW JDLW WKDW S JEFF DORSET ZHO
DV WKH A\LQJ SDFH D IDVW JDLW

VXUH IRRWHG DQG ZHOO DGDSWH SHEARING DS H
WKH\ DUH DQ LFRQLF SDUW RI WKH ROTORUA R U\

and one breed of sheep, all being Icelandic. If one of th TO OUR CLIENTS WE OFFER

animals leaves Iceland, it is never allowed to return. Bec e« 'UXJ IUHH JDQJV

of the country’s strict biosecurity laws, | could not bring a .« + 6 3ROLF\ VIVWHPV LQ SODFH

leather products unless they were brand new or had s

VDOLWL]HG ZLWK D VSHFLGF EUDC SURYHQ VKHDULQJ DQG ZRRKDQG
,FHODQGLF KRUVHY DUH XQLTXH TO OUR EMPLOYEES WE OFFER

Most horses have only three, while some have four. Ev e $ GUXJ IUHH HQYLURQPHQW

horse can walk, trot, and canter or gallop. The walk i - O0DQGDWRU\ WHVWLQJ E\ 1=74"3%

four-beat gait, the trot is a two-beat gait, and the canter « S$ERYH 1=6&$% UHFRPPHQGHG P DWH

three-beat gait, ) - $FFRPPRGDWLRQ IRRG WUDpVSRI
The Icelandic horse also has the t6lt, a smooth runry SURYLGHG DW QR H[SHQVH

walk that is unlike anything | had ever experienced. It

LQFUHGLEO\ FRPIRUWDEOH WR UL -Ht =+ LQJ
pace, an extremely fast gait in which both legs on each 2°FH % MHUGRUVHW#[WWPD FF
move together. | was never on suitable terrain to experie : ; ;

that gait. We support all that is best in shearing
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As the roundup continued, more sheep, horses, and ri
IURP RWKHU JURXSV MRLQHG XV T R
many people helping that neither the riders nor the hor &
had to work nearly as hard.

Around noon on the fourth day, everyone arrived at {
sorting location with the sheep. Hundreds of townspeo
were already there, having come just to watch the anr
event. Several hundred sheep at a time were herded in
large circular pen with gated openings leading into individd
holding pens. Each farmer had a designated pen for t
own sheep.

We would catch a sheep, straddle it, and drag it into
correct pen. At one point | joked with the man in char
that there had to be easier ways to do this. He smiled
replied, “Yes, | know. But this is the way they've been doif
it for centuries.” With so many people helping, the sortil
GLGQTW WDNH ORQJ 2QFH WKH ZI
celebrate. Afterward, each farmer drove their sheep bac
their own farm, and our work was complete. Mt o

On the last day, | discovered that | had lost my camgi
One of our guides suggested retracing my route to whej§
had last used it. | told her | had wandered so much that |
no idea where | had been, but perhaps we could return td
place where | had taken my last photograph.

As we slowly moved the sheep over the next severalhoussD OO JUtPVNLUNMD LV ,FHODQGYV
| prayed to Saint Anthony, who is traditionally askedto helpH\NMDYtNYV PRVW UHFRJQLVDEOH OD
¢QG ORVW LWHPV /DWHU WKDW GDWXHV@®WRXHQEDENW RQZXBHIW HQWIL.GH ¢
taken my last picture. | remembered the spot because Il @YD FROXPQV FUHDWLQJ D GLVWLQ
JRWWHQ Ru P\ KRUVH WR OHW KLP JWKHHF L@MWH IV Gl \FOI LFDDHW LI/ WAK R IDBKRPH
grass, he had pulled leaves from a nearby shrub. Shrubswaf® ZHU IRU VZHHSLQJ SDQRUDPLF YL
rare in that area, so when we returned | looked for that sasnerounding mountains and sea.

hrub. There, lying on the groun ide it, was m mera, . . .
S | E[Jht;nk Iehga ¥ntgn%|eél ?ogslti)rl; itdir?tisglf irgéid%spozlf:t b%\i:anve Lutheran church dominates the city's skyline and was the
missed, allowing it to fall through my coat onto the grouna‘.erfelCt place to dend e}n_unrl:orgettable journey. hich
No one in our group could believe | had actually found it. | 2IS0 Wanted to visit the Saga Museum, which portrays

\We spent one more night at our lodging, where every any of the key events in Icelandic history. The audio-guided
gathered for a farewell celebration before leaving the n Lwas excellent ?I?d wellhworthhthe tllr?e.
morning. After breakfast we returned to Reykjavik. atevening | walked to the cathedral for Saturday Mass. |

Since | still had some time before leaving iceland, | visit¥(fS Surprised by how few people attended. Iceland has very

Hallgrimskirkja Church. Its soaring tower and distinctive desig" Catholics, but there are plenty of tourists. The priest

make it one of Reykjavik's most recognisable landmarks. THgdan the Mass in Icelandic, then immediately stopped to
ask how many people preferred English. After seeing the

response, he returned to the sacristy and came back with an
English missal.

When it came time for the readings, he asked if anyone
would like to read. | looked around, and since no one stepped
forward, | started walking toward the front. Before | got
there, he changed his mind and said, “Never mind. I'll do
the reading.” It struck me as an odd situation. It probably
would have worked better if he had asked for a reader before
Mass began.

| stayed at the same guesthouse as before. The owner
recommended a restaurant, but when | arrived it was
completely booked and accepting reservations only. Instead,
| returned to a restaurant where | had eaten a few days earlier
and knew | enjoyed the food.

As | was leaving, an older couple asked if they could walk
with me to the restaurant. | didn’t mind. | thought it might be
an opportunity to meet someone new.

| slowed my pace so they could keep up, which wasn't
a problem. The problem was the husband. He complained
about walking up a slight incline, crossing a busy street,
and even the restaurant itself, as though those things were
somehow my fault.
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During dinner | learned he was a medical doctor. | jokedaller than the one | had sorted sheep at a few days earlier.
to myself that if | tolerated his constant complaints, maybais facility had newer pens which were built from modern
he’d buy my meal. Instead, | got the impression he expectedterials instead of stone.
me to pay for his. Even now, | still don’t understand his wayFrom there | continued to bingvellir National Park, one of
of thinking. Iceland’s most historic sites. The country’s parliament was

Finding my guesthouse afterward was easy since | coakdablished here around the year 930 and met at bingvellir
use Hallgrimskirkja Lutheran Church as a landmark.  for nearly 900 years. The Law Rock served as the assembly’s

Sunday morning | caught an early bus to the airportftical point, where the Lawspeaker recited the laws and
pick up my rental car. Although | had made a reservatiorgddressed the gathering.
accidentally booked it for 9:00am., so | had to wait beforebingvellir is also geologically unique because it lies in the
| could get the car. | also wanted to rent a GPS. Instead,rifiealley between the North American and Eurasian tectonic
rental agent suggested a portable Wi-Fi hotspot that conneplates. The widening cracks created by the shifting plates
to the cellular network and provided internet access. She asmclearly visible, and | was able to walk through one of the
included a GPS at no extra charge. The hotspot turnedlardest canyons formed by this process.
to be one of the best travel purchases | made. It was cheapEnat evening | stayed in a nearby town. At breakfast the
than paying for international phone service, and whenewvext morning, | happened to meet the couple who were sitting
| left the car | simply carried the hotspot in my pocketanHEHVLGH PH RQ WKH ALJKW IURP "HWL
still had internet access. The battery lasted all day withd¢aikative and telling me about their travelling. | didn’'t mind
any problems. listening, but | was convinced that my travelling was a lot

Technology like this makes travel so much easier. Yeansre adventurous and interesting.
ago | drove through foreign countries and major cities usg
only paper maps. Modern navigation lets me concentrats
driving instead of worrying about getting lost or being
the wrong lane.

0\ ¢ UVW GHVWLQDWLRQ ZDV 5H\N
was nearly four miles with a steady climb, but the scen
made every step worthwhile. Steam rose from the groun
many places, reminding me that | was walking through
active geothermal area. The hot river was perfect for rela
and swimming after the hike.

On the way back to my car, | passed a sheep-sor
facility where the annual roundup was underway. Naturaj= =
| had to stop. | struck up conversations, helped sort sh
and enjoyed every minute of it. This operation was mugs

Sheal‘lng FHOHEUDWHG IRU LWV YLYLG WXUTXR
co.NZ

FDVFDGLQJ IDOOV )HG E\ JODFLDO PHC
FRQWUDVWY EHDXWLIXOO\ ZLWK WKH \
PDNLQJ LW RQH RI ,FHODQG V PIRRQV Sk
/JLNH WR FRPH VKHDULQJ LQ WKH KRG & \VPDDONHWY WiKD'Q PDQ\ RI WKH F
%U~DUIRVV LV SUL]JHG IRU LWV XQLTX.

‘H KDYH MREV DYDLODEOH IURP M heéxt $idp Wad/ Brudnfes$; afRelatively small waterfall
6HSWHPEHU DQG PLG 2FWREHUIDWPRXRXIRK WWVOBUE®ROLDQW EOXH

IRU VHDVRQDO VWDt water feeds down to the Hvita River, which then descends
into the River Bruara. As a result, the water is a vivid blue
al.
I \RXfG OLNH WR PRYH KH (LI?H tilﬁe%gtéﬁfall’snamecamefrom

SHUPDQHQW SRVLWLRQV DY hﬁb@n’él@ eéuBHédb iifeHhatYricd Kréf¥sed the river. It
SHRSOH $00 \RX QHHG LV DJJwR @stiiRt N 16D/WherFthE&r€v@as a great famine in

\RXU JHDU Iceland. An employee of the Diocese of Skalholt destroyed
SFFRPPRGDWLRQ DYDLP Iﬁlﬁl%a/fe;r;?ggljvmg people from reaching nearby Skalholt

Next | went to the Geysir Geothermal area, located in
6SROQVRU 1RUWK ,VODQG :R fReHdukaga@rValley i seuthivestetri_lggland, one of the

country's most famous natural attractions. Known for its hot
springs and geysers, this geothermal wonderland is where
3KR Q H &ROL Q R Q the word "geyser" originated, named after the Great Geysir,
RU which was once one of the most powerful geysers in the
world.

6KHDULC( J/WG#J Although the Great Geysir is now mostly dormant, its
QHLJKERXU 6WURNNXU UHPDLQV DF
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A short drive brought me to a large waterfall, Gullfoss,
which is one of Iceland's most famous natural attractions.
The name Gullfoss means "Golden Falls," and it's known
for its powerful cascade. Gullfoss is fed by the Hvita River
A= o creating two dramatic stages into a deep canyon that total
around 105 feet (32 meters) in height, creating an impressive
display of raw power.

While these famous attractions were spectacular, | found
myself wanting to escape the crowds. | drove into the
highlands, where the vegetation gradually disappeared and the
- ' road became rough. My small rental car wasn't ideal for the

B FRQGLWLRQV VR , GURYH FDUHIXOO\
and | enjoyed having the landscape almost entirely to myself.

7KH *UHDW *H\VLU LV WKH IDPR
QDPH WR DOO JH\WHUV DURXQG
+DXNDGDOXU JHRWKHUPDO YDOO
IRU FHQWXULHYV DOWKRXJK LW L
WKH KLIJKO\ DFWLYH 6WURNNXU J ANA
FRQWLQXLQJ WKH DUHDYV UHPDUNRPE

ten minutes and shooting boiling water up to 90 feet into thdl QWHU IRU PRUH WKDQ \HDUV 7KH
air. The sight of Strokkur's powerful eruptions against theQ UHAHFWYV D EOHQG RI PRGHUQ

backdrop of the rugged Icelandic landscape is a truly aileRPPHPRUDWHY 6NiOKROWV HQGXULC
inspiring experience. KHULWDJH HGXFDWLRQ DQG KLVWRU

The area is also dotted with bubbling mud pots, steaming ) )
vents, and colourful mineral deposits that create a surreal®s evening approached, | left the highlands and headed
otherworldly atmosphere. The geothermal activity in theRU 6NiOKROW RQH RI ,FHODQGTV P
region is a reminder of the immense volcanic forces that!féigious centers. It was the capital of Iceland for over 700
beneath Iceland's surface, making this area a must-visitf@rs. The present Skalholt Cathedral, built in 1963, stands
those interested in the natural wonders of the Earth on the site of nine earlier churches dating back to around the
year 1000, when Iceland adopted Christianity.

The Cathedral is known for its stylish architecture, the
beautiful altarpiece, and the spectacular stained glass
windows. The Cathedral contains an underground museum
with archaeological discoveries, including the remains
believed to belong to Bishop Pall Jénsson. Skalholt was also
the site where Jon Arason, Iceland’s last Catholic bishop, was

4

- AN W T

We have vacancies for professio
PHYAR JIUSANVRE i

al shearers, shedhands and

HD)

*XOOIRVV PHDQLQJ 3*ROGHQ )D O d\pxeellege

LFRQLF ZDWHUIDOOV )HG E\ WKH e Y ]
LQ WZR GUDPDWLF VWDJHV LQWH D UXJJHG FDQ\RQ FUHDWLQJ
VSHFWDFXODU GLVSOD\ RI SRZI;JU DQG BIKBHOWN\HBVFRIQH RI WKH

KLJKOLJKWV Rl ,FHODQGTV IDPRXV| *R 0 G HGrght Shithth278 X8 Hp19X O O IRV V
DWWUDFWV YLVLWRUV IURP DURXQG WKH ZRUOG \HDU URXQG

Shearing magazime 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 33



executed in 1550 during the Reformation. Also the musejim==ssnss
has historical artifacts and a mysterious underground tu o :
situated in the cellar of the church.

Even though the cathedral contains the seat of the bis
Skalholt is no longer a diocese in its own right. The Diocsg
of Skalholt was dissolved in 1801, but re-established 3
VXuUDJDQ GLRFHVH LQ 7KXV
VXuUDJDQ ELVKRS ZKR DVVLVWVE
Bishop of Skéalholt is nevertheless responsible for cathed
DuDLUV o

Skalholt's early history is traced back to the 11th centys
when religious disputes were at their sharpest in Icelay
'LWKLQ WZR FHQWXULHV RI WKH ¥
bishopric was founded at Skalholt in 1056 for South Icelag
and soon a second at Hoélar in 1109 for North Iceland. [E& ey e e e

In 1954, a team of archaeologists, while digging up thgyyLe § UDWHU LV D VWULNLQJ YROFD
foundations of the old cathedral, came upon a sarcophagi${O0pDQ GV IDPRXV *ROGHQ &LUFOH Ul
which was believed to contain the skeleton of PAlHpyv DJR LWV YLYLG UHG YROFDQL
Jonsson, one of the most powerful bishops of Skalholt. iso x H JUHHQ ODNH FUHDWLQJ RQH R

sarcophagus, together with a few relics found at the scengy9 G GLVWLQFWLYH JHRORJLFDO ODQ(
now on display in an underground vault beneath the cathedral

The last Catholic bishop of Iceland, Jén Arason, wdk the most visually stunning geological wonders in the
executed at Skalholt in 1550, along with his two sons. GRUNtTY: This vibrant blue gem, which is part of the Western
had opposed the Reformation imposed upon Iceland by canic Zone that includes the Reykjanes peninsula and the
Christian |1l of Denmark. Today, a memorial stands at the sig19iokull Glacier, is a mere 6,500 years old —making it one
of the execution. Arason's Episcopal robes are on displa§'afi€ thrée mostrecognizable volcanic craters in Iceland. The
the National Museum of Iceland in Reykjavik. aldera is approximately 165 feet deep, 520 feet wide, and

From there | went to Kerid Crater. Kerid a volcanic crat8P0 feetacross, and is made up of a unique red volcanic rock.

lake located in the Grimsnes area in south Iceland, is orldVas able to hike down one of its sloping walls blanketed
with deep green moss, and admire the stunning aquamarine

lake at the bottom. The lake is shallow, but its vivid color is
due to minerals from the soil.

Contrary to popular belief, Kerid was not formed by a
volcanic explosion, but rather a cone volcano that erupted
and emptied its magma reserve. The weight of the cone
then collapsed into the empty magma chamber, creating the
current crater. The water in the bottom of the crater is at the
same level as the water table and is not caused by rainfall.

From there | drove southward to another waterfall.
Seljalandsfoss is an iconic waterfall on the South Coast of
Iceland. It has a pathway that allowed me to walk behind the
cascading water. Seljalandsfoss waterfall is one of Iceland's
most stunning natural attractions.

i . UV

el

We have vacancies available for
clean and experienced shearers,
pressers and woolhandlers during
our busy Main Shear season from
November to March

Contact Josh Harding for further information

027 811 7982
hardingshearing@gmail.com
facebook.com/hardingshearing
Central North Island

6HOMDODQGVIRVV LV RQH RI ,FHODQ
ZKHUH ZDWHU SOXQJHV PHWHUV
Proudly providing services to the wider Rangitikei region WKDW ZDV RQFH SDUW RI WKH FRXQWU
Member of NZ Shearing Contractors Association DOORZV YLVLWRUV WR ZDON EHKLQG
VSHFWDFXODU SHUVSHFWLYH RQ WKL
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Tribute: Dave Stansbury (1940-2026)
Dave Stansbury died peacefully at Golden Pond Private
Hospital Whakatane on Thursday 2 July 2026, aged 86 years.
Dearly loved husband of Jan. Much loved father and father in
law of Troy, and Heidi and Patrick. Adored grandad of Jess,
Sam, Fern, Summer, Zara, Ruben, Danielle, Ned, Tynealle,
Rikki and Max. Most treasured great grandad of his many
beautiful great grandchildren.

(This fromShearingdugust 2010)Dave Stansbury’s long
career as a shearing competition judge came to an end at the
Easter Show in Auckland earlier this year. First ‘badged’ by the
late Alistair Simpson at Gaskill's Opotiki shed in 1972, Dave
judged around the Bay of Plenty, Poverty Bay and Hawkes
Bay regions, and was a familiar face at Te Kuiti, Mangakino,

,FHODQGYV +LJKODQGV DUH D Y DReglanagd Kurey gas wel & the Fastenshom vy R
YROFDQLF GHVHUWY PRXQWDLQV Darewgsasgaiog Bogrd Begipml [psyrdstonjorypap v
FRYHU PXFK RI WKH LVODQGTV LQW&aSHR Baves & lasting legay inpthe igdastn:he doved.
WKH VXPPHU PRQWKY WKLV UH P ReHiswigtred @bayg withAs\wifey JnRaftar 1reeiving
,FHODQGYTV PRVW GUDPDWLF DQG RresanRitiopsfiams Skeprindssparts MewyZealardiogmauds his

E\ FHQWXULHV RI YROFDQLF DQG Jwimameptd heirspn, Trewptansbury teamed with Dwayne
Black to set a world two-stand merino lamb shearing record

Seljalandsfoss waterfall, part of the Seljalandsa rive 1079 (Dwayne 570, Troy 509) at Badgingarra, Western

originates underneath the Eyjafjallajokull glacier. Thg,siralia on 6 October 2002, which remains unchallenged
volcano beneath this ice cap famously erupted in 2010 ‘?ﬁ‘?ﬁe record books. RIP Dave Stansbury.

caused havoc at airports across Europe. | wanted to se

remains of the volcano, but there was nothing there to sge. TIME TO RE-WRITE 1977 HISTORY
The cascade of the Seljalandsfoss waterfall is relativgl o

QDUURZ EXW IDOOV IURP D WDOO FOTUSFiRMHAAC Cﬁ'ﬁcbﬁﬁ‘gﬁkﬂﬁh@s\@ﬂ?ﬂa' i
coastline centuries ago. The sea is now located across a s§efth @/ ngMagazine earlier this year brought forfh
of lowlands and is visible from the site.
By evening | returned to Reykjavik. | had worried abojit
WUDVF DQG ¢(¢QGLQJ SDUNLQJ QH
WXUQHG RXW WR EH HDV\ , FHOH
with another excellent seafood dinner.

The next morning | was up before 4:00am. to ret
P\ UHQWDO FDU DQG FDWFK P\ A
VPRRWKO\ DQG EHIRUH ORQJ , Z
'"HWURLW WKHQ OLQQHDSROLV DQ
, JDLQHG ¢YH KRXUV FURVVLQJ W
was in daylight.

DFWXDOO\ HLJKW ¢QDOLVWYV LQWKH
{he Bath £x\asy WE@Q‘@W@O‘AE‘ AGEORIG Rix Jat

P
P CoerEaen e ANl

T e
r lztﬁ‘% gng\?H\Nr@ At ¢
e R PG P R b

Let the world championships results stanatorrected!

Kk kk k%
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NZ Corries marks 50 years

%\ 'HV :LOOLDPV

o - . . 2 9 ]
21 Chrigttnunch lagt November marked the 501 0c0ag Sheal'lllg win to

RI LWV ¢UVW VWDJLQJ %YHWZHH(
known as the Canterbury Shears, held each Novembe

conjunction with the Canterbury A&P Association's anny - : - T @
show at Addington. W )
The change was explained Tine PresgChristchurch) S. D. : ell
on 11 November 1975: “Caltex will be sponsoring the N¢g \ ) ' 5 !
Zealand Corriedale open machine-shearing champions Shearing competitions again proved a

ZKLFK FDUULHYV ZLWK LW SUL]JH P popular attraction at !hg (anter!gllry show
prize carries $150.00. This event was previously kno{ yesterday, the feature being the win of 5. I,
as the Canterbury open machine-shearing champions Weir (Milton) in the New Zealand Corriedale
but it was renamed to mark the holding of the sixth Wo| open machine-shearing championships.
Corriedale conference in Christchurch this month.” .
An earlier report said Canterbury was recognis
as the stronghold of the Corriedale and the shearifl§
and woolhandling committee of the Canterbury A&P

o > : : DQG 7TKURZ LQ D FRXSOH
?ﬁ;&%?g&%igg?i'ggrﬁgléth\:\;?gld be appropriate for t outhern Shears: 1973 and 1980; third in the South Island

37KH SURSRVDO KDV UHFHLYHG ﬁ(ﬂ—"PdJcﬁ'%lJF#FW%HWt'F@ 2 \SR'
ZKRP LW GLG QRW VD\ @ ,W ZDV *?ﬁ()\/rﬁ“@m\/g‘?’ﬁm’ bewe%. . %:7@%#&6\?
had installed a new shearing board for the occasion. ld'be proud to call their own. (Did we mention a secon
previous “temporary” structure had been replaced ar%iacmg behind Don Morlrlson at Invercargill's Southland

lasting the best part of 20 years. KHDUV LQ . .
Thegfirst NZ (p:orriedalg championship was won b Shearingmagazine caught up with Stewart Weir for a

Stewart Weir (then) of Milton. “It was a popular win, foptOry back in November 2002. He was quite happy to start
Weir has frequently been runner-up in shearing conte%Y%?. an anecdote “against himself”, as they say: He'd been
failing to win by only small marginsThe Presseported. (@/King recently with an acquaintance from his shearing days
Don Morrison was second, Ray ‘Sparky Heke of Waima@d the bloke said hf? remembered Stewart as being “just a
was third and Colin Gibson of Oamaru fourth. good senior shearer”.

Weir had in fact been third at Canterbury in 1973 agg
second in 1974 so his win came as a natural progress
WKUHH WZR RQH +H KDG DOVR ¢ (
National Circuit’/McSkimming Memorial at Golden Shea

1973, would improve to fourth in 1977; he was third in
New Zealand Merino Championships at Alexandra in
DQG + DQG ZRXOG ODWHU ¢£QL

D W H [

VKH

Above: $ 1HZ =HDODQG &RUULHGDO
RI ALHUV 6WHZDUW HLU VKRUH
FKDPSLRQVKLS DW &KULVWFKXUF
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So, we used the headline in the magazine, “StewRt long at school
Weir — pretty good ‘senior’ [with 14 top placings in majoe XW ZKHUH GLG WKH ORYH IRU VK
RSHQ FODVV FRPSHWLWLRQV @ rda¢ched detovidaryDsteblage bh thié Karily fardh RiFRY D
unlicensed watering hole saw the story they posted a c&ush, Stewart knew early on that he wanted to be a shearer
up on the wall after adding the word “citizen’. Pretty goaghd that he wasn't going to stay at secondary school much
VHQLRU FLWLIJHQ 3UHWW\ JRRG Ee@Rd\hi$ 18iRORthdRY Ad/&K13-yeardd BduhBd: daikied
no-nonsense, no-bullshit character-type. KLV ¢UVW H[SHULHQFH RQ WKH KDQ
With his competitive days behind him, Stewart turneghen the lambs on the farm needed shearing.

KLV DWWHQWLRQ WR MXGJLQJ ¢ UwWitWaboM LESReP iBHdMéce/ heRsanedb@ Gkbkie Q
a member of the world records judging panel. At the tinteEHOOLHY Ru DQG WKHQ VKHDULQJ W
RI RXU LQWHUYLHZ KH KDG RvFL DnvirtagedioWet theskebpvidny whly RUhGWwheb iDoame to
or attempts in the past 13 years and had developed gdeaing the long blow. But undeterred, he stuck at it and soon
respect for the shearers who put their minds and bodieswrRRN KLPVHOI Ru WR D VKHDULQJ V
the line in pursuit of those big tallies. Hepistured below at Wantwood Station, near Mandeville, in October 1963.
SUHVHQWLQJ 6WDFH\ 7H +XLD ZLW KK BatciaR [dr@ Gf Gotifdy BGwvénts WNgihad N H
at Golden Shears, Masterton in 2000. (The world eighthoerHDODQG :RRO %RDUG GLVFLSOHV
two-stand crossbred ewes, Stacey (491) and Hayden Te khuae were other young blokes on the course who were
(495) at Marton, 11 December 1999 .) into drinking beer — I'd never seen that before! At the

K end of the course | was presented with a copy of Godfrey
Bowen's book,: R R O $ami\that gave me some extra
early encouragement.”

The real thing
Stewart says he came back to the farm after the course and
VKRUH WKH KRJJHWY DOO E\ KLPVH
D VLOO\ WKLQJ WR GR £+ WKH HuRUW
somehow | survived.”

Stewart then worked an open run around Ryal Bush
(between Invercargill and Winton) for the next three years,
SWWLQJ LQ YLVLWY WR VKHDULQJ V
University until he had all the New Zealand Wool Board
FHUWL{FDWHYV +LV /HDUQHUV FHUW
Robin Kidd 1967, with later additions approved by Claude
Waite. “At one school | remember there were about 24 of
us, we arrived in the afternoon and by the next morning
5RELQ .LGG NQHZ DOO RI XV E\ RXU

To the competitions
Stewart then went down to Invercargill to enter a
competition, but when he got there he chickened out — too
shy to get up and have a go. Then he went to Gore for
6RXWKHUQ 6KHDUVY DQG TXDOL{HG L
LW WKURXJK WR WKH QDO +LV OD
though is the fact that Tom Brough, Snow Quinn and Harry
+XJKHV ZHUH LQ WKH > @ RSHQ ¢
fresh aspirations.
“Back then | always thought that shearing in the shed was
more important, that being a good shed shearer was more
w important than being a show shearer. Mind you, there were
3 Find us on only a few shows down here back then, all crammed into
Facebook about six or seven weeks. Shearing of course is extremely

important to the industry now. Contractors should make
E A R a point of employing shearers that compete at the shows
; RP because of the great examples they set for others.”

FRANCE

Blade Shearing, Displays 'I'AHI
Instruction & Fquipment 1
oldendale@xtra.co.nz NGATAHI

GET THE EDGE ONE. TOGETHER
MAKE THE CUIV! '
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Heading North
,Q 6WHZDUW PDGH WKH (UVW |
Island. He turned up at Kimbolton, expecting to work fq
Kevin Nesdale — the only problem was, Kevin (due to so
inter-island communication mix up) didn't know he wa
coming! Two hours after his arrival however he was in
shed and working — at Brookland Station, under the watc
eye of Palmerston North-based contractor, Alan Barker.
worked around Kimbolton for the season and the follovirigs
year | went up to Taupo, but that was the full extent of
North Island shearing experience.”

LQQLQJ WKH (UVW 1= &RUULHGD
Then it was onto bigger and brighter things in the form
pre-lamb shearing for Don Morrison at Oamaru and Geo
3RWDH DW OLOWRQ ,Q KH PD

LR

‘ £ ;- N

0 [
RS RS B IR T s
JURP OHIW 7LQD (OHUV O0DW:
RUDQJDKDX &LQG\ +LUL ODWDXU

© me — You cant use that Bul L did USe IL, and EWON™ ' ShUHO GXULQJ WKH ZHHNHQG
Farm ownership

Stewart then spent four seasons working for Wyndhdnpilogue
contractor Lloyd Wilkinson and got enough money togethéen years after that story was written (2002) Stewart and
to buy a farmlet at Lochiel, near Winton. Soon after that R&rol sold their Grassy Creek property in 2012 moved to
met and married Carol (not quite that fast) and they mov@gmaller block on the outskirts of Winton. The champion
to a real farm at Grassy Creek, 30 km west of Tuatapgfém 50 years ago runs enough sheep to keep himself busy,
on the road to Te Anau. That was in 1983 and “the wheBRS long retired from judging and has a pretty powerful
IHOO Ru IDUPLQJ ELJ WLPH VKR Wekiay\HaolewDawdsongnates gike thay haridesivhanever
reference to the Labour Government economic reforie feels the need for a rush of cold Southland air on his
following the 1984 election. usually be-whiskered face!

“Interest rates trebled overnight and the Rural Bank FoRE xR
had all their farmers under tight budgetary control as th
struggled to make ends meets. | did all the shearing on

farm myself — our 2200 ewes, plus lambs, but things we

VR WLIJKW (QDQFLDOO\ WKDW D 7/ GRL(
just couldn't be done. For instance, some paddocks w

100 acres and we desperately needed further subdivisig 3 Ilv Sh

Despite the struggle, Stewart resisted the temptation to le N Ot] ust Ta 8/ Sheets

the farm and go back to shearing.

Into the white coat

Stewart started judging at Young Farmers events when
was about 27, and with encouragement from the likes

*RUGRQ 3RSH +HUELH 1RUWK DQ THE COMPLETE PACKAGE
referee in 1989. Having attended 26 world record attem

both here and in Australia, Stuart has total admiration ONE product that does it ALL
the likes of David Fagan, Dion Morrell and Darin Forde fg s

their performances in setting new world marks. —
“David Fagan’s job when he did his 656 at Brunel Peal @ @
was just exceptional. | remember on one sheep he was g
H&sS

down the last side and left a ridge of wool on top of the | TALLIES INVOICING  PAYROLL  JOBCOSTS

IRU WKH ¢UVW 1HZ =HDODQG &RU
to Christchurch and found there wasn't a grinder set up4d
use so | wasn't able to grind my gear. | put a second shé
comb on my handpiece and remember lan Rutherford sayi

leg. John Fagan leaned in a bit closer to David and told H

WR WDNH WKH ZRRO Ru WKH OHJ @ @ Ne

placed the extra blow required and just before dropping {

sheep down the porthole he looked at John and said, “D|  RreporminG GST FINANCIAL  SHED WOF ANIMAL

that look better!” WELARE
“Dion’s 716 and Darin’s 720 nine-hour ewe records we

both amazing days, as well as Dion's merino record [5{KSR1: VAR ~»

DW 7DUUDV @ <R X FDQ JHW L @info@shebiz_nz new o

MADE

because they're all pretty much the same, but just ab
HYHU\ PHULQR \RX GUDJ RXW LV g
record even more remarkable.”

www.shebiz.nz
100% NZ owned \

o 020 445 1345 and operated
o ————
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No such problems in 1977 when Peter Lyon won the title.
Then came Kevin Walsh (1978); Don Morrison (1979),
Colin King (1980, 1983, 1987); Dick Murphy (1981, 1982);
David Fagan (1984, 1991-1997; 1999-2001; 2003, 2009);
Samson Te Whata (1985); Adrian Cox (1986); Edsel Forde
(1988); Gus Dermody (1989); Murray Johnstone (1990);
Darin Forde (1998, 2002); John Kirkpatrick (2004, 2008,
2010); Nathan Stratford (2005, 2016, 2019, 2023); Justin
Meikle (2006); Tony Coster (2007, 2013, 2017); Shannon
Warnest (Australia) (2011); Jason Win (2012); lvan Scott
(Ireland) (2014); Troy Pyper (2015, 2018); Gavin Mutch
(2020); Angus Moore (2021) and Jack Fagan (2022, 2024,
2025).

Above: 6WHZDUW :HLU IURQW OHIW
ZRUOG VKHDULQJ UHFRUG MXGJHV"
'DULQ )RUGH JDQJ V ZRUOG VL[ V4
DW :DLUDNL 6WDWLRQ 6RXWKODQ
20LYHU DQG &ROLQ *LEVRQ DOVR
ORUULVRQ 3DXO 5RVH +XJK OF&D
ORUULVRQ DQG *LEVRQ ZHUH IUHT X\
ERDUGY DQG ERWK ZHUH LQ WKH |

6WHZDUW DV ZDV 6SDUN\ +HNH IU

The other NZ Corriedale champions F
Between Stewart Weir in 1975 and Jack Fagan in 20251k
other shearers have made successful claims on the [ #
Zealand Corriedale shearing championships at Christchuf®
Stewart didn’t get a chance to defend his title in 1976
the show being cancelled because of a shearers’ sti-8e= (2

Three ‘non-union’ shearers had entered and the rest refusbdve *XV '"HUPRG\ Z R Q WKH 1= &RUULH(

to shear, leaving administrators no alternative but to pwiQ DQG OXUUD\ &KULVWLH VKHDUL
the proverbial plug. GXULQJ &¢KULVWLH V XQVXFFHVVIXO Z
Whakataetae Kutihipi Shearing Show Taukutihipi Shearing Industry
Kupu Pakeha Kupu Maori Kupu Pakeha Kupu Maori
-XGJHV .DLZKDND 3heep Hipi
Competitors Kaiwhakataetae ‘RRO TUX
Get set Kia rite Shearing Kuti
Go Tukua Shorn Kutia / Morea
&RPPHQWDWRU . D L S DhEaRng Plant Wahi Kutikuti
7LPH NHHSHU . DLW D Wdndpiete— Mau Kutikuti
‘RRO KDQGOHU 3LULKGQuttersDLZTU X Kututi
6KHHS 2 + SA Moccasins Hiripa
Presser Kaiperehi Grinder Pehu
*UDQGVWDQG 7DXQJBHQRSEXDXP 7DLPD|7—U
%HOO\ 7DNDSI Sand paper Pepa Whakamaeng
Long blow Kuti roa *OXH .—SHD
Crutch Waru YDGJH 3eNH ZIUX
Smoko Paramanawa Broom Puruma / Tahitahi
Sponsors Kaitautoko Catching pen Taiwhanga
6SHFWDWRU +XQJD BRWBNHWDNL gu3HU KL Z
Entertainment Whakangahau Sheep truck Taraka Hipi
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FKDPSVLRQVKLSV $V WKH (QJOLVK WH
times from the past six years it has been held

which, he had the honour of having a poem written about him.

championships twice with machines, in 1980 at Masterton and 1984 at
the Bath & West Show. This year in New Zealand was George's 12th
time with blades. Andrew has represented England six times at the world

DP W

Whilst in New Zealand at the world championships this year George
gave a little speech during the Friday night prize-giving ceremony. After

The Last Run Of the Blades
$W VL[ \HDUV ROG D ER\ QDPHG *HRUJ
,Q WKH GXVW\ OLJKW RI D VKHDULQJ
+H OHDUQHG WKH zZD\ RI VWHDG\ VWH
7KH TXLHW UK\WKP WKURXJK WKH ZRR
$V \HDUV ZHQW E\ KH WRRN WKH VWD(
$QG OLNH VR PDQ\ VKHDUHUYV GR KH V

6R EDFN KH FDPH ZLWK VWHHO DQG V
The George and Andrew Show $ VKHDUHU SURXG RI (QJODQGYV ADJ

This photo was taken at the Great Yorkshire Sh \/ﬁ< G ROH RI OLIHYV PRVW VSHELDO VL
ZKHUH SQGUHZ DQG *HRUJH Py A& b Y KRRO Gz R JHOHUDW
tradition,

second on the blade circuit once again. One or 0 hgﬁd
oféf;%grr;ﬁ;\;vggrrﬁdﬁg\(,:vu\;\tlaesv Z(r*}(/:gredagdsmggtgro gl ow here beneath New Zealand skies, where legends take thei
Shearer status, just the third English shearer to recgi eV *ROGHQ 6KHDUV DQG ZRUGV DOLN
this accolade after Andrew Wear and George Mudgd. RW ODLG WR UHVW QRU ORVW LQ Wi
Itis a special award to shearers who have repres¢hted! Y HQW\ 2QH \HDUV RI EODGHV RI ZR
their country in world championships numerogs2| VWHDG\ KDQG DQG KRQHVW ZRUN |
times, won many competitions and who have dgné R WRQLJKW ZH UDLVH D FKHHU IRU
outstanding service for the shearing industry. Sby Sarah Casey)
George has represented England at woLl

H VW
KHG
10 R
O WK
G ZK
ULH(

%XW VRPHWKLQJ LQ WKRVH ULQJLQJ §ODG

NLOO
QR P
KWV
RQV

stand.
H WK
PH E
O ID
URP
HRUJ

Above 6KHDULQJ 6SRUWV 1HZ =HDODQG GHOHJDWHY DW WKH $QQXDO OHHWL

5LFKDUG 'DPSQH\ 3DXO +DUULV *UHJ 6WXDUW $QWKRQ\ )UHZ 'DYLG
+LQHPRD 5RVVL 6HFUHWDU\ )URQW OHIW 5XVVHOO .QLJKW 5DHOHQ
+RJJ &XVKOD $EUDKDP
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Sheep measles — small parasite, big impact

%\ OLFKHOOH 6LPSVRQ
Sheep measles may not be visible in the yards or on|the

shearing board, but its impact on New Zealand’s sheep

LQGXVWU\N LV VLIQL¢ FDQW7DSHDXXMHRB YH\VWKH WDSHZRUP
this issue continues to challenge farmers, processors and the

wider red meat sector — primarily through carcase downgr
and lost revenue rather than health concerns.

blemishes that are unacceptable to both domestic consu
and export markets. In a country that relies heavily pn

maintaining a premium reputation for sheepmeat, even small
lapses in control can have far-reaching consequences.

Understanding the Cycle

The lifecycle of 7D H Q L I3 r&atikely simple — but highly
HUHFWLYH 'RJVY DUH WKH SULPDU}l KRVW RI WKH SDUDVLWH FDUU\LQJ
adult tapeworms in their intestines. These worms prodiice
large numbers of eggs, which are shed in dog faecesTand

deposited onto pasture. . L
: : . changes to farm management, with long-term implications
Sheep grazing those paddocks ingest the eggs. Once in % SUR;WDELOLW\ $ORWKHU FKDO

the animal, the parasite migrates through the bloodstream ases are detected at processing, meaning the issue car

forms cysts in muscle tissue. These cysts are later dete
at processing, often resulting in trimming, downgrading Ecor%(egvadizgrtgdH G DQG SRWHQWLDOO\ I

in severe cases, condemnation of the carcase. , i
Dogs become infected when they consume raw \8fy it Matters to the Wider Industry

XQGHUFRRNHG VKHHS PHDW RU RPh&sP mﬁa@wi@@g% fanHeMeliFSUE T Fyyindustry-
The Cost to Farmers wide responsibility. New Zealand exports the majority of

L5 T SRR e T i S B

dog can contaminate large areas of pasture, increasing.. :
infection risk across multiple mobs. In some cases, outbre is is why the Sheep Measles Prevention Programme,

i L i phasi

KDYH UHVXOWHG LQ VLJQL:FDQW WManga . PFEV

and disrupted production systems. a g{)yn%g edﬁégﬁgmﬁip ﬁﬁ#@ﬁé&f@ s%@or.
Even with national prevalence relatively low, the impact &pntrol Starts with Dogs

individual farms can be severe. One case of an “ovis stormHHJ XODU GRVLQJ ZLWK HUHFWLYH WD

VDZ KLJK LQIHFWLRQ UDWHV zLwecpghised a5 the oshimrortqnt coptrplaneasing. fvignthly
treatment is recommended to break the lifecycle and prevent

eggs shedding onto pasture.
Equally important is managing access to risk sources:
e $YRLG IHHGLQJ GRJV UDZ RU XQWU
« Dispose of carcases so dogs cannot access them
*  Ensure visiting or working dogs are treated 48 hours prior

$ &ROOHFWLYH (URUW
Sheep measles is a reminder that biosecurity isn’t just about
major diseases — it's also about managing everyday risks
WKDW TXLHWO\ HURGH SUR{;WDELOL!'
and contractors moving between properties, understanding
the issue and supporting farm policies around dogs is part
RI WKDW HuRUW

The tools to control sheep measles are well understood, and
success depends on consistency. With continued attention
across the industry, New Zealand can maintain its hard-earned
reputation for producing world-class sheepmeat — something
WKDW EHQH¢;WV HYHU\RQH IURP SDG
Michelle Simpson
Project Manager | Ovis Management Ltd
Freephone 0800 222 011| Mob +64 27 355 9751
michelle.simpson@mia.co.nz | www.sheepmeasles.co.nz
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LHOG 6KHDUG6KDUS1= IURP

H UHSRUWYV $00DQ 20GILHOG

shearing course the

HN EHIRUH WKH .DLNRXUD $ 3 VKRZ

PH VKHDUHUY IURP D YDULHW\ RI

XQWULHV WRRN SDUW RYHU WKH WZR GD\V DW

ZD 5HZD 6WDWLRQ LQ WKH 7LQXL 9DOOH\

:DLUDUDSD 2Q WKH )ULGD\ DIWHUQRRQ ZH

WUDYHOOHG E\ WUDLQ WKHQ ERDW DQG FDU WR

6FRWW OF.D\ V UHVLGHQFH DW WKH PRXWK RI

WKH &0ODUHQFH 5LYHU 1H[W PRUQLQJ RQ WR

.DLNRXUD ZKHUH ZH VSHQW WKH GD\ EDNLQJ

XQGHU WKH FOHDU EOXH VN\ DQG FRPSHWLQJ

W zZzDV JUHDW WR EH D SDUW RI WKLV JDWKHULQJ

Rl FDYH PHQ DQG ZRPHQ 7KH FDYH

ZRPHQ ZHQW IRU D VZLP LQ WKH 3DFL¢F

2FHDQ 6DWXUGD\ QLJKW ZDV DJDLQ VSHQW

DW 6 FRWW V KRXVH DQG RQ 6XQGD\ ZH PDGH

WKH UHWXUQ WULS WR WKH 1RUWK ,vODQG IRU W
‘RUOG 6KHDULQJ &KDPSLRQVKLSV
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Dr Clive Dalton (1934-2026) Among Clive's contributions to

: . Shearingmagazine was hisSheep
Dr Derek Clive Dalton, who died at >
Hamilton on 29 July 2026 aged 91 220(%80 3't'E HF_’I_‘%"EHM In th? ]'f‘“g‘.JSt,
contributed more than 20 stories t eaiion: “1he science of farming.
this magazine over many years. A ma made and saved the sheep industry in

)
n ; ) )
, the past, and it can save it again. I'll
RI PD SO o
interests %}ives vBaL; \{s\tlnv"aglgjri(gucliur; XDOL¢(¢FDWLRQV DQG predict that within the next decade or

MRXUQDOLVW SUROLELF DXWKRU DQG zuUL g%y therell be massive realisation (but
Perhaps we can tell where his trup no public admission of course) that the

interests lay by looking at his populaf environmental problems caused by the

"blog”, entitledWoolshedl lemming rush into large scale dairying
Born and educated in the United were totally predictable, and the humble

Kingdom, Clive studied agriculture there sheep is the only animal to rescue the

before progressing to a teaching role at situation. .
Leeds Sni\?ersity. Ig-|e then cameqco New Sheep are the core of dryland farming,

Zealand in 1968 to do research on hill and there’s going to be more of this with

country farming at the Whatawhata Hil climate change. Pouring ground water
Country Research Station. onto these areas is not sustainable. Water
That led him into a position at thebaarstaard, poor baarstaard ... etc were\%‘\NCKEd from the ground will become
Ruakura Research Station and theacceptable, even tested in a court of laj§t! (00 €xpensive and too much of an
for the last ten years of his professionak H >3HWHUVRQ@ DV V X 8ieenpentaland poRticah hoknotaigtp ¢
career he taught agricultural subjects @ GYLFH KDV VHUYHG P Qr%’ﬁﬁﬁrw Iyman ﬂ S itwl
the Waikato Polytechnic in Hamilton, decades in Godzone where I've beenSqlIPY FUnout. ... A cow drinks 70L of
One of Clive's last major projects wasery lucky baarstaard | can assure youl/ater aday and you need another 70L for
to compile a highly entertaining booklet "The other skill | had to learn as glantcleaning etc., plus goodness knows
entited SHVHDUF K 6 W D W PaRiQuas ko Roldliink standing up in'0 much to produce the Dry Matter for
relating to his time at Whatawhataa packed crowd, clearly a Kiwi skill &year's feed. Look at the massive stacks
Example, as an 'Englishman’ having tdeveloped in the 6-0'clock swill days. P Purchased maize silage, and silos of
learn the New Zealand 'lingo”: "In settingH [SHULHQF G LW ¢ UVW D@MBERR {am,/ pienssa wheg WS | o
into station life, | was always gratefulthe old woolshed, standing talking witrf€Cimating native forest. Does this make
to Stuart Peterson for explaining to m&en Jury. You held the bottle upright,V,,"| QVH
the nuances of how the word ‘bastardespite the fact it may be cold, tightly 1he 0ld woolsheds and sheep yards
(pronounced Baarstaard in NZ) coulvith your left arm, and after draining@'€ gone but new smart-technology
be acceptably used in open conversatioyour glass, you just dropped your armigcilitiés will be back, and so will be

as it was a very unfavourable wordD ELW VR WKH DOH VO BZ¢iainable WE&‘:Q%%@@%WV
B e ureaucratic

in UK. He explained that terms likeagain, where it was safe even if you g gltrmfrs, rOV'dﬁd datih U
"pommie baarstaard, (almost a terrharged by fellow revellers. | could se@!OCKers get culled at the next muslte_r.
of endearment), Aussie BaarstaardVKDW .HQ KDG ¢ YH VW%L\!\@aﬁe P&k e prg Ht’—f’e%

or course, lucky baarstaard, unluckywas never good at." rescue farmers from the shambles
by neglected research and marketing.

What happens on a sheep farm today
hasn't changed much in 75 years as seen

pagro“ gz inVOiCing made easg in harvesting and handling of meat and

. s . . . wool and getting it to the market. There's
Shear Simplicity - easy to use payroll and invoicing too much handling and too many folk
software for shearing and contracting businesses. clipping the ticket ..."

*kkk k%
iiwiA “TVe6" i\

Support from experienced industry professionals We hope Richard Swainson won't
mind our ‘borrowing' a concluding

Save time by entering tally sheet data only once paragraph from his Clive obituary,

Pay employees and produce payslips published in the:D L N D W Ror7 2P HV
Invoice clients and track payments against accounts $XIXVW >&0OLYH V@ D
Produce PAYE, employee earnings reports and GST on receipts between science, practical farming and
reports the wider public, to impart important
ideas in plain language, was of enormous
benefit to both New Zealand's rural
o community as a whole, providing a

7R GLVEXVV KRZ ZH FDQ KHO¢ V>ee "a "\ positive, constructive message, often at

times when farming was under attack."
FDOO XV RQ 3KROQH
(PDLO DGPLQ#SD\UROQ &vg%@il(ﬁl“s Ltd

Integrates with MYOB IMS Payroll and Accounting applications

RIP, Dr Clive Dalton.
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It started as one of several commenis
on a Facebook post (from whom}
we have forgotten) about judges a
judging at shearing and woolhandlin
competitions.

Then Marcel Thwaitegpictured)
entered the conversation with his owp
unique perspective: "Matey, as judgds
we are human, and we have our days
good and bad. We're not robots, ngt

"Examiners place the best judges
they can for the show that they judge
in, they all know the importance of a
particular show, which happened this
year, especially in the lead up to the
worlds, they all wanted to have the best
judging the best. We all take our job
seriously, we know the outcome if we
don't get it right, especially with some
of the tight results lately.

"To carry on after a shearing career,
and to give it back in this form is

always able to see things in an instart. something we have pride in, we 'shear’

But what we are, is experienced. :
J ) ' . ' every sheep we judge on the board,
whvevreé U\i/(: gg;ﬁg' S:;’; éu?hgeez edaas)i : we watch the blows and go yes or no,
LOL), but we absolutely friggin' love it.
VWDUWY DQG UH{QH RXU NQRZOHGJH RI W <|—‘ “Pe)rhapsthiswillgivgot%%rsan idea

rules andvsn'y chﬁmé:]e_? ma\(/j\?l since last of what makes us want to be part of our
season. vve veé nad Tom Wison an great industry.(Marcel Thwaites)

lately Russell Knight travel the count
:LWK PLQRU DGDSWDGWLR

l72)

hosting judges days to have all of us on

the same page as far as judging goesWR MXGJH %\ WKH WLP
"Our days are usually long and we&/our eye is seeing what it needs to see.

start with the lower grades (novice, $QG VR WR WKH ¢QDOV )LQDOV VKHHS

junior) — this gives us an Opportunitﬁre alW.ays chosen to be the best. the

to "get our eye in," so to speak, as the§ompetition can supply. That relie

tend to do a lot more faults, both on th&olely on the person picking the sheep,

board and outside. and they are human as well, so mistakges
"As the day progresses, the dayill always happen.

gets easier for judges as the ability "SO what do | think makes a goo

of the competitors gets better —- mordfSHQ ¢QDO" 7KH VKHHIS WKH VKHDUHU WKIH _
experience, less faults, therefore easifHDU DQG ¢QDOO\ WKHOMXBRENQRWY OHIW RQ .

Open Woolhandling Heats
Senior Woolhandling Heats
Junior Woolhandling Heats
Novice Woolhandling

Senior Woolhandling Semi-Finals
Junior Woolhandling Semi-Finals
Senior Shearing Heats

Open Woolhandling Semi-Finals

Open shearing EF $70.00; TPV $4800.00 * Teams Event Heats
PGG VETMED Nat. Circuit Round 1 EF $60.00
Senior shearing EF $60.00; TPV $3200.00
Open woolhandling EF 60.00; TPV $2600.00
Senior woolhandling EF $55.00; TPV $1450.00
Junior woolhandling EF $50.00; TPV $1300.00
Novice woolhandling EF $30.00; TPV $400.00
NZ Merino teams (2 shearers, 2 woolhandlers an
grade) EF 70.00; TPV $2600.00

e Cover comb used in all events

¢ Reporting time 30 minutes before all events

Open Shearing Heats

Senior Shearing Semi-Finals

Open Shearing Quarter-Finals

Junior Woolhandling Final

Senior Woolhandling Final

Teams Event Semi-Final

Smokefree Teddy Bear Shear

Open Shearing Semi-Finals

Senior Shearing Final

Presentations - Junior & Senior Woolhandling

L] L] L] L] .<

Teams Final

Open Woolhandling Final
Open Shearing Final
Presentations

nznationalshearingcircuit@gmail.com

Shearing magazime 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 44



A letter from Jock My long-term vision extends beyond competition. After

. . . shearing career, | hope to establish a training programme
Kia ora, My name is Jock Barrett, and I'm the owner ﬁgt helps develop the next generation of professional wool

Hocknsonz Mobile Shearing Service, based at Feilding. | Wi e ters and shearers while continuing to support New
wonderlrclig if you might be interested in sharing my story Wi} and farmers and the animals that have played such an
your readers.

) i rtant rgle.ipn,m joyrney.
ﬁ UR XItQ G ‘*IY[": DhQ G dD K |Df Ol (} '; D Ur\1/t IEST#@ou thir?kﬁn(z S%%VQAL%%?M ftefebt W §our readers,
epriepsy. 't completely changead my fife and brought my, 14 he honoured to share it in more detail. | believe it is a

full-time shearing career to an abrupt halt. For nearly MOWRU\ RI UHVLOLH QFH UHFRYHU\ DQG
years | was unable to shear while dealing with seizures, : :
health, unhealthy living habits, and the mental challengesﬁﬁ%{d work; family, and the rural community.

came with losing the career | loved. There were times wheg |l regards
ghenuLner queséioned r\]/vr:]lelt:)her a]!I the yﬁars | had dedicatgg‘ Barrett. Hocknsonz Mobile Shearing Service
the shearing industry had been for nothing. . . : ;
Over time, with the support of my family, making healthieF;hone' 027211 9564. Emdibckburrl@gmail.com
lifestyle choices, developing better habits, working hard, and
staying dedicated to my recovery, things slowly began to
change. | have now been seizure-free for the past three years
and am mentally and physically in a much stronger place.
Returning as a freelance shearer has given me a renewed
appreciation for the industry. More recently, | started
Hocknsonz Mobile Shearing Service from the ground up,
focusing on lifestyle farms. Watching the business grow and
NQRZLQJ P\ VNLOOV DUH VWLOO YDOXHG KDV UHVWRUHG P\ FRQ¢;GHQFH
and reminded me that my 15 years of experience were never
wasted.
Looking ahead, | have some ambitious but meaningful goals.
2YHU WKH QH[W ¢YH \HDUV , SODQ WR VWXG\ YHWHULQDU\ VFLHQFH VR ,
can eventually combine veterinary services with my shearing
business, providing an even greater service to New Zealand
farmers and their livestock.
In the meantime, | intend to compete regularly in shearing
sports with the goal of representing New Zealand at the highest
level and continually challenging myself against the best.

G
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%\ '"HV :LOOLDPYV
Jack Dowd is one of the original 28 shearers accorded ‘Mgster
Shearer' status by New Zealand's National Shearing jand
Woolhandling Committee at Golden Shears in 1975.

-DFN ¢UVW FDPH WR WKLV ZULWHU V QRWLFH DV -DFN 'RZG IURP
Dargaville' while working in a shed in western Southland
in 1968, but he was actually born in the King Country |in
September 1946 and therefore has a notable milestone coming
up next month. (You can do the maths.) He has also livefd at
various times at Morrinsville, Raglan and, for the past many
years, in Australia, currently in WA.

We summarise here some of Jack's achievements:
Record at New Zealand’s Golden Shears 1970-1986

JIWK LQ 2SHQ ¢QDO VL[WK LQ 2SHQ ¢QDO
IRXUWK LQ 2SHQ ¢QDO IRXUWK LQ 2SHQ ,QDO
VHPL;QDOLVW LQ 2SHQ FKDPYLRQVKLS VHPL,ODOLVW
in Open championship. Abave: - H (i ‘RUVH VJD J WKH JUDQGID
¢UVW LQ 0DRUL 3DNHKD ¢ QDOHMEK pGEELIE Q -DEN 'RZG EI
VHFRQG LQ ODRUL 3DNHKD (,QDO\%( VWRQ
1974 second in Invitation lamb shear; 1975 third i orid Records 1%17{'1941

Invitation lamb shear: 1976 second in Invitation lamb shefr; S0/0 éwe shearing record, 543 ewes at Lochinver
1983 third in Invitation lamb shear; 1984 sixth in Invitation Statlon Taupo on 22 January 1974

, 637 Coopworth lambs in
ODPE VKHDU ¢IWK'LQ QYLWDWan hoursat guturllrﬁl5 December 1977
Other major New Zealand competitions 1967-1986 \}VI er Eddie Reidy’s ten-stand gang, 5557 lambs
¢UVW .DLNRKH 2SHQ FKDPSLRQ i nuary 1979 (Dowd’s
ScUVW $XFNODQG (DVWHU 6KRZ 2 'K%%@Lﬁbovf 2
c¢UVW 3XNHNRKH 2SHQ FKDPSLR |
¢UVW 1DWLRQDO ODPE VKHDUL%h B R AHRLoR farDIS e Enber 1901
JLYH RWKHU 4¢QDOV EHWZHHQ Wg\% Q5%4F3 '
cUVW $JURGRPH 6KHDUV 5RWRU Zwﬁd
¢UVW 3DKLDWXD 2SHQ FKDPSLR h 1976 E¥WHFRUG DG X
cUVW 3DKLDWXD ZSHQ FKDPSLR ' '
cUVW ODQJDNLQR 'DP &RXQWWVQ&ledﬂeM&%@LaROQML-QSS
¢UVW 3DKLDWXD 2SHQ FKDPS[TeagnymemBer New Zealand vs Australia at Euroa 24
¢UVW O0DQJDNLQR 'DP &RXQW WOCol®HIBIFSP SLRQVKLS
1982 second Pahiatua Open championship Team member New Zealand vs Australia at Masterton, 6
¢UVW :HVWHUQ 6KHDUV 2SHQ FMampP EBR@WKLS 5DJODQ 6L]
RWKHU ¢QDOV EHWZHHQ Team captain New Zealand vs Australia at Euroa, 23

(cUVW $JURGRPH 6KHDUV 5RW RUober 1982{IgstFKDPSLRQVKLS
Team captain New Zealand vs Australia at Masterton, 5
March 1983 (won).

Above: +H\ ZKR V WKDW XS WKHUH ZLAldve: BHN ZRRGY WRKRDNW RENHKHUH ZLWK
1HZ =HDODQG V 3ULPH OLQLVWHU &XYWHILMNWK. BROSRDRH OLQLVWHU ODOF
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Shearing magazine’s

New Zealand Shearing & Wool Industry Hall of Fame
Machine and Blade Shearers

Objective category: World individual or teams champion- Tony Dobbs Fairlie (b 1962): world individual champio
ship winner for New Zealand (year), supported by at least 1988; world teams champion 2026. New Zealand Golflen
three major New Zealand titles: Blades 19 times between 1983 and 2024; NZ Spring Stjears,

Roger Cox,Hawera (b 1952): world individual and team¥/aimate 16 times between 1985 and 2024, MacKehzie
champion 1977. Golden Shears 1977-78, 1980; Southefars 1991, 1993, 1995. Master Shearer 1985.

Shears 1974-1979; National Circuit Masterton 1975; N&&vin Walsh, Temuka (b ¢1960): world teams champipn
Spring Shears, Waimate 1977, 1979, 1980; Otago Balcluli®92. New Zealand Corriedale 1978; South Island Shgarer
1977, 1978, 1979. Master Shearer 1975. of the Year, Gore 1978; National Circuit Masterton 19¥9;

Godifrey Bowen MBE, Te Puke (1922-1994): world teamsZ SPring Shears, Waimate 1988. Master Shearer 1993.
champion 1977. New Zealand Royal Show (New ZealaAtin MacDonald, Piopio (b 1961): world individual ang
championship) 1956; Auckland championship (Hamiltoitg§ams champion 1994. Southern Shears open champioriil992,
1948, 1949; Waikato A&P 1956. (Incomplete record})995; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate open champion 1890;
Master Shearer 1975. National Lamb Shearing champion Riversdale 1991; WeS§tern
Brian Quinn MBE , Alexandra (b 1941): world individual Shears open champion 1992, 1993. Master Shearer 1991.
and teams champion 1980. Golden Shears 1965, 1967Rs8| Avery, Stratford (b 1967): world individual champig
1970, 1971, 1972; NZ Merino Shears 1968, 1970, 1972808; world teams champion 1998, 2008; Golden Shegars,
79. Southern Shears 1966-1973, 1981; NZ Spring Sheltgsterton 2005, 2007; NZ Open 1995, 2000, 2007; Ngrth
Waimate 1968-1971; 1974, 1978; Otago Shears 1967468nd Shearer of the Year, Te Kuiti 1990, 2000, 2005, 2007;
1970-73; 1980-81; NZ Lamb shearing Riversdale 19787 Shears circuit 2000, 2003-04; 2006, 2008; Taihape|(12
1980. (63 open titles). Master Shearer 1975. times). Master Shearer 2001.

Martin Ngataki, Port Waikato (b 1943): world teamgcam Ferguson Waipawa (b 1984): world individua
champion 1980. Golden Shears 1979; National Lamb Shelzgmpion 2010; world teams champion 2010, 2012. Galden
(Raglan) 1977, 1978, 1979; Western Shears, Raglan 1974Sigars, Masterton 2010; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 2009,
1979-81; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1975; National Circaf@13-14; South Island Shearer of the Year, Gore 2010.
Masterton 1976; Pahiatua 1975. Master Shearer 1975. Master Shearer 2012.

Peter CasserlyOmarama (b 1947): world blade shearingowland Smith, Ruawai (b 1989): world individug
champion 1980. NZ Golden Blades 1975, 1976; Omaragk@ampion 2014, 2026; world teams champion 20R6.
Merino Shears 1995. Southern Shears open blades 1$mdden Shears, Masterton 2013-14; 2016-2020; 2023; [New
(World record holder 353 lambs in nine hours, 197&Zgaland champion 2013-14; 2016-19; 2021; North Island
Master Shearer 1979. Shearer of the Year, Te Kuiti 2013-15; 2017-19; 2023;
Colin King MNZM , Rangiora (b 1949: world teams>0uthern Shears 2013, 2016-2019. master Shearer 016.

champion 1984. Golden Shears, Masterton open champlehn Kirkpatrick ONZM, Napier (b 1970): worlg
1982, 1987, 1988; National Circuit Masterton (six timeghdividual champion 2017; world teams champion 2008,
NZ Spring Shears open champion 1982, 1983, 1986, 198¥14, 2017. Golden Shears, Masterton 2002, 2008, 42011-
1991; NZ Corriedale champion 1980, 1983, 1987. Masfet; NZ Open 2008-09, 2012; Southern Shears 2002-2006;
Shearer 1983. 2008-09; 2011, 2014; Poverty Bay 1995-2001; 2004, 2Q08-
John Fagan MBE, Te Kuiti (b 1950): world teamSOQ; 2013, 2015, 2019, 2024; South Island Shearer of the

champion 1984. Golden Shears, Masterton open champiGA" G0re (€ight times). Master Shearer 2007.

1984: Golden Shears, Masterton Invitation lamb shéd@athan Stratford, Invercargill (b c1978): world tea

Johan Frederick (Rick) Pivag Kaitaia (1950-2013): 2005, 2016, 2019, 2023; New Zealand Shears circuit 2012,

world teams champion 1985. National Lamb Shear, Ragfiht8-19- Master Shearer 2014. o

1982; Pahiatua Open 1984; NZ Spring Shears, Waim&é&® O D Q 2 G&gdin® (& 1990): world individuz
1982; National Circuit Masterton 1987; six times Goldethampion 2019; world teams champion 2019, 2026. §ew
6KHDUV ODVWHUWRQ RSHQ ¢ QD eajamd @UMW|BHGS€@QH,BQ2H8025_; New Zealand
David Fagan KNZM, Te Kuiti (b 1961) world individual Golden Shears 2020. Waimate 2015; Rangiora 2018, 2022,

champion 1988, 1992, 1996, 1998, 2003; world tea2>: Ashburton A&P Shears 2019.

champion 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1998, 2003, 20T0a Henderson Kaiwaka (b c1993): world teams champin

Golden Shears, Masterton Open (16); NZ Open (18%26. Golden Shears, Masterton 2025, 2026; New Zeadland

National Lamb Shear (17). 642 open championships worigpen 2025; Otago 2023, 2025; Southern Shears 2025, 2026;

wide 1983-2015. Master Shearer 1985. North Island Shearer of the Year, Te Kuiti 2024, 2026;
Pahiatua 2023, 2024; Otago Balclutha 2023, 2024.
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Shearing magazine’s

New Zealand Shearing & Wool Industry Hall of Fame
Woolhandlers and Pressers

Objective category: World individual or teams champion- Joanne Kumeroga Whanganui (1969-2015) worl
ship winner for New Zealand (year), supported by at least individual champion 2003, 2005; world teams champlon
three major New Zealand titles: 2005, 2008, 2012. Golden Shears, Masterton 1995, 2001,
Susan Puhipuhi/BiddIe, Hastings (b C1963): world 2004, 2010-12; NZ Merino Shears, Alexandra 1995-96;

individual champion 1988. New Zealand champion 198§998’ 2000, 2007, 2011; New Zealand Woolhandler ofithe

. . r 1991, 1993, 1995, 1997-99; 2001, 2007; NZ Spling
iggg’ iggg: M:xﬁgvsag’axl,%%%sl_%g’ 1990, 1996; Taran %@ars, Waimate 1991, 1992, 2000, 2002, 2006, 2009,

Patrick Shelford, Turangi (b 1965): world individual 20+ Master Woolnandler 1995. _y
champion 1996. Golden Shears, Masterton open champrylg'€€ Alabaster,Taihape (b c1984): world individuz
1985, 1986; New Zealand Woolhandler of the Year 1981ampion 2008, world teams champion 2010, 2012. ifew
1986-1989, 1994; NZ Merino Shears, Alexandra opéiaiand champion 2004-06; 2009, 2011-12; 2014, 2918,
champion 1987; Mossburn full wool open champio 19; North Island circuit 2006, 2012, 2015, 2018-19;

) OE- ; nnevirke 2007, 2010, 2013, 2015, 2018; Wairarapa
\l,\?g(;hi%dllggigggséll\lz open champion 1993, 1997. Mas re-Shears 2014-16. Master Woolhandler 2008.

yn Herbert, Te Awamutu (b 1979): world tea

Tina Rimene, Masterton (b ¢1970): world teams champiol§€/Y" | D anp

2000, 2005. Golden Shears, Masterton open champion mglo_n ZQ%O' N%r(t)h Islan_dzté;rz%ug2_()28,22(_)13—1i, 2020,
1997, 2009; New Zealand Merino Shears open champittp2-22; Taihape 2011-15; -21; 2024; Hawkes Bay
004, 2005, 2009: New Zealand Woolhandler of t 5, 2010-11; 2025; New Zealand Woolhandler of fihe

Year 2004; Wairarapa Pre-Shears 1994, 2000. Mastefr 2014. Master Woolhandler 2012.

Woolhandler 2000. Joel Henare Gisborne (b 1990) 2014, 2017, 2026; Golden

Leanne Peetj Taumarunui (b c1975): world team hears, Masterton 2013-2020; 2023-2026; New Zeajand
champion 2000. New Zealand champion 2000; Norfie!ino Shears 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021; New Zeafand
Island Circuit 1999; Western Shears, Raglan 199gampion 2010, 2015-2017, New Zealand Woolhanfler
Taumarunui 1998, 1999, 2000; Hawkes Bay 1999, MasBlthe Year 2008-2012; 2015-2021; 2023, 2026. Magter
Woolhandler 2000. oolhandler 2014.

Subjective category: By reputation and deeds (no access to
world championships) their names endure through New
Zealand's shearing industry history and folklore:

James Apes (1855-1938) Michelle Anderson/Harrex (1963-***)

Alex Hutchinson (1865-1943) Darin Forde (1965-**)

Rimitiriu Raihania (1868-1934) Leon Samuels (c1983-*)

Jimmy Power (1869-1902) Vorne Wheki (1962-)

Ihakara ‘Ike’ Robin (1886-1968) Jeremy Goodger (€1985-

Bill Vella (1886-1971) Vinnie Goodger (c1987-)

George Stuart (1890-1953) (Citations for each of the above candidates being prepared
Bill Higgins (1894-1939)

Johnny Hape (1900-1969)
Percy de Malmanche (1902-1968)
Bill Richards (1907-1995)
Claude Waite (1911-2000)

Bill Meech (1914-1985)

Ivan Bowen (1915-2007)

Les Richards (1917-2000)
Godfrey Bowen (1922-1994)
Bing Macdonald (1928-2004)
Murray McSkimming 1931-2017
Makaore Potae (1934-2001)
Ken Pike (1938-2025)

lan Rutherford (c1940-**)
Barbara Marsh (1943-2014)
Jack Dowd (1946-*+*

Mavis Mullins (1956 -**+*)
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Alan MacDonald: World champion 1994

We posted on Facebook a few weeks a go, a list of ffeove: ,PDIJHV IURP $ODQ ODF'RQDOG V Z
PDQ\ SODFHV ZKHUH $0DQ OLFNHZL@[QFLQJB 5\2/3U l s QLAMMKHEQGLYLGX

second in shearing competitions. It was an investigatioht

KH WHDPV WURSE

of Mickey's own statement made many years ago tha
had been "a helluva lot of times second".

While successfully proving the point he himself h
made, we note he hasn't spoken to us since then. That's
probably because our paths haven't crossed in daylight
since that post. But we always intended to do this — follqw
XS ZLWK D OLVW RI WKH SODFH
to balance the ledger.

So, here goes — wins in New Zealand at:
Agrodome Shears, Rotorua 1990, 1994, 2000, 2001,

ZKHUH KH KDG FRPH ¢UVW M

1991, 1993, 1997, 1999; Horowhenua Shearing Spdts  BUSY North Canterbury run
1992, 1993, 1998; Kinloch 1995; Kopu 1992; Mackenzig/

Fairlie/Omarama 1991; North Island Championshi &OHD Q UHOLDEO
Feilding 1993; NZ Autumn Shears, Whangarei 1992; Mainshear November-ApriI

Spring Shears, Waimate 1990; Oamaru 1993, 1998; O
2007; Opotiki 1986; Otorohanga Shearing Sports 1947, Pre-lamb May-September

1998, 2000; Pahiatua 1995; Poverty Bay, Gisborne 19p1
Rakaia 1997; Rangitikei Shearing Sports, Marton 19
Red Fox Maramarua 1992, 1995; Southern Shears,
1992, 1995; Stratford A&P 1991, 1996; Taihape 19 5
Taranaki Shears, Stratford 1996, 2000; Taumarunui 19p2 Ph M k M
1996, 2000; Tauranga 1992, 1995, 1996, 1999; Te Kd{iti

Multi Breeds Circuit 1997; Wairarapa Spring Shear One I e Organ
Carterton 1991, 1995; Waitomo Caves Sports 19

Western Shears’, Raglén 1992, 1993; Whakatane 1 1 021 251 7742

1992, 1993. (Total 58. L RWH 2XU UHFRUG SULRU WR

are incomplete and we know MacDonald was winni g@@&i@ﬂ[@\&@@m

New client enquiries welcome

record when we can. (Ed.)

Kvw

4V

W KH

VKRZV VHYHUDO \HDUV EHIRUH
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Learn Your Warm-Ups
Every year over 9,000 days are lost to
injury in the wool sector. That’s a lot of
SDLQ IRU QR JDLQ 7DKL 1
are designed to help everyone raise their
game in the shed. You can learn short
warm-up routines that help prevent
back strains abww.tahingatahi.co.nz.
B A few extra minutes of simple stretches
7DKL 1JAWDKL LV DQ R QmakeXxHezBiayDbnotéRitaRtive to a day could save your back and boost
that uses video clips to pass on skills new entrants. your wallet.

and safety tips to farmers, shearing ~ -
contractors and shearers. YDISE SIABYIDISE W e Y| RI ZLGHU H'RUWY
to revitalise the wool industry

Our aim is to: and will be integrated into the
reduce common injuries by JRYHUQPHQW V QHZ P RQ MRE
30% and prolong careers training initiative Kaiaka Wool
build a stronger, more skilled ~ Industry Training NZ.
workforce

Visitwww.tahingatahi.co.nand sign up to show your support for t
great industry.

For business support to make the best use of the programme, plea;
contact Bronwyn Campbebapport@tahingatahi.coo0272436979

‘t
TAI.!I ‘L‘\i“‘: NEW ZEALAND
NGATAHI \\\s SHEARING

CONTRACTORS Don't Blow Your Wrist
With main shear looming, now’s the
time to prepare the body for those big
orrc s s WORKS, tallies. Blown wrists are really common
among shearers who hit the board hard
after a bit of a break. Just like the All
Blacks wouldn't play a test without a
pre-season or any warm-up, you need
to make sure you're in good nick before
you pick up the handpiece. You can
learn simple warm-up routines that help
prevent blown wrists at
www.tahingatahi.co.nz.

67%<
(.5

on Facebook

Shearing magazime 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 51



Tribute: Laurie Keats, MNZM (1933-2026)

%\ 'RXJ /DLQJ 6KHDULQJ6SRUW

lan Laurie Keats, MNZM, the man known as the Father

of Golden Shears, died at Masterton on 11 August 20p6,

aged 92. Masterton, Wairarapa and the Global Shealfing

World of which the area became competition cential

gathered at Masterton's War Memorial Stadium a wgek

later to celebrate his life.
Laurie's casket rested atop a bale of wool in the Stadiyim,

which, apart from two Covid years has been converted ipto

a woolshed for up to four days of international competitipn

each year since the Golden Shears was founded, With

instant success, in 1961. After some stern debates,|the

Golden Shears International Shearing Championshijps

6RFLHW\ ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG LQ PHSWHPEHU DQG WKH ¢ UVW

event was held just six months later.
Raised at Auchreddie, the farm on which he grew up

in the Opaki-Mikimiki area north of Masterton, and t

name of which was branded on the dutiful bale, Laurie héldove /DXULH .HDWV 01=0 WKH IDWKHL

almost every role possible in competition manageme8L FWXUHG LQ ODVWHUWRQ V :RRO 6KH

from competitor to Golden Shears president, which QG 6 KHDULQJ WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW

Eiescggqsii'ﬁg_lm’ and patron, which he was at the tImelto\];vas formed at Euroa, Australia, in October 1980,

The movement saw the Golden Shears of Geat Briti{goWing meetings at Masterton during the second world
established in 1963, and further development worldwi ampionships earlier that year. Masterton has hosted the

el e R S SR .

1977, the event fo be held every 2-4 years becoming kn ew Zealand venue to host the world event, in 2017.)

as the Golden Shears world championships. Al ; k

As a result of being society president, Laurie becamé-2Ure’s elevation to the roles came at a time made even
chairman of the Golden Shears World Council whéliSier, coinciding with a three-year term as the Opaki

iding representative on the Masterton County Council.

News of his passing stretched across the World, and,
extending condolences on behalf of the international
fraternity, current Golden Shears World Council George
Graham said from Ireland: “Laurie was a man of
extraordinary vision and a natural born leader as well as
being a devoted family man. It was an honour to have him
attend as our patron guest at our last Golden Shears World
Council meeting (in Masterton in March) and | also had
the honour of sitting next to him on the Saturday night in
ODVWHUWRQ IRU DOO WKH ¢QDOV

“It is because of Laurie’s foresight and 'people skills'
that the world of shearing and woolhandling is in such a
great place today,” he said. “Thank you Laurie you will be
sorely missed, please know you have left a lasting legacy
not only in Masterton but all over the globe.”

Despite the commitment, Laurie still found time to
become a globetrotting shearer about the age of 50,
shearing in such places as the United Kingdom, Yugoslavia
and the Falklands.

Another legacy is the Wool Shed National museum of
sheep and Shearing, established in 2005 just a few hundred
metres from the stadium, in two old woolsheds — the
Wilton woolshed from Rangitumau and the Glendonald
woolshed from Bideford — relocated to Dixon Street in the
town, and renovated for the purpose. In keeping with the
culture of the Golden Shears, the museum is run mainly
by volunteers.

As chairman of Wairarapa District YFC, which led the
founding of the Shears, or “Goldies”, as it's become known
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Above /DXULH .HDWV HQMR\LQJ D VKDQG\ ZLWK LatReOn@asifQll 6fkstdied \som8 BfQ F
(GGLH 5HLG\ SKRWR WOtsiz: DKHZDEBRHY DHRW V ZKKISF IC RGBWMIBDG® HG LQ WK
IRUWUDQV 7DVPDQ VKHDULQJ FRPSHWLWLRQ E\ /BXUdyHiIfedDWR DQG %WHU@L
IRXQGLQJ PHPEHU RI *ROGHQ 6KHDUV :RUOG &RéQweke® stud breeding, Golden

to competitors, he turned his dream dhe stadium, opened in 1958, coul KRH Eg \H/ D Lﬁj DPLRVULV(\?I% JDHVI bp
winning a big Open title to a lifetimehouse for one week a year a six-stan LVEKLHI W EHUWDLOO\
of administration. shearing board and pens which mad KH WKLOJV = ZRXO GQO L
But the handpiece was never fanousehold names of such shearin on traini hQ g Poland:
away, and in 2009, when trackedegends as Golden Shears Open7r}1<|_r|"’“r|‘:'{ng (s)\earse[?énEganP. H
down by media amid being bestowedhampions Brian “Snow” Quinn and ROD 8 FHOWUHG XSR [
a Member of the New Zealand Orde8ir David Fagan, and in its expansion3 ; ('3 local Q h ‘bod Q
of Merit (MNZM) in the Queen’s woolhandling champions such aégastmg t:uocal_s\;\r; tZer:(/eSC” R?W .
Birthday Honours, he was, at the agdoanne Kumeroa and Joel Henare. |, h Q 9t th hol QR s
of 75, crutching lambs on the farm.”  As with many involved in Golden[\(l: eezrs I 0 d (IaEWhO € grour;]),das '8
The following March he competedShears, family became involved, ew Zealand. Each person had to be
- ; WRDVWHG LQGLYLGXDOC
in the veterans events at the 50timcluding daughter Deb, who becamea( . NHY \RX |
Golden Shears, an eventwhichatpeak *ROGHQ 6KHDUV VH Elﬁlﬁ\g BJ,Q lDVé§HQlQJvE D PD:
chocked the stadium with as many amanager. Th idch Q| > “KH 7DV
2500 spectators. Son Evan died in 2022 and he ig, ' € Wworldchampionsz Q.

As Patron, he was among theurvived by daughter Deb, second wif h?qa\r/l\??/v”; ILDJO|?/r\}dK’ Il:)wasv?/oKn:'ucg R
spectators again this year, whedudy, stepdaughter Jane and stepso LG W EHOL SY H WKHUFE
the Shears, amid another Worl&tuart and Andrew, his grandchildrenE H W(\av HU WKDO PH 2DV
Championships, attracted 63@&nd one great-grandchild. + ROH ZLWK Q'RUOC & K
entries, making it the biggest-ever A funeral notice said donationsz U L(\?VW H R LW 7KH\ E
single shearing competition evento the Shear History Trust 06 0689D ELW R IQW KQH JOLVK O
worldwide. 0163116 00 would be appreciated. $K \RX DUH éQR UOG EKI

He called it$ O X F N \thé Ltitlel G VD\ 1R
of the book he wrote and which was *oR ok koK % '"“RX DUH PRGHVW
published in 2012, for he was shy oAnecdotes from Last Side to Glory: G VD\ 1R
the personal acclaim. Shearing'seditor first met Laurie "06 X W QRERG\ FDQ EHDYV

At the time of his MNZM, he told Keats in February 1990, having just
the:DLUDUDSD 7B ptatty$ émbarked on writing a Golden Shears, '\ﬂXYW PV\If||I<DR X‘Jvl\j \IéVH \Fgl_k;'g:
easy to look like you're important inhistory to be entitted / DVW 6L é%lﬁ w\ﬁD UW V(\g/ R YLVXDOLV]
the Golden Shears when you've gcﬁ (gtl)? Blans for mdeetinghthe n&an At a meeting in Hungary: “l was
200 volunteers working for you." ad been envisaged — at the stadium |

He never envisaged what the futur D\EH RU WKH *ROG %@W{/&%\)"’W@g@ IEII—_IW KP II_D
held when he won his first Youngor at his home ... L ting here i .
Farmers shearing competition in 1948, None of those things — as rando eSQ/ ?/vlttll—rg \?\}Ra me$ ||<n|g_;|\ ezr?_' ILI]H l<
aged just 14, and when 10 years latevould have it, we arrived in MastertonR 0G DUJX PQH WV + 7KH
he was “one of many” behind thefrom Hamilton and pulled into a RW GRLOJ QH RXJK 7
staging of a Masterton A and P Showarking space on Chapel Steet, ne UNHWL QJ E H(\%/ WHU"
competition which became the seethe :DLUDUDSD T7duidhy/ N IQD LOJ I
from which the Golden Shears grew.. KR FRPHY ZDONLQJ DO Fééb"Wk H \)'/\KIBCP-IW(X/ Q

It leapt ahead with the notion that.aurie Keats, the man himself! * ok ok ok Kk
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From the Irish Sheep Shearers' AssociatiGongratulations

I . i WR 3HWHU +HUDW\ RQ UHFHLYLQJ K
TrIbUte' Laurle Keats . DzDUG DW WKH 7RS RI & RRP VKRZ OD
In late 1973 John Allan, then Sunbeam Rural Divi

ON7KHUH DUH RQO\ HLJKW VKHDUHUV L
Manager, asked Euroa Apex Club if they would Q ‘

. . Nbe recognised as Master Blade Shearers.
a Trans-Tasman shearing event with Masterton llew 7 K ' OHJHQGDU\ EODGH VKHDUHU Z

Zealand. | volunteered to go to Masterton in March 1 74QHDU "HVWSRUW LQ &RXQW\ OD\R L
to see what was involved. That is when | met La rieFKDPSLRQ +H LV WKH RQO\ PDQ WR |
Keats, who took me under his wing, showed me what he)EODGH VKHDULQJ WHDP DW VL[ ZRUO(
did and supported me to bring it to fruition in Octoller 7R yoG WHDPV ¢QDOV ,Q KH KH VI
1974. This also of course involved the Golden ShfarsyHFRUG VKHDULQJ HZHV LQ QLQH
New Zealand committee and the Euroa Apex Clufj as 3 qywWHU +HUDW\ LV SLFWXUHG DERYH
well as many others. e HUWL FDWH IURP %LVFD DQG ,66$ F

In later years Golden Shears Australia was establi ROH 3HWHU DOG YHU\ ZHOO GHVHU"
at Euroa and the Golden Shears World Council wasjalso Q Q

created at Euroa in 1980, with Masterton New Zealdind,
Royal Bath and West United Kingdom and Eurpa,
Australia. This has provided a solid foundation for toddy’s
international shearing competitions.
Laurie and | had some very intense discussiorf at
times, but always with the same objective of maldng
competitions better and a showpiece of the wdrld
wool harvesting industry. With Laurie’s wisdom ajd

him. He was a really good bloke, a true gentleman.
Laurie, dear friend.

%HUQLH :DONHU IRUPHU &KDLU }(XURD 6KHDULQJ $VVRFLDWLRQ
,PDIJH /DXULH DQG %HUQLH ZLYWK WKH :DONHU .HDWYV &XS

Shearing magazime 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 54



Following famous whanau footsteps

%\ '"HV :LOOLDPV champion from 1973, Adrian Cox (Timaru) present in the
An intelligent perusal of the Golden Shears Honours Bo&tddium that year to see younger son Dean Cox (Pleasant
reveals several instances of names recurring —generat®esL QW ZLQ WKH LQWHUPHGLDWH ¢ (
apart. We are looking at examples of champion fathers aad just pipped for the same honour by Stratford's Paul
mothers being followed by sons and daughters. Followisigy HU\ LQ WKH LOQWHUPHGLDWH ¢
famous footsteps, as they say. GLUHUHQFH
6HYHQWHHQ \HDU ROG 6WHYHQ A&RIRSHps notuNiqWw, it certdidina rdfrdRocCuirance
so — he followed his father Robin Cooper of Opotiki ontmok place in 1996 when Adrian Cox and son Brendon both
the Honours Board at Golden Shears by winning the junitade the Top 30 at Golden Shears, but neither proceeded
WLWOH RQ ODUFK 5RELQ KDHeougRtQth&/sehlisVHQLRU ¢QDO MXVW
four years earlier, in 1972, along with the Roy O’Hdra
Memorial Trophy, which is presented annually for bést
RYHUDOO TXDOLW\ LQ DQ\ *ROGHQ 6KHDUV ¢QDO
There was another historic aspect to that 1976 junior

QDO DW ODVWHUWRQ =+ \HDU R[OG 0ODULQD %XUW RI )HDWKHUVWRQ
EHFDPH WKH ¢UVW ZRPDQ WR UHDFK D p*ROGLHVY ¢QDO DQG VKH
(QLVKHG WKLUG EHKLQG %YUHWW :DWVRQ RI 8WLNX DQG DKHDG| RI

lan Bell (Taihape), Stu Somerville (Invercargill) and Rolgin
Bolstad of Eltham. Two nights later, when all the evepts
had been completed, Marina Burt also received the Roy
29+DUD OHPRULDO 7URSK\ IRU EHVW RYHUDOO TXDOLW\ LQ D ¢QEC
But wait, there was still more to come for the Coopger
IDPLO\ £+ VHFRQG VRQ %ULDQ DOVR ZRQ WKH MXQLRU ¢QDO MXVW
two years later, in 1978.
A future New Zealand Wool Board shearing instructgr,
Garry Biggs of Pahiatua won the Golden Shears intermediate
QDO LQ DQG \HDUV ODWHU KLV VRQ 'DZVRQ %LJJV
(Carterton) won the 1992 senior championship.
Five years later came a veritable cascade of additions
to our list of inter-generational champions. Well, two
instances anyway! Colin Gibson of Oamaru, junipr
champion in 1966, saw his son Matthew Gibson take [the
junior red ribbon in 1997, and 1984 Open champion John
Fagan (Te Kuiti) did likewise, with son James winning the
VHQLRU WLWOH WR FODLP KLV ¢UVW VLIQL,;FDQW VSDFH LQ WK
over-crowded family trophy cabinet.
The list increased by one in 1998 with the senjor

Top 6WHYHQ &RRSHU RI 2SRWLNL DQ R«
*ROGHQ 6KHDUV MXQLRU WLWOH LQ

WKH VDPH LQ ERWK IROORZLQJ ID\
FKDPSLR@bove: $GULDQ DQG %UHQGDQ
6KHDUV 7RS $GULDQ ZDV VHQLRU F
LQWHUPHGLDWH UXQQHU XS LQ DQ
FKDPSLRQ 7KH &R[ ER\V DFKLHYHC
XLWL ZLWK %UHQGDQ ZLQQLQJ WKH 11
LQ DQG 'HDQ WKH VHQLRU FKDPSLR
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Above: 3DJDQ 5LPHQH IROORZHG KHU PRWKHU 7LQD 5LPHQH

RQWR WKH *ROGHQ 6KHDUV :RROKDQGOLQJ +RQRXUV %RDUG E\

ZLQQLQJ WKH 6HQLRU ZRROKDQGQLQJ LQ 7LQD ZDV D WKUHH

WLPHV RSHQ FKDPSLRQ DQG 3DJDQ FRXOG

ZHOO EH D VKRUW RGGV FDQGLGDWH WR FODLP WKH RSHQ WLWOH
VRPHWLPH L Qppdsitet 4 MONQH6oUDGOHK\ FKDPSLRQ

PRWKHU RI FKDPSLRQV

Tina Rimene of Masterton, three times Golden Shears
open woolhandling champion (1994, 1997, 2009) also
has two daughters in this select little group of achieverp —
Pagan Rimene (Masterton) won the senior woolhandling
title in 2006 and Larnie Morrell (Masterton) went onge
better — winning the junior woolhandling in 2007 and the
senior in 2010.

Then came a six-year wait for the next example akd

172

KHU\

1995's junior woolhandling champion Helen Bradley frosAbove: *ROGHQ 6KHDUV EHWZHHQ
P

Woodville via England might well deserve the title o/aUDGOH\ ZKR ZRQ WKH LQWHU
‘Super Mum’in this little saga. First, son Tegwyn Bradle)Y HQLRU WLWOH LQ

HGL

(Woodville) won the intermediate shearing in 2016 afid n
WKH VHQLRU ¢QDO LQ ROGHU qflaXJ XGE A i ' R
the novice woolhandling in 2020 and younger daugh e W@w -~ ﬁf‘a‘m? ng
Eleri Bradley won the same event in 2023, after having|to
wait through two years of no competitions until the Covl|d
hoax had passed us by. H:,'E@ﬂ
With the study of genealogy no longer the precise sciefice
WKDW LW XVHG WR EH LQ GD\V RI \RUH 6DPH PRWKHU GLUHUH
father" as my Old man used to say, can complicate ygur
UHVHDUFK LW LV SRVVLEOH ZH KDYh PLVV.1G6 VRFR 1 XA0U0LHUYV
this little item and if that's the case, apologies in advange.
But are we likely in the near future to see any further
examples of “children emulating parents” to join th
GLVWLQJIJXLVKHG OLVW RQ WKH +RQPXI'\V 0£2DI'GYV DW *ROCHND 6KH
Well, quite possibly. We note, for instance, James Braddjcl.
from Eketahuna won the senior shearing title in 1984 gnd
Justin Meikle (Oamaru) was junior shearing champipn
in 1993.
But hey, no pressure whatsoever, Hemi Braddick |..
Ngaio Hanson (nee Braddick), Marika Braddick ...and fo
SUHVVXUH ZKDWVRHYHU 7\H OHLNOH $QG DEVRUXWHU\ GH¢{QLWH
categorically none at all, Mark Grainger, Jack Fagan .|.
6R KRZ GR ZH GH¢{QH SUHVVXUH" $ IRUFHL SUERIH/Y_RQDO
golfer and six times major championship winner Lde
Trevino was well known for his sense of humour. "Pressire
LV ZKHQ \RX UH SOD\LQJ IRU ¢YH EXFNY DQ5G "R Y RS0V JIRW

J

W
IRU

DUV

O\

two bucks in your pocket."
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Dave Wolland (1943-2026) —a tribute

%\ 'RXJ /DLQJ
JRUPHU *ROGHQ 6KHDUV 2SHQ ¢QDOLVW 'DYH :ROODQG D ODVWHU
Shearer, innovator and entrepreneur, died at Pahiatua on

Tuesday 30 June 2026, aged 83.

'DYH ZDV RQH RI WKH ¢UVW VHKHDUHUYV WR WU\ KLV KDQG DW,
FRPPHQWDWLQJ DQG ZDV WKH PDQ® EHKLQG WKH ¢UVW 79 6KHDULQ/J
Series. He was winner of the YFC Open Blue Ribbon|at
the Golden Shears in 1973, and sixth in the Golden She¢ars
2SHQ ¢QDO ZRQ E\ (GGLH 5HLG\| WKDW \HDU DQG WKH ¢QDO
won by Norm Blackwell 12 months later. He was one pf
the 28 foundation recipients of the Master Shearer Award
announced at Golden Shears in 1975, and was managgr of
the New Zealand Trans-Tasman series team in the 1976-

1977 season.

Dave had already embarked on an innovatiye
administrative pathway, which saw him initiating one ¢f
the greatest coups of the era for the image of competition
shearing as a sport and its participants as athletes — ABSve: 1THZ =HDOD QG

Sunbeam World Masters television series in 1985. 7 DVPDQ VHULHV 'D Y|_||_|D.PR g gQD g‘]GH UO I,_:
He cut his entrepreneurial teeth helping establish tL?H G MDFNHW \RX FDQ LPDJL Q H KR
Pahiatua Shears in 1971, and saw it quickly become a maéop& HDUV ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 6KL H O G ;

event, the prelude to the Golden Shears a few days late
ODVWHUWRQ DQG LQFOXGLQJ WKt Q%Q%Q&IRQX/@AJ HFE%%I’D Ig\/\lgtLlR
also helped establish.

The Golden Circle drew together the best shearers acréssl | RUH WKH *ROGHQ 6KHDUV DQG F
the North Island and the grades in a series of about six wedlge arriving from the South. In the one day as many as 200
shearers would pass through the Balfour Stud woolshed
beside State Highway 2, just south of Pahiatua.

On the back of having played representative rugby in
the Bush forward pack before the union’s 1970 merger
with Wairarapa, he turned to commentating the games,
and commentating shearing competitions, graduating to
the microphone at the Golden Shears, broadcasting to the
VWDGLXP IURP DWRS WKH VFDuUROGI

The crowning success was his involvement with the made-
IRU 79 6 XQEHDP :RUOG ODVWHUV ZL\
best, commentated by Dave Wolland and rural broadcasting
legend Frank Torley, the producer &R X QW U\ &DO'
and$ 'RJTV 6KWRZDV (OPHG ZLWK D V
LQ $XFNODQG DQG LQ WKH ¢QDO 6l
world champion and 1977-1978-1980 Golden Shears Open
FKDPSLRQ 5RJHU &R[ IRU WKH ¢UVW

Dave was born at Pahiatua, the son of dairy farmers
David and Florence Wolland and brother of Bernard, Cedric
and John (the Great Raihania Shears treasurer) and of
sister Julianne. He went to Konini School and St Joseph’s

‘H UHTXLUH VWDt IRU RXU EXV\ VX|pPQaleg®, MasteranfrommRihere he returned to play rugby

'"HFHPEHU WKURXJK pWLO $SULO D fp GfaRKormX arsliacanmereEshgayer in the early 1960s, and
WKURXJK pWLO $XJXVW *RRG ZRUN |HwhenR\CAnpaet@rWwWLWXGH WRZDUGV

RXU FOLHQWY DQG IHOORZ vWw|pi Mave's gecaqpvwiife &icki, said he told her his parents

7UDYHO DQG PHDOV SURY LG H¥anted him to become a bank manager, but he “just really

wanted to play sport,” and as well as rugby, he played

cricket, tennis and later stretched out with the woods and
(PDLO R"FH#PFFRQDFKLHVKHDitbhal tHeRPaQijtua Golf Club.

He also became a shearing gear supplier, with a shop in
Pahiatua, and having started his shearing OE until close to
Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association 50, worked in the United States, Wales and Australia. On his

Member ShearNZ return to New Zealand, he entered the real estate business,
working in Masterton, Palmerston North and Dannevirke,
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where he met Vicki Spicer. Following this, he bought thie
Dudley Arms Hotel in Mangatainoka in 2006, a few hundre¢d
metres from the historic Tui Brewery.

They staged speed shear events in the garden bar and jwere
hosts when a Super 14 pre-season rugby match was played
in January 2010 between the Hurricanes and the Blues in
front of 8000 spectators, just down the road at the fafm
paddock that had been the home of the Mangatainoka RFC.
At the time Dave was coach of the Pahiatua-based Blish
club Senior B team playing in the Manawatu competitions.

It gifted possibly the best night in the tenure at the Arnjs.
However, he was the pub’s last publican, deciding not|to
renew the two-storey 1919 building’s licence in 2014,
and sold to new owners who renovated the building af a
homestead. He also trained horses at Woodville Racecourse,
including at least one winner.

JRUPHU *ROGHQ 6KHDUV RSHQ ¢(QDOLVW DQG HYHQWXDO SUHVLGHQW
and Golden Shears World Council chairman Greg Herrick’s
competition days overlapped those of Dave Wolland, Qut
Greg recalls noticing him at North Island shearing meetings

at the forefront of the “belly rule” dispute in the early-mid 2 YH ROODQG DQG OLVV *ROGHQ

1980s, where the New Zealand Wool Board tried to gtk RUHQDDU IRQGOLQJ WKH IDEXOI

shearers to change the pattern they'd grown up with forP PHUDV 7KH 1HZ =HDODQG WHD P\

HDVH RI VHSDUDWLQJ IULE ZRRO PPERP ARRERW RZARPR ERWK DZD\ DW
Dave's proud, continued use of his red New Zeala®y QG KRPH ODVWHUWRQ O0DUFK

team blazer — in colours suiting series-sponsor Sunbeam, SRLQWV UHVSH

FWLYHO\
|

EXW DOVR FODLPHG IURP VWRFN I : i
&RPPRQZHDOWK *DPHV RVFLDOV t@{&%’;fﬁi‘iﬁ(&&,ﬂ%ﬂf% 9@%9@9}(“5“3

3,W ZDV UHG DQG , WKLQN ZH XVH
two, and borrowed a couple of others,” Herrick said. “The
thing about Dave was, he wasn'’t afraid to give anything a
go. Another thing, he was as clean a shearer as any around,
barely leaving any second cuts — even when doing shearing
blindfolded demonstrations."

In 2009, with Vicki, Dave made a trip back to Wales,
where he picked-up the shearing gear he'd left behind years
earlier. In 2010 he was sixth in the Golden Shears 50 years
celebration over 65s veterans event, and he last shore a sheey
about six years ago, in the paddock at home, although Vicki
says it appeared half-shorn.

'DYH LV VXUYLYHG E\ KLV EURWKHU
sons Nigel and Stephen, daughters Michelle and Simmone,
second wife Vicki and daughter Toni, and six grandchildren
and one great-grandchild. The celebration of his life was
held at the Pahiatua Town Hall on 6 July 2026.

Above: 'DYH :ROODQG SOD\HG HLJK JDPHV IRU %XVK 8QLRQ
EHWZHHQ DQG EHLQJ GHVRULEHG LQ WKH 5XJE\
$OPDQDFN FRYHULQJ VHDVR DV D SURS ZLWK D ORW RI
DELOLW\ 5RQ +RUWRQ DQG ODF $RWDH ZHUH RWKHU SURPLQHQW
shearers to represent Bush Union during that period.
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3DJHV DQG SKRWRV IURP -DFN )DJDQ V ZHOO WUDYHOOHG GLDU\

Golden Ticket to the World
With a clean handpiece and a packed suitcase, | was rgady
to board the plane to Barcelona. Just three days and gnly
a few hours of sleep since the New Zealand Shear .
&KDPSLRQVKLSYVY LQ 7H .XLWL D KRXU ALJKW IHOW OLNH WKH
SHUIHFW RSSRUWXQLW\ WR VZLWHK Ru DQG UHFRYHU

I'm fairly certain | gained a few new wrinkles from
smiling so much after the Te Kuiti prizegiving. Winning i
my hometown, on the 40th anniversary of the New Zealahd
Shearing Championships, was a dream come true. To spy |
was elated would be an understatement.

I’d been invited to Spain and the Basque Country by Jogep
IURP %ROHWLQ (VTXLODGRUHV WR VKHDU DQG WUDLQ ZLWK GLUHUHQV
teams. A two week, high-energy trip of shearing, exploring,
eating, and hunting. An incredible opportunity.

-RVHS DQG , VHW Ru IURP %DUFHORQD RQ DQ NLORPHWUH
drive, cruising at an average speed of 160 km/h. O
memorable stop was in a small town near Pozoblanco, wh &rino capital of the world. This region is where merino

ne
aman burst out of a restaurant, waving his arms and shou L - P
HIFLWHGO\ LQ 6SDOLVK +H UDO ViIFRIeRSpdRtRieosaioeinn ey weo
door Op@ftn' 'd nl_iver seer;hs_omeorge fmove ‘{V'th SUACh.??'m 5 vily contaminated with straw and hay. In some cases,
energy, It was ike something out of a cartoon. AS It WMLy, warg still burn their wool or discard it in the paddocks.

out, he was a local shearer, full of passion and enthu5|asr% KHDULQJ GD\V KHUH DUH VWUXFW

for the cratft.
2XU GHVWLQDWLRQ ZDV &DEH]D G S \neR Qs 2L G5 attiSHaring unti

DP IROORZHG E\ D VXEVWDQWLGO V
cigarettes. Lunch is served around 3pm, another large meal,
EHIRUH ¢ QLVKLQJ VKHDULQJ EHWZHH
at 10pm, rounding out the day with, unsurprisingly, more
FRuHH DQG DQRWKHU VPRNH 7KH FX
At times, it feels like you'd need to take up smoking just to
(W LQ TP FRQYLQFHG WKDW QHZER!
a shot of espresso.

=]
«Q

Above: -DFN )DJDQ VKHDUV IRU DQ DV
%DVTXH &RXQWU\
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That said, the hospitality is exceptional. There’s a genu
curiosity about the Kiwi approach to shearing, and a strg
willingness to exchange stories and knowledge.

JURP WKHUH |, WUDYHOOHG WR
Bilbao in the Basque Country. | was met at the airport
Joseba, a bearded man with the strength of a bear. We qu
bonded over shared interests in work, travel, and hunt
Between us, we managed conversations in English
French, though Joseba speaks six languages.

The Basque Country spans northern Spain into the Pyre
and southern France, with its own distinct culture a
language. Basque is the oldest living isolate language in
world, meaning it has no relation to any other language. W\
around 800,000 speakers, it dates back as far as 3000—

by
ckly
ng.
hnd

hees
hd
the
ith
1000

ODGULG EHIRUH A\LQJ QRUWK W

I

BC. The Basque people have a long history of exploratiam;
VKHSKHUGLQJ DQG FRG ¢(VKLQJ LIQ WKH $WODQWLF
We ran a two-day shearing course near the Pyrenees.|The
shearers were open-minded, eager to learn, and incredibly
welcoming. People often ask why | share my knowledge|so
I[IUHHO\ 7KH DQVZHU LV VLPSOH
by lighting others. After work, we explored the mountains
in search of roebuck. Although we didn’t have any success
hunting, walking through the Pyrenees was an experience
unlike anything I've seen before.
One of the most striking aspects of life in Spain and the
Basque Country is the emphasis on social connection. Gpod
food, shared meals, and a touch of alcohol create a wgrm,
inviting atmosphere. Drinking is almost always accompanied
by eating, a habit New Zealand could adopt to help curb pur
binge drinking culture.

D FDQGOH GRHVQTW ORVH LWV Al

D P H

What | admire most about the shearing industry is the
work ethic and passion people bring to it. If you want o
earn more, you increase your productivity—it’s that simple.

There’s something to be said for a system where re
UHAHFWYV RXWSXW
with that mindset.

Travelling through Europe has reinforced the importancqg of
cultural respect and the willingness of others to learn another

ODQJXDJH $V .LZLV ZH FRXOG DQO EHQH¢{ W IURP OHD
EDVLFV RI 7TH 5HR 0—RUL DQG LPSPURYLQJ RXU SURQXQFLDWLRQ

a sign of respect for the country we call home.

MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY

Requires quality shearers and woolhandlers
for permanent or seasonal work.
*RRG UDWHV RUHUHG PX|V

Phone Tony 027 693 3010

,PDIJLQH WKH NLQG RI VRFLHW\ ZH FRXOG EXL

rd
D G

UQLQJ WKH
D

Above: IURP OHIW -RVHED 8JDO 00
5RVVHO OLNHO $QLEDUUR O HO

-RVHED $WWDUG DQG ,SDU $UULQGD

%HLQJ RSHQ PLQGHG DQG ZLOOLQJ W
music, food, and, most importantly, people. Language is one
RI WKH JUHDWHVW JLIWV \RX FDQ Ru
share experiences is something truly valuable.

During this trip, I've visited royal palaces and seen how
past generations lived. Yet, in many ways, the modern shearer
enjoys a more comfortable lifestyle than kings did two centuries
ago. Air travel, quality food, hot showers, and the opportunity
to work in some of the most remote and remarkable places in
the world, all while earning a good living.

| feel incredibly fortunate to experience this chapter
yon@side BaD garkebld people.

S3HRSOH RIWHQ DVN 3:KDWITV QH[W
all roads lead to Rome. But for a shearer, all roads lead to

ODVWHUWRQ LQ WKH ¢UVW ZHHNHQC

See you there next year.

GH
LN
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%\ '"HV :LOOLDPYV
For several years in the 1960s the winner of the Golden
Shears open championship at Masterton also receivgd a
two-month trip to the United Kingdom to undertake shearipg
demonstrations and training sessions for British sheargrs.
These had been arranged largely by Godfrey Bowen, chief
shearing instructor with the New Zealand Wool Board, who
had himself undertaken a couple of ‘demonstration tours] in
the late 1950s and earlier in the 1960s.
6WHZDUW 6\PRQ RI *LVERUQH ZDOV WKH ¢UVW *ROGHQ 6KHDUV
open winner to be so lucky in 1964, his journey coinciding
ZLWK WKH sUVW %ULWLVK *ROGHQ[6KHDUV FKDPSLRQVKLS DW WKH |%DW
& West of England Show at Shepton Mallet, in Somerset.
Bing Macdonald went in 1966; Brian Quinn had gone the
year before and would do so again in 1967, accompanied-by
Golden Shears senior champion, Peter Lintott. Above: 7THG .HOO\ DQG 7RP %URXJK LQ
Quinn won for the third time in 1968 and should hav HDVXUHG XS IRU WKHLU 1HZ =HDOD

been packing his bags for another couple of months on ;
other side of the world. But he decided that he would haErt'%mh trip around the world sponsored by Merck, Sharpe

to decline the honour because of family reasons and that G RKPH WKH DJULFXOWXUDO ¢U
Yark ' i I '

*ROGHQ 6KHDUV ZLWK WKH WDVN shrgat 89 M998 s SRR e 9 i dlew

Brough of Aria was the obvious choice because he had place rang Bob back that night and said yes, I'd go. He was

VHFRQG LQ WKH RSHQ ¢QDO . _delighted and said all the right things about me being a good
On the Monday moming after the Shears Tom received 8hassador, etc. When | got my itinerary, | realised what a

phone call from Golden Shears President Bob Chamberlra ze it really was. The Golden Shears senior champion, Ted
Quinn had made himself unavailable and Bob asked Torgdy from Hawera would also be making the trip, as had the
he would be available to go in his place. Tom's immedialgnior winners in previous years.

response was “No thanks”. t 27- _Af T ;

5 GHcQLWHO\ ZDQWHG WR PDNH Bl ik iererd e mda it R BIbas o 7
win it for myself,” Tom explained in his autobiograpfifie aystralia with his father for the 1956 Olympic Games
:D\ LW (Faser Books, 2011). He was bearing in ming \elhourne. At 21, he and a mate had gone by ship to

the fact he had already been runner-up three times —to Edag Africa — his father had been there the previous year,

Macdonald in 1966 and twice to Quinn in 1967 and 1968&g|1owina the All Black ; B Il
0U &KDPEHUODLQ LQ KLV LQ¢QL, %{EV)' i éaci N ':pGEtO 8 Wb ountry was
WKDW HYHQLQJ WR WKLQN LW RY Hb Ry CHOH Do on

‘It was Larraine who talked me around, pointing out thatg, that score, Tom didn't want for some sound advice from
I might never win Golden Shears myself. It was a thre§se who knew what to expect, both from Tom and the two-
month mission they would be undertaking. Godfrey Bowen
provided the following summation in a two-page letter on
New Zealand Wool Board letterhead, dated 12 March 1968:

“l am not too clear on your full duties, but as far as | know,
mostly it is demonstrating at Golden Shears in England and
in America... Don't let this concern you Tom, you have the
ability and will do it easily. Rather relax and enjoy your trip,
and in turn you will give a better performance when called

If you want to settle down with good conditiofys
and steady work, shearing or woolhandling, yjou

) pan to do_so,

FRXOG QG D SODFH LQ WK H°EuSRE Bubne X he he 3 Wb Bood diary;

We work for some great people and we have Sgme&/ HHN RXW SODFHV RI LOQWHUHVW ¢£Q

great people working for us. There is alw#§yspositively apply yourself to get all you can out of this trip.

room for one more. For demonstrations the following guides:-

e ORVW LPSRUWDQW TXDOLW\ ZRUN
job regardless of what sheep you are given. Time is
secondary. Two minutes is fast to most people and never
be trapped into a speed shear, with the chance of cutting

RVFH#SDHZDLPXOOLQV||FR shgep and roughing work. . '
¢ Remember you are demonstrating an art, and make it

i i look like one. Control of sheep turned so public can see
_% N !
www.paewaimuliing.co.nz UK\WKP DQG ARZ DUH LPSRUWDQW
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* Always have good gear. Clean moccasins, trous¢rs,
towel, singlet etc.
* When called on to speak be prepared, a few well-chosen
words are so much better than “I don’t know.”
e :RUN \RXU VKHHS 'R D JRRG VKHHS WR VWDUW DQG ¢(QLVK
DQG LI RQH LV GLVFXOW EULQN LW LQ WKH PLGGOH 7U\ DQG
machine dag before you demonstrate. This is when you
pick your sheep.
* Be an ambassador of New Zealand and our sheep|and
wool industry. Acknowledge your sponsors, Goldgn
Shears, and a mention of the instruction scheme|all
helps the cause.
+ 1HYHU EH ODWH IRU DQ DSSRLQWPHQW DQG ¢(¢QG RXW EHIRUHKDQ[
who you are going to meet and their background.

* Be versatile to adapt to changing conditions and : 0
FDUHIXO QRW WR ULGLFXOH LI VERIZ98 ¥ 6 HAMMS B8 X0k U1 R
your known standards. President, Bob Chamberlain.
Godfrey concluded his letter with an invitation for Tom t

; : ; Zealand uniforms followed, after which they were all
?r?;;[ Ivr\],:;u; grl;cvri]lggg ?r%%jv?/gﬁ gjgsf:aer\r/gzsstance and note set\é‘(to go. Golden Shears President Bob Chamberlain and

The two months between receipt of Godfrey’s letter aRf§W Z€aland's managing director for Merck, Sharpe and
Tom'’s departure for Britain passed very quickly. The Ar gm%(h/lgDD)'UM\;VB)g SﬁWE)/DV\\//\elra at Vgegrbg'g)[](Alrportl R
community, orchestrated by the Rangimarie Maori Womery!

. : e months ahead.
:/Xghhv\;gn# :ﬁgugi\%gic(i);hgﬁg: di?gtgdae':aaer&r;g';ao%zﬁgg q olden Shears and MSD, meanwhile, had released details

Farewell Dance at the Aria Town Hall of the itinerary Brough and Kelly would be following,

“A very good crowd was present and spent an enjoya ether with brief biographies: Tom Brough (age 27),

; ; : ; rried with two children, had been shearing for about
evening dancing to music by Messrs Ken Crombie, Ivan P : e .
and Johnny Taitoko. Mr Dick Cheesman wished Tom a g ht years and his average daily tally in the sheds was 350.

trip and stressed how proud everyone in Aria felt that a lo had been competing at Golden Shears since 1961, had

= KH VHPL;QDOV ¢(YH WLP]
shearer had won this distinction,”the QJ & RXQW U\ w LF I—YV . ¢ g . -
UHSRUWHG >$QG 7HG .HOO\ ZDV J n'?‘?r—lls&f;ﬁf £ peats 58 epgsRIfng g nunting
(OWKDP FRPPXQLW\ @ armong nis hobbies.

Then, a visit to Masterton for “a hectic round of measur Ted Kelly was described as a self-employed shearer from

[ . . )
VHVVLRQV DQG EULH:QIV_ wR Jnw iR IR H SR N AR R R

shearers. Ted had competed at Golden Shears senior level
1 PD VKHHS D GD\ IRU VL[ \HDUV LC

Tararua Shearlng Ltl WLFEHV TKLUW\ ¢ YH \HDUV R[I DJH K

children. His outside interests included rugby football, at

which he had represented his district “in competitive play”.

Shearers and shedhands wanted. Between 23 May and 28 June the two champions would be
demonstrating the art of shearing (as Godfrey described it)

Must have good work ethics DW GLUHUHQW YHQXHV HDFK RI RC
i the Bath & West Show, Shepton Mallet, where they would
and be _rellable. spend four days, and the Royal Highland Show at Edinburgh
Accommodation, meals and for two days.
transport provided. 23 May: Central Wool Growers’ Centenary Field Day at
Work f id-N b Stamford, Lincolnshire
ork from mid-November to 24 May: Andoversford Market, Gloucestershire
end of March. 27 May: Wadebridge Market, Cornwall

28 May: Bideford Market, Devon

29 May-1 June: Bath & West Show

4 June: Abergavenny Market, Monmouthshire

5 June: Carmarthen Market, Carmarthenshire

6 June: Knighton Market, Radnorshire

7 June: Dolgellau Market, Merionethshire

10 June: Abergele Market, Denbighshire

11 June: Shrewsbury market, Shropshire

12 June: Three Counties Show, Malvern, Worcestershire
13 June: Brackenhurst Agricultural College, Southwell,
Nottinghamshire

14 June: Leyburn Market, North Riding, Yorkshire

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Associatign
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15 June: Northumberland County Show, Alnwick
18 June: Penrith Market, Cumberland

19-20 June: Royal Highland Show, Edinburgh
21 June: Perth Market

24 June: Dalmally Market, Argylishire

25 June: Inverness Market

26 June: Dingwall Market, Ross & Cromarty

28 June: Thurso Market, Caithness

One unnamed British newspaper reported on the t
shearers visit to the Perth market, towards the end of

tour: “An after-sale highlight at MacDonald, Fraser and Co

Mart, Caledonian Road, Perth, yesterday, was the visit by

world sheep shearing champions, who gave a demonstrg

of their craft.

“The demonstration was by courtesy of Merck Sharp &

'RKPH /WG D OHDGLQJ ZRUP UHPH
who have 22 subsidiary companies throughout the wo

... Tom Brough tried two time tests and took 62 seconds

VO
the
'S
WO
tion

nd
5\ cUP
Id.
at

IURP 1HZ =HDODQG

Above: 7TRP %URXJK VKHDULQJ DW WKH
Shepton Mallet. (Borthwicks Bulletin photo.)

WKH ¢UVW DWWHPSW IROORZHG E\ C
sheared a sheep while Ted Kelly described the method used.
“Mr EG Baldwin, sales manager of MSD, commented that
they were visiting a number of selected farms and markets
throughout Britain for the demonstrations. They'd had
excellent cooperation wherever they had gone and when at
PDUNHWY WKH SXEOLF KDG ARFNHG \
0OU %DOGZLQ DGGHG WKDW WKH VKHD
KRZ IDVW WKH\ FRXOG GR WKH MRE
they were at the craft.

3$ QXPEHU RI ORFDO IDUPHUV WRRN
WKH MRE WKHPVHOYHV DQG WKH UV
Haugh Farm, Aberuthven." (Photo opposite.)

Earlier that same week Tom and Ted had been at the Penrith

Above: Tom Brough at the Perth demonstration, guidn@ DUNHW LQ &XPEHUODQG ZKHUH WKH)

ORFDO IDUPHU 0U %LOO /LQGVD\
LQ WKH 1HZ =HDODQG PHWKRG RI

andl thdd Askéd fpDVdlnte&rE td tyXnalraind With a few tips
o Eth® exphe@sl

As may be expected, the four days spent at the Bath and
West Show was a highlight of the trip. The show was the
fourth to be held on the permanent site being developed on
meadow land near Shepton Mallet, in Somerset. The Show
Society had spent between £10,000 and £15,000 developing
the 130-acre show ground. New Buildings included a cheese
pavilion and an art pavilion, and more money had been spent
on a hard water-proof road through the exhibits.

“On the opening day, May 29, the ground was in excellent
condition after two rainless summer says with the thermometer
around 70 degrees. A combination of dry weather and bad

OXFN OHG WR D ¢UH DW WKH %ULW
“Wool of Britain” exhibit, where more than £10,000-worth

of damage was done to the wood and canvas pavilion and to
some of the collection of valuable all-wool fashion dresses.
(FromBorthwicks BulletinJune 1968.)

3peaking to New Zealand media on his return from
Britain in early August, Tom Brough admitted he and Ted
had found the British shearing methods “rather backward”
by comparison with New Zealand standards. “In Britain the
shearer is obliged to muster the sheep himself and act as shed
hand.There are no shearing sheds, and shearing is done in the

RSHQ 6KHDUHUV IUHTXHQWO\ JHW 3L
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TV show was to be a live telecast with

an audience of 8-10 million. ... Eric
>%DOGZLQ@ DUUDQJIHG I/
be taken up eight storeys to the studios

in London. There was a huge audience
MXVW ZDWFKLQJ XV JHW V
Ru WKH VWUHHW DQG LQ!
arrived in my blazer but had to put my
shearing clothes on for herding the
sheep, as no one else knew what to do.

“It took about two hours to suss out
ZKDW WKH\ ZDQWHG ,W
ZLWK DERXW ¢YH RU VL]
the variety show. They asked if | could
possibly shear a sheep in 2% minutes.
When | said | could do it in one minute
they were very sceptical. So we set up
the machine and | shore the worst one in
60 seconds to show them. The producers

Above: 7RP %URXJK DQG 7HG .HOO\ LQ G HPRQVWOBPED, BB toemonstation

“How long does it take to shear “So impressive was the NewIom shore the sheep in 44 seconds and
D VKHHS ZKLFK KDV [Zealarld&¢ lSach khhtForie farmer ifhey all lived happily ever after, you
KRUQV DQG D ORQJ WWale® Swaré tlatk M Hiue Zhat thelght say. Especially when, as they
Zealanders staggered onlookers at théwis had “faked it” and actually hadWere trying to drive the shorn sheep out
Royal Highland Show by shearing theGRQH VRPHWKLQJ WR QKR SNAIy e TE preseote handed
sheep — Scottish blackfaces — at theperation.” Tom £50 — he hadn't realised he was
rate of about a minute each. They were “Although they made up to 25 cents getting paid for it. “The whole thing was

told they would not be able to shear thsheep during a contract shearing stint fiite an experience, as we only owned

sheep at all. Kent both New Zealand shearers [sail Small black and white TV set at home
“ .. Shearers in Britain take far longerWKH\@ SUHIHUUHG FR&®Ha{MeRQV RI ZRUN L g
and perform their task in a manner whictheir own country.” And Tom concluded his memory o

would not meet with approval in any Before departing for home, MSD puthe grand tour in7KH D\ LW :DV
New Zealand shearing shed. The sheep a big function for the New Zealander§ould hardly believe | was so stupid to
often has its legs tied before the operatidn London, where a television companyj?@ve turned that trip down originally
and is sometimes placed in a cradle or drad requested an interview and shearirg‘qOI | was really grateful to Golden
atable. Shearers use both hands — doidgmonstration. Tom recalled thaPhears and Bob Chamberlain. | still
one side of the sheep with the right hanaccasion in7 KH :D\ L WheeV think of all the people who worked to
and changing hands to complete thead been a few stories in the locadet the Golden Shears up and running

operation with the left hand. papers around the country ... and th&ith no thought of gain for themselves.”
*k Kk k%%

Above:*ROGHQ 6KHDUV RSHQ ¢QDOLVWYV ZKHQ 7RP %YURXJK VHFRQG C

ZLQQOLQJ WKH WLWOH WHQ \HDUV ODWHU )URP OHIW %LQJ ODFGRQDOG
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%\ '"HV :LOOLDPV Mr Massey said if the war lasted much longer “we shall
If today’s wondrous deeds in the shearing sheds of the wdrée to ask the women of the Dominion to do more than they
make ‘headlines’ on television, social media or newspapédraye done in assisting us in regard to the wool industry. | have
chances are those deeds have been performed by wometthe slightest doubt that they will be perfectly willing and
/IHWTV VD\ WKHUHYVY D EHWWHU W&dp©QdgdaW\ ¢ IW\ FKDQFH DQ\zZD\
Perhaps half a century ago the odds might have been mokr Massey may or may not have known that eighty British
like 95-to-one against. (Feel free to debate my made-up-aemen had taken part in agricultural competitions in Devon,
the-spot statistics.) WKH \HDU EHIRU KLV YLVLW ([FHOO}
New Zealand’s Prime Minister, Rt Hon Bill Massey (185&vork was done, but the women excelled in the sheep shearing
1925) was in London during the Great War and made ttwmpetition, and their work compared favourably with that
following comments in a ‘lecture’ (reported in thlataura done by men in the neighbourhood DLNDWR ,QGHSFt
Ensignon 2 May 1917): “Practically the whole New Zealan8 August 1916.)
sheep population was shorn by machinery, which had beddertainly, the advent of World War Il and the departure
greatly improved and was now nearly as perfect as possiblerseas by the thousands of New Zealanders in uniform left
“Women had not yet taken part in shearing, but he knew @ rural workforce sorely depleted of ‘people-power’. But only
lady of a well-known family who, during the last two shearirfgr as long as it took our rural women to step up to the mark.
seasons, had looked after the sheep shearing machinerysamak of that stepping up to the mark history was captured in an
FODVVL{;HG WKH ZRRO 7KLV OD VakcefR&tHdIKYWH R QQGHTXIICWVHIGQ D BB QMWD IE
amount of experience and a very great deal of skill. The ldgyDianne Bardsley (University of Otago Press 2000).
did it satisfactorily and she did the work because her husbamind although the cover featured Grace Johnson of
ZDV DW WKH IURQW L H DZD\ RY MaHbdrbDgh, ghe#ringlaGhkdp @itMbladesztbelbook covers
a much wider range of farm-related activities as told by the
many women interviewed for and featured in the book.
The motivation for all that mahi described in Bardsley’s
book was nicely captured in verse by Joyce Young of South
Taranaki and titled “The Call of the Land” — published at the
start of Chapter One. The poem starts like this:

&RPH OHQG DQ HDU \RX PDLGHQV IL
$QG KHDU RXU FRXQWU\YV FDOO
:KLOH WKHUH LV VWLOO RQH ZRPDQ
7KLY ODQG VKDOO QHYHU IDOO «

The Hebberd sisters of Marlborough, Margaret and Jean
(pictured below) were two who, of necessity, took to the
blades during the war years. Their father had died in 1942,
leaving the sheep unshorn on their Queen Charlotte Sound
property. Naturally, the sisters picked up the blades and got
to work. They later achieved some “celebrity status” through
their exploits, including demonstrations in Australia in 1962.
We recounted some of their story in the November 2022
edition of Shearing magazine
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We now move beyond those demanding war years with ouknd Shearing magaziremploying investigative strategies
dissertation and pick up some more recent stories captutimgt would make any Detective-sergeant proud (thank
the incremental growth of women's involvement in oyou, Greg Herrick!), managed to track down some further
shearing industry. Thé Y H Q L Q Jn BV8Ilngton on 25 information about Alison Ryan. She returned to the family
July 1955 carried a story about “Another Male Strongholéirm after her two years at Massey and, with a brother, worked
being attacked by four girl shearers who had passed a tefdraher father, Tom Ryan, a hard-working, farmer, fencer,
Massey Agricultural College, Palmerston North (named aftemcrete post-maker and skilled handyman.
the afore-mentioned Prime Minister): In 1959 Alison was chosen to represent the New Zealand

“Their grandmothers would probably have looked dowkederation of Country Girls Clubs on a three-month tour
their noses and raised their eyebrows at the suggestionofM/estern Australia, sponsored by the Bank of New South
girls shearing sheep, but four New Zealand girls, studeWales. A story iThe Pres$6 February 1959) reported Alison
at Massey Agricultural College, Palmerston North, have riatd graduated with a Diploma in Agriculture from her time
only learned how to shear sheep the Godfrey Bowen watyMassey and while there had led the winning team in an
but thoroughly enjoyed doing it. inter-universities competition. Her time in WA was spent

“And against husky young men, taking a similar courséudying a wide range of farming activities.
at the college, “we kept our end up,” they emphaticallyln 1960 Alison married a neighbouring farmer, Philip
agreed. The girls are Clare Farrer, of Te Kuiti; Alisovallance. They produced four sons, Tom, Andrew, Jim
Ryan, of Ponatahi, near Carterton, Margot Thompson bfQG 3HWHU 7KH\ UHWLUHG RuGWKH
South Canterbury; and June Cresswell, of Geraldine, Saatb Masterton. Alison’s son, Andrew Vallance, these days
Canterbury. They are all taking a two-year course in sheepasterton accountant, says the skills Alison learned at
farming at the college and learning how to shear sheep Massey all those years ago turned out to be more focused on
been a part of the practical side of the course. dagging than shearing because she was so much faster at it

37KH\ KDYH DOPRVW ¢(QLVKHG W KHan RdR husb¥ridl! Ali€piadiga\dimButinos/ e Ahotage 90.
all swotting hard for examinations. However, according [tO
Alison, as a result of trying their hand at shearing they have
learned one important thing: “A lot depends on whether ylou
hold a sheep correctly when shearing it. If you don't, it can
EH PRVW GLVFXOW ~

“Slightly-built, auburn-haired, June Cresswell had another
point of view: “The sheep are a bit strong and heavy — it Was
all very well for you others,” she grinned, glancing at their
stronger builds. “I had tried blade shearing before, but hot
shearing by machine,” she added.

The (Y H Q L Qrela&dYial the sheep shearing instructipn
for the course had been arranged in conjunction with the
champion, Mr Godfrey Bowen, who had demonstrated his
technique to the group of 20 students. Although the sheep
were “very heavy” at that time of year, Alison Farrer said
the girls were unanimous that they had done just as well as
the men students.

All four students came from farming families or had
some association with farming. A successful completipn
of the course would earn them a Diploma in Agriculture |in
sheep farming. Alison Farrer said sheep farming was a gpod
business proposition and would provide a satisfying life.

We have vacanmes for professwnal shearers shed ands
BAVGI H JOYVIKEXUWRQ EDVHG VKHDULQJ UXQ
*.,_‘{.ﬂf HGDWLRQ WRS SD\ UDWHV DQG
steady,ymr@mmwwwmmm%mmﬁ%@aa o)

pre-lamb runs. Above: &DQDGD V )LRQD 1HWWOHWRQ D

ZKHQ VKH ZRQ WKH MXQLRU FKDPS|
3IKCR-QH 2 v F H

¢UVW ZRPDQ WR ZLQ DW ODVWHUWR
Grant Smith 0272 413 010 /HRJUHHQ IROORZHG 1HWWOHWRQ R

\HDUV ODWHU ZLWK KHU MXQLRU FK
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Harvey Collerton of ChartersTowers, Queensland, toldAnd like the Bardsley book mentioned in our introduction,
us more about Alison in his tribute, posted on FacebooRDF¢H VHW WKH WRQH IRU KHU SLHF

"6RUU\ WR KHDU RI $OLVRQ V SDVVEQY vRNHUIF JGLBWHZIH‘LBEEYH DOO
4

KHU ZKHQ ZRUNLQJ RQ WKH IDUP G%h’é@Jx‘é \l?-aFk UVERQLERNW BHIUH R
UHPDUNDEOH ZRPDQ FRXOG GR DQ\ RX @ RIPQOWR H OO
IHOWLQJ FRXUVHV RQ WKH IDUP FRX KgIZWJRV HSE F B RNK\G& Dpldd KW
IHHG KDG D JUHDW VHQVH RI KXPR D U F HY (R ,
ZHOO HGXFDWHG $0ZzZD\V VXUSULV e ; ‘3‘2$
WKH /DWLQ URRW ZRUG RI VRPHW spr AP fok]lore
$QG VKH GURYH WKH OHJHQGDU\ |n counryoenBstartingthe'
8QIRUJHWWDEOH \RX ORVW D ZRQ oo ousmg chorusof“Cllckgotheshears

Unfortunately we have not been able to track down Vel'%thlng could have been further from reality than the prospect
much information about the other three featured in thgt rowing up to be a shearer.
story, though June Cresswell later enjoyed a most successf&heanng was men’s work. If women had a place in the
career in equestrian events and showjumping. Marggéolshed it was at the end of a broom or bearing morning
Thompson may also have excelled in those events but Y afternoon teas, but never at the handpiece.”
FDQ W FRQ¢UP IRU FHUWDLQ &OD %cﬂ@.HtHrbﬁéhédQﬂéMéh&quﬁ&e blaBeOsh ke |
of Te Kuiti, who was also "Lord of the Manor” at Clapham rominent North Island shearer" Jillian Burney, winding
aged 66. (From thé Y H Q L Q,R53SRMakhber 1953.) The change had come little by little, over the past ten
Thirty years after that item was published, two moreHDUV ODF¢H VXJJHVWHG :RPHQ ZlI
women shearers gained some newspaper publicity for thekiearing scene, not as cooks and rouseabouts, but as fast an
H[SORLWY DW WKH WZHQW\ WKLUGWHRZKOH BDO Q\GS YR FARIRQV WKKHHDUWIHQV
championships at Alexandr&he Press7 October 1985 were working professionally as shearers in New Zealand,
reported that Jillian Burney, aged 25 from “Poi Poi” (truproducing tallies comparable to men, as well as producing
story) had won the senior shearing title after being the leadimgistanding results in competitions.
TXDOL¢{¢HU 6KH ZDV MRLQHG LQ W KHngdiiga paée\inGherkatho Wddd $v@sthbt divdyeasy,
of Cambridge, who gained fourth placing. Much more woukhd not always without challenge, but, said Aria’s Barbara
be heard of those two women in the years that followed. Marsh, partner in a contracting business with husband, Toby
7KUHH \HDUV ODWHU LQ $SULO MaldR¥dlQdvé&rh develdpHhEHitk $kD. /DR thid hassles
wrote a lengthy item forhe Pressinder the heading, “Women RFFXU LW MXVW FRQ¢ ;UPV \RXU FRPP
give shearing new image and prove themselves equals”. wantto be a shearer you just have to grit your teeth and do it. If
you want to be treated like an equal you have to act like one.”
Like most shearers, Marsh said she had worked her
internship as a rousie before moving to the top of the
ZRROVKHG KLHUDUFK\ DV D IXOO0\ AH
Said Burney, who had sometimes encountered “assumptions
PDGH" ZKHQ VKH ZDONHG LQWR D VI
farmer does is give you a broom!”

/LNH WR FRPH VKHDULQJ LQ WKH Ne)uéfrglandW@hBﬂa&dSYd@r\ertrammg manager Robin
L G CGHQWL¢(HG GHGLFDWLRQ PRW

. S. ‘W n invariably better at handling
:H KDYH MREV DYDLODEOH IUR pﬁ)cﬁs\au £§§m gentleness, and that's ¢

6HSWHPEHU DQG PLG 2FWRE Ugdﬁ/dlﬁéési&’?(fdrﬁhe% &nique is the secret, so

IRU VHDVRQDO VWD#% being generally smaller is no |mped|ment to women shearers.

Because they don't have the same “reservoir of brute strength

.1 \RXTG OLNH WR PRYH KH Ha%%ﬁe toa pay’, ivfprceg *E?Q/tweconomlse her actions

SHUPDQHQW SRVLWLRQV DYPL *%%%a“pwgﬁ %}} LEW to the world,
PERGHG *1HZ ~HD

SHRSOH $00 \RX QHHG LV D
\RXU JHDU women, travel the globe plying thelr trade, and according to
$FFRPPRGDWLRQ DYDLpDEEHWHUEXU\ FRQWUDFWRU 'RQ 7RVK
detached and highly lucrative lifestyle hard to escape.

“Once you get in, it's hard to get out. You don't have to
put dowi rocis. You can spend three months in the North
,VODQG WKHQ KHDG GRZQ VRXWK IF
Australia or the United States. You can go right round the
world shearing,” Don Toshach said.

Canadian Fiona Nettleton’s victory at Golden Shears
>SMXQLRU FKDPSLRQ @ ZDV D 3;UVW
Imdch & “steedy ciimi through the ranks” of a group of highly
motivated women in the past few years. Many more were
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shearing record 541 at Waipa Valley Station.

. OLFKHOOH $QGHUVRQ +DUUHI[ P
Merino Shears; represents New Zealand against Australia

¢ 1998: Michell Harrex wins South African open
championship.

1999, Michelle Harrex wins Omarama Merino Shears
open championship

And since the turn of the “new millennium” the milestones
have just kept coming, particularly in the “world record
tallies” department. For example
e 2007: Emily Welch shears world record 648 lambs in

nine hours (since beaten).
¢ 2009: Marg and Ingrid Baynes set two-stand lamb record
of 903 in eight hours.
For full details of all past record holders go to the World
Records Society’s website.

Present records/record holders:
2023: Sacha Bond, 720 strongwool lambs in nine hours at

Mossburn.
Above: %DUEDUD ODUVK RI $ULD ¢ U&XO&B: Megan\hijghend pbRe strpegavpahlambs in eight
6KHDUV LQ MXVW D \HDU DIWHWQUSBESaI yo LK\ V SLRQHHUL(%(J _
SHUIRUPDQFH 2024: Catherine Mullooly, 465 ewes at Nukuhakari.

completing New Zealand Wool Board courses to learn thad in 2013 Te Atakura Crawford added her name to the list
basics. And Canada's Fiona Nettleton had indeed gone "rigitéenior champions at NZ Merino Shears.

around the world shearing," gaining the skills and experience

necessary to win the Golden Shears junior championshigtiearing Sports Achievements

1988. She of course had a lengthy line of achievers precggige now to look back at some competition records from

her to Golden Shears. Pam Herlihy in 1963 and Barbgta advent of detailed record-keeping by Shearing Sports
Marsh in 1964 led the way, while Marina Burt (1976), Sugaw Zealand.

Muir (1980), Teena McColl (1985) and Scotland's Lynde91-92 competition season
OF.HQGULFEN KDG PDGH WKH *RGEHIHQ BKKIZRPU Y ¥RHBPW KAV PDGH ¢ QI

without winning. _  6HQLRU 7LQD 0OF&ROO 6WUDWIRUG
To summarise all the above, we produce this 'Potted Histor WHUPHGLDWH .DWK\ *LEOHWW :RF

of Women's Shearing milestones (no apologies for anythingson (Thames), one.

VLIQL{FDQW OHIW RXW -XQLRU .LUVW\ +RJJ 7DSDZHUD VL]
« 1940s-50s: Hebberd sisters shearing with blades i BSDUDX ¢YH 6DPDQWKD OF'RQDOG
Marlborough Naera (Masterton), one; Krissie Smallbone (Rotorua), one.

+ 1954-55: Four students doing sheep farming/shearin@ WHUPHGLDWH EODGHV 6KHOOH\ %
course at Massey
e 1963-64: Pam Herlihy/Warren and Barbara Margh
competing at Golden Shears
e 1969: Lois O’Donoghue wins junior competition gt
Motueka A&P Show
e 1971: Pam Warren shears 344 lambs at Pioi Station
e 1972: Pam Warren shears 332 ewes at Pioi Statiof in
OHDGLQJ ZRPHQYV ¢YH VWDQG |ZRUOG UHFRUG WDOO\ RI
lambs
e 1977: Joy McCracken shears women's 9-hr world recprd
137 ewes with blades
. -R\ OF&UDFNHQ VKHDUV ZRRHQ V XQRVFLDO ZRUOG
record 235 ewes with blades (9 hrs)..
e 1981: Ata Monds shears 408 ewes at Waipa Stafjon
Benneydale
e 1982: Maureen Hyett, Margaret McAuley and Glenda
Betts 1120 at Mataura
e 1982: Maureen Hyett 522 ewes, 569 lambs at Mossburn
. -HQQ\ 0ODQQWDQ PDNHV VHQLRU ¢QDO DW 1= OHULQR
Shears, Alexandra
e 1985: Jillian Burney (first) and Michelle Anderso
IRXUWK PDNH VHQLRU ¢QDO D 1= OHULQR 6KHDUV
e 1989: Jillian Burney sets women'’s world nine-hour lanpb
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1992-93 competition season +LWFK\ WKHQ EHJLQVY UHHOLQJ Ru [
2SHQ 1R ZRPHQ ¢QDOLVWYV places he has been to and the exasperated driver eventually
6HQLRU /L] 5RELQVRQ 7DXSR R Qthpsiite Buok and says, “Okay, mate, you've been ev'ry place

S (QWHUPHGLDWH .DWK\ *LEOHWW RN, &y dorrtYiéedany Bel® W get thEveW \

Hogg (Tapawera), four; Samantha McDonald (Te Kaha), Opgere the women haven't been

¢QDO SOXV WZR DV D MXQLRU = andso, could it he, about the anly place in the shearing world
“XQLRU $GHOO *UHHQKDOJIK 25 LyhldiwombtinaitRoty St BEsV s PO A& Mbkterton
Reynolds (England); six; Lisa Lawton (Gore) one; Cherd\WwpGLXP VWDJH DW SP R Q WKH ¢UV
Naera (Masterton) one. No pressure, Laura Bradley, Pagan Rimene, Emma Martin,
,QWHUPHGLDWH EODGHV ORQLFD 34iQfhom&h..cAAP GRlike our yappy hitchhiker on the

Fast forward to th023-24 season ZLW K ¢ J X U HedioPodsadejta (1000km north-west of Adelaide), they or
DYDLODEOH ZH KDG VL[ ZRPHQ P el suescessaswill Re abledprsall yipon belpiaplenty to get
Bradley 11), seven in the intermediates (Emma Martin 19),thgre, available from their shearing whanau just for the asking.
in the juniors and 16 novices. One woman, Evelyn McGregof*S Rachel Hunter might have said, “It won't happen
ZDV LQ WKH RSHQ EODGHV ¢ QDO DPVerghtyqutityit Rapper k(EvERW@IM) WKHUH zZDV
no novice grade back in the 1990s. ko x

Now, my turn to borrow someone else’s verse!) There’s an
Australian song from the early 1960s that we old-timgrs
remember well, called, fYH EHHQ H,YudttéhDKH UH"

*HRu ODFN 7KH RULJLQDO YHUVLR|Q VXQJ E\ /XFN\ 6WDUU JRHV
like this:

:HOO , ZDV KXPSLQ P\ EOXH\ RQ WKH GXVW\ 2RGQDGDWWD URDG
:KHQ DORQJ FDPH D VHPL ZLWK D KLJK DQG FDQYDV FRYHUHG ORDG
(Spoken by driver) "If you're goin' to Oodnadatta mate, with
me you can ride."

So | climbed in the cabin and | settled down inside
+H DVNHG PH LI , G VHHQ D URDG ZLWK VR PXFK GXVW DQG VDQG
, VDLG /LVWHQ PDWH , YH WUDYHOOHG HY U\ URDG LQ WKLV KHUH
land."

Above: )JODVKEDFN WR /DERXU :HHNHQ
LQV 6DP .HUU\ DQG -HU DQG D ¢
WDOO RQH VKRUH D ZKROH KHDS ¥
VKHDUDWKRQ WR UDLVH PRQH\ IRU

+ WKDW V ZKDW WKH\ GR

$QG ZH DUH SO H Bhédtiggrivéred tRe@yedtin
the November edition that year (Mol 6 No.3.) The manager
of the Landcorp Station where the shearathon took place
(Mawheraiti), Grant Craig, actually described the quartet as
'‘Mad Buggers'. (Harsh, harsh criticism!)

"After 24 hours, the four shearers had shorn 2911 sheep in
D FRPPHQGDEOH HuURUW WR UDLVH IX
Appeal for the elderly through sponsorship and wages.

"Local shearing contractor Sam Win organised the event
with the help of Mr Craig and members of his gang who
were willing to take part. Based in Ikamatua, Sam and his
WHDP EHIJDQ DW QRRQ RQ /DERXU 'LC
VKHHS WR VSDUH DW QRRQ RQ WKH
generous crowd.

"Sam led the way with 767 shorn, followed by Murchison
shearer Roger (Two Stroke) Simpson completing 727 (he
slowed down during the early hours of the morning when
it was thought the gang would run out of sheep.) Sam's two
EURWKHUY -Hu 7KH 5RFN DQG .HUU!
697 respectively.

"In the engine room, working quietly away all night, was
Sam's wife Gail. Preparing meals and smokos every two hours
was no easy chore , but she seemed to have mountains of food
ready at each break. The Ikamatua Hpéglerously supplied
the headache in the sun afterwards for all who stayed on."

* Kk k k k *x
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Remembering Les Laing (1921_1988) it took a shearing demonstration in

central Masterton by Ivan Bowen and

Bgé KH GLHG DIWHU D VKRUW LOO QHVV DW \gﬁoﬁ[‘)sz tht led I{OV}/OTm;ig” of theWR
DJH RI LO ODVWHUWRQ +RVSLWDO RQ Cﬁden_Sh%arsSInternatlonal Shearing
ODUFK ‘HOO NQRZQ|IRU KLV DUWLFOHV I\?;nrf)l(g]gvdgnorcéerfwy.embered the
and broadcasts on the Golden Sheafs ;
VKHHS VKHDULQJ FKDPSLRQVKLSV KHOG ggemrﬁgsgrﬁﬂg”tsh?%&‘go{garz'ﬁtlzrm:‘t
HDFK \HDU DW ODVWHUYWRQ O0U /DLQJ KDG o 500 ¢ dphp.

EHHQ FORVHO\ LQYROYHG ZLWK WKH VKHDUL Q@3 .~ disugggpgra"‘énonttﬁgcvc‘)’f‘ger
FRPSHWLWLRQ VLQFH WV LQFHSWLRQ LQ of Perry and Cr?a e?Streets durin
That's how the New Zealand Presp y P g

Association (NZPA) story introduced Oﬁ” o_Iem?hnstrCaItiogs. ' ?(;dd some
its obituary for Mr Laing, father of our shearing, nen t.laude wouid do some

; tating, [Hana Cotter and Jane
present Shearing Sports New Zealand commen
PHGLD RVFHU 'RXJ /DLQJ ZKR KDYV 7/DKDX GLG WKH ZRROKDC
now matched the eighteen years ( event attracted such interest as to

service to our sport put in by his fathe convince the right people that there
before him). Recently retired from his would be good public interest in a well-
organised shearing competition.”

“day job”, Les Laing's death came just * .
three weeks after he had covered th/eH vV /DLQJ ROGHQ 6KHDThe ficdt VillermatOR4R Golden

1988 Golden Shears as a freelancer. IXUWKHU ¢YH \HDUV L QS gt E‘?ﬁﬁ,\}ggz r&@fgﬁﬁ%ﬁg&
The NZPA informed us that Mr Laingthe rank of temporary second Iieutenané '

=<

had been born at Roxburgh in Central He later (from 1957) enjoyed a stint a&> theyyBay - (well, you know what
Otago and educated at Otago BoyODVWHUWRQTV ¢UVW SX, 2 UHOQDW, L Vv FHU
High School in Dunedin. He servedefore “progressing’ to journalism with %IC?%%Q&JWE‘%'”‘%!V&S” e\%}lly .
in the Middle East and lItaly duringthe :DLUDUDSD 7WRitdreps enh eﬁlrs c amplor}is |1|p unt ?ﬁ
World War I1. From Auckland Cenotaphradio stations and the New Zealan ar,tw en ne was unlwe - fle saw the
OLOLWDU\ UHFRUGV ZH% QRDGEDIANVEQGURRU S ﬁﬁl‘@f@'ﬁ‘\?‘g@w e PR
Leslie Laing (WWII 38047) was annews department in Wellington. A stor a I'Ot' :ES an codpr\ trali asda
architect and draughtsman based ibout Les The PRO man in Masterto tutrrr:a IiQI;]? uropl)g aﬂ us raﬁ\_ an
Otago prior to his enlistment in 1940in theDominionon 23 December 1958 Ie i th w;)r ¢ arlnlglloorlw Ip in
He served as a sapper (builds bridgesLes knows all the answers) described" 3”2 . the story concluded. th
FOHDUV ODQGPLQHV HQRZYVXS IpWXa\ Zhe/ & LR ﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁ' sgea
the 8th Field Company, NZ Engineerskeen swimmer (Wairarapa champion), ISDOZ N HUQ\G;S' f;]?m; ISt Wi |D'Ne
2nd NZ Expeditionary Force. Jaycee and a Lions Club member. : t T di to th w§|plaprSS|NZ
After the war he joined “J Force” It was reported that the idea for thexoh o > €PREC IO eFro o SRV
(a New Zealand military force of *ROGHQ 6KHDUV ¢UVW "-g\/‘ﬂ‘ )m ﬁé'yld <§'rjfh|é<§)006
some 12,000 soldiers sent to join the957 when a shearing contest organiseg 5 - T & TE ST o o
British Commonwealth Occupationby the Masterton Young Farmers’ Clu Izeasgﬂ. oug al_aso reporte f”
Force) from 1946-1948 to oversee that the Solway Showgrounds “attracteff’ X ekr_1 ea;ﬁ Insegl(l;rylears’ prior to
‘demilitarisation’ of Japan). On hisconsiderable attention”. But support'> ‘@<Ind 0N the rofe.
return to New Zealand Mr Laing spent dor the idea was slow in gathering and

Les Laing in World War I

The 8th Field Company,

New Zealand Engineers (8
Fd. Coy.) was a specialist
military engineering unit

part of the 2nd New Zealand
Expeditionary Force (2NZEF)
during World War Il. Formed

as part of the Second/Third
Echelon elements of the 2nd
New Zealand Division, the
unit's sappers provided critical
combat engineering support,
maintaining routes, clearing
obstacles, and building
infrastructure across North

Africa.

JURP *RRJOH
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Tiny but mighty! One of the
country’s smallest schools

puts Wool Shed to the test.

,WIV QRW HYHU\ VFKRRO WKDW FDQ (W WKHLU
entire student body, plus the teachdr,
inside a shipping container, and with
room to spare. For tiny Lee Stream
School, in rural Otago, it was eas
as pie.

The moment happened during a
two-week visit from Campaign for
Wool New Zealand’s Wool in Schools
programme, which brings a fully
kitted-out container of hands-on
wool education to schools around the
country.

Usually, one or two weeks on site i$
exactly the amount of time needed fdr
every class at a school to rotate through

wi‘fhc?ﬁéa:rg%ae”gfgf\,to%?gﬁrgé’gucgﬁsguch a novelty. “But | don't imagine KRVW WKH QRW IRU SUR¢\

tog pa ols able, entirely free experience for
DFWLYLWLHV DQG OH Dtgmage& %,@VWI?L U He&ldRdDsChdoll tat Gad albeady/R (

1 mrﬁgghsttr)egm where the roll stangi Schools container!” reached 33,000 young people,” says
at just 12 students. the whole school h€ container's arrival couldn’t have5\DQ 3:H GURS WKH FRQV
got to experience wool. and each othe?€€en better timed, coinciding withpick it up again afterwards, and we
all at once. Principal Kate Martin sayéhe start of the school's Term 3 wooprovide the written resources to go
because their tiny roll is “normal” for NAUITY- While Lee Stream's studentswith it, too. We get great feedback from
them, it hadn't previously occurred tcflready know their way around sheegchools who relish the opportunity for a
her that having a wholé school pos@”q shearing, as most come from farm#/ool in Schools visit and the valuable
inside the Wool Shed container wa&' lifestyle blocks, it was the journey ofnew knowledge the container brings.”
wool after it leaves the farm that really At Lee Stream — one of the country’s
coseesseses captured imaginations. smallest schools — having the two-week
BARROWCLIFFE % “The children loved pulling out the visit meant more frequent learning
SHEARING sheepskin and draping it over eacinteractions with the Wool Shed,
other, then grabbing the shearin@gnd opening up the container to the
Fancy work in the King Country, handpiece and pretending to shear oneschool community, too. “It became
1RY JHE DQG 0D\ -XQ\ @&bitheL,'RG@E 'says. As the containegpart of our learning rather than just a
Have you got: showcases innovative uses for stronRQH Ru ~ .DWH FRQWLQX
e *RRG ZRUN HWKLE" wool —such as the fuzzy yellow outehead back to class, ask more questions,
e 3RVLWLYH DWW LW X@Hennis balls — there were also signmake connections and then pop back
« Respect for fellow employees Of genuine surprise. “There were lotsnto the container again. It was really
DQG FOLHQWV" of ‘I didn't know that was wool! special to share the experience with our
e« S$ELOLW\ WR KDYH | mqnents. The kids are pretty keen fofuture students from the preschool and
«  Willing to take advantage of s to get some wool bandages for thieir families t00.” .
WUDLQLQJ RSSRU X‘éJIY\M/LFN?‘G NLW DW VFKRWRI®@ QBRFob6l Shed containers
ampaign for Wool NZ's Chair provides an immersive, mobile
Call Mark on 0275 544 433 Ryan Cosgrove says bookings for thelassroom for primary aged students,
Email: mjbarrow@xtra.co.nz containers —one in the North Island anG@ampaign for Wool also supports early
the other that travels the South Island learning with a Little Wool Learners
Member NZSCA and ShearNZ ¢ remain strong, but there are still plentkit for ECE, and Wool Kits that
—eiWho have not yet reserved a timeslot ttarget secondary learners (years 9 &
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RuUHULQJ H[WHQVL
activities that integrate wool into cor
subjects. Wool Dynamics is the tertiar
touchpoint, where architecture an
product design students learn how
utilise wool's impressive temperatur
UHJXODWLQJ DQG QRL
in innovative ways. “We find that
young Kiwis are really intereste
in more sustainable ways of living
understand the damaging impact
plastic and love to imagine all the way
wool can be used, now and for man
years to come,” says Ryan.

For Lee Stream, the Wool in School
visit might spark further learning in an
one of the 12 delighted students wh
grasped the opportunity to see, tough
and talk about wool. “As a school
we’'re really passionate about teaching

f

H UHVRXUFHV DQG

HEXuHULQJ TXDOLWLHV

children about the value of wool as
D QDWXUDO VXVWDL
FRQWDLQHU ¢ WWHG L

Kate says. “I'd say to any small rura

school considering a Wool in SChOO'%ampaignforwool CO.NZ

visit: absolutely go for it.”

T og th (g)l i choolsan interview with Ryan Cosgrove,

rﬁ % rﬁ?%i %) QRE%EI se contact Fiona Fraser

0 {5 AW n oMW QD#FRQWHQWPHQW FR
)

ol-in-schools/ or emaihdmin@ 027 501 3921
&DPSDLJQ
For further information or to request: HGQHV G D\

IRU :RRO OH
$XIXVW

Update on Mary's Lamb

Mary had a little lamb,

WV AHHFH ZDV ZKLWHI|pPV VQRZ

And Mary too wore woolly things,

Egﬁmgiwggxezgsi%ﬁ- arbed :H UHTXLUH VWD -XO\ 2FWREH[l DQG
Insilkar):dcrep?e-de-ch%g $FFRPPRGDWLRQ WUDYHO DQf PHE
The can they corned him in. 5HOLDEOH ZRUN DQG ZHDWKHU $PPpWW
; E B V\\// TRXQDFVX|WEHRUU ﬁ HJHRSO VC \IfIVCF; KSSFKH&/V V K Heh Soyment Agreement based on NZSCA

Now hardly worth the shearing

Since that market went to pieces

For Paris plans what women wear

$QG ADQQHO V ORVW L

So we must teach the world to shout

Our slogan;Use More Wool!"
+DZNH V %D\ TULEXQH

Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

6HS
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Champion merof the blades

%\ 'HVY :LOOLDPV Casserly, Shane (Twizel)Northern A&P, Rangiora 2007,
Our work to ‘digitalise’ shearing sports records andZ Spring Shears, Waimate 2002; Omarama 1997, 1998,
competition results for open machine shearing, blade shea#it§2, 2004.

the global is not so warming). Ol_Jr results mainly go backj_ggg,; NZ Golden Blades, Christchurch 1984: NZ Merino
the 1991-92 season when Shearing Sports NZ started keeg|ggles. Alexandra 1984

FRPSUHKHQVLYH UHFRUGVY EXW Z Y H EHH ;
ROUIOES CoWb SULRL Wit Ty (U IR Rl e 261e
For example, in our list of blade shearing winners belo ' ! N ’ . y N )
WJ Paisley of Ashburton won what was advertised as a rfﬁezrﬂlgggaﬁﬁinziﬁjhfgé% i%'gf 11%9916' 128%61%925 ’
Zealand championship at Ashburton in 1964. The res ' giora. y ’ ' '

FRPH IURP GLUHUHQW 1HZ =HD 'gﬁ? B;@ftfgbg'}fgg‘;?3@%‘}@%@5@%@&%&%{5@?&,

competition is held) and total some 317 ‘events’ (the yeal

WRRN SODFH ZKLFK KDYH EHHQ 25685 K3 Verhi e A het 80 N2 S g Shears,

, Waimate 1985, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1995, 1996, 2014,
BLADE SHEARING OPEN CHAMPIONS'INDEX 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2024: Oxford
Baynon, Neil (Kaiapoi} NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1968000, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2025: Reefton Blades,
1969, 1971 _ _ Inangahua 2016, 2018, 2025; Southern Shears Blades 1985.
?gg:‘rettNPetLer (CR;'LSFECEJFCh)} KOVl\/gggefiggzngé 3(-5996 Dobson, Sam (Fairlie):NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1970

y orthern f angiora s ; (0] . i .

Blades, Christchurch 1978, 1979, 1980; NZ Merino Blade2uckmanton, Isaac (Christchurch): Kowai-Sefton 2019.
Alexandra 1978; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1974, 19%@mmell, Allen (Rangiora):Ashburton A&P Shears 1993,
Oxford 1986, 1993; Southern Shears Blades, Gore 197809, 2010; Golden Blades 2000, 2017; Kowai-Sefton 1997,
1980. 2001, 2011; Northern A&P, Rangiora 1995, 1999, 2010,

Cameron, Colin (Timaru): NZ Spring Shears, Waimate2015’ 2017; Oxford 2011; Reefton Blades, Inangahua 2009,

1976, 1977. 2010, 2011
Casserly, Peter (Omarama):Golden Shears, Masterto Gibb, Stuart (Australia): NZ Golden Blades, Christchurch

1980 (world championship); NZ Golden Blades, Christchur _71' _ _ _
1975; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1975, 1978, 1980, 19@gbson, Neville (Rangiora):Northern A&P, Rangiora 1981,
Omarama 1995; Southern Shears Blades, Gore 1976. NZ Golden Blades, Christchurch 1982.

%LOO\ OLFKHOOH FKDPSLRQ DW 2PD
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Giles, Nobby (Ohoka):Kowai-Sefton
1985.

Gillespie, Dave (Christchurch):

Northern A&P, Rangiora 1991; NZ
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1990; NZ
Spring Shears, Waimate 1983, 1991,
Oxford 1984, 1994, 1997; Southern
Shears Blades, Gore 1981.

Hammond, Donny (Timaru): NZ

Championship (pre-1964) 1962; NZ
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1974,
1981; NZ Merino Blades, Alexandra
1981; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1981
Southern Shears Blades 1977.

Handley, Noel (Rangiora):Ashburton
A&P Shears 2003, 2007; Kowai-Sefto

h%?tgﬁe%r?%ééggghgli%?g1%%%8’2%%%Above: )LQDOLVWYV DW 1= 6SULQJ 6KHDUV :DLPDWH L

1998, 2004; NZ Spring Shears, WaimatO" 0pen championships in New Zealand competitigglsw: $OH[ ODFGRQI
1994, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2004, 2006® W 2PDUDPD

Omarama 1999; Oxford 1995, 1996macdonald, Alex (Rangiora): McKay, Andrew (Rangiora): Northern
1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2005, 200GuacKenzie Shears, Fairlie 1997, 1999A&P, Rangiora 1990.

2007, 2009; Reefton Blades 1999.  Northern A&P Rangiora 1972; NZpcKay, Scott (Timaru): Reefton
Hans, Elias (South Africa): Golden Golden Blades, Christchurch 1997Blades,’lnangahua 2019.

Shears, Masterton 2012. 1999; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate197 - elie Billy (Timaru): MacKenzie

Hepi, Bryce (Kaikoura): Kaikoura Omarama 2000. Shears, Fairlie 1998: Northern A&P,
2011. Marshall, Mark (Christchurch): Nz Rangiora 2002, 2004; NZ Golden

Hogg, Tim (Timaru): Northern A&P, Merino Blades, Alexandra 1979; NZg|ades, Christchurch 2002, 2003, 2006,
Rangiora 2023; NZ Spring Shears>Pring Shears, Waimate 1973. 2008, 2009, 2011; NZ Merino Blades,
Waimate 2012, 2023; Oxford 2024. McConnell, Mike (Timaru): Alexandra 2011 (50th anniversary
Karaitiana, George (Christchurch); Ashburton A&P Shears 2017; Northerrtelebration); NZ Spring Shears,
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1964, 196f0lden Blades, Christchurch 20102011; Omarama 1996, 2001; Oxford
Kennedy, John (Timaru): NZ Golden 2022; NZ Spring Shears, Waimat@008; Reefton Blades, Inangahua 2008.

Blades, Christchurch 1977, 2005; NBg s aore: 2033, 2019 Oxford 200 orman, Alan (Christchurch):
Merino Blades, Alexandra 1982. 5012 20 ' 9 Ganterbury Silver Shears 1970; Golden
12, 2014. Blades, Christchurch 1966, 1970.

Ntsombo, Elliot (South Africa):
Golden Shears, Masterton 1996.

pagl"ol( gz inVOiCing made easg O’Neill, Paddy (Ahaura): Southern

Shear Simplicity - easy to use payroll and invoicing shears Blades, Gore 1978, 1982;
. . . Oxford 1982.
software for shearing and contracting businesses.

iTiwiA “Ved i\
Support from experienced industry professionals
Save time by entering tally sheet data only once
Pay employees and produce payslips
Invoice clients and track payments against accounts

Produce PAYE, employee earnings reports and GST on receipts
reports

Integrates with MYOB IMS Payroll and Accounting applications
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20G,HOG $0 0D @shhutahD
A&P Shears 2019; Golden Shear
2020; Kaikoura 2026; Kowai-Sefton
2018, 2021; Northern A&P, Rangiorg
2018, 2022, 2025; NZ Golden Blades
Christchurch 2020, 2021, 2025; NZ
Spring Shears, Waimate 2025; Oxfor
2021, 2023; Reefton Blades, Inangahy
2020, 2021, 2023, 2026. (NB Allan's
world title was won at Le Dorat, France
in 2019.)
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MacKenzie 2009; Reefton Blades,
Inangahua 2006.

Watson, Richard (Medbury):
Ashburton A&P 2004; Kaikoura 2009,
2010, 2013; Kowai-Sefton 2004, 2005;
Oxford 2004.

Woodrow, Justin (Timaru): Northern
A&P, Rangiora 2005.

* k kkkk

Oldfield, Phil (Geraldine): Golden

Shears 2010; Kowai-Sefton 2017,
Waitaki-MacKenzie 2008; Reefton
Blades, Inangahua 2015, 2017, 2024

Paisley, WJ (Ashburton): NZ
Championship Ashburton 1964.
Perry, Dick (Rangiora): Kowai-Sefton
1972.

Rabela, Bonile (South Africa):Golden
Shears world championship, Masterto
2026.

Race, Peter (Timaru): MacKenzie p ssell Chris (Woodend):Kaikoura

Shears, Fairlie 1992; Northern A&F;]’2014; Northern A&P, Rangiora 2012.
ogohweni, Mayenseke (South Africa):

=

Blades, Alexandra 1985; NZ Sprin olden Shears world championshig

Shears, Waimate 1986, 1992, 1993/asterton 2017. _
2000, 2001, 2005. Sole, Alec (Waimate):NZ Merino

Richards, Les (Papanui):NZ Golden Blades, Alexandra 1983.

Blades, Christchurch 1965. Stockdill, KG (Ashburton):
5RUH\ $ODQ 6QR Nz [-@Hakuy pilver Shears 1969.
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1968,7 KRPVRQ % U L DA&shBbubtahg,
1969. A&P Shears 2008, 2011, 2013

Rose, Paul (Geraldine):MacKenzie

Shears, Fairlie 1994; Northern A&P; ]
Rangiora 1973; NZ Golden Blades1996; Northern A&P, Rangiora 2000

Christchurch 1972, 1973.

Opposite: 7TRQ\ 'R
1HZ =HDODQG
presented to him at Christchur
QLQHWHHQ WL
EHWZHHQ DQ $QC
Yl Q FRPSHWH EHWZHE
DQG Above: SBHWHU &DVV

Kowai-Sefton 1998, 2002, 2013 won the world championship at Golden
2015; MacKenzie Shears, Fairlie6 KHDUV 0DV W HlowiPget Q
Burnett won the New Zealand Golden

2001, 2008, 2009: NZ Golden Blades?? ODGHV WKUHH \HDUV LQ

Christchurch 2001, 2012; Waitaki-
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