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NO STRINGS ATTACHED.

FEATURING:
• 2 speed levels

• Continuous operation with two rechargeable batteries
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• “High speed” with 2,500/2,800 double strokes per minute

• Low vibration and quiet
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• Light, ergonomic and easy to grip thanks to “Soft touch” 
anti-slip coating

• Solid and durable

*Patent pending
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Greetings readers and Facebook followers and welcome to 
this 122nd edition of Shearing magazine, No 2 of Vol. 42. 
(Methinks we got the number wrong previous edition.)

For this editor, and no doubt many others involved in 
researching historical topics of their interest, the online Papers 
Past New Zealand facility is a 'gift' that keeps on giving. An 
item from The Press (Christchurch) dated 17 October 1950 
caught our attention: '65 Seasons with Shearers'. It told the 
story of a Mr Thomas Carrodus of Timaru, aged 79, who 
was about to leave for Grampians Station in the Mackenzie 
Country, for his 66th season. He had been wool classing there 
for the past 36 years.

�0�U���&�D�U�U�R�G�X�V���K�D�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���K�L�V���F�D�U�H�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���V�K�H�G�V���D�V���D���
�À�H�H�F�H��
picker' when, as a 13-year-old, he’d gone to Grey Hills 
Station. There he earned £1 a (six-day) week, working from 
5.00am to 5.30pm. Among other stations he’d worked at were 
listed Mount Royal, Mount Peel, Allandale, Black Forest, 
Glentanner and Simon’s Pass. Mr Carrodus said the most 
important thing for a shearing shed is a good cook. “In those 
days God made the tucker, but the devil made the cooks!” 
(And the butter was suitable for oiling a bicycle!)

The story also brought back into daylight the names of the 
best shearers he had seen in his life. “The early shearers were 
tough, hard-working and extremely honest men. Waimate 
was the home of good shearers and men such as Mick 
Kennedy, Johnny Frewan, Mick Kavanagh, Martin Sullivan, 
Jack Trotter, Harry Hill, Tom Claughton, Tom Goodwin and 
Jimmy McLaren averaged 170 to 180 sheep a day with blades. 
Matt Andrews, another famous shearer, had done 198 sheep 
with blade shears.” [Any contenders for our Shearing Hall 
�R�I���)�D�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H�U�H�"�@

The report concluded: “Mr Carrodus has been a show judge 
and also examines secondary school pupils in wool-classing.” 
A further search of our 'gift' revealed Mr Carrodus died at 
Dunedin in 1953, aged 82.

Meantime, we farewell more giants of our industry with 
tributes in this edition; step back into history with several 
other items apart from Mr Carrodus above, and hope there's 
something in our variety that may interest you.

Keep well, see you again in November.

Ka kite ano
Nga mihi, Des Williams
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Molyneux Stadium, Alexandra, 
Fri/Sat 2-3 October 2026

• Open shearing EF $70.00; TPV $4800.00
• PGG VETMED Nat. Circuit Round 1 EF $60.00
• Senior shearing EF $60.00; TPV $3200.00
• Open woolhandling EF 60.00; TPV $2600.00
• Senior woolhandling EF $55.00; TPV $1450.00
• Junior woolhandling EF $50.00; TPV $1300.00
• Novice woolhandling EF $30.00; TPV $400.00
• NZ Merino teams (2 shearers, 2 woolhandlers any 

grade) EF 70.00; TPV $2600.00
• Cover comb used in all events
• Reporting time 30 minutes before all events

All entries by 4pm 27 September 2026
Enter on-line via the Facebook page, NZ Merino 
Shearing Alexandra.
Enquiries: email nzmerinoshearing@gmail.com
Enquiries: PGG/vetmed national circuit: 
nznationalshearingcircuit@gmail.com

Programme of Events
 

FRIDAY 2nd October (Report time 7.00 am)
• Open Woolhandling Heats
• Senior Woolhandling Heats
• Junior Woolhandling Heats
• Novice Woolhandling
• Senior Woolhandling Semi-Finals
• Junior Woolhandling Semi-Finals
• Senior Shearing Heats
• Open Woolhandling Semi-Finals
• Tea Hour 6pm to 7pm (Teams Report 6.45pm)
• Teams Event Heats

SATURDAY 3rd October (Report time 7.00 am)
• Open Shearing Heats
• Senior Shearing Semi-Finals
• Open Shearing Quarter-Finals
• Junior Woolhandling Final
• Senior Woolhandling Final
• Teams Event Semi-Final
• Smokefree Teddy Bear Shear
• Open Shearing Semi-Finals
• Senior Shearing Final
• Presentations - Junior & Senior Woolhandling
• Evening Session (Report time 7.00 pm)
• Teams Final
• Open Woolhandling Final
• Open Shearing Final
• Presentations

What do you have to do to get on the cover of Shearing 
magazine, the Big Man asked. NZ Merino Shears 1998.
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 Successful seniors at Alexandra

If you want to settle down with good conditions 
and steady work, shearing or woolhandling, you 
�F�R�X�O�G���¿�Q�G���D���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���3�D�H�Z�D�L���0�X�O�O�L�Q�V���W�H�D�P������
We work for some great people and we have some 
great people working for us. There is always 
room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Aria: 022 374 4062 
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.

Email: �R
v�F�H�#�S�D�H�Z�D�L�P�X�O�O�L�Q�V���F�R���Q�]

Website: www.paewaimullins.co.nz

Above:���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���0�H�U�L�Q�R���6�K�H�D�U�V���V�H�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���������������I�U�R�P��
�O�H�I�W���� �-�X�V�W�L�Q�� �0�H�L�N�O�H�� ���2�D�P�D�U�X������ �6�W�H�Y�H�� �6�P�L�W�K�� ���$�O�E�X�U�\������ �5�R�E�E�L�H��
�6�F�K�U�R�H�G�H�U�����%�O�H�Q�K�H�L�P�������&�K�U�L�V���0�F�1�D�O�O�\�����$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�D�������&�K�U�L�V���-�R�Q�H�V��
���5�H�Q�Z�L�F�N�����D�Q�G���-�R�K�Q���7�D�Q�J�Q�H�\�����:�D�L�P�D�W�H����

Above:���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���0�H�U�L�Q�R���6�K�H�D�U�V���V�H�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���������������I�U�R�P��
�U�L�J�K�W���� �5�L�F�N�\�� �+�R�G�J�H�� ���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D������ �*�U�H�J�� �3�D�W�H�U�V�R�Q�� ���5�R�[�E�X�U�J�K������
�3�D�W���+�D�U�U�R�O�G�����$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�������6�K�D�X�Q���%�X�U�J�H�V�V�����$�V�K�E�X�U�W�R�Q�������$�Q�G�U�H�Z��
�7�D�U�U�D�Q�W�����7�H�P�X�N�D�����D�Q�G���,�D�L�Q���+�D�U�U�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����%�O�H�Q�K�H�L�P����

Above:���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���0�H�U�L�Q�R���6�K�H�D�U�V���V�H�Q�L�R�U���Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�H�U�V��������������
�I�U�R�P�� �O�H�I�W���� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�Q�H�� �/�D�Z�W�R�Q�� ���*�R�U�H���� ���W�K������ �6�K�D�U�O�H�Q�H�� �$�G�D�P�V�R�Q��
���*�R�U�H���� ���U�G������ �+�L�Q�H�� �%�L�G�G�O�H�� ���5�D�Q�I�X�U�O�\���� ���V�W������ �)�U�D�Q�N�� �1�D�X�J�K�W�R�Q��
���:�D�L�P�D�W�H�������Q�G����

Above:���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���0�H�U�L�Q�R���6�K�H�D�U�V���V�H�Q�L�R�U���Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�H�U�V��������������
�I�U�R�P���O�H�I�W�����(�U�D�Q�D���.�H�W�H�����7�D�K�X�Q�D�������/�H�D�K���%�U�H�Q�V�V�H�O�O�����$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�D������
�'�D�Z�Q���5�D�W�D�Q�D�����:�D�L�P�D�W�H�������1�X�D�O�D���1�X�N�X���+�R�X�O�D�K�D�Q�����1�D�S�L�H�U����

Above:�� �1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�� �0�H�U�L�Q�R�� �6�K�H�D�U�V�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V�� ������������
�I�U�R�P�� �O�H�I�W���� �'�D�Q�L�H�O�� �0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�� ���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���� ���V�W������ �&�K�D�V�� �7�R�K�L�D�U�L�N�L��
���,�Q�Y�H�U�F�D�U�J�L�O�O���� ���W�K������ �5�L�F�K�D�U�G�� �6�D�P�S�H�\�� ���5�D�Q�J�L�R�U�D���� ���W�K������ �%�H�Q��
�/�L�V�V�D�P�D�Q�� ���:�D�U�G���� ���Q�G������ �'�D�Q�Q�\�� �6�F�R�W�W�� ���%�D�O�I�R�X�U���� ���U�G������ �0�D�U�N��
�0�F�*�U�H�J�R�U�����:�D�L�N�D�N�D�������W�K����
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�:�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���V�W�D�‡���I�R�U���R�X�U���E�X�V�\���V�X�P�P�H�U���P�D�L�Q�V�K�H�D�U���I�U�R�P��
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���µ�W�L�O���$�S�U�L�O���D�Q�G���I�R�U���R�X�U���S�U�H���O�D�P�E���-�X�Q�H��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���µ�W�L�O���$�X�J�X�V�W�����*�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N���H�W�K�L�F�V���D�Q�G���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��
�R�X�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���I�H�O�O�R�Z���V�W�D�‡���D�U�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O����

�7�U�D�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���P�H�D�O�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��

�$�O�O���H�Q�T�X�L�U�L�H�V���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H��
�(�P�D�L�O���R�ˆ�F�H�#�P�F�F�R�Q�D�F�K�L�H�V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���F�R���Q�]

�R�U���S�K�R�Q�H���-�D�P�L�H���R�Q��������������������������

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
Member ShearNZ

Above:���$�O�O���S�D�V�W���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���1�=�:�&�$���F�K�D�L�U�V�����I�U�R�P���O�H�I�W�����%�L�O�O��
�'�R�Z�O�H�����0�D�U�W�L�Q���3�D�W�H�U�V�R�Q�����*�U�D�H�P�H���%�H�O�O���D�Q�G���7�U�D�F�\���3�D�W�H�U�V�R�Q����
���1�=�:�&�$���1�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���-�X�Q�H��������������

Why and How the NZWCA Began
���$�Q���$�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�R���$�*�0���,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���'�D�\���E�\���0�D�U�W�L�Q���3�D�W�H�U�V�R�Q��
As a founding director, I would like to thank all those who 
over the years, have been involved in the administration of this 
Association – giving their time and expertise – and who have 
made it to what it is today – a very successful organisation. My 
brief is: Why and how this organisation began.

During the 1980s there was much dissatisfaction by farmers 
in the New Zealand Wool Board; the wool prices were low 
and woolgrowers thought they were not getting value for their 
levies. By the end of the 1980s the Wool Boards in Australia 
and New Zealand were supporting the prices paid for wool. 
In 1991 the Australian Wool Board stopped supporting the 
wool prices, and wool prices collapsed in both countries. 

The dissatisfaction with the New Zealand Wool Board 
grew even stronger, and the NZ Merino and Mid-Micron 
woolgrowers formed their own organisations; Merino Inc 
�D�Q�G���0�L�G���0�L�F�U�R�Q���,�Q�F�����7�K�L�V���W�R���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G�¶�V���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\��
regarding the promotion and marketing by the Wool Board, 
and research by WRONZ of those wools; to my knowledge 
there was no similar organisation for strong wool.

By year 2000, the pressure for reform of the New  Zealand 
Wool Board brought about the engagement of McKinsey 
& Company, an international consultancy firm. At the 
end of 2001 McKinsey recommended the Wool Board be 

disestablished and its roles be taken over by commercial 
companies or entities yet to be formed. I was one of those 
chosen from the Minister of Agriculture’s Wool Group; to a 
group of 12 wool industry representatives that peer reviewed 
the McKinsey Report. McKinsey's recommendations went 
to a farmer vote in September 2002, with a 96% 'Yes' vote to 
McKinsey's recommendations. Then in July 2003, the Wool 
Board went out of existence after 59 years, with the formation 
of Meat & Wool, which later became Beef & Lamb.

McKinsey's recommendations brought about formation of 
the NZ Merino Company, with their wool suppliers being 
shareholders. Also: the formation of the Mid-Micron Task 
Force. Also: the attempt by Romney wool farmers to form a 
Strong Wool Company – which did not succeed. 

Before the formation of NZWCA, I was chair of Mid-Micron 
Wool Growers Group; then represented the New Zealand 
Wool Industry on a study tour of the USA Cotton Industry; 
then alone a tour of New Zealand Brand partners in England 
and Europe; then became founding Chair of M-Micron Inc; 
then appointed by the Wool Board a member of the Minister’s 
Wool Group; then appointed by the Minister's Wool Group as 

�1�=�� �:�R�R�O�� �&�O�D�V�V�H�U�V�� �$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �D�� �V�P�D�O�O���� �S�U�X�G�H�Q�W��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �V�L�W�V�� �I�L�U�P�O�\�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �D�Q�\��
�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�R�O���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�����$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���1�=���:�R�R�O���&�O�D�V�V�H�U�V���5�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P���D�Q�G���D�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\��
�I�R�U���Z�R�R�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q���Z�R�R�O���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���U�R�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q����
�7�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �L�Q�� �H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�� �V�L�Q�F�H�� ������������
�I�R�U�P�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���G�L�V�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�=���:�R�R�O���%�R�D�U�G��
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�H�G�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�U�� �U�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q����
�1�=�:�&�$�� �I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �F�R�P�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�P�H��
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
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an industry representative to oversee the 
McKinsey Report. 

Resulting from the McKinsey Report; 
which said there is no future in mid-
micron wool; the Mid-Micron Task 
�)�R�U�F�H�� �Z�D�V�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �D�� �Z�D�\��
forward. This involved the employment 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�Q�F�\�� �¿�U�P�� �R�I�� �'�H�O�R�L�W�W�H�V����
and employed Pat Murray, a marketing 
consultant ex of South Africa. Pat and 
I and did a tour of brand partners in 
Europe and England to see if there was 
a viable commercial company for mid-
micron woolgrowers using EPEA, a 
European environmental group based in 
Germany with such wool-using clients 
as Gabriel, Rhoner, Ford, Volvo, Ikea 
and others, with sustainable policies. 
Upon our return we consulted Deloittes 
and M-Micron Inc. 

Then Pat and I reported to the Wool 
Board that there was no commercially 
viable wool marketing company for 
mid-micron wool producers, and 
Pat’s contract was terminated. The 
consequences of that 'Yes' vote had 
�P�X�F�K�� �J�U�H�D�W�H�U�� �U�D�P�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�K�D�Q�� �P�R�V�W��
farmers ever thought about; being 
the skills training of shearers, wool-
classers, woolhandlers, and pressers; 
previously paid for by the farmer’s 
wool levies. 

WoolPro was the wool harvesting 
division of the Wool Board, and had 
been responsible for their training 
programmes. WoolPro’s role of 
shearing, woolhandling and wool 
pressing training eventually went 
to the new commercial business of 
TECTRA. WoolPro also maintained 
the registration of woolclassers, and Q 
Stencil holders, and the maintenance 
of the New Zealand standards for 

wool-classing. This role was vested 
by WoolPro to the newly constituted 
NZWCA Inc. 

It was clearly understood at that 
time the powers vested by WoolPro; 
gave the power to NZWCA Inc. (1) To 
maintain the Wool Classers Registry, 
and maintain the industry standards 
required of woolclassers. (2) The 
holding of refresher courses to maintain 
those standards, and deregister any 
woolclassers not maintaining those 
standards. (3) For it to be self-funding 
by subscription membership or by 
sponsorship. At the time it was thought 
that there should be independent 
scrutiny of wool-classing training 
and standards, with wool industry 
participation. Richard Gardner, CEO 
�R�I���:�R�R�O�3�U�R�����D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���R�X�U���¿�U�V�W���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V��

The inaugural committee members 
of NZWCA were: Richard Gardner 
WoolPro; Allan Frazer M&W; Graeme 
Bell, Barbara Newton, David Carr, Alan 
Gallagher, M-M manager and myself – 
Martin Paterson. 

We met at the Sudima Hotel near the 
Christchurch Airport to form a legal 
entity to take over WoolPro’s role. I 
had been involved in the establishment 
of Mid-Micron Inc, and so Alan Frazer, 
Allan Gallagher and I worked on the 
Mid-Micron Constitution to make it 
suitable for New Zealand Wool Classers 
Inc. – which was adopted. Graeme Bell 
�Z�D�V���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���¿�U�V�W���F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���R�I���1�=�:�&�$����

At that time, wool classing courses at 
Lincoln University had ceased in 1997 
and Massey in 1998, then they were 
funded by Meat & Wool and delivered 
by WoolPro until 2006, then taken over 
by TECTRA until it ceased in 2018. Then 
the Association worked with Lincoln 
University to continue their courses, 
which were delivered by their Telford 
campus. Subsequently Telford was sold 
to the Southern Institute of Technology, 
who continued to provide the courses, 
with the delivery of the programmes by 
Laurie Boniface and Richard Gavigan, 
until they retired in 2024. 

It is with some concern, that after 
all these years, there are still wool 
exporting companies running QA and 
Farm Assurance programmes that are 
not using qualified, accredited wool 
classers' stencils in their criteria, either 
in, or as part of their traceable delivery 
of wool. The stencil number on each 
bale shows that the wool was classed by 
�D�Q�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�U���� �Z�K�R��
proudly puts their stencil number on each 
bale, which is also required by the farmer. 

For this not to happen, tells me 
more about the integrity of their QA 
programmes than it does about this 
organisation and the classer’s stencil. 
Often the QA’s are just “tick box” 
questions, often on subjects that are 
more remotely related from the woollen 
product itself; e.g., environment, farm 
management and animal welfare, which 
are important, but mostly relying on the 
honesty of the answerer. It is well past 
time for those QA programme managers 
to get their act together.

To those classers and wool businesses 
that think it is not necessary to be a 
�¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���P�H�P�E�H�U���±���L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���D���X�Q�L�R�Q���±���,��
see it as an organisation that supports 
your registration – by giving credibility 
to your role – with its maintaining of the 
wool industry standards and regulations. 
the sub is a small price to pay. There is 
an old saying: "you only get out what 
you put in."

I understand, that unfortunately all 
the records of the New Zealand Wool 
Classers Assn prior to the Christchurch 
earthquake were munted in mud, and 
that Annette Gamble and her son did 
rescue some of them, but not all. I have 
with me, all my minutes of the meetings 
and correspondence during my three 
years chairmanship of 2010-11-12, 
being the three years prior to the Quake. 
If anyone has any minutes of the other 
missing years, I am sure Annette would 
be pleased to receive copies.

Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine

�:�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���V�W�D�‡���-�X�O�\���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���D�Q�G���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���0�D�\
�$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�U�D�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���P�H�D�O�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G

�*�R�R�G���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���R�X�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O
�5�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���L�Q���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���2�W�D�J�R

Employment Agreement based on NZSCA
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie

Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201

Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz

mailto:elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz
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�'�X�U�L�Q�J���P�\���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���P�D�Q�\���P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V���F�D�P�H���À�R�R�G�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N����
most good, some bad, many in frustration of what could and 
should have been achieved. I noted in the minutes of my last 
meeting that the reason for my resigning from the Chair of 
NZWCA was my lack of computer skills, since remedied, 
and my late wife’s battle with cancer. 

Chair: This may well be my last meeting, but I wish to 
�U�H�P�D�L�Q���D���I�X�O�O���V�X�E���S�D�\�L�Q�J���D
v�O�L�D�W�H�G���P�H�P�E�H�U���±���V�R���,���Z�L�V�K���W�K�L�V��
organisation well for its future. �0�D�U�W�L�Q���0���3�D�W�H�U�V�R�Q�����������0�D�\��
������������(With minor adaptations. Ed.)

�+�D�\�G�H�Q���+�L�F�N�H�\���R�I���:�6���+�L�F�N�H�\���D�Q�G���6�R�Q���D�Q�G���6�K�D�Q�H���6�D�Q�G�H�U�V��
�R�I���/�L�W�W�O�H���9�D�O�O�H�\���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�R�O���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�V���D���J�R���D�W��
�W�K�H���1�=�:�&�$���$�*�0���,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���'�D�\���Q�H�D�U���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�D���L�Q���0�D�\��

Extremely dangerous wool bale contam-
ination at WoolWorks Awatoto site. 

WoolWorks, via the National Council of NZ Wool 
Interests, has requested their “critical safety alert” to be 
circulated throughout the wool industry.

Here is a summary of the alert, including wording 
from the alert, pasted below: “During processing on 
�0�R�Q�G�D�\�� �����W�K�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�R�� �7�X�H�V�G�D�\�� �����W�K�� �>�R�I�� �0�D�\�@���� �R�X�U��
team discovered live ammunition in the drop tray of an 
infeed hopper. Discovering live ammunition that has come 
in from farm bales is deeply shocking and completely 
unacceptable.”

NZWCA joins with WoolWorks in expressing deep 
concern about this type of dangerous bale contamination, 
whilst also taking the opportunity to remind our members 
how important it is to always remain vigilant to avoid 
anything other than wool going into our bales.

It is understood that unfortunately the property the wool 
bale(s) containing the bullets can’t be traced because the 
bullets weren’t found in the hopper until further along 
the processing chain, when wool from multiple North 
Island farms was combined. ���)�U�R�P�� �1�=�:�&�$�� �1�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U��
�-�X�Q�H��������������

Top scorers in wool industry excercises at 
NZWCA Industry Day, 15 May 2026:

There were three wool exercises for attendees to test 
themselves with at our recent Industry Professional 
�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �'�D�\���� �2�G�G�P�H�Q�W�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �0�L�F�U�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��
Yield estimate, Merino Hogget Classing. Each of the three 
exercises had two categories of entrants, 1) Student/wool 
�K�D�Q�G�O�H�U���I�D�U�P���V�W�D
u���D�Q�G���������&�O�D�V�V�H�U���R�U���Z�R�R�O���W�U�D�G�H���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O����
Eight of the nine top scorers are pictured here: Back left: 
Julia Waldron A2181 (Merino hogget classing); Robyne 
Murray A1716 (Micron and Yield); Cassie Johnston D2182; 
(Oddments); Ashley Clarke, student (Oddments). Front left:  
Kate Campbell M2239 (Merino hogget classing); Scarlett 
Hopcroft, student (Merino hogget classing); Sarah Graham 
�'�������������0�H�U�L�Q�R���K�R�J�J�H�W���F�O�D�V�V�L�Q�J�������/�O�R�\�G���.�L�U�W�O�D�Q�����I�D�U�P���V�W�D
u��
(Micron and Yield). Not in photo: Katrise Saunders D2232 
(Micron and Yield).

MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY

Requires quality shearers and woolhandlers for 
permanent or seasonal work. Good rates 

�R
u�H�U�H�G�����P�X�V�W���E�H���G�U�X�J���I�U�H�H��

Phone Tony 027 693 3010
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WAS YENDELL OUR 
FIRST CHAMPION?

We have had our New Zealand shearing 
�F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�� �V�W�U�X�W�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �V�W�X
u�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
stage at Te Kuiti since 1987 (or was it 
1985) and Ivan Bowen is much recorded 
in old newspapers for several times 
winning the New Zealand championship 
at Gisborne’s Poverty Bay A&P Society 
Show since 1946, when the Society 
was “authorised” to stage the national 
championship. (We haven’t managed to 
�¿�Q�G���W�K�H���³�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�V�H�U�´����

But it seems the Taihape Amateur 
Athletic Club may have usurped all 
other claimants to the honour with an 
event held at the club’s New Year’s Day 
Sports on 1 January 1935. The Taranaki 
�'�D�L�O�\���1�H�Z�V reported the event later that 
month: "A novel event at the Taihape 
Sports on New Year’s Day was what 
was billed as the New Zealand sheep 
shearing championship, which attracted 
a very large crowd of spectators and 
twenty competitors from all parts of 
�1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�����>�)�R�X�U�W�H�H�Q�����D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���@

“On a raised platform in front of the 
grandstand, a machine shearing plant 
was installed, and the competition was 
keenly followed by the crowd. The 
�F�D�V�K���S�U�L�]�H���D�Q�G���F�X�S���I�R�U���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���Z�H�U�H��
won by Walter Yendell of Kaitaia. 
George Stewart (sic) (Mohaka, HB), 
and EJ Dickinson (Mangaweka) were 
bracketed for second place.”

Several other newspapers (from 
Papers Past New Zealand) also provided 
informative reports. The �.�L�Q�J���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\��
Chronicle (3 January 1935) reported Mr 
Yendell (of Hamilton) obtained 84 points 
out of a possible 100 while Stuart (correct 
spelling) and Dickinson tied for second 
�S�O�D�F�H���D�I�W�H�U���D���V�K�H�D�U���R
u�����Z�L�W�K���%�L�O�O���5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V��
of Ngaruawahia fourth.

“Mr Yendell secured a handsome 
silver cup valued at £10, and a 15-guinea 
cheque, £10 being paid to second 
performers. The points were reckoned 
on quality, handling and speed. The 
competition was carried out with 
machines, the cup being supplied by the 
�0�R
u�D�W���9�L�U�W�X�H���6�K�H�H�S���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���0�D�F�K�L�Q�H��
Co. The judges were Messrs. J Collier, 
FR Cotteril and P Batley.”

The �:�D�Q�J�D�Q�X�L�� �&�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H 's preview 
included a list of entrants: Fred Rauwiri 
(Waikato), W Berryman (Rotorua), 
George Jackson (Mataroa), N Mako 
(Taihape), G Andrews (Auckland), W 
Richards (Ngaruawahia), H Watson 
(Tuakau), H Hegh (Queensland), D 
Wright (Raetihi), H McManaway 

(Eketahuna), N Thompson (Canterbury), 
L Kotu (Nelson) and AJ Dickinson 
(Mangaweka. (Yendell not listed.)

Perhaps the Taihape AAC started 
something – later that year the Gisborne 
Times (12 October 1935) reported 
that a “Shearing championship 
Special Contest” would be held at 
the forthcoming A&P Show (Labour 
Weekend). “This is quite a new feature 
and the contest will take place on the 
rostrum at the grounds, in full view of 
the public, without extra charge.

“Two shearing stands are to be erected 
on the rostrum and the surroundings will 
be arranged to as nearly as possible to 
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�Q���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���À�R�R�U�����Z�L�W�K��
�1�D�W�L�Y�H���³�À�H�H�F�H���R�´���L�Q���D�F�W�L�R�Q���´���7�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W��
said a Mr Charles Mossman of Mohaka 
would be judging the contest, using “a 
novel system of awarding points” that 
he had devised.

�³�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �P�D�U�N�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H��
awarded by the judge for (a) general 
�H
v�F�L�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���F�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�K�H�H�S�����R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J��
up and disposing of belly wool, opening 
up and disposing of the neck wool, 
�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�V�S�R�V�D�O�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �À�H�H�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
�À�H�H�F�H���R�����D�Q�G�����E�����I�R�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���F�O�H�D�Q�Q�H�V�V��
of shearing, including deductions for 
double cuts and wounds on sheep. 

“For each of these sections a maximum 
of 20 marks will be awarded, and the 
judge has indicated that the contest will 
be decided by dividing the number of 
seconds taken for the shearing of three 
sheep by the number of marks given for 
the two sections of shearing.”

And by way of further explanation 
for the non-mathematically minded: “A 
man may receive 19 marks for general 
�H
v�F�L�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G�������� �P�D�U�N�V���I�R�U���F�O�H�D�Q�Q�H�V�V��
of shearing, giving a combined total of 

39 points; if his time for the shearing of 
three sheep was 6min 30sec, or 390sec., 
the analysis of his performance would 
give him an award of 10pts.”

And who won using Mr Mossman’s 
�P�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�V�"�� �-�0�� �5�R�J�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� ������������
points, followed by C Carrington 
with 13.43 and T Smiler with 14.66. 
“The winner’s style was smooth, and 
�K�H�� �G�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G�� �D�� �¿�Q�H�� �I�X�O�O���F�R�P�E�H�G�� �V�Z�H�H�S����
�Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �K�L�V�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �H
v�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �D�Q�G��
cleanness of shearing rather than on speed, 
though he was a fast man nevertheless. 

Present at the contest was Mr Bill 
Higgins, former world record holder, 
who gave a demonstration on the 
machines. He later noted that “the 
blademen of the district, as represented 
in the competition, were right in the top 
class, for both speed and cleanness of 
their work.”

But, we ask at this late hour, was 
the New Zealand champion Mr Walter 
�<�H�Q�G�H�O�O���D�W���*�L�V�E�R�U�Q�H���W�K�D�W���G�D�\�"���0�D�\�E�H���Q�R�W��

* * * * * *

�:�D�O�W�H�U���<�H�Q�G�H�O�O�����1�=���&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q������������
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 Animal welfare and calming awareness
�7�R�P���:�L�O�V�R�Q�����(�O�L�W�H���:�R�R�O���,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
Over the past year, Animal Welfare 
& Calm Sheep Handling (AW&CSH) 
training has continued to gain 
momentum across New Zealand’s 
shearing and woolhandling industry.

The programme was developed by 
Elite Wool Industry Training NZ and 
SWTI/SCAA (Australia) in response 
to the increasing scrutiny being placed 
on animal welfare standards within 
the wool harvesting sector, and with 
a clear objective: to make sure those 
working directly with sheep understand 
both their legal responsibilities and the 
practical role they play in protecting the 
reputation and future of the industry.

While animal welfare has always 
been an important part of good 
stockmanship, expectations are 
changing. Farmers, contractors, wool 
companies, processors, brands and 
ultimately consumers are taking a much 
greater interest in how animals are 
handled throughout the wool harvesting 
process. What happens in the woolshed 
is increasingly part of the story behind 
�W�K�H���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W��

The AW&CSH programme has 
�E�H�H�Q�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�� �I�R�U�� �S�H�R�S�O�H��
working in the shearing industry. Rather 
than approaching animal welfare purely 
from a compliance perspective, the 
course looks at practical sheep handling, 
recognising animal behaviour, reducing 
unnecessary stress, understanding 
responsibilities under animal welfare 
legislation, and the importance of 
maintaining professional standards in 
and around the woolshed.

A major focus has also been on 
recognising the realities faced by 
shearing teams. Poor facilities, outdated 

equipment, long days, pressure to 
maintain tallies and difficult sheep 
can all contribute to frustration. Those 
pressures are real, but they do not 
remove the responsibility every person 
working with livestock has to treat 
animals appropriately and with care.
Strong Industry Uptake
One of  the most encouraging 
developments has been the change in 
industry engagement.

When the programme was first 
introduced, uptake was relatively slow 
�D�V���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D
u���E�H�F�D�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U��
with what the training involved and why 
�L�W���Z�D�V���E�H�L�Q�J���R
u�H�U�H�G�����7�K�D�W���K�D�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G��
considerably.

Through a combination of individual 
courses and larger contractor group 
sessions, approximately 500 people 
have now completed the AW&CSH 
programme. Courses have been 
delivered across both the South and 
North Islands, with particularly strong 
interest from contractors wanting to 
provide training for entire teams.

The response from those attending has 

"Let us treat them with the respect they deserve."

generally been extremely positive. For 
many participants, the course reinforces 
practices they already follow, while 
also providing a clearer understanding 
of the expectations placed on them 
and why animal welfare is becoming 
increasingly important to the wider 
wool industry.

Importantly, contractors are also 
seeing value in being able to demonstrate 
that they have taken practical steps to 
�H�G�X�F�D�W�H���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D
u��

Providing recognised animal welfare 
training does not remove individual 
responsibility, but it does show that an 
�H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���D���J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H���H
u�R�U�W���W�R��
�H�Q�V�X�U�H���V�W�D
u���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���L�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G��
of them.

Participants who successfully 
complete the programme receive a 
�F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J����
providing an additional record of 
professional development that can 
travel with them throughout their career.
Support Making Training Possible
The progress made to date would 
not have been possible without the 
support of industry funding partners 
especially Zentera Wool, Ministry for 
Primary Industries, PGG Wrightson, 
NZ Shearing Contractors' Association 
and Wool Impact, who recognised the 
need to get this training in front of as 
many people as possible.

Funding assistance has allowed 
the programme to be delivered to 
a considerably larger number of 
participants than would otherwise 
have been achievable and has helped 
establish the programme during an 
important period for the industry.

The funded rollout has also provided 
valuable information about how best to 
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Above: �'�L�F�N�� �3�H�U�U�\���� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�
�V�� �O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �E�O�D�G�H��
�V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���������V�� �D�Q�G�� ���������V���� �R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\�� �K�D�V�� �K�L�V�� �V�K�H�H�S��
�F�D�O�P�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O��

�G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���H
v�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���Z�K�H�Q���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��
�O�D�U�J�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U���J�U�R�X�S�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V��

As the programme has developed, delivery systems have 
continued to be streamlined and improved, helping build a 
model that can be sustained and expanded into the future.
Where To From Here?
The next challenge is ensuring animal welfare training does 
not become a short-term response to recent industry attention. 
For it to have lasting value, it needs to become part of normal 
industry training.

Our longer-term view is that Animal Welfare & Calm Sheep 
Handling should ultimately be embedded into a structured 
national training pathway for shearers, woolhandlers and 
pressers — beginning at entry level and continuing as people 
progress through the industry.

Training people early in their careers is particularly 
important. Good habits, good stockmanship and an 
understanding of animal welfare responsibilities are far easier 
to establish from the beginning than they are to correct later.

There is also a wider opportunity for the wool industry. If 
New Zealand can demonstrate that those harvesting wool 
are appropriately trained, understand their responsibilities 
and work within a recognised professional framework, it 
gives farmers, contractors, exporters, brands and consumers 
�J�U�H�D�W�H�U���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�R�O���Z�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H��

That is becoming increasingly important in international 
markets where animal welfare, traceability and ethical 
production are playing a growing role in purchasing decisions.
Keeping the Momentum Going
The encouraging part of the past year has been seeing the 
level of engagement increase.

Busy North Canterbury run 
�&�O�H�D�Q�����U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���V�W�D	ü���Z�D�Q�W�H�G
Mainshear November-April
Pre-lamb May-September

New client enquiries welcome

Phone Mike Morgan
021 251 7742

 mike091@windowslive.com

More contractors are asking about the programme, more 
employers are looking to put complete teams through the 
training, and there is a much greater awareness across the 
industry that animal welfare expectations are not going away.

The objective is not to portray the shearing industry 
negatively. Quite the opposite.

There are thousands of hardworking people throughout 
New Zealand doing an excellent job every day, often in 
demanding conditions. The purpose of AW&CSH training 
is to support those people, provide clear expectations and 
practical tools, and help ensure that the actions of a small 
minority do not undermine the reputation of an entire 
industry.

New Zealand has an opportunity to be proactive and 
demonstrate that animal welfare and professional sheep 
handling are an integral part of producing our wool.

The progress made so far is encouraging, but there is 
still plenty of work ahead. The biggest change we’ve seen 
has been the shift from having to explain why this training 
matters, to contractors now contacting us asking when we 
�F�D�Q���S�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�D
u���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�W��

For contractors or industry organisations interested in 
Animal Welfare & Calm Sheep Handling training for their 
�V�W�D
u�����Z�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���I�X�W�X�U�H���F�R�X�U�V�H�V��
and group training options. 

For more information or book courses go to www.
elitewoolindustrytraining.com or contact noel@ewit.
co.nz

See page 13:���1�R�H�O���+�D�Q�G�O�H�\���W�D�N�H�V���R�Y�H�U���I�U�R�P���*�D�Y�L�Q���5�R�Z�O�D�Q�G��
�D�V���(�/�,�7�(�
�6���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���D�Q�G���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���0�D�Q�D�J�H�U��
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ACE SHEARING GEAR  
FOR QUALITY & SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST 

DON�¶T DELAY BUY  
ACE TODAY 

 
ACE COVER COMBS  

CUTTERS & FLAT COMBS.  
 

    ORDER DIRECT  
Text Leon 0275914361   

Email: info@acequip.co.nz               
Website: aceshearng.co.nz  

 
OR 

 
Insist on ACE Shearing Gear  
at your nearest farm shop  

 

�3�K�R�W�R���R�I���W�K�H���=�H�Q�W�H�U�D���=�4���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���E�\���(�O�L�W�H���:�R�R�O���,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J����Back left:���1�R�H�O���+�D�Q�G�O�H�\��
���(�O�L�W�H���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���0�D�Q�D�J�H�U�������:�L�O�O�L�H���-�R�Q�H�V�����)�D�U�P�H�U�������)�U�D�Q�F�L�V���5�D�K�D�U�X�K�L�����/�H�Y�L���8�O�X�D�N�L�D�K�R�L�D�����&�D�G�H�Q���+�R�I�P�D�Q�����$�S�L�U�D�Q�D��
���$�S�L�����1�J�D�W�D�����-�D�F�R�E���%�R�R�W�K�����7�D�\�O�R�U���7�U�R�W�W�����5�H�X�E�H�Q���2�
�1�H�L�O�O�����0�D�N�D�L�U�D���%�O�D�F�N�����/�R�J�D�Q���0�F�&�D�U�W�Q�H�\�����$�Q�J�L�H���0�F�,�Q�W�\�U�H����Middle 
left:�� �1�D�W�K�D�Q�� ���6�W�U�D�W�W�\���� �6�W�U�D�W�I�R�U�G�� ���(�O�L�W�H�� �7�U�D�L�Q�H�U������ �0�X�U�U�D�\��
�-�R�K�Q�V�W�R�Q�H�� ���(�O�L�W�H�� �7�U�D�L�Q�H�U������ �/�L�Y�� �*�D�U�G�Q�H�U�� ���(�O�L�W�H�� �7�U�D�L�Q�H�U������
Front left:���-�X�O�L�H�W�W�H���-�R�Q�H�V�����:�R�R�O�F�O�D�V�V�H�U���D�Q�G���:�L�O�O�L�H�
�V���P�X�P������
�3�D�J�D�Q���5�L�P�H�Q�H�����(�O�L�W�H���7�U�D�L�Q�H�U�������'�H�L�M�D���/�H�H���&�U�D�Z�I�R�U�G�����-�D�Q�H�\��
�2�
�%�U�L�H�Q�����*�U�D�F�H���7�H�U�U�\�����+�H�P�L���:�R�U�W�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����-�D�\�P�H���-�R���6�O�D�G�H����
�%�D�L�O�H�\���:�H�U�H�W�D���0�F�'�L�D�U�P�L�G�����&�K�D�U�O�H�\���5�H�L���0�F�.�H�Q�]�L�H�����$�P�H�O�L�D��
�:�H�O�V�K�����0�L�D���%�U�R�R�N�L�Q�J�����-�H�V�V���7�R�D�����(�O�L�W�H���7�U�D�L�Q�H�U�������$�V�K�O�H�L�J�K��
�%�D�N�H�U�����7�D�\�O�D���/�H�H���3�R�V�D����

STOP PRESS
New chapter for New Zealand wool

This is big news from us – Campaign for Wool 
NZ and Wool Impact have joined forces. Together, 
we're now the New Zealand Wool Collective. One 
entity, one team and one voice for New Zealand 
Wool. After several years of working together, our 
two organisations have formally merged. Becoming 
one operational entity lets us go further than we ever 
could separately. 

This is real collaboration in action, and it's exciting 
for our industry. What we need is unity, shared 
direction, useful tools, and a strong voice for New 
Zealand wool. That's what New Zealand Wool 
Collective is all about. 

The work and values of Campaign for Wool NZ 
will continue in full, but working in collaboration 
with Wool Impact as a single entity...we know we can 
go further, faster, with greater impact for our wool 
sector. Live naturally, choose wool. 

(From The Clip, 26 August 2026.)
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Above and below:���)�U�R�P���W�K�H���O�H�Q�V���R�I���*�H�R�U�J�H���(�P�S�V�R�Q���D�W���6�D�Z�G�R�Q���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����Q�H�D�U���/�D�N�H��
�7�H�N�D�S�R�����:�R�R�O�F�O�D�V�V�H�U���*�U�D�H�P�H���*�R�R�G�J�H�U�������(�Z�H�1�H�H�G�8�V���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J����

ELITE'S NEW DIRECTOR
Noel Handley has recently taken over 
the reins from Gavin Rowland as 
Elite Wool Industry's Director and 
Operations Manager.

Noel has devoted his working life 
to New Zealand’s wool harvesting 
industry, bringing a wealth of experience 
that spans practical, instructional, and 
operational leadership roles.

Beginning as a full-time shearer, 
Noel spent 22 years in the sheds before 
transitioning into training with the 
New Zealand Wool Board in 1991 
as a Blade Shearing Instructor. In 
2002, he expanded his expertise into 
machine shearing, combining decades 
of hands-on experience with a genuine 
passion for developing others within 
the industry. 

In 2004, Noel joined Tectra as a 
Regional Training Manager, progressing 
through national leadership roles over 
the following decade. As National 
Manager, Programme Services, he was 
responsible for coordinating nationwide 
"Straight to Work" programmes across 
the dairy and wool harvesting sectors. 
Later, as Tectra’s National Operations 
Manager, he oversaw the company’s 
day-to-day operations while leading 
a team of 11 regional and national 
managers across New Zealand. 

Today, as Director and Operations 
Manager for Elite Wool Industry 
Training, Noel draws on his extensive 
industry knowledge and leadership 
experience to ensure Elite’s training 
�G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�V�� �H
u�H�F�W�L�Y�H���� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W����
and industry- led. His l i felong 
commitment to excellence, skill 
development, and supporting the next 
generation continues to strengthen 
the future of New Zealand’s wool 
harvesting workforce.

* * * * * *



Shearing magazine No 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 14

Are you a good Bugger? Want to work with 
great people? In a team with a great culture?

Drug Testing, Employment Agreements, 
Excellent Accommodation, Great rates!

�(�P�S�O�R�\�L�Q�J���6�W�D
u���I�R�U���0�D�L�Q�V�K�H�D�U���Q�R�Z��

Phone Shane
03 322 8462 or 027 222 0770

�������%�O�D�G�H���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�R�U�V���D�W���.�D�L�N�R�X�U�D�����������)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������%�D�F�N���5�R�Z�����$�O�O�H�Q���*�H�P�P�H�O�O�����1�=�������'�R�X�J���5�D�W�K�N�H�����8�6�$������
�-�R�V�X���(�N�L�V�R�D�Q�����%�D�V�T�X�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�������0�D�U�W�L�Q���+�R�S�N�L�Q�V�����5�H�S�����,�U�H�O�D�Q�G�������0�L�N�H���0�F�&�R�Q�Q�H�O�O�����1�=�������/�R�U�H�Q���2�S�V�W�H�G�D�K�O�����8�6�$�������3�H�W�H�U��
�5�D�F�H�����1�=�������6�F�R�W�W���0�F�.�D�\�����1�=�������0�L�N�H�O���*�D�O�Y�H�]�����%�D�V�T�X�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�������0�L�G�G�O�H���5�R�Z�����(�U�L�N���%�L�M�O�V�P�D�����1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V�������0�X�U�U�D�\���&�U�D�L�J��
���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�������.�D�W�K�O�H�H�Q���0�D�U�N�R�Z�L�W�]�����8�6�$�������-�D�Q�D���6�L�Q�R�Y�D�����&�]�H�F�K���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�������0�D�X�U�H�H�Q���&�D�G�H�W�����)�U�D�Q�F�H�������3�K�L�O���2�O�G�¿�H�O�G�����1�=�������0�D�W�W��
�:�H�D�Y�H�U�V�����1�=�����7�L�P���+�R�J�J�����1�=�������%�D�V�W�L�D�Q���*�R�Q�]�D�O�H�]�����&�K�L�O�H�������:�L�O�O�L�D�P���&�U�D�L�J�����6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�������)�U�R�Q�W���5�R�Z�����-�D�P�H�V���+�R�S�N�L�Q�V�������5�H�S����
�,�U�H�O�D�Q�G�������/�X�F�D�V���9�D�O�O�H�J�R�����$�U�J�H�Q�W�L�Q�D�������$�O�O�D�Q���2�O�G�¿�H�O�G�����1�=�������'�D�Q�L�H�O���5�R�J�H�U�V�����$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�������$�E�V�H�Q�W���I�R�U���S�K�R�W�R�����D�O�V�R���F�R�P�S�H�W�H�G����
�*�R�Q�]�D�O�R���2�O�L�Y�D�U�H�V�����&�K�L�O�H������ �%�D�U�W���Y�D�Q���G�H�Q���+�D�U�G�H�Q�E�H�U�J�����1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V������ �-�D�Q���Y�D�Q���G�H�Q���+�D�U�G�H�Q�E�H�U�J�����1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V������ �5�H�H�I�W�R�Q��
�6�K�R�Z���S�O�D�F�H�J�H�W�W�H�U�V�������V�W�����$�O�O�D�Q���2�O�G�¿�H�O�G�����1�=���������������������Q�G���6�F�R�W�W���0�F�.�D�\�����1�=���������������������U�G���'�D�Q�L�H�O���5�R�J�H�U�V�����$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D����������������

�:�H���F�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�H���6�K�D�Q�H���5�D�W�L�P�D�����5�D�W�L�P�D���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����+�X�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�O�O�H����
�R�Q���K�L�V���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���1�=���&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V�
���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q����
�+�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V���D���O�L�Q�H���R�I���H�V�W�H�H�P�H�G���J�H�Q�W�O�H�P�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H��
�S�D�V�W���������R�G�G���\�H�D�U�V�����+�H���P�X�V�W���E�H���D���J�R�R�G���E�X�J�J�H�U��
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The islands of sheep
�%�\���5�R�J�H�U���/�H�V�O�L�H
For many years I had dreamed of visiting the Faroe Islands. 
�,���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���H�Q�W�L�F�H�G���E�\���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���R�I���Y�D�V�W���F�O�L
u�V���D�Q�G���V�K�H�H�S���J�U�D�]-
�L�Q�J���R�Q���L�Q�D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�O�X
u�V�����K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���P�H�W�H�U�V���D�E�R�Y�H���V�W�R�U�P�\��
North Atlantic waves, and wild Nordic place names like 
Streymoy, Vágar, Tórshavn and Svinoy. 

This year, realising that time and opportunity were slipping 
away, I grasped the nettle and made that dream a reality. Faroe 
means sheep in old Nordic. Some say it could also mean far 
away. Both meanings were relevant. The Faroes are as near 
to the North Pole as I’ve ever been on land. The Islands are 
a self-governing part of Denmark and have not been spoiled 
by golf courses belonging to foreign presidents. 

We could have gone there by ferry, with or without vehicle, 
but that takes longer than the time I’d allotted to the venture so 
�Z�H���À�H�Z���G�L�U�H�F�W���I�U�R�P���%�L�O�O�X�Q�G�����L�Q���'�H�Q�P�D�U�N�����W�R���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���9�i�J�D�U��
airport. The runway is relatively short for a jet and requires 
landing abilities not needed for most airports. Finding the 
�U�H�Q�W�D�O���F�D�U���R
v�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���L�W�V�H�O�I���P�H�D�Q�W���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�L�Q�J���D��
certain amount of ambiguity that we soon realised was inte-
gral to the islands. The colour of the car and the location in 
the carpark were not as advised. We had booked three nights 
of Air B&B and one with the grandfather of a young guy we 
met in Denmark. Our main accommodation was in Tórshavn, 
the capital and home to around 25% of the Islands' 55,000 
inhabitants. There are 75,000 sheep.

I didn’t really have any idea how big the islands were 
�D�Q�G���E�U�L�H�À�\���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���K�L�U�L�Q�J���E�L�N�H�V�����H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���R�I��
course) and touring on those. Ha. The area is made up of 17 
inhabited islands and covers some 1400 square kms. In the 
end we travelled around 1,000 kms in the rental. 

The main islands are connected by under-sea tunnels and 
�F�\�F�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���L�V���Q�R�W���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G�����7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���E�L�J���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H���Z�D�V��
the price of fuel. Everything else seemed to be expensive, 
but 91 petrol was around half the price of that purchased in 
New Zealand. Maybe the Faroese haven’t heard that there’s 
an international squeeze on fuel. 

I was immediately captivated by the place. There were 
�V�R�D�U�L�Q�J���F�O�L
u�V���D�Q�G���S�X
v�Q�V���À�\�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���Z�D�W�H�U�I�D�O�O�V���F�D�V�F�D�G�L�Q�J��
directly into the sea. Little villages either perched precari-
ously above little bays or had winding roads descending down 
to seaside settlements. These towns were calm and serene but 
looked to be bracing for the next Atlantic storm. The volcanic 
rock formations were covered, where it wasn’t perpendicular, 
with thin layers of peat soil and grass. 

On these sparse areas were dotted Icelandic sheep philo-
sophically grazing or sheltering behind rocks to chew their 
cuds. Away from the main thoroughfares sheep shared the 
�U�R�D�G�� �T�X�L�W�H�� �K�D�S�S�L�O�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�U�D
v�F���� �,�V�R�O�D�W�H�G�� �Y�D�O�O�H�\�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �F�R�Q-
nected by single lane tunnels, although these had passing 
bays blasted out of the rock along their length.

�7�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �U�R�R�¿�Q�J�� �Z�D�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�X�U�I�� �D�Q�G�� �J�U�D�V�V���� �:�H�� �D�V�N�H�G��
many Faroese how these were kept trimmed, and a sum-
mary of the answers was, some are trimmed by hand, some 
have access for the sheep to graze, and the rest were left to 
‘benign neglect’. 
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(From page 15)
The Faroese appeared not to be a 
dramatic or demonstrative people and 
much of the hospitality was by guess-
work. There might be a café in a town 
but there would be no signage advertis-
ing this. You had to either have an eye 
�I�R�U���L�W�����R�U���V�P�H�O�O���W�K�H���F�R
u�H�H�����:�H���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G��
this to some of the owners and they said 
“Oh yes, I must do that someday.” Most 
of the café owners were women who 
�K�D�G���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G�V���R
u���¿�V�K�L�Q�J���R�U���V�K�H�S�K�H�U�G�L�Q�J��
the sheep. 

I never actually talked to one of these 
elusive shepherds but through their 
wives I put together a rough idea of 
what it meant to look after sheep here. 
There were small sheds built of stone 
dotted around the landscape with no 
apparent connection to electricity. The 
sheep were shorn late summer by the 
shepherds themselves with hand shears. 

Many of the sheep grazed on shared 
land and the various shepherds shared 
the workload, and shearing. Most 
�K�L�O�O�V�L�G�H�V���U�R�V�H���V�W�H�H�S�O�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���U�D�U�H���À�D�W��
grassland until the face was perpen-
dicular. Winter supplements were fed 
out at the bottom and the sheep came 
down to get it. 

A lot of the wool is used by cottage 
industry knitters, weavers and spinners. 
We were told of our luck in timing our 
visit with a great ‘spell of weather’. 
It was 10-15 degrees and often foggy 
and/or windy. They said no-one uses 
an umbrella as the rain is normally 
accompanied by arctic winds and only 
wets the side of things. 

The treeless landscape and sparse 
habitations gave a look of primitive 
living but the telecommunications 
were world-leading. There were no 
dead spots in the G5 phone network 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�L���¿���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���Z�D�V���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���,�¶�Y�H��
encountered. 

We stayed one night in Klaksvík, the 
second largest city (to qualify as a city 
on the Faroes means you must have over 
1500 citizens) and were shown a scat-
tering of large boulders, each about the 
size of a car, scattered along the bottom 
of a steep mountainside. 

Our host told us a part of the town had 
once been there but they shifted it be-
cause of the big stones rolling down the 
hill. For sheep and humans, adapting to 
the environment is a key Faroese skill.

* * * * * * 
�5�R�J�H�U���/�H�V�O�L�H���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�V���Q�R���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�W�U�D�Y�H�O���D�J�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���E�U�L�E�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J��
�R�I���W�K�L�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\��



Shearing magazine No 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 17

Shearing Sports New Zealand
Calendar 2026-2027

• October 2-3 (Fri-Sat): New Zealand Merino Shears 
(shearing, woolhandling; PGG Wrightson Vetmed 
National Shearing Circuit Rd 1), at Alexandra.

• October 9-10 (Fri-Sat): New Zealand Spring Shears (NZ 
Long Wool shearing and Woolhandling Championships; 
National Shearing Circuit Rd 2; South Island Woolhandling 
�&�L�U�F�X�L�W���¿�Q�D�O�V�������D�W���:�D�L�P�D�W�H��

• October 17 (Saturday): Poverty Bay A and P Show 
(shearing, woolhandling), at Gisborne; Ellesmere A and 
P Show, at Leeston.

• October 23 (Friday): Great Raihania Shears Hawke’s 
Bay A and P Show (shearing, woolhandling), at Hastings.

• October 24 (Saturday): Northern A and P Show (shearing), 
at Rangiora.

• October 29-31 (Thurs-Sat): Australian Shearing and 
Woolhandling Championships (transtasman test matches), 
at Warrnambool, Vic.

• October 31 (Saturday): Ashburton A and P Show 
(shearing, blades).

• November 1 (Sunday): Wairarapa A and P Show (shearing, 
woolhandling), at Clareville (Carterton).

• November 7 (Saturday): Marlborough A and P Show 
(shearing), at Blenheim.

• Get to the Point Gymkhana (shearing), at Pleasant Point.
• November 12-13 (Thurs-Fri): New Zealand Corriedale 

Championships (shearing, blades; woolhandling; National 
�6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���&�L�U�F�X�L�W���5�G���������&�D�Q�W�H�U�E�X�U�\���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���&�L�F�X�L�W���¿�Q�D�O����
at Canterbury Show, Canterbury Agricultural Park, 
Christchurch.

• November 14 (Saturday): Central Hawke’s Bay A and P 
Show (shearing, woolhandling) at Waipukurau.

• November 21 (Saturday): Nelson A and P Show (shearing), 
at Richmond Park (Nelson).

• West Otago A and P Show (shearing), at Tapanui.
• November 28 (Saturday): Taranaki Shears (shearing), at 

Stratford A and P Show.

• December 5 (Saturday): Whangarei A and P Show, at 
Whangarei.

• Geyserland Agrodome Shears (shearing, woolhandling), 
Rotorua A and P Show, at Ngongotaha.           

• January 9 (Saturday): Peninsula Duvauchelle Shears 
(shearing), at Duvauchelle A and P Show.

• January 15 (Friday): Northern Southland Community 
Shears (New Zealand Full wool shearing and woolhandling 
championships), at Lumsden.

• January 16 (Saturday): Kaikohe A, P & H Show (shearing), 
at Kaikohe

• Wairoa A and P Show (shearing), at Wairoa.
• Golden Bay A and P Show (shearing), at Takaka.
• Southland Shears (New Zealand crossbred lambs shearing 

and woolhandling championships), at Winton A &P Show. 
• January 23 (Saturday): Tapawera Shears (shearing), at 

Tapawera.   
• January 24 (Sunday): Horowhenua Shearing 

Championships (shearing), Horowhenua A, P & I Show, 
at Levin.

• January 29 (Friday): Dannevirke A and P Show (shearing, 
woolhandling), at Dannevirke.

• January 30 (Saturday):Taihape Shears (shearing, 
woolhandling), at Taihape.

• February 6 (Saturday): North Kaipara A and P Show 
(shearing), at Paparoa.

• Aria Waitangi Day Sports (shearing, woolhandling), at 
Aria.

• Reefton Shears (shearing, blades), Inangahua A & P Show, 
at Reefton.

• February 7 (Sunday):Rangitikei Shearing Sports (shearing, 
woolhandling; National Shearing Circuit Rd 4), at 
Marton. 

• February 12-13 (Fri-Sat): Otago Shears (shearing, 
woolhandling; NZ Woolhandler of the Year), at Balclutha.

• February 13 (Saturday): Northern Wairoa A & P Show 
(shearing) at Arapohue (Dargaville).

• Te Puke A & P Show (shearing).
• February 19-20 (Fri-Sat): Southern Shears, Gore (shearing, 

�Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�����6�R�X�W�K���,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�K�H�D�U�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U���¿�Q�D�O����

JEFF DORSET 
SHEARING

ROTORUA
TO OUR CLIENTS WE OFFER

• �'�U�X�J���I�U�H�H���J�D�Q�J�V
• �+�	�6���3�R�O�L�F�\���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H
• �3�U�R�Y�H�Q���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V

TO OUR EMPLOYEES WE OFFER
• �$���G�U�X�J���I�U�H�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W
• ���0�D�Q�G�D�W�R�U�\���W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���E�\���1�=�7�'�'�$��
• �$�E�R�Y�H���1�=�6�&�$���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���U�D�W�H�V
• �$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����I�R�R�G�����W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����H�P�H�U�L�H�V���±���D�O�O��

�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�W���Q�R���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H

�-�H�‡���±��������������������������

�2�ˆ�F�H���±���������������������������M�H�ú�G�R�U�V�H�W�#�[�W�U�D���F�R���Q�] 

We support all that is best in shearing
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Top:���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�
�V���W�H�D�P���D�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���L�Q��
�0�D�U�F�K�������������Z�H�U�H���K�R�Q�R�X�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��
�D�W�� �D�� �F�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\�� �D�W�� �6�W�H�O�O�H�Q�E�R�V�F�K�� �R�Q�� ������ �$�S�U�L�O���� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�� �R�I��
�$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �-�R�K�Q�� �6�W�H�H�Q�K�X�L�V�H�Q�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �E�O�D�G�H�� �V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V��
�%�R�Q�L�O�H�� �5�D�E�H�O�D�� ���O�H�I�W���� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�� �F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �7�H�E�R�K�R��
�1�\�D�W�V�D�� ���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�� �U�X�Q�Q�H�U���X�S���� �Z�L�W�K�� �I�U�D�P�H�G�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H�V����
Above:�� �7�H�D�P���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���,�]�D�N���.�O�R�S�S�H�U�����O�H�I�W���� �D�Q�G���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J��
�M�X�G�J�H�� �$�Q�G�U�L�H�V�� �3�U�H�W�R�U�L�X�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�� �D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�G����
�0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���6�W�H�H�Q�K�X�L�V�H�Q���L�Q���E�R�W�K���S�K�R�W�R�V�����3�K�R�W�R�V���I�U�R�P���0�D�U�L�V�H��
�6�F�K�R�R�Q�U�D�D�G�� �$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�Z�H�H�N�E�O�D�G�� �D�Q�G�� �,�]�D�N�� �.�O�R�S�S�H�U�
�V��
�)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���S�R�V�W����

South African team acknowledged

BARROWCLIFFE SHEARING
Fancy work in the King Country, Nov-Feb and May-July 
�S�H�U�L�R�G�V�"���+�D�Y�H���\�R�X���J�R�W��
• �*�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N���H�W�K�L�F�"
• �3�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�"
• �5�H�V�S�H�F�W���I�R�U���I�H�O�O�R�Z���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V���D�Q�G���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V�"
• �$�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���K�D�Y�H���I�X�Q�"��
• �:�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���W�D�N�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�"

Call Mark on 0275 544 433
Email: mjbarrow@xtra.co.nz

Member NZSCA and ShearNZ

• February 20 (Saturday): North Hokianga A & P Show 
(shearing), at Broadwood.

• Ohura A & P Show (shearing, woolhandling).
• Murchison A & P Show (shearing).
• February 21 (Sunday): Counties Shears (shearing), at 

Franklin A & P Show, Pukekohe.
• February 26 (Friday): Taumarunui Shears (shearing, 

woolhandling), at Hikurangi Station, Taumarunui.      
• February 27 (Saturday): Apiti Sports Shears (shearing, 

woolhandling), at Apiti.
• Kaikoura A & P Show (shearing, blades).
• February 28 (Sunday): Pahiatua Shears (shearing; National 

Shearing Circuit Rd 5), at Mangaone Valley, Pahiatua.
• March 2 (Tuesday): Hawke’s Bay Autumn Shears 

(shearing, woolhandling), Waipukurau.  
• March 3 (Wednesday): Wairarapa Pre-Shears 

Woolhandling (NI Woolhandling Circuit Junior and 
�6�H�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O�V�������D�W���5�L�Y�H�U�V�L�G�H���)�D�U�P�����0�L�N�L�P�L�N�L�����0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q��

• March 4-6 (Thurs-Sat): Golden Shears (shearing, 
woolhandling, woolpressing; trans-Tasman shearing and 
woolhandling tests, PGG Wrightson Vetmed National 
�6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �&�L�U�F�X�L�W���¿�Q�D�O���� �1�,���:�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�� �&�L�U�F�X�L�W�V�� �2�S�H�Q��
�¿�Q�D�O�������D�W���0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q��

• March 6 (Saturday): Amuri A & P Show (shearing), at 
Rotherham.

• March 13 (Saturday): Kumeu A & H Show (shearing).
• Cheviot A & P Show (shearing, woolhandling).
• �0�D�\�¿�H�O�G���$���	���3���6�K�R�Z�����V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����E�O�D�G�H�V����
• March 17-19 (Wed-Fri): New Zealand Shears (shearing, 

�Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�����1�=���6�K�H�D�U�V���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���&�L�U�F�X�L�W���¿�Q�D�O�����1�R�U�W�K��
�,�V�O�D�Q�G���6�K�H�D�U�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U���¿�Q�D�O�������D�W���7�H���.�X�L�W�L��

• March 20 (Saturday): Warkworth A & P Show (shearing).
• Waimarino Shears (shearing), at Raetihi.
• Methven Lamb Shears (shearing), at Methven A & P 

Show.
• March 21 (Sunday): Flaxbourne A and P Show (shearing), 

at Ward.
• March 27 (Easter Saturday): Waitomo Caves Sports Shears 

60th anniversary (shearing).
• March 29 (Easter Monday): Mackenzie A and P Show 

New Zealand Lamb Shears Championships (shearing, 
blades), at Fairlie. 

• April 3 (Saturday): Oxford A and P Show (shearing).

* * * * * *

Above:���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���6�S�R�U�W�V���1�=���F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���:�D�U�U�H�Q���3�D�U�N�H�U���Z�L�W�K��
�5�R�Q�Q�L�H���.�L�Q�J�����Q�H�Z�O�\���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W��
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�)�D�F�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���6�S�R�U�W�V���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���$�*�0���D�W���+�D�P�L�O�W�R�Q���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���W�K�L�V���P�R�Q�W�K����Above left: Greg Stuart who has 
�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���+�R�J�D�Q���D�V���F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���R�I���W�K�H���6�6�1�=���6�R�X�W�K���,�V�O�D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����3�D�X�O���+�D�U�U�L�V�����K�D�V���V�W�H�S�S�H�G��
�G�R�Z�Q���D�V���F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q���R�I���W�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���5�H�F�R�U�G�V���6�R�F�L�H�W�\���D�Q�G���V�W�H�S�S�H�G���X�S���W�R���U�H�S�O�D�F�H���+�X�J�K���0�F�&�D�U�U�R�O�O���D�V���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���>�+�X�J�K��
�J�D�Y�H���������\�H�D�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���U�R�O�H�@�����+�L�Q�H�P�R�D���5�R�V�V�L���I�U�R�P���5�D�J�O�D�Q�����L�Q�W�R���K�H�U���V�H�F�R�Q�G���\�H�D�U���D�V���6�6�1�=���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\����Top left: The three 
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�R�U���U�H�S�V���R�Q���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���±���&�X�V�K�O�D���$�E�U�D�K�D�P�����Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�������-�R�K�Q���.�L�U�N�S�D�W�U�L�F�N�����P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J����
�D�Q�G���7�L�P���+�R�J�J�����E�O�D�G�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���������6�H�H���W�K�H���I�X�O�O���D�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���D�W���S�D�J�H�����������6�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H�P���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H�G���W�R���E�H���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�G���F�O�R�V�H���X�S����
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 For your country before the $$$ dollar

Vacancies available for clean reliable shearers and 
shedhands from January through to end of March.
We have a great working environment with meals, 
accommodation and transport provided.

�%�\���-�L�O�O�V���$�Q�J�X�V���%�X�U�Q�H�\��
Opinion Piece: When representing your country becomes a 
�G�R�O�O�D�U���¿�J�X�U�H�����$���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
There is something slightly uncomfortable about putting a 
dollar value on the privilege of pulling on a team singlet and 
representing your sport overseas.

Competitive shearing has never been built primarily around 
money. It has been built around competition, reputation, 
mateship, rural communities and the considerable pride that 
comes with earning your place alongside the best. That is 
why a recent dispute involving the volunteer-run Wagga 
Speed Shear Committee deserves attention well beyond 
Wagga Wagga.

The underlying issue is deceptively simple: when a 
competitor wins selection in a representative shearing team, 
�Z�K�D�W�� �H�[�D�F�W�O�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �Z�R�Q�"�� �,�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�Q�H�W�D�U�\��
�Y�D�O�X�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �À�L�J�K�W�V���� �D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q���� �Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�� �K�L�U�H���� �P�H�D�O�V����
�H�Q�W�U�\���I�H�H�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�"���2�U���L�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�]�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�R�V�H��
expenses make possible – taking your place in the team and 
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���V�S�R�U�W�"

�7�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �D�Q�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� ���$�� �W�H�D�P�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W����
and never has been, a cheque. When the trans-Tasman 
�6�H�U�L�H�V�� �N�L�F�N�H�G�� �R
u�� �W�H�V�W���P�D�W�F�K�� �V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�G�����������V���� �L�W��
was the prestige of a mighty stand against the ‘auld enemy’ 
that carries this on, 50 years later. The Wagga Speed Shear 
Committee was formed only about a year before the dispute 

arose. Its members are volunteers. They have ordinary jobs 
and businesses outside the committee and receive no wages, 
�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �R�U�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O��
work they undertake.

�<�H�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�G�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q��
$100,000 through sponsorship, fundraising, donations, 
community support and event revenue. That money does not 
appear from nowhere. Someone has to knock on sponsors' 
doors. Someone has to organise the event, coordinate 
competitors, arrange travel, deal with insurers and venues, 
answer messages and accept responsibility when something 
goes wrong. And they do it unpaid.

The committee created an extraordinary prize: the 
opportunity for successful competitors to become members 
of its 2026 team travelling to Wales. The package included 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���À�L�J�K�W�V�����D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����8�.���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���K�L�U�H���D�Q�G��
transport, meals, competition and show entry fees, team 
uniform and other reasonable costs associated with the tour. 
At one point the trip was promoted as having a value of 
about $10,000.

But here lies the important distinction. The $10,000 was 
the estimated value of providing the opportunity. It was not 
the opportunity itself.

Winning selection for a representative team should no more 
create an automatic entitlement to the cash value of the trip 
than winning an All Black jersey creates an entitlement to 
�W�K�H���F�R�V�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���À�L�J�K�W�V���� �K�R�W�H�O�V���D�Q�G���P�H�D�O�V���W�K�D�W���H�Q�D�E�O�H���D�Q���$�O�O��
Black to play overseas. The honour lies in being selected. 
The funding enables the honour to be exercised. Those are 
�G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V��

The Wagga dispute also exposes something increasingly 
confronting for community sport: the vulnerability of 
the volunteer. A group of people can begin with the best 
intentions – promote their industry, run a competition, raise 
sponsorship and give competitors opportunities they might 
�R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H�� �Q�H�Y�H�U�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�� �±�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\�� �¿�Q�G�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V��
dealing with legal terminology, insurance questions, medical 
�¿�W�Q�H�V�V�����F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�X�D�O���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�U�L�E�X�Q�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�V�����7�K�D�W��
is precisely the environment in which volunteer organisations 
are expected to operate today. 

Helplines you can call if you need to talk to someone.
0800 What's up?���� ���������� �:�K�D�W�
�V�� �X�S�"�� �L�V�� �D�� �I�U�H�H�� �F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�O�L�Q�J��
helpline, chat and email service for tamariki and rangatahi. 
No issue is too small or too big. Call: 0800 942 8787 Chat 
on whatsup.co.nz
1737���������������L�V���V�W�D
u�H�G���E�\���D���W�H�D�P���R�I���S�D�L�G���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�O�R�U�V���Z�K�R���F�D�Q��
talk to you if you have mental health or addiction problems. 
Call or text 24 hours a day, 7 days a week if you feel: anxious, 
down, a bit overwhelmed. Or call if you just need someone to 
talk to. Call: 0800 1737 1737. Text: 1737
Depression helpline: The Depression helpline is a free 
service available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It has trained 
counsellors who can talk you through your problems and 
suggest help in your area. Call: 0800 111 757. Text: 4202. 
Suicide crisis helpline: The suicide crisis helpline is a free 
service available 7 days a week. It is operated by trained and 
experienced social service practitioners who have undergone 
suicide prevention training. If you think you, or someone you 
know, may be thinking about suicide, call the suicide crisis 
helpline for support. Call: 0508 828 865 (0508 TAUTOKO). 
If you or someone you know is in immediate danger, please 
call emergency services immediately on 111.
Youthline: Any young person in New Zealand, or anyone 
supporting a young person, can call or text Youthline for help 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You can chat online with a 
counsellor from 10am to 10pm through the Youthline website. 
You can also email at any time. Call: 0800 376 633. Text: 234. 
Email: talk@youthline.co.nz. 
Alcohol Drug Helpline: Advice, information and support about 
drinking or other drug use. Call: 0800 787 797. Text: 8681. 

(From Health New Zealand Te Whatu Ora)
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MAHONY SHEARING
NAPIER

TEL 06 835 9571 or 021 423 886 (Brendan)
Email: b.j.mahony@xtra.co.nz

Permanent positions for quality shearers and shedhands

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

The Wagga committee describes itself as consisting of 
shearers, contractors, business owners and volunteers – not 
lawyers, insurers, doctors or travel agents. Yet it was required 
to confront questions touching all of those areas.

The situation became more complicated when the 
committee learned that one of its successful competitors had 
undergone recent surgery and was uncertain whether they 
would be fully recovered in time to undertake international 
travel.

What is a responsible volunteer committee supposed to 
�G�R���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���O�L�N�H���W�K�D�W�"���,�J�Q�R�U�H���L�W�"���%�R�R�N���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�À�L�J�K�W�V�� �U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V�"�� �0�D�N�H�� �L�W�V�� �R�Z�Q�� �D�P�D�W�H�X�U�� �D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�� �E�H�� �¿�Q�H�"�� �2�U�� �R�E�W�D�L�Q�� �F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
�I�U�R�P���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���P�H�G�L�F�D�O�O�\���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�R�U���L�V���¿�W��
�W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H���W�K�H���W�U�L�S�"

The committee chose the cautious course and sought 
medical clearance. Importantly, according to its evidence, 
it was not asking for private medical records or detailed 
�G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�H�V�����,�W���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�R�U���Z�D�V���¿�W��
to travel and participate. Or not least, a signed waiver that the 
Wagga committee could not be liable should the competitor 
become injured on tour.

Whether every aspect of the committee's communication 
was perfect is another matter. The committee itself 
acknowledged that some communications and administrative 
processes could have been handled better. That admission 
should resonate with almost every volunteer sporting 
organisation in Australasia. Of course they could have been 
handled better. These are volunteers. We cannot demand 
professionalism without supporting volunteers

There is a broader lesson here for shearing. Our sport relies 
heavily upon people who give their time freely. Secretaries, 
judges, committee members, sponsors, timekeepers, 
convenors and volunteers collectively create the competitions 
�I�U�R�P���Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�R�U�V�¶���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�����%�X�W���Z�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\���H�[�S�H�F�W��
those volunteers to operate as though they are running 
sophisticated commercial organisations.

We expect professionally drafted terms and conditions, 
comprehensive health and safety systems, privacy compliance, 
insurance expertise, carefully documented decision-making 
and immediate, legally precise communication. Then, when 

something goes wrong, decisions made by volunteers around 
a committee table can be dissected months later with the 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W���R�I���O�D�Z�\�H�U�V�����K�L�Q�G�V�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���W�U�L�E�X�Q�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�V��

That imbalance should concern the entire shearing 
community. It does not mean committees should be immune 
from accountability. Competitors are entitled to fairness. 
Promises should be honoured. Rules should be clear and 
should not casually change after somebody has won. But 
accountability must work both ways. Competitors also need 
to understand the nature of what they have entered and what 
they have won.

If the prize says $10,000 cash, the winner should receive 
$10,000 cash. If the prize says a place in a representative team 
travelling to Wales, the prize is the place in the team and the 
opportunity to travel and compete. The fact that providing 
that opportunity might cost the organisers $10,000 does not 
magically turn it into a $10,000 cheque. There is a lesson 
here in protecting the future of representative shearing. There 
is also a practical danger if we lose sight of this distinction. 

Why would a small volunteer committee take the risk of 
�R
u�H�U�L�Q�J���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���L�I���H�Y�H�U�\��
airfare, hotel room, rental vehicle or meal allowance can later 
be characterised as money personally owed to the selected 
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�R�U�"

The rational response will be to offer less. Fewer 
international tours. Fewer ambitious prizes. More restrictive 
conditions. More money spent on lawyers and insurance, 
and less money spent putting young shearers on aeroplanes. 
I believe that would be a poor outcome for the sport.

The lesson from Wagga should therefore not be that 
committees stop dreaming big. It should be that we protect 
those dreams with clearer rules. Representative-team prizes 
should state plainly that selection is the prize; travel and 
associated expenses are provided to enable participation; 
the package has no cash-redemption value unless expressly 
�V�W�D�W�H�G�����U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���¿�W�Q�H�V�V�����L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Y�H�O���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V��
may apply; and committees should document important 
decisions as they are made.

Competitors should know exactly where they stand before 
�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�K�H�H�S���K�L�W�V���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G�����%�X�W���D�P�L�G���D�O�O���W�K�H���O�H�J�D�O���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H����
we should remember something much simpler.

For generations, shearers have competed for ribbons, cups, 
titles and the right to represent their district, province or 
country. Nobody stood on the podium calculating the resale 
value of the blazer. They wanted the blazer because they had 
earned the right to wear it.

�7�K�D�W���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���Z�R�U�W�K���G�H�I�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���À�L�J�K�W�V���K�D�Y�H���D��
price. The hotel has a price. The rental van has a price. Even 
the team uniform has a price. But earning your place in a 
representative shearing team is the prize.

And if volunteer organisations are prepared to raise the 
money, do the work and create those opportunities, the 
shearing community should be encouraging them — while 
making sure the rules are clear enough that volunteers are 
not punished for having the ambition to give competitors 
something worth winning.

* * * * * *

�'�L�V�F�O�D�L�P�H�U�����W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U���D�L�G�H�G���O�H�J�D�O���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���:�D�J�J�D��
�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���+�H�D�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���1�6�:��
�&�L�Y�L�O���D�Q�G���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���7�U�L�E�X�Q�D�O���L�Q���-�X�Q�H������������

mailto:b.j.mahony@xtra.co.nz
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 Dave Carr, the tractor man
�%�\���'�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V

You may know him best as a wool classer (former Registrar/
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���2
v�F�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���1�=���:�R�R�O���&�O�D�V�V�H�U�V�¶���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����R�U��
maybe a woolhandling judge around the competition circuit 
over the past (ahem!) years. There’s a more remote chance 
�\�R�X���P�D�\���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���K�L�P���I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Y�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W����
full colour, glossy paper edition of Shearing magazine. That 
was in November 2004, Dave Carr in the photo with Don 
�*�D�V�N�H�O�O�¶�V�� �V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �W�H�D�P�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �F�X�W�W�L�Q�J�� �R�X�W�� ���������� �V�X�S�H�U�¿�Q�H��
�P�H�U�L�Q�R�V�� �D�W�� �>�'�D�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �*�D�L�O�@�� �&�D�U�U�¶�V�� �*�O�H�Q�D�O�O�H�Q�� �V�K�H�G���� �Q�H�D�U��
Waikari, the last shearing at that shed.

But this is mostly about none of that. Did you know, once 
upon a time Dave Carr, that esteemed man of our industry, 
who owns up to all of the above things, was once New 
�=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �W�U�D�F�W�R�U�� �G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�"�� �7�K�H�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �\�R�X�� �¿�Q�G��
when scrolling through ‘Papers Past New Zealand’ looking 
for all sorts of things related to shearing history.

The Press, Christchurch on 4 August 1978 reported on 
Dave Carr’s winning of that prestigious title at the National 
Fieldays, Mystery Creek near Hamilton, held in June of 
that year. Then 26-years-of-age, Dave told the newspaper 
he thought one of the things contributing to his success was 
learning to drive on the hills of his family’s property. “I think 
the big thing on the hills is that you have got  to be a jump 
in front all the time,” he explained.

The Carr property owned by Dave’s father was described 
as 1000 hectares (2500 acres) of hill country about 6.5 km 
from Waikari. Carrying 2000 Corriedale ewes and from 
800-850 hoggets bred as replacements. There were also 90 
Angus-Hereford cross cows which are mated with Angus 
bulls. Replacements were bought in periodically.

Tararua Shearing LtdTararua Shearing Ltd
Shearers and shedhands wanted. 

Must have good work ethics 
and be reliable.

Accommodation, meals and 
transport provided.

Work from mid-November to 
end of March.

Phone Rangi Manihera
Home 06 376 8096
Cell 027 386 8789

tararuashearing@xtra.co.nz
Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

“Normally no cropping is done and following the recent 
purchase of a round baler they had been able to go out of 
growing greenfeed in the interests of cutting down on tractor 
working costs. [What, with a champion tractor driver living 
�R�Q���W�K�H���I�D�U�P���@

Dave said his tractor driving success at Fieldays probably 
began at local Young Farmers Club level, where the 
competition initially started. As chairman of the Hawarden-
Waikari branch, he had taken part in a North Canterbury 
district contest at Oxford, where two members from each of 
the six North Canterbury clubs took part. Dave placed second 
�W�K�H�U�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���V�H�F�R�Q�G���D�J�D�L�Q���D�W���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���¿�Q�D�O�V���K�H�O�G���D�W���W�K�H��
Canterbury Show in Christchurch in November 1977.
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�7�Z�H�O�Y�H���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�W���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
Fieldays faced a comprehensive test of their skills. They 
also had to sit a half-hour written test with questions relating 
mainly to tractors, as well as some oral questions.

Part of the test included tractor pulling, Dave Carr recalled 
recently. “Each competitor for that test had to drive the same 
make of tractor and had to select where to hitch the rope and 
choose which gear to use. The big risk was having the front 
�Z�K�H�H�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�D�F�W�R�U���O�L�I�W�L�Q�J���R
u���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G��
�K�D�Y�H���P�H�D�Q�W���G�L�V�T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q���R�W�K�H�U���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���Z�H���K�D�G���W�R���X�V�H��
varying makes of tractors.”

Other tests for the contestants included a stability test with 
a front-end loader on the side of a hill, spreading a heap of 
soil to a required depth marked by pegs, using a choice of 
four-wheel drive tractor with grader blade, or a bulldozer. 
[The Press reported the bulldozer as the logical machine 
�W�R���X�V�H�����E�X�W���R�Q�O�\���W�Z�R���R�I���W�K�H���������F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W�V���G�L�G���V�R���@���3�U�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q��
driving and parallel driving with a cultivator were further 
tests of driving ability.

“David Carr took the contest with 1085 points out of a 
possible 1200. His nearest opponent was seven points away. 
�+�L�V���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���U�H�À�H�F�W�H�G���D���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W��
�W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�����)�R�U���K�L�V���H
u�R�U�W�V���K�L�V���S�U�L�]�H���Z�D�V�������������´��The Press 
reported.

Delving a bit deeper into the champion’s background, The 
Press said Dave had completed his schooling at St Andrews 
College in 1970 and had spent quite a lot of time working 
in other areas, including Parnassus and Wanaka. He’d spent 
three-and-a-half  years overseas, including a month in China 
and three years in Darwin, working for a Northern Territory 
transport company own by a relation of Gail's, Jim Cooper, 
who had previously operated a transport business at Tapanui 
(Otago). Gail and Dave were in Darwin when Cyclone Tracy 
blew it away (December 1974), but that’s another story.

“On that job I got a chance to drive the big diesel-powered 
road trains comprising two or three trailers carrying up to 
120 tonnes in containers. The main run was between Darwin 
and Alics Springs, a journey of some 1600km completed in 
a three-day round trip. The outward journey took 20 hours 
of travelling time and the return journey a couple of hours 
longer. Drivers would sleep in their vehicles and I just loved 
the big country.” 

And hidden away in the story was some additional 
information: “Last year David was a member of the 
Hawarden-Waikari YFC team that won the intermediate 
shearing and woolhandling competition at the Golden Shears 
at Masterton. He was on the wool table.”

And yes, there is more to the wool story – much more. 
Of their association with Shearing Sports New Zealand – 
herewith the bullet points version.
Dave Carr:
• �0�\���¿�U�V�W���U�H�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���,�V�O�D�Q�G���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J������������

when Peter Burnett, who was a Wool Board shearing 
instructor at the time, suggested I go, obviously he had 
an ulterior motive as I came away as Woolhandling 
Examiner for South Island Region 1 and 2. I was to 
remain an Examiner and judges Examiner until I retired 
40 years later. 

• Member Canterbury A&P Shearing Committee member 
since 1979.

• Was South Island woolhandling representative on 
National Committee when a Wool Board director (Tony 
Brennan) was still Chairman (late 1990s) and into John 
Fagan’s era as chairman.

• South Island Region 2 Chairman
• South Island Chairman 1989-2002. Involved with David 

and John Fagan in development of SSNI Constitution 
from original South Island one. 

• Woolhandling judge at World championships Masterton 
1988 and 1996; South Africa 2000

• Judge/ Manager North America/UK Team 2006
• Manager New Zealand Team at world championships 

in Wales 2011.
• Manager trans-Tasman Team 2006. Judged Warrnambool 

Shears, Hay and Bendigo.
• Official Australian, BISCA and South African 

Woolhandling judge.
• Provided input to updating New Zealand, Australian and 

World woolhandling rules 1993 onwards.
• �%�H�F�D�P�H���R
v�F�L�D�O���0�D�F�K�L�Q�H���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���%�O�D�G�H���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J��

judge in 1999 – New Zealand, Australia and BISCA.  

Gail Carr: 
• Became involved because she was there virtually from 

day dot
• She’s even been Referee at a Woolhandling Show!
• Started timekeeping and doing points about 2000 –  did 

points at Canterbury this year.
• Secretary Region 2
• South Island Secretary 
• National Secretary 11 years
• Winner Lance Waddell Shield for Services to SSNZ
• Earned her blazer as manager of New Zealand team to 

North America/UK 2006
• Was part of the New Zealand points team world 

championships Gorey in 2014.
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Above: �'�D�Y�H�� �&�D�U�U�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�D�V�V�L�Q�J�� �W�D�E�O�H����Top right: the 
�S�R�L�Q�W�V���W�H�D�P���D�W���1�=���0�H�U�L�Q�R���6�K�H�D�U�V�������*�D�L�O���&�D�U�U���Z�L�W�K���*�Z�H�Q�G�D��
�-�R�Q�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �-�R�K�Q�� �/�D�Z�W�R�Q�� ���5�,�3������Middle:�� �'�D�Y�H�� �&�D�U�U�� �W�K�H��
�R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�U���Z�L�W�K���5�R�[�D�Q�Q�H���5�R�[�E�X�U�J�K�����%�D�U�E�D�U�D���1�H�Z�W�R�Q�����5�D�H�O�H�Q�H��
�0�F�&�R�Q�D�F�K�L�H���D�Q�G���)�L�R�Q�D���:�D�O�N�H�U�����G�R�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�L�Q�J����

General Comments: 
There are very few South Island Shows we never went 
to; attended a lot of North Island events, including Speed 
�6�K�H�D�U�V�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U���L�Q���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D��

It`s the people in the industry, the fact that people are 
accepted for what they are and how they contribute to the 
industry that has made it so enjoyable. Anything we have 
done has been done because we both love the shearing 
industry. 40 years is a long time.

�$�I�W�H�U�� �S�X�W�W�L�Q�J�� �V�R�� �P�X�F�K�� �W�L�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H
u�R�U�W�� �L�Q�W�R�� �K�H�O�S�L�Q�J��
establish woolhandling as an integral part of SSNZ, 
including many years on National Committee, I became 
disillusioned with shearing representatives making 
decisions on behalf of Woolhandling. 

Perhaps our best woolhandling judge and certainly one 
of our best competitors was undermined and resigned 
from SSNZ leading up to the world championships in 
Invercargill – she was going to be referee at that event. 
Before that I as referee, stood a judge down from the 
�¿�Q�D�O�V���R�I�� �D�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�R���S�L�F�N���D���1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H��
for worlds – that judge was going to be judging family – 
refer SSNZ rules. 

I was ostracized and stood down for the rest of the 
�H�Y�H�Q�W�����$�V�� �D�� �¿�Q�H�� �Z�R�R�O�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�� �Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �E�L�W��
as important as shearing in my book. Good woolhandlers 
can more than double a farmer’s income. Anyone can cut 
�W�K�H���Z�R�R�O���R
u���D���V�K�H�H�S�����E�X�W���I�H�Z���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���S�U�H�S�D�U�H��
�W�K�D�W���Z�R�R�O���W�R���P�H�H�W���D���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�D�W���D�V�L�G�H�����Z�H���V�W�L�O�O���V�D�\��
what we think and do our best for the industry and will 
always do so.

I still continue to class merino sheds throughout the 
South Island, although I have mentored a talented young 
woman to take over my original run.



Shearing magazine No 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 25

��������
��������������� ���

NOW WITH 

FRONT 

POCKETS!

������� ��
���
	
�� ����������	� ��������
��
��•��
���	��•�����•
�����•
•����

������������•��	�•���•��
�
���������
��•
•�������������•�
���•�������
��
�	�•�
•� �
•��­�•���•�•������­€��	�•
�

‚�������	��•�ƒ

•„����
��
€�•
���€�‚���������•�•����������•

Heiniger New Zealand
+64 3 349 8282  |  sales@heiniger.co.nz  |  heiniger.co.nz



Shearing magazine No 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 26

 Hilary musters Icelandic sheep
�%�\���+�L�O�D�U�\���*�L�H�W�]�H�Q
By the mid-1980s, the shortage of sheep shearers had 
become a growing problem throughout North Dakota and the 
surrounding states. Calls for my services came from every 
�G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���À�R�F�N�V���,���Z�D�V���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���D�V�N�H�G���W�R��
shear were Icelandic sheep.

Icelandic sheep were especially prized by hand spinners 
because of their distinctive wool. Word spread quickly within 
the spinning community that I was a shearer who avoided 
making second cuts, a quality they valued because second 
cuts reduce the usefulness of the wool.

�$�Q�� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F�� �À�H�H�F�H�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�Z�R�� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�� �O�D�\�H�U�V���� �7�K�H��
longer outer guard hairs shed moisture by allowing it to 
evaporate or wick away, while the soft, shorter undercoat 
remains dry and provides insulation that keeps the sheep 
warm even in harsh weather.

A second cut occurs when the shearing comb is held too far 
above the skin, causing the wool to be cut twice. These short 
�¿�E�H�U�V���D�U�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���Z�R�U�W�K�O�H�V�V���I�R�U���K�D�Q�G���V�S�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�����F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J��
�X�Q�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���Z�D�V�W�H���D�Q�G���G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���À�H�H�F�H��

Beyond their wool, Icelandic sheep have become popular 
as pets because of their smaller size, active nature, and 
engaging personalities. While they can certainly be overfed, 
they generally do not become as excessively obese as some 
larger breeds. They remain athletic, quick on their feet, 
capable of impressive jumps, and typically maintain good 
body condition.

From a shearer’s perspective, Icelandic sheep are among 
my favorites. They are relatively lightweight, have tight skin 
with very few wrinkles, and their somewhat coarser wool 
combs and cuts cleanly. Their horns and quick movements 
can present occasional challenges, but their many positive 
qualities far outweigh the drawbacks.

Although I had sheared Icelandic sheep for years, the idea 
of travelling to Iceland itself didn’t occur until much later in 
�P�\���F�D�U�H�H�U�����%�\���W�K�H�Q���,���K�D�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���V�K�H�D�U�H�G���¿�Q�H���Z�R�R�O�O�H�G���V�K�H�H�S��

�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F���V�K�H�H�S���D�U�H���D���K�D�U�G�\�����D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���E�U�H�H�G�����U�R�D�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�¶�V��
�U�X�J�J�H�G���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V���P�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���I�R�U���R�Y�H�U���������������\�H�D�U�V��
�3�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\���D�G�D�S�W�H�G���W�R���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���K�D�U�V�K���F�O�L�P�D�W�H�����,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F���V�K�H�H�S��
�D�U�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H�����E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���À�H�H�F�H�����D�Q�G���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W��
�Q�D�W�X�U�H���� �$�Q�� �D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�� �E�U�H�H�G�� �V�K�D�S�H�G�� �E�\�� �Y�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F�� �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V��
�D�Q�G���$�U�F�W�L�F���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�����,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F���V�K�H�H�S���D�U�H���D�V���L�F�R�Q�L�F���D�V���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G��
�L�W�V�H�O�I���� �:�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �W�K�L�F�N�� �Z�R�R�O���� �F�X�U�Y�H�G�� �K�R�U�Q�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�U�H���I�R�R�W�H�G��
�D�J�L�O�L�W�\���� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F�� �V�K�H�H�S�� �D�U�H�� �D�� �W�L�P�H�O�H�V�V�� �V�\�P�E�R�O�� �R�I�� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V��
�Z�L�O�G���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�V�L�G�H�����'�H�V�F�H�Q�G�H�G���I�U�R�P���9�L�N�L�Q�J���H�U�D���À�R�F�N�V�����,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F��
�V�K�H�H�S���K�D�Y�H���W�K�U�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���I�R�U���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�����S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���S�U�L�]�H�G��
�Z�R�R�O�����P�H�D�W�����D�Q�G���P�L�O�N�����5�p�W�W�L�U���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���R�O�G�H�V�W���U�X�U�D�O��
�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����K�H�O�G���H�D�F�K���D�X�W�X�P�Q���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H�H�S���D�U�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���I�U�R�P��
�W�K�H���K�L�J�K�O�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���V�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q�H�U�V�����,�W�¶�V���D���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�R�V�H�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
Icelanders and the land.

Pleasant Point, South Canterbury
Quality Shearers, Woolhandlers & pressers wanted 

between the months of January - March & June - October. 

Competitive wage rates  
Call Anthony Frew  0276 148 089

eweneedus@outlook.com
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in Australia and South Africa and worked in New Zealand 
and the United Kingdom, where sheep are raised primarily 
for lamb production.

After returning from a sheep shearing trip to Alaska in 
September 2023, I began looking for opportunities to shear 
�V�K�H�H�S���L�Q���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�����$�W���¿�U�V�W���P�\���V�H�D�U�F�K���Z�D�V���F�D�V�X�D�O�����E�X�W���D�V���Z�L�Q�W�H�U��
arrived and my 2024 shearing season began, I became more 
serious. The language barrier proved challenging, and when 
I did receive responses to my inquiries, they were usually 
polite refusals.

�:�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���,���F�R�X�O�G���¿�Q�G���W�L�P�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���P�\���E�X�V�\���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����,���D�O�V�R��
immersed myself in Iceland’s history and culture. I found 
the country’s Scandinavian roots fascinating, along with its 
�%�U�L�W�L�V�K���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�V�����7�K�H���9�L�N�L�Q�J�V���R�I�W�H�Q���W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�H�G���W�R���%�U�L�W�D�L�Q���D�Q�G��
found a wife before settling Iceland. I’ve often wondered 
how many of the women who accompanied them made that 
journey willingly.

�,���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���Z�K�\���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�K�H�H�S���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�N���L�Q��
�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���V�R���G�L
v�F�X�O�W�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�O�L�P�D�W�H�����W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��
has an extremely short shearing season, one that coincides 
almost exactly with the busiest time of year for me back 
home in North Dakota.

As my own shearing season drew to a close, I accepted 
that working in Iceland that year probably wasn’t going 
to happen. Instead, I decided to travel there to witness the 
country’s famous annual sheep roundup, known as réttir, often 
described as “the most Icelandic event ever.”

Centuries ago, Icelandic farmers grazed their sheep on 
their own land. Eventually, much of the highland grazing 
area became common land, creating tension at the time but 
eventually giving rise to a remarkable tradition.

Each September, farmers work together to gather thousands 
of sheep that have spent the summer roaming freely in the 
�K�L�J�K�O�D�Q�G�V�����7�K�H���À�R�F�N�V���D�U�H���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���F�R�P�P�X�Q�D�O���V�R�U�W�L�Q�J��
�S�H�Q�V�����Z�K�H�U�H���H�Y�H�U�\���V�K�H�H�S���L�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���E�\���L�W�V���R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���P�D�U�N�L�Q�J�V��
before being taken home for the winter.

My goal was to join one of these groups during the roundup. 
Initially, I hoped to participate on a four-wheeler, similar to 
my experience helping gather sheep in Alaska in 2023. I soon 
discovered that wasn’t realistic. The Icelandic highlands are 
far too rugged for ATVs, which are used only after the sheep 

have been brought out of the mountains.
The real opportunity was to join the roundup on horseback. 

�7�K�D�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���P�\���¿�U�V�W���F�K�R�L�F�H�����E�X�W���,���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���I�R�X�Q�G��
�D���U�R�X�Q�G�X�S���W�K�D�W���R
u�H�U�H�G���D�Q���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���U�L�G�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�O�D�Q�G�V��
as well as the chance to help sort the sheep afterward. It was 
�W�K�H���E�H�V�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���,���Z�D�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���¿�Q�G��

Growing up on our family farm north of Glen Ullin, every 
one of us kids had a horse. One mare, Brownie, raised several 
foals. My older brother Aaron received one named Herman, 
and I received her last foal for my birthday. My horse, Henry, 
�F�D�P�H���I�U�R�P���D���G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���V�W�D�O�O�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���G�D�U�N�H�U���L�Q���F�R�O�R�U��

Henry was an exceptional horse with plenty of cow 
sense. My oldest brother, Russell, did his best to make me 
into a cowboy, but I never developed much enthusiasm for 
horseback riding. Henry was a much better horse than I was 
a cowboy.

One of my last memories of riding Henry involved an 
ornery bull that had escaped into the wrong pasture. Thinking 
�L�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �T�X�L�F�N�H�U���� �,�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�U�L�H�G�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �P�\�� �E�U�R�W�K�H�U�� �3�H�W�H�U�¶�V��
motorcycle to move the bull. That decision nearly got me 
into trouble more than once, as the bull repeatedly turned 
and charged. Maneuvering the motorcycle quickly enough 
�W�R���V�W�D�\���R�X�W���R�I���G�D�Q�J�H�U���E�H�F�D�P�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\���G�L
v�F�X�O�W��

Finally, I admitted defeat, rounded up Henry, grabbed a 
�E�X�O�O�Z�K�L�S�����D�Q�G���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�H���M�R�E���T�X�L�F�N�O�\���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�O�\�����2�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q����
Henry proved he was a far better horse than I was a rider.

For many years afterward, I hardly rode at all. About twenty 
years later, I gave my young daughter, Katie, rides around the 
yard on Henry, but we never ventured beyond a walk. Then 
another twenty-two years passed before I sat on a horse again.

Communication was difficult in joining a group of 
riders because the family organizing the ride also operated 
horseback camping trips deep in the highlands, where they 
were often out of contact for a week at a time.

Once I committed to joining the Icelandic roundup on 
horseback, my biggest concern wasn’t controlling the horse, 
it was simply whether my body could handle several hard 
days in the saddle. I began searching for opportunities to 
ride before the trip. 

Planning the trip became a race against time. Because the 
roundup takes place during Iceland’s busy tourist season, 
airline tickets and accommodations needed to be booked 
�T�X�L�F�N�O�\�����7�K�H���V�D�P�H���G�D�\���,���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���,���F�R�X�O�G��
�M�R�L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S�����,���E�R�R�N�H�G���P�\���À�L�J�K�W���W�R���.�H�À�D�Y�t�N���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�$�L�U�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�� �K�R�W�H�O���I�R�U���P�\�� �¿�U�V�W���Q�L�J�K�W���L�Q���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G����
With only three weeks remaining before the roundup, there 
was no time to waste.

Not long ago, Iceland wasn’t considered a major tourist 
destination. Travellers occasionally stopped there during 
Icelandair layovers, but few stayed long. Everything changed 
after the eruption of Eyjafjallajökull in April 2010. Although 
the volcanic ash caused widespread disruption to European 
air travel for more than a month, it also introduced millions of 
people to Iceland. Today, the country has become one of the 
world’s most popular travel destinations, attracting visitors 
eager to experience its glaciers, volcanoes, waterfalls, and 
dramatic landscapes.

With my trip booked, I needed to prepare for horseback 
�U�L�G�L�Q�J�����,���¿�U�V�W���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G���P�\���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���*�O�H�Q�Q�����Z�K�R���V�W�L�O�O���K�D�G���K�R�U�V�H�V����
�:�H���V�D�G�G�O�H�G���R�Q�H���D�Q�G���¿�W�W�H�G���L�W���Z�L�W�K���D���K�D�F�N�D�P�R�U�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Z�H��
didn’t have a bridle. Only then did I learn that Glenn no longer 
rode regularly and that the horse hadn’t been ridden in three 
years. That experience reminded me of an important lesson: 
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�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�W�H�S���L�Q���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���L�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z��
The next day I called one of my sheep shearing customers, 

whose wife, Karla, teaches horseback riding. I explained my 
�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���V�K�H���F�R�X�O�G���¿�W���P�H���L�Q�W�R���K�H�U���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H��
before my departure. Fortunately, she agreed.

Karla was an outstanding instructor who quickly recognized 
my strengths and weaknesses. Knowing my deadline, she 
helped me progress rapidly. I also spent time riding a horse 
owned by my niece, Monica, to gain additional experience. 
With every lesson, I became more comfortable in the saddle 
and noticeably less sore afterward.

Before leaving, I spent time helping with harvest. We 
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���W�R���¿�Q�L�V�K���F�R�P�E�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�K�H�D�W���D�Q�G���F�D�Q�R�O�D���E�H�I�R�U�H��
my departure, while the soybeans were still weeks away from 
harvest. It made leaving home much easier.

The departure date arrived quickly. Thanks to the riding 
lessons, I felt prepared for the adventure ahead. As I do before 
many trips, I also made time to visit my mother several times 
at the nursing home during the week before I left.

�0�\�� �M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�� �E�H�J�D�Q�� �R�Q�� �D�� �0�R�Q�G�D�\�� �P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �À�L�J�K�W��
from Minot. I intentionally scheduled generous layovers in 
�F�D�V�H���R�I���G�H�O�D�\�V�����D���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���S�D�L�G���R
u���Z�K�H�Q���R�X�U��
�G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H���Z�D�V���G�H�O�D�\�H�G���Q�H�D�U�O�\���D�Q���K�R�X�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���D�L�U���W�U�D
v�F��
�F�R�Q�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �0�L�Q�Q�H�D�S�R�O�L�V���� �)�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �,�� �À�H�Z�� �W�R�� �'�H�W�U�R�L�W��
�E�H�I�R�U�H���E�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J���P�\���R�Y�H�U�Q�L�J�K�W���À�L�J�K�W���W�R���.�H�À�D�Y�t�N���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
Airport. I had planned to spend one day in Reykjavík before 
�M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�G�H�U�V���� �7�K�H�� �H�[�W�U�D�� �G�D�\�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �D�� �E�X
u�H�U��
against travel delays while giving me time to adjust to 
�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���¿�Y�H���K�R�X�U���W�L�P�H���G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�F�H��

My flight landed even earlier than expected at about 
6:10 Tuesday morning. With nothing to declare, I cleared 
�S�D�V�V�S�R�U�W���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�V�W�R�P�V�� �T�X�L�F�N�O�\���� �R
v�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J��
what promised to be one of the most memorable adventures 
of my sheep shearing career.

�6�W�H�S�S�L�Q�J���R
u���W�K�H���D�L�U�S�O�D�Q�H���R�Q�W�R���W�K�H���W�D�U�P�D�F���L�Q���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���Z�D�V��
�P�\���¿�U�V�W���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����,���K�D�G���E�R�D�U�G�H�G���W�K�H���À�L�J�K�W��
dressed for a warm day in Minot, only to be greeted by cold 
�W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���D���¿�H�U�F�H���Z�L�Q�G���W�K�D�W���P�D�G�H���L�W���G�L
v�F�X�O�W���W�R���Z�D�O�N����
My warm clothes were tucked away in my checked luggage, 
and for a brief moment I wondered why I had chosen Iceland 
for an adventure. 

�6�L�Q�F�H���,���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���L�Q���D���U�X�V�K���W�R���J�H�W���L�Q�W�R���5�H�\�N�M�D�Y�t�N�����,���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�H�G��
my rental car reservation for after the sheep roundup. 
�(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U�����V�R���P�\���Q�H�[�W���W�D�V�N���Z�D�V���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H��
�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\���� �7�K�H�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �R
u�H�U�H�G�� �D�� �S�R�R�U��
rate, and although the ATM was slightly better, it still wasn’t 

�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���P�R�V�W���Y�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�F�W�L�Y�H���S�O�D�F�H�V���E�H��
�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���V�L�W�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�Z�R���W�H�F�W�R�Q�L�F���S�O�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���S�X�O�O�L�Q�J���D�S�D�U�W�����G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\��
�D�E�R�Y�H���D���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���P�D�Q�W�O�H���K�R�W�V�S�R�W�����$�V���P�D�J�P�D���U�L�V�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�U�D�F�N�V��
�L�Q���W�K�H���(�D�U�W�K�¶�V���F�U�X�V�W�����L�W���H�U�X�S�W�V���W�R���I�R�U�P���Y�R�O�F�D�Q�R�H�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H�D�W�H���Q�H�Z��
�O�D�Q�G�����F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�O�\���U�H�V�K�D�S�L�Q�J���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H��

�6�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U�I�U�R�Q�W���L�Q���5�H�\�N�M�D�Y�t�N�����W�K�H���E�D�\���V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�V��
�R�X�W�� �L�Q�� �T�X�L�H�W�� �V�K�D�G�H�V�� �R�I�� �E�O�X�H���� �G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J�� �\�R�X�U�� �H�\�H�V�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�� �W�K�H��
�P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���U�L�V�L�Q�J���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U�����7�K�H�L�U���V�Q�R�Z���G�X�V�W�H�G���S�H�D�N�V��
�V�H�H�P���W�R���À�R�D�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���V�H�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�N�\�����F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�V�K�L�I�W�L�Q�J�� �O�L�J�K�W���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�L�O�O�Q�H�V�V���� �L�W�¶�V�� �H�D�V�\�� �W�R�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�� �Z�K�\��
�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V���I�H�H�O���E�R�W�K���Y�D�V�W���D�Q�G���G�H�H�S�O�\���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O��
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appealing. In the end, I discovered what Icelanders already 
knew, that credit cards are accepted almost everywhere and 
are favored over cash. I’m not a fan of relying entirely on 
electronic payments, but in Iceland it simply wasn’t an issue.

A shuttle bus took me from the airport to Reykjavík’s BSI 
bus station, where I would meet my horseback riding group 
the following morning. My guesthouse was only a ten minute 
walk away. Hotels in Reykjavík often cost well over $200 
a night, so guesthouses are a popular alternative. Mine was 
�F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H�����R
u�H�U�H�G���D���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�W�D�O���E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W�����D�Q�G�����O�L�N�H���P�D�Q�\��
others, shared bathrooms among several rooms.

Check in wasn’t until late afternoon, but I was able to leave 
�P�\���O�X�J�J�D�J�H���D�Q�G���K�H�D�G���R�X�W���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����0�\���¿�U�V�W���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
was breakfast. I wanted to sample traditional Icelandic food, 
so I followed a recommendation from the guesthouse owner. 
The food looked wonderful, but the prices caught my attention 
�¿�U�V�W�����%�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���U�D�Q�J�H�G���I�U�R�P�����������W�R�������������Z�K�L�O�H���G�L�Q�Q�H�U���H�Q�W�U�p�H�V��
�Z�H�U�H���F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R�������������$�W���¿�U�V�W���,���D�V�V�X�P�H�G���L�W���Z�D�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���Z�D�V��
near the city center. Later I realized those prices were simply 
Iceland.

One attraction everyone recommended was the Lava Show, 
and it didn’t disappoint. The presentation explained how 
Iceland’s volcanoes are formed before molten lava, heated 
to nearly 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit, was poured into the 
showroom. The lava itself came from the 1918 Katla eruption 
�D�Q�G���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�H�X�V�H�G���I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V�����:�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���L�W���J�O�R�Z�����À�R�Z�����D�Q�G��
cool just a few feet away was unforgettable.

�1�H�[�W���F�D�P�H���)�O�\�2�Y�H�U���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�����D���À�L�J�K�W���V�L�P�X�O�D�W�R�U���W�K�D�W���F�D�U�U�L�H�G��
visitors over glaciers, waterfalls, volcanoes, and coastlines 
across the country. It was an impressive preview of many of 
the places I hoped to see during my trip.

The rest of my day disappeared inside Perlan, Reykjavík’s 
natural history museum. Its exhibits explained how Iceland 
was created by volcanic forces, traced the country’s history, 
and showcased the remarkable landscapes that make the 
island unique. Before leaving, I climbed to the observation 
deck for a panoramic view of the city. The scenery was 
�V�S�H�F�W�D�F�X�O�D�U�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���U�H�O�H�Q�W�O�H�V�V���Z�L�Q�G���P�D�G�H���L�W���G�L
v�F�X�O�W���W�R��
stand straight or even walk. 

By evening I was ready to settle into my room before 

heading back into the city for supper. I had already decided 
my Icelandic menu would consist mainly of seafood and 
�O�D�P�E�����)�U�H�V�K���V�H�D�I�R�R�G���L�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���P�\���¿�U�V�W���F�K�R�L�F�H���Z�K�H�Q���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���D��
coastal country, and lamb is one of Iceland’s signature foods. 
By then I had stopped worrying about prices and decided to 
simply enjoy the experience.

Despite planning an early bedtime, I managed to stay 
awake longer than intended. Fortunately, after a sleepless 
�À�L�J�K�W�����,���V�O�H�S�W���V�R�X�Q�G�O�\�����7�K�H���Q�H�[�W���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���,���Z�D�V���X�S���H�D�U�O�\���I�R�U��
breakfast and then walked to the BSI station to meet the 
group for the sheep roundup. I wanted to arrive well ahead 
of time so I wouldn’t delay anyone else.

The morning was calm, clear, and much colder than I was 
used to, but this time I was dressed for it. While waiting 
for a vehicle bearing the Nupshestar logo, I struck up a 
conversation with three women from Denmark who were 
also joining the roundup. Two were experienced riders, while 
the third admitted she had very little riding experience. They 
assumed that because I was from North Dakota I must be a 
cowboy. I quickly corrected that misconception.

More riders gradually arrived until our group numbered 
nineteen. We represented several countries: seven from 
Denmark, two from Germany, two from Switzerland, and 
eight from the United States. I was the only American from 
the Midwest; the others all came from the East Coast.

After about a 90 minute drive into the Icelandic 
countryside, we reached the farm where the horses were 
waiting. We shared a hearty brunch, introduced ourselves, and 
were divided into two riding groups. Before long, we were in 
�W�K�H���V�D�G�G�O�H���D�Q�G���R�Q���R�X�U���Z�D�\���W�R���¿�Q�G���W�K�H���V�K�H�H�S�����7�K�H���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H���,��
�K�D�G���F�R�P�H���D�O�O���W�K�L�V���Z�D�\���W�R���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���R
u���W�R���D���J�R�R�G���V�W�D�U�W����

This was a family-owned business. The husband handled 
most of the horse management, while his wife took care of 
organizing the business.

Iceland has only one breed of horse, one breed of cattle, 

�)�U�R�P���D���K�L�J�K���Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���S�R�L�Q�W�����5�H�\�N�M�D�Y�t�N���V�W�U�H�W�F�K�H�V���J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O�O�\���D�O�R�Q�J��
�W�K�H���H�G�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F�����L�W�V���F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O���U�R�R�I�W�R�S�V���V�F�D�W�W�H�U�H�G��
�E�H�Q�H�D�W�K���D���Z�L�G�H���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F���V�N�\�����%�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����W�K�H���G�H�H�S���E�O�X�H��
water meets distant mountains, creating a dramatic backdrop 
�W�K�D�W���I�H�H�O�V���E�R�W�K���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O���D�Q�G���X�Q�W�D�P�H�G�����7�K�H���E�O�H�Q�G���R�I���P�R�G�H�U�Q��
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���� �Z�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �V�W�U�H�H�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �E�H�D�X�W�\��
�P�D�N�H�V�� �5�H�\�N�M�D�Y�t�N�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�� �O�L�N�H�� �D�� �V�P�D�O�O���� �Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W�� �F�L�W�\�� �Q�H�V�W�O�H�G��
between the sea and the wilderness.
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and one breed of sheep, all being Icelandic. If one of these 
animals leaves Iceland, it is never allowed to return. Because 
of the country’s strict biosecurity laws, I could not bring any 
leather products unless they were brand new or had been 
�V�D�Q�L�W�L�]�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���E�U�D�Q�G���R�I���G�L�V�L�Q�I�H�F�W�D�Q�W��

�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F���K�R�U�V�H�V���D�U�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���¿�Y�H���J�D�L�W�V����
Most horses have only three, while some have four. Every 
horse can walk, trot, and canter or gallop. The walk is a 
four-beat gait, the trot is a two-beat gait, and the canter is a 
three-beat gait.

The Icelandic horse also has the tölt, a smooth running 
walk that is unlike anything I had ever experienced. It is 
�L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���W�R���U�L�G�H�����7�K�H�L�U���¿�I�W�K���J�D�L�W���L�V���W�K�H���À�\�L�Q�J��
pace, an extremely fast gait in which both legs on each side 
move together. I was never on suitable terrain to experience 
that gait.

�0�\���¿�U�V�W���K�R�U�V�H���Z�D�V���6�W�R�U�P�X�U���,�����:�H���V�S�H�Q�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���K�R�X�U�V���U�L�G�L�Q�J��
trails to reach another location. After a late lunch, we switched 
to fresh horses. My second horse was Stormur II, a younger 
�K�R�U�V�H���W�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���I�R�D�O���R�I���P�\���¿�U�V�W���K�R�U�V�H��

That afternoon we brought sheep down from the mountains 
into a lower pasture. They would remain there until joining 
more sheep the following day.

It was a long day, and I was thankful for the riding lessons 
I had taken beforehand. They had prepared both my skills 
and my body for the trip.

The next day I rode a horse named Hringur, and he was 
not my favorite. He had only two speeds – slow and slower. 
No matter what I did, I couldn’t convince him to move any 
faster. We reached our next destination around noon, had 
lunch, and switched horses again.

My new horse was Blossi, and he quickly became my 
favorite. He was energetic, eager to work, and seemed to 
know exactly what needed to be done.

That afternoon we climbed into another mountain area to 
bring down more sheep. The terrain was steeper, rougher, 
and the sheep were spread over a much larger area, so I was 
grateful to have a dependable horse.

�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F�� �V�K�H�H�S�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �V�H�H�P�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �P�X�F�K�� �R�I�� �D�� �À�R�F�N�L�Q�J��
instinct. Instead of staying together, they were scattered 
�H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H���� �2�I�W�H�Q�� �,�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �¿�Q�G�� �R�Q�O�\�� �D�� �H�Z�H�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�U�� �W�Z�R��
lambs standing alone on a rocky outcrop, waiting for me to 
come after them. Many times I had to give a stubborn sheep 
a gentle push with my foot to get it moving.

Blossi often helped by nudging reluctant sheep with his 
nose. I suspected he had spent time working on a sheep farm 
because he seemed to know exactly what to do.

Whenever we reached a steep climb, Blossi amazed me. 
Many times I planned to dismount and lead him up the hill, 
�E�X�W���E�H�I�R�U�H���,���F�R�X�O�G���J�H�W���R
u�����K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���G�L�J���L�Q���D�Q�G���F�O�L�P�E���W�K�H���V�O�R�S�H��
on his own. For such a small horse, he had incredible strength 
and determination.

I never had to ride down steep hills. Once the sheep were 
moving, I could circle around and descend on gentler ground.

Whenever we stopped to wait for more sheep, I would get 
�R
u�� �D�Q�G�� �O�H�W�� �%�O�R�V�V�L�� �J�U�D�]�H���� �+�H�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �V�H�H�P�H�G�� �U�H�I�U�H�V�K�H�G�� �D�Q�G��
ready to work when it was time to move again.

�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F���K�R�U�V�H�V���D�U�H���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�O�G�H�V�W���D�Q�G���S�X�U�H�V�W���K�R�U�V�H���E�U�H�H�G�V��
�L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���E�\���1�R�U�V�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�U�V���R�Y�H�U��������������
�\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R���� �%�H�F�D�X�V�H���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���K�D�V���O�R�Q�J�� �S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W��
�R�I���K�R�U�V�H�V�����W�K�H���E�U�H�H�G���K�D�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G���J�H�Q�H�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�����7�K�H�\��
�D�U�H���V�P�D�O�O���L�Q���V�W�D�W�X�U�H���±���R�I�W�H�Q���S�R�Q�\���V�L�]�H�G���±���E�X�W���D�U�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G��
�K�R�U�V�H�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����H�Q�G�X�U�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���W�H�P�S�H�U�D�P�H�Q�W����
�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�L�F���K�R�U�V�H�V���D�U�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���I�D�P�R�X�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���X�Q�L�T�X�H���W�|�O�W�����D��
�V�P�R�R�W�K�����I�R�X�U���E�H�D�W���J�D�L�W���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���U�L�G�H�����D�V���Z�H�O�O��
�D�V���W�K�H���À�\�L�Q�J���S�D�F�H�����D���I�D�V�W���J�D�L�W���X�V�H�G���E�\���V�R�P�H���K�R�U�V�H�V�����)�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\����
�V�X�U�H���I�R�R�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O���D�G�D�S�W�H�G���W�R���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���U�X�J�J�H�G���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H����
�W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�Q���L�F�R�Q�L�F���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�\����
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• ���0�D�Q�G�D�W�R�U�\���W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���E�\���1�=�7�'�'�$��
• �$�E�R�Y�H���1�=�6�&�$���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G���U�D�W�H�V
• �$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����I�R�R�G�����W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����H�P�H�U�L�H�V���±���D�O�O��

�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�W���Q�R���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H

�-�H�‡���±��������������������������

�2�ˆ�F�H���±���������������������������M�H�ú�G�R�U�V�H�W�#�[�W�U�D���F�R���Q�] 

We support all that is best in shearing
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As the roundup continued, more sheep, horses, and riders 
�I�U�R�P���R�W�K�H�U���J�U�R�X�S�V���M�R�L�Q�H�G���X�V�����%�\���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���G�D�\���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���V�R��
many people helping that neither the riders nor the horses 
had to work nearly as hard.

Around noon on the fourth day, everyone arrived at the 
sorting location with the sheep. Hundreds of townspeople 
were already there, having come just to watch the annual 
event. Several hundred sheep at a time were herded into a 
large circular pen with gated openings leading into individual 
holding pens. Each farmer had a designated pen for their 
own sheep.

We would catch a sheep, straddle it, and drag it into the 
correct pen. At one point I joked with the man in charge 
that there had to be easier ways to do this. He smiled and 
replied, “Yes, I know. But this is the way they’ve been doing 
it for centuries.” With so many people helping, the sorting 
�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���W�D�N�H���O�R�Q�J�����2�Q�F�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���Z�D�V���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�����L�W���Z�D�V���W�L�P�H���W�R��
celebrate. Afterward, each farmer drove their sheep back to 
their own farm, and our work was complete.

On the last day, I discovered that I had lost my camera. 
One of our guides suggested retracing my route to where I 
had last used it. I told her I had wandered so much that I had 
no idea where I had been, but perhaps we could return to the 
place where I had taken my last photograph.

As we slowly moved the sheep over the next several hours, 
I prayed to Saint Anthony, who is traditionally asked to help 
�¿�Q�G���O�R�V�W���L�W�H�P�V�����/�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���G�D�\���Z�H���G�U�R�Y�H���E�D�F�N���W�R���Z�K�H�U�H���,���K�D�G��
taken my last picture. I remembered the spot because I had 
�J�R�W�W�H�Q���R
u���P�\���K�R�U�V�H���W�R���O�H�W���K�L�P���J�U�D�]�H�����,�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���H�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�X�V�K��
grass, he had pulled leaves from a nearby shrub. Shrubs were 
rare in that area, so when we returned I looked for that same 
shrub. There, lying on the ground beside it, was my camera.

I think I had intended to slip it into an inside pocket but 
missed, allowing it to fall through my coat onto the ground. 
No one in our group could believe I had actually found it.

We spent one more night at our lodging, where everyone 
gathered for a farewell celebration before leaving the next 
morning. After breakfast we returned to Reykjavík.

Since I still had some time before leaving Iceland, I visited 
Hallgrímskirkja Church. Its soaring tower and distinctive design 
make it one of Reykjavík’s most recognisable landmarks. The 

active Lutheran church dominates the city’s skyline and was the 
perfect place to end an unforgettable journey.

I also wanted to visit the Saga Museum, which portrays 
many of the key events in Icelandic history. The audio-guided 
tour was excellent and well worth the time.

That evening I walked to the cathedral for Saturday Mass. I 
was surprised by how few people attended. Iceland has very 
few Catholics, but there are plenty of tourists. The priest 
began the Mass in Icelandic, then immediately stopped to 
ask how many people preferred English. After seeing the 
response, he returned to the sacristy and came back with an 
English missal.

When it came time for the readings, he asked if anyone 
would like to read. I looked around, and since no one stepped 
forward, I started walking toward the front. Before I got 
there, he changed his mind and said, “Never mind. I’ll do 
the reading.” It struck me as an odd situation. It probably 
would have worked better if he had asked for a reader before 
Mass began.

I stayed at the same guesthouse as before. The owner 
recommended a restaurant, but when I arrived it was 
completely booked and accepting reservations only. Instead, 
I returned to a restaurant where I had eaten a few days earlier 
and knew I enjoyed the food.

As I was leaving, an older couple asked if they could walk 
with me to the restaurant. I didn’t mind. I thought it might be 
an opportunity to meet someone new.

I slowed my pace so they could keep up, which wasn’t 
a problem. The problem was the husband. He complained 
about walking up a slight incline, crossing a busy street, 
and even the restaurant itself, as though those things were 
somehow my fault.

�+�D�O�O�J�U�t�P�V�N�L�U�N�M�D�� �L�V�� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �O�D�U�J�H�V�W�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I��
�5�H�\�N�M�D�Y�t�N�¶�V���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�D�E�O�H���O�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N�V�����&�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q��������������
�L�W�V���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J���G�H�V�L�J�Q���Z�D�V���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���E�\���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F���E�D�V�D�O�W��
�O�D�Y�D���F�R�O�X�P�Q�V�����F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���D���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���V�L�O�K�R�X�H�W�W�H���W�K�D�W���G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�V��
�W�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�¶�V�� �V�N�\�O�L�Q�H���� �9�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�� �F�D�Q�� �D�O�V�R�� �D�V�F�H�Q�G�� �W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V��
�W�R�Z�H�U���I�R�U���V�Z�H�H�S�L�Q�J���S�D�Q�R�U�D�P�L�F���Y�L�H�Z�V���R�I���5�H�\�N�M�D�Y�t�N���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
surrounding mountains and sea.
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�3�K�R�Q�H���&�R�O�L�Q���R�Q��������������������������
�R�U������������������������

�6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�Q�]�/�W�G�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

�/�L�N�H���W�R���F�R�P�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�Q�Q�\���+�D�Z�N�H�V���%�D�\�"��

�:�H���K�D�Y�H���M�R�E�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�U�R�P���P�L�G���0�D�\���W�R���H�Q�G���R�I��
�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �P�L�G���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�R�� �0�D�U�F�K��
�I�R�U���V�H�D�V�R�Q�D�O�����V�W�D�‡����

�,�I�� �\�R�X�¶�G�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�R�� �P�R�Y�H�� �K�H�U�H�� �W�R�� �O�L�Y�H�� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H��
�S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�J�K�W��
�S�H�R�S�O�H�����$�O�O�� �\�R�X�� �Q�H�H�G�� �L�V�� �D�� �J�R�R�G�� �Z�R�U�N�� �H�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G��
�\�R�X�U���J�H�D�U��

�$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H����

�6�S�R�Q�V�R�U�����1�R�U�W�K���,�V�O�D�Q�G���:�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���&�L�U�F�X�L�W

During dinner I learned he was a medical doctor. I joked 
to myself that if I tolerated his constant complaints, maybe 
he’d buy my meal. Instead, I got the impression he expected 
me to pay for his. Even now, I still don’t understand his way 
of thinking.

Finding my guesthouse afterward was easy since I could 
use Hallgrímskirkja Lutheran Church as a landmark.

Sunday morning I caught an early bus to the airport to 
pick up my rental car. Although I had made a reservation, I 
accidentally booked it for 9:00am., so I had to wait before 
I could get the car. I also wanted to rent a GPS. Instead, the 
rental agent suggested a portable Wi-Fi hotspot that connected 
to the cellular network and provided internet access. She also 
included a GPS at no extra charge. The hotspot turned out 
to be one of the best travel purchases I made. It was cheaper 
than paying for international phone service, and whenever 
I left the car I simply carried the hotspot in my pocket and 
still had internet access. The battery lasted all day without 
any problems.

Technology like this makes travel so much easier. Years 
ago I drove through foreign countries and major cities using 
only paper maps. Modern navigation lets me concentrate on 
driving instead of worrying about getting lost or being in 
the wrong lane.

�0�\���¿�U�V�W���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���5�H�\�N�M�D�G�D�O�X�U���+�R�W���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V�����7�K�H���K�L�N�H��
was nearly four miles with a steady climb, but the scenery 
made every step worthwhile. Steam rose from the ground in 
many places, reminding me that I was walking through an 
active geothermal area. The hot river was perfect for relaxing 
and swimming after the hike.

On the way back to my car, I passed a sheep-sorting 
facility where the annual roundup was underway. Naturally, 
I had to stop. I struck up conversations, helped sort sheep, 
and enjoyed every minute of it. This operation was much 

smaller than the one I had sorted sheep at a few days earlier. 
This facility had newer pens which were built from modern 
materials instead of stone.

From there I continued to Þingvellir National Park, one of 
Iceland’s most historic sites. The country’s parliament was 
established here around the year 930 and met at Þingvellir 
for nearly 900 years. The Law Rock served as the assembly’s 
focal point, where the Lawspeaker recited the laws and 
addressed the gathering.

Þingvellir is also geologically unique because it lies in the 
rift valley between the North American and Eurasian tectonic 
plates. The widening cracks created by the shifting plates 
are clearly visible, and I was able to walk through one of the 
largest canyons formed by this process.

That evening I stayed in a nearby town. At breakfast the 
next morning, I happened to meet the couple who were sitting 
�E�H�V�L�G�H���P�H���R�Q���W�K�H���À�L�J�K�W���I�U�R�P���'�H�W�U�R�L�W���W�R���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H��
talkative and telling me about their travelling. I didn’t mind 
listening, but I was convinced that my travelling was a lot 
more adventurous and interesting.   

My next stop was Brúarfoss, a relatively small waterfall 
�I�D�P�R�X�V�� �I�R�U�� �L�W�V�� �E�U�L�O�O�L�D�Q�W�� �E�O�X�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U���� �)�H�G�� �E�\�� �J�O�D�F�L�D�O�� �U�X�Q�R
u����
water feeds down to the Hvita River, which then descends 
into the River Bruara. As a result, the water is a vivid blue 
color, almost looking unreal. 

According to local history, the waterfall’s name came from 
a natural stone-arched bridge that once crossed the river. It 
was destroyed in 1602 when there was a great famine in 
Iceland. An employee of the Diocese of Skálholt  destroyed 
it to prevent starving people from reaching nearby Skálholt 
during a famine.

Next I went to the Geysir Geothermal area, located in 
the Haukadalur Valley in southwestern Iceland, one of the 
country's most famous natural attractions. Known for its hot 
springs and geysers, this geothermal wonderland is where 
the word "geyser" originated, named after the Great Geysir, 
which was once one of the most powerful geysers in the 
world.

Although the Great Geysir is now mostly dormant, its 
�Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�����6�W�U�R�N�N�X�U�����U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���D�F�W�L�Y�H�����H�U�X�S�W�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\���¿�Y�H���W�R��

�%�U�~�D�U�I�R�V�V�� �L�V�� �D�� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�T�X�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�I�D�O�O�� �L�Q�� �V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W�� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G����
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���I�R�U���L�W�V���Y�L�Y�L�G���W�X�U�T�X�R�L�V�H���Z�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I��
�F�D�V�F�D�G�L�Q�J���I�D�O�O�V�����)�H�G���E�\���J�O�D�F�L�D�O���P�H�O�W�Z�D�W�H�U�����L�W�V���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J���E�O�X�H���F�R�O�R�U��
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�V���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���Y�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H����
�P�D�N�L�Q�J���L�W���R�Q�H���R�I���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���P�R�V�W���S�K�R�W�R�J�H�Q�L�F���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V����
�7�K�R�X�J�K���V�P�D�O�O�H�U���W�K�D�Q���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���I�D�P�R�X�V���Z�D�W�H�U�I�D�O�O�V����
�%�U�~�D�U�I�R�V�V���L�V���S�U�L�]�H�G���I�R�U���L�W�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H���E�H�D�X�W�\���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�T�X�L�O���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J��
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�7�K�H�� �*�U�H�D�W�� �*�H�\�V�L�U�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�P�R�X�V�� �K�R�W�� �V�S�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �J�D�Y�H�� �L�W�V��
�Q�D�P�H���W�R���D�O�O���J�H�\�V�H�U�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����/�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V��
�+�D�X�N�D�G�D�O�X�U���J�H�R�W�K�H�U�P�D�O���Y�D�O�O�H�\�����L�W���K�D�V���H�U�X�S�W�H�G���V�S�H�F�W�D�F�X�O�D�U�O�\��
�I�R�U���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���L�V���Q�R�Z���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���G�R�U�P�D�Q�W�����1�H�D�U�E�\����
�W�K�H���K�L�J�K�O�\���D�F�W�L�Y�H���6�W�U�R�N�N�X�U���J�H�\�V�H�U���H�U�X�S�W�V���H�Y�H�U�\���I�H�Z���P�L�Q�X�W�H�V����
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�¶�V���U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H���J�H�R�W�K�H�U�P�D�O���G�L�V�S�O�D�\��

ten minutes and shooting boiling water up to 90 feet into the 
air. The sight of Strokkur's powerful eruptions against the 
backdrop of the rugged Icelandic landscape is a truly awe-
inspiring experience.

The area is also dotted with bubbling mud pots, steaming 
vents, and colourful mineral deposits that create a surreal, 
otherworldly atmosphere. The geothermal activity in the 
region is a reminder of the immense volcanic forces that lie 
beneath Iceland's surface, making this area a must-visit for 
those interested in the natural wonders of the Earth

�6�N�i�O�K�R�O�W���&�D�W�K�H�G�U�D�O�� �V�W�D�Q�G�V�� �R�Q�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �P�R�V�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F��
�V�L�W�H�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��
�F�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���F�K�X�U�F�K�����F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G��
�L�Q���������������U�H�À�H�F�W�V���D���E�O�H�Q�G���R�I���P�R�G�H�U�Q���D�Q�G���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�H�V�L�J�Q���D�Q�G��
�F�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�W�H�V���6�N�i�O�K�R�O�W�¶�V���H�Q�G�X�U�L�Q�J���U�R�O�H���L�Q���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q��
�K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�����H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�\��

�*�X�O�O�I�R�V�V�����P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���³�*�R�O�G�H�Q���)�D�O�O�V���´���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���P�R�V�W��
�L�F�R�Q�L�F���Z�D�W�H�U�I�D�O�O�V�����)�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���J�O�D�F�L�D�O���+�Y�t�W�i���5�L�Y�H�U�����L�W���S�O�X�Q�J�H�V��
�L�Q�� �W�Z�R�� �G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F�� �V�W�D�J�H�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �D�� �U�X�J�J�H�G�� �F�D�Q�\�R�Q���� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D��
�V�S�H�F�W�D�F�X�O�D�U�� �G�L�V�S�O�D�\�� �R�I�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�D�X�W�\���� �$�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���I�D�P�R�X�V���*�R�O�G�H�Q���&�L�U�F�O�H���U�R�X�W�H�����*�X�O�O�I�R�V�V��
�D�W�W�U�D�F�W�V���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���\�H�D�U���U�R�X�Q�G��

A short drive brought me to a large waterfall, Gullfoss, 
which is one of Iceland's most famous natural attractions. 
The name Gullfoss means "Golden Falls," and it's known 
for its powerful cascade. Gullfoss is fed by the Hvita River 
creating two dramatic stages into a deep canyon that total 
around 105 feet (32 meters) in height, creating an impressive 
display of raw power. 

While these famous attractions were spectacular, I found 
myself wanting to escape the crowds. I drove into the 
highlands, where the vegetation gradually disappeared and the 
road became rough. My small rental car wasn’t ideal for the 
�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�R���,���G�U�R�Y�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\�����7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���Q�R���W�U�D
v�F����
and I enjoyed having the landscape almost entirely to myself.

 As evening approached, I left the highlands and headed 
�I�R�U�� �6�N�i�O�K�R�O�W���� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �P�R�V�W�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
religious centers. It was the capital of Iceland for over 700 
years. The present Skálholt Cathedral, built in 1963, stands 
on the site of nine earlier churches dating back to around the 
year 1000, when Iceland adopted Christianity. 

The Cathedral is known for its stylish architecture, the 
beautiful altarpiece, and the spectacular stained glass 
windows. The Cathedral contains an underground museum 
with archaeological discoveries, including the remains 
believed to belong to Bishop Páll Jónsson. Skálholt was also 
the site where Jón Arason, Iceland’s last Catholic bishop, was 

We have vacancies for professional shearers, shedhands and We have vacancies for professional shearers, shedhands and 
�S�U�H�V�V�H�U�V���W�R���V�W�D
u���R�X�U���$�V�K�E�X�U�W�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���U�X�Q�����: �H���R
u�H�U���S�U�H�V�V�H�U�V���W�R���V�W�D
u���R�X�U���$�V�K�E�X�U�W�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���U�X�Q�����:�H���R
u�H�U��
excellent accommodation, top pay rates and steady, year-excellent accommodation, top pay rates and steady, year-
round work with busy main-shear and pre-lamb runs.round work with busy main-shear and pre-lamb runs.

�3�K�R�Q�H�����2
v�F�H�����������������������������3�K�R�Q�H�����2
v�F�H����������������������������
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 Grant Smith 0272 413  010 
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�.�H�U�L�è���&�U�D�W�H�U���L�V���D���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J���Y�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F���F�U�D�W�H�U���O�D�N�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�O�R�Q�J��
�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���I�D�P�R�X�V���*�R�O�G�H�Q���&�L�U�F�O�H���U�R�X�W�H�����)�R�U�P�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G��������������
�\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R���� �L�W�V���Y�L�Y�L�G���U�H�G���Y�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F���V�O�R�S�H�V���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G���D���W�U�D�Q�T�X�L�O��
�E�O�X�H���J�U�H�H�Q���O�D�N�H���� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�H���R�I�� �W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V�� �P�R�V�W���F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O��
�D�Q�G���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H���J�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���O�D�Q�G�P�D�U�N�V��

executed in 1550 during the Reformation. Also the museum 
has historical artifacts and a mysterious underground tunnel 
situated in the cellar of the church. 

Even though the cathedral contains the seat of the bishop, 
Skálholt is no longer a diocese in its own right. The Diocese 
of Skálholt was dissolved in 1801, but re-established as a 
�V�X
u�U�D�J�D�Q���G�L�R�F�H�V�H�� �L�Q�� �������������7�K�X�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�V�K�R�S�� �L�V�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �D�V�� �D��
�V�X
u�U�D�J�D�Q�� �E�L�V�K�R�S�� �Z�K�R�� �D�V�V�L�V�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �%�L�V�K�R�S�� �R�I�� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���� �7�K�H��
Bishop of Skálholt is nevertheless responsible for cathedral 
�D
u�D�L�U�V��

Skálholt’s early history is traced back to the 11th century 
when religious disputes were at their sharpest in Iceland. 
�:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�Z�R���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�����W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
bishopric was founded at Skálholt in 1056 for South Iceland, 
and soon a second at Hólar in 1109 for North Iceland.

In 1954, a team of archaeologists, while digging up the 
foundations of the old cathedral, came upon a sarcophagus 
which was believed to contain the skeleton of Páll 
Jónsson, one of the most powerful bishops of Skálholt. His 
sarcophagus, together with a few relics found at the scene, is 
now on display in an underground vault beneath the cathedral.

The last Catholic bishop of Iceland, Jón Arason, was 
executed at Skálholt in 1550, along with his two sons. He 
had opposed the Reformation imposed upon Iceland by King 
Christian III of Denmark. Today, a memorial stands at the site 
of the execution. Arason's Episcopal robes are on display at 
the National Museum of Iceland in Reykjavík.

From there I went to Kerid Crater. Kerid a volcanic crater 
lake located in the Grímsnes area in south Iceland, is one 

of the most visually stunning geological wonders in the 
country. This vibrant blue gem, which is part of the Western 
Volcanic Zone that includes the Reykjanes peninsula and the 
Langjokull Glacier, is a mere 6,500 years old – making it one 
of the three most recognizable volcanic craters in Iceland. The 
caldera is approximately 165 feet deep, 520 feet wide, and 
800 feet across, and is made up of a unique red volcanic rock.

I was able to hike down one of its sloping walls blanketed 
with deep green moss, and admire the stunning aquamarine 
lake at the bottom. The lake is shallow, but its vivid color is 
due to minerals from the soil.

Contrary to popular belief, Kerid was not formed by a 
volcanic explosion, but rather a cone volcano that erupted 
and emptied its magma reserve. The weight of the cone 
then collapsed into the empty magma chamber, creating the 
current crater. The water in the bottom of the crater is at the 
same level as the water table and is not caused by rainfall.

From there I drove southward to another waterfall. 
Seljalandsfoss is an iconic waterfall on the South Coast of 
Iceland. It has a pathway that allowed me to walk behind the 
cascading water. Seljalandsfoss waterfall is one of Iceland's 
most stunning natural attractions.

�6�H�O�M�D�O�D�Q�G�V�I�R�V�V�� �L�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �P�R�V�W�� �I�D�P�R�X�V�� �Z�D�W�H�U�I�D�O�O�V����
�Z�K�H�U�H���Z�D�W�H�U���S�O�X�Q�J�H�V���������P�H�W�H�U�V�������������I�H�H�W�����R�Y�H�U���D���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F���F�O�L	ü��
�W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���R�Q�F�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���F�R�D�V�W�O�L�Q�H�����$���X�Q�L�T�X�H���I�R�R�W�S�D�W�K��
�D�O�O�R�Z�V���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���W�R���Z�D�O�N���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���F�D�V�F�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�W�H�U�����R	ü�H�U�L�Q�J���D��
�V�S�H�F�W�D�F�X�O�D�U���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�Q���W�K�L�V���L�F�R�Q�L�F���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���Z�R�Q�G�H�U��
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�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V�� �+�L�J�K�O�D�Q�G�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�� �Y�D�V�W���� �X�Q�L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�H�G�� �Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I��
�Y�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F�� �G�H�V�H�U�W�V���� �P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���� �J�O�D�F�L�H�U�V���� �D�Q�G�� �O�D�Y�D�� �¿�H�O�G�V�� �W�K�D�W��
�F�R�Y�H�U���P�X�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U�����$�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���P�D�L�Q�O�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H�� �V�X�P�P�H�U�� �P�R�Q�W�K�V���� �W�K�L�V�� �U�H�P�R�W�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H�V�� �V�R�P�H�� �R�I��
�,�F�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���P�R�V�W���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F���D�Q�G���X�Q�W�R�X�F�K�H�G���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V�����V�K�D�S�H�G��
�E�\���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V���R�I���Y�R�O�F�D�Q�L�F���D�Q�G���J�O�D�F�L�D�O���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\��

Seljalandsfoss waterfall, part of the Seljalandsa river, 
originates underneath the Eyjafjallajokull glacier. The 
volcano beneath this ice cap famously erupted in 2010 and 
caused havoc at airports across Europe. I wanted to see the 
remains of the volcano, but there was nothing there to see. 

The cascade of the Seljalandsfoss waterfall is relatively 
�Q�D�U�U�R�Z���E�X�W���I�D�O�O�V���I�U�R�P���D���W�D�O�O���F�O�L
u���W�K�D�W���R�Q�F�H���P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�
�V��
coastline centuries ago. The sea is now located across a stretch 
of lowlands and is visible from the site.

By evening I returned to Reykjavík. I had worried about 
�W�U�D
v�F�� �D�Q�G�� �¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �S�D�U�N�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�D�U�� �P�\�� �J�X�H�V�W�K�R�X�V�H���� �E�X�W�� �E�R�W�K��
�W�X�U�Q�H�G���R�X�W���W�R���E�H���H�D�V�\�����,���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���P�\���¿�Q�D�O���Q�L�J�K�W���L�Q���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G��
with another excellent seafood dinner.

The next morning I was up before 4:00am. to return 
�P�\�� �U�H�Q�W�D�O���F�D�U���D�Q�G���F�D�W�F�K���P�\�� �À�L�J�K�W���K�R�P�H���� �(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�H�Q�W��
�V�P�R�R�W�K�O�\�����D�Q�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���O�R�Q�J���,���Z�D�V���À�\�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���5�H�\�N�M�D�Y�t�N���W�R��
�'�H�W�U�R�L�W�����W�K�H�Q���0�L�Q�Q�H�D�S�R�O�L�V�����D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���E�D�F�N���W�R���0�L�Q�R�W�����%�H�F�D�X�V�H��
�,���J�D�L�Q�H�G���¿�Y�H���K�R�X�U�V���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H���]�R�Q�H�V�����W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���W�U�L�S���K�R�P�H��
was in daylight.

* * * * * * 

Tribute: Dave Stansbury (1940-2026)
Dave Stansbury died peacefully at Golden Pond Private 
Hospital Whakatane on Thursday 2 July 2026,  aged 86 years. 
Dearly loved husband of Jan.  Much loved father and father in 
law of Troy, and Heidi and Patrick. Adored grandad of Jess, 
Sam, Fern, Summer, Zara, Ruben, Danielle, Ned, Tynealle, 
Rikki and Max. Most treasured great grandad of his many 
beautiful great grandchildren. 

(This from Shearing August 2010): Dave Stansbury’s long 
career as a shearing competition judge came to an end at the 
Easter Show in Auckland earlier this year. First 'badged' by the 
late Alistair Simpson at Gaskill’s Opotiki shed in 1972, Dave 
judged around the Bay of Plenty, Poverty Bay and Hawkes 
Bay regions, and was a familiar face at Te Kuiti, Mangakino, 
Raglan and Kumeu, as well as the Easter Show. 

Dave was also a Wool Board Regional Instructor for many 
years. He leaves a lasting legacy in the industry he loved. 
He  is pictured above with his wife Jan, after receiving 
presentations from Shearing Sports New Zealand to mark his 
retirement. Their son, Troy Stansbury teamed with Dwayne 
Black to set a world two-stand merino lamb shearing record 
of 1079 (Dwayne 570, Troy 509) at Badgingarra, Western 
Australia on 6 October 2002, which remains unchallenged 
in the record books. RIP Dave Stansbury.

TIME TO RE-WRITE 1977 HISTORY
Publication of our world championships Special Edition 
Shearing Magazine earlier this year brought forth 
information from George Mudge (England) that there were 
�D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���H�L�J�K�W���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H�������������Z�R�U�O�G���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���D�W��
the Bath & West of England Show, instead of the six that 
have long been published (Roger Cox, Peter Nitz, John 
Hutchinson, Godfrey Bowen, Steve Pittaway and Andrew 
Dodds). Dodds was actually seventh, Norman Lloyd 
(England) sixth and John T Davies (Wales) was eighth. 
�6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���L�Q���������������W�K�H���H�[�W�U�D���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���Z�H�U�H���.�H�O�O�\���$�W�N�L�Q�V�R�Q��
(representing Bath & West) and George Mudge. George 
adds there were eight stands at Bath & West until the early 
���������V�����Z�K�H�Q���W�Z�R���Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�R���P�D�N�H���Z�D�\���I�R�U���R
v�F�H���V�S�D�F�H����
Let the world championships results stand corrected! 
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�%�\���'�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V
Jack Fagan's victory in the NZ Corriedale championship 
at Christchurch last November marked the 50th occasion 
�R�I���L�W�V���¿�U�V�W���V�W�D�J�L�Q�J�����%�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G�������������W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���Z�D�V��
known as the Canterbury Shears, held each November in 
conjunction with the Canterbury A&P Association's annual 
show at Addington. 

The change was explained in The Press (Christchurch) 
on 11 November 1975: “Caltex will be sponsoring the New 
Zealand Corriedale open machine-shearing championship, 
�Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���L�W���S�U�L�]�H���P�R�Q�H�\���R�I���������������������R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���¿�U�V�W��
prize carries $150.00. This event was previously known 
as the Canterbury open machine-shearing championship, 
but it was renamed to mark the holding of the sixth World 
Corriedale conference in Christchurch this month.” 

An earlier report said Canterbury was recognised 
as the stronghold of the Corriedale and the shearing 
and woolhandling committee of the Canterbury A&P 
Association considered it would be appropriate for the 
championships to be held here. 

�³�7�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���K�D�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���R
v�F�L�D�O���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���´���>�)�U�R�P��
�Z�K�R�P�����L�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W���V�D�\���@���,�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W�H�G���W�R�R���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q��
had installed a new shearing board for the occasion. The 
previous “temporary” structure had been replaced after 
lasting the best part of 20 years.

The first NZ Corriedale championship was won by 
Stewart Weir (then) of Milton. “It was a popular win, for 
Weir has frequently been runner-up in shearing contests, 
failing to win by only small margins,” The Press reported. 
Don Morrison was second, Ray ‘Sparky Heke of Waimate 
was third and Colin Gibson of Oamaru fourth.

Weir had in fact been third at Canterbury in 1973 and 
second in 1974 so his win came as a natural progression, 
�W�K�U�H�H���W�Z�R���R�Q�H�����+�H���K�D�G���D�O�V�R���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���V�L�[�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���µ�&�D�O�W�H�[��
National Circuit’ /McSkimming Memorial at Golden Shears 

in 1973, would improve to fourth in 1977; he was third in 
the New Zealand Merino Championships at Alexandra in 
�����������D�Q�G�������������±���D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���O�D�W�H�U���¿�Q�L�V�K���V�H�F�R�Q�G���D�W���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�D��
�L�Q�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� ������������ �7�K�U�R�Z�� �L�Q�� �D�� �F�R�X�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �¿�Q�D�O�V�� �D�W�� �*�R�U�H�¶�V��
Southern Shears: 1973 and 1980; third in the South Island 
�6�K�H�D�U�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U���¿�Q�D�O�V���R�I�������������D�Q�G�������������D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�¶�V���Q�R�W��
a bad record many top shearers from the 1960s-70s era 
would be proud to call their own. (Did we mention a second 
placing behind Don Morrison at Invercargill's Southland 
�6�K�H�D�U�V���L�Q�����������"��

Shearing magazine caught up with Stewart Weir for a 
story back in November 2002. He was quite happy to start 
with an anecdote “against himself”, as they say: He’d been 
talking recently with an acquaintance from his shearing days 
and the bloke said he remembered Stewart as being “just a 
good senior shearer”. 

 NZ Corries marks 50 years

Above:���$�� �1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���&�R�U�U�L�H�G�D�O�H���� �W�\�S�L�F�D�O���R�I�� �W�K�H���S�H�Q���I�X�O�O��
�R�I���À�L�H�U�V���6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���:�H�L�U���V�K�R�U�H���W�R���Z�L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���1�=���&�R�U�U�L�H�G�D�O�H��
�F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���D�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�F�K�X�U�F�K���¿�I�W�\���\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R��

Are you a good Bugger? Want to work with 
great people? In a team with a great culture?

Drug Testing, Employment Agreements, 
Excellent Accommodation, Great rates!

�(�P�S�O�R�\�L�Q�J���6�W�D
u���I�R�U���0�D�L�Q�V�K�H�D�U���Q�R�Z��

Phone Shane
03 322 8462 or 027 222 0770
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So, we used the headline in the magazine, “Stewart 
Weir – pretty good ‘senior’ [with 14 top placings in major 
�R�S�H�Q�� �F�O�D�V�V�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V���@���� �:�K�H�Q�� �K�L�V�� �P�D�W�H�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �O�R�F�D�O��
unlicensed watering hole saw the story they posted a copy 
up on the wall after adding the word “citizen’. Pretty good 
�V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���� �3�U�H�W�W�\�� �J�R�R�G�� �E�O�R�N�H�� �W�R�R���� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�Z�� �S�U�R�¿�O�H����
no-nonsense, no-bullshit character-type.

With his competitive days behind him, Stewart turned 
�K�L�V�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���M�X�G�J�L�Q�J���� �¿�U�V�W���D�W���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���D�V��
a member of the world records judging panel. At the time 
�R�I���R�X�U���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���K�H���K�D�G���R
v�F�L�D�W�H�G���D�W���������Z�R�U�O�G���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���D�Q�G��
or attempts in the past 13 years and had developed great 
respect for the shearers who put their minds and bodies on 
the line in pursuit of those big tallies. He is pictured below 
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���6�W�D�F�H�\���7�H���+�X�L�D���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���Z�R�U�O�G���U�H�F�R�U�G���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H��
at Golden Shears, Masterton in 2000. (The world eight hour, 
two-stand crossbred ewes, Stacey (491) and Hayden Te Huia 
(495) at Marton, 11 December 1999 .)

Not long at school
�%�X�W�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �G�L�G�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�Y�H�� �I�R�U�� �V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �D�O�O�� �E�H�J�L�Q�"�� �+�D�Y�L�Q�J��
reached secondary school age on the family farm at Ryal 
Bush, Stewart knew early on that he wanted to be a shearer 
and that he wasn't going to stay at secondary school much 
beyond his 15th birthday. As a 13-year-old he had gained 
�K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�S�L�H�F�H�����F�K�L�S�S�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�R���K�H�O�S��
when the lambs on the farm needed shearing.

With an old Lister handpiece he started out taking the 
�E�H�O�O�L�H�V���R
u���D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���D�Q�L�P�D�O���K�H���V�R�P�H�K�R�Z��
managed to get the sheep wrong way round when it came to 
during the long blow. But undeterred, he stuck at it and soon 
�W�R�R�N���K�L�P�V�H�O�I���R
u���W�R���D���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���V�F�K�R�R�O���I�R�U���W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V�����K�H�O�G��
at Wantwood Station, near Mandeville, in October 1963.

“Jim Barclay [one of Godfrey Bowen's original New 
�=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�� �:�R�R�O�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�@�� �Z�D�V�� �P�\�� �L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U�� �D�Q�G��
there were other young blokes on the course who were 
into drinking beer – I'd never seen that before! At the 
end of the course I was presented with a copy of Godfrey 
Bowen's book, �:�R�R�O���$�Z�D�\, and that gave me some extra 
early encouragement.”
The real thing
Stewart says he came back to the farm after the course and 
�V�K�R�U�H���W�K�H���K�R�J�J�H�W�V���D�O�O���E�\���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�����³�2�Q���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�D�W���Z�D�V��
�D���V�L�O�O�\���W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���G�R���±���W�K�H���H
u�R�U�W���G�L�G���L�W�V���E�H�V�W���W�R���E�U�H�D�N���P�H�����E�X�W��
somehow I survived.”

Stewart then worked an open run around Ryal Bush 
(between Invercargill and Winton) for the next three years, 
�¿�W�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���Y�L�V�L�W�V���W�R���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�W���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���D�Q�G���0�D�V�V�H�\��
University until he had all the New Zealand Wool Board 
�F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H�V�����+�L�V���/�H�D�U�Q�H�U�V���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H���E�H�D�U�V���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I��
Robin Kidd 1967, with later additions approved by Claude 
Waite. “At one school I remember there were about 24 of 
us, we arrived in the afternoon and by the next morning 
�5�R�E�L�Q���.�L�G�G���N�Q�H�Z���D�O�O���R�I���X�V���E�\���R�X�U���¿�U�V�W���Q�D�P�H�V���´
To the competitions
Stewart then went down to Invercargill to enter a 
competition, but when he got there he chickened out – too 
shy to get up and have a go. Then he went to Gore for 
�6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�V�����P�D�N�L�Q�J��
�L�W�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O���� �+�L�V�� �O�D�V�W�L�Q�J�� �P�H�P�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�Y�H�Q�W��
though is the fact that Tom Brough, Snow Quinn and Harry 
�+�X�J�K�H�V���Z�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���>���������@���R�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O���W�K�D�W���J�D�Y�H���K�L�P���V�R�P�H��
fresh aspirations. 

“Back then I always thought that shearing in the shed was 
more important, that being a good shed shearer was more 
important than being a show shearer. Mind you, there were 
only a few shows down here back then, all crammed into 
about six or seven weeks. Shearing of course is extremely 
important to the industry now. Contractors should make 
a point of employing shearers that compete at the shows 
because of the great examples they set for others.”
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Heading North
�,�Q�������������6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�I���K�L�V���W�Z�R���W�U�L�S�V���W�R���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K��
Island. He turned up at Kimbolton, expecting to work for 
Kevin Nesdale – the only problem was, Kevin (due to some 
inter-island communication mix up) didn't know he was 
coming! Two hours after his arrival however he was in a 
shed and working – at Brookland Station, under the watchful 
eye of Palmerston North-based contractor, Alan Barker. “I 
worked around Kimbolton for the season and the following 
year I went up to Taupo, but that was the full extent of my 
North Island shearing experience.”
�:�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���1�=���&�R�U�U�L�H�G�D�O�H 
Then it was onto bigger and brighter things in the form of 
pre-lamb shearing for Don Morrison at Oamaru and George 
�3�R�W�D�H�� �D�W�� �0�L�O�W�R�Q���� �,�Q�� ���������� �K�H�� �P�D�G�H�� �K�L�V�� �¿�U�V�W�� �R�S�H�Q�� �¿�Q�D�O���� �D�W��
Southern Shears. And by 1975 he was ready to make his bid 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���&�R�U�U�L�H�G�D�O�H���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�����³�,���J�R�W��
to Christchurch and found there wasn't a grinder set up to 
use so I wasn't able to grind my gear. I put a second shear 
comb on my handpiece and remember Ian Rutherford saying 
to me – ‘You can't use that!’ But I did use it, and I won!”
Farm ownership
Stewart then spent four seasons working for Wyndham 
contractor Lloyd Wilkinson and got enough money together 
to buy a farmlet at Lochiel, near Winton. Soon after that he 
met and married Carol (not quite that fast) and they moved 
to a real farm at Grassy Creek, 30 km west of Tuatapere, 
on the road to Te Anau. That was in 1983 and “the wheels 
�I�H�O�O�� �R
u�� �I�D�U�P�L�Q�J�� �E�L�J�� �W�L�P�H���� �V�K�R�U�W�O�\�� �D�I�W�H�U���´�� �6�W�H�Z�D�U�W�� �V�D�\�V���� �L�Q��
reference to the Labour Government economic reforms 
following the 1984 election. 

“Interest rates trebled overnight and the Rural Bank 
had all their farmers under tight budgetary control as they 
struggled to make ends meets. I did all the shearing on the 
farm myself – our 2200 ewes, plus lambs, but things were 
�V�R���W�L�J�K�W���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�D�W���D���O�R�W���R�I�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���Q�H�H�G�H�G���G�R�L�Q�J��
just couldn't be done. For instance, some paddocks were 
100 acres and we desperately needed further subdivision.” 
Despite the struggle, Stewart resisted the temptation to leave 
the farm and go back to shearing. 
Into the white coat
Stewart started judging at Young Farmers events when he 
was about 27, and with encouragement from the likes of 
�*�R�U�G�R�Q�� �3�R�S�H���� �+�H�U�E�L�H�� �1�R�U�W�K�� �D�Q�G�� �-�H
u�� �&�U�H�Q�J�O�H���� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �D��
referee in 1989. Having attended 26 world record attempts 
both here and in Australia, Stuart has total admiration for 
the likes of David Fagan, Dion Morrell and Darin Forde for 
their performances in setting new world marks. 

“David Fagan’s job when he did his 656 at Brunel Peaks 
was just exceptional. I remember on one sheep he was going 
down the last side and left a ridge of wool on top of the last 
leg. John Fagan leaned in a bit closer to David and told him 
�W�R���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���Z�R�R�O���R
u���W�K�H���O�H�J�����:�L�W�K�R�X�W���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���D���E�H�D�W�����'�D�Y�L�G��
placed the extra blow required and just before dropping the 
sheep down the porthole he looked at John and said, “Does 
that look better!”

“Dion’s 716 and Darin’s 720 nine-hour ewe records were 
both amazing days, as well as Dion’s merino record [507 
�D�W���7�D�U�U�D�V�����������@�����<�R�X���F�D�Q���J�H�W���L�Q�W�R���D���U�K�\�W�K�P���R�Q���F�U�R�V�V�E�U�H�G�V��
because they're all pretty much the same, but just about 
�H�Y�H�U�\���P�H�U�L�Q�R���\�R�X���G�U�D�J���R�X�W���L�V���G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���P�D�G�H���'�L�R�Q�
�V��
record even more remarkable.”

Epilogue
Ten years after that story was written (2002) Stewart and 
Carol sold their Grassy Creek property in 2012 moved to 
a smaller block on the outskirts of Winton. The champion 
from 50 years ago runs enough sheep to keep himself busy, 
has long retired from judging and has a pretty powerful 
looking Harley-Davidson motor bike that he rides whenever 
he feels the need for a rush of cold Southland air on his 
usually be-whiskered face!

* * * * * *

Above: �6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���:�H�L�U�����D�G�G�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U��
�Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�� �¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�
�� �O�L�Q�H�� �X�S�� �D�W�� �*�R�U�H�
�V�� �6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q�� �6�K�H�D�U�V��
�L�Q�� ������������ �)�U�R�P�� �O�H�I�W���� �7�L�Q�D�� �(�O�H�U�V�� ���0�D�W�D�X�U�D������ �+�D�Q�D�W�L�D�� �7�L�S�H�Q�H��
���3�R�U�D�Q�J�D�K�D�X������ �&�L�Q�G�\�� �+�L�U�L�� ���0�D�W�D�X�U�D���� �D�Q�G�� �5�R�E�H�U�W�D�� �+�D�U�U�H��
���0�R�V�V�E�X�U�Q���������6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���Z�D�V���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���M�X�G�J�H��
�D�S�S�D�U�H�O���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G����
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Whakataetae Kutihipi  Shearing Show
Kupu Pakeha   Kupu Maori

�-�X�G�J�H�V�� �� �� �.�D�L�Z�K�D�N�D�Z�—
Competitors   Kaiwhakataetae
Get set   Kia rite
Go    Tukua
�&�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�W�R�U�� �� �� �.�D�L�S�D�À�K�R
�7�L�P�H���N�H�H�S�H�U�� �� �� �.�D�L�W�D�W�D�X���Z�—
�:�R�R�O���K�D�Q�G�O�H�U�� �� �� �3�L�U�L�K�À�������.�D�L�Z�Ì�U�X
�6�K�H�H�S���2�� �� �� �+�¯�S�À
Presser   Kaiperehi
�*�U�D�Q�G�V�W�D�Q�G�� �� �� �7�D�X�Q�J�D���0�—�W�D�N�L
�%�H�O�O�\�� �� �� �� �7�D�N�D�S�Ì��
Long blow   Kuti roa
Crutch   Waru
Smoko   Paramanawa
Sponsors   Kaitautoko
�6�S�H�F�W�D�W�R�U�� �� �� �+�X�Q�J�D���0�—�W�D�N�L�W�D�N�L
Entertainment   Whakangahau

Taukutihipi   Shearing Industry
Kupu Pakeha   Kupu Maori

Sheep    Hipi
�:�R�R�O�� �� �� �� �:�Ì�U�X
Shearing   Kuti
Shorn    Kutia / Morea
Shearing Plant   Wahi Kutikuti
Handpiece   Mau Kutikuti
Cutters    Kututi
Moccasins   Hiripa
Grinder    Pehu
�3�H�Q�G�X�O�X�P�� �� �� �7�D�L�P�D���7�—�U�H�U�H
Sand paper   Pepa Whakamaene
�*�O�X�H�� �� �� �� �.�—�S�H�D
�)�D�G�J�H�� �� �� �� �3�•�N�H���Z�Ì�U�X
Broom    Puruma / Tahitahi
Catching pen   Taiwhanga
�:�R�R�O���3�U�H�V�V�� �� �� �3�H�U�•�K�L���Z
éru
Sheep truck   Taraka Hipi

The other NZ Corriedale champions  
Between Stewart Weir in 1975 and Jack Fagan in 2025, 22 
other shearers have made successful claims on the New 
Zealand Corriedale shearing championships at Christchurch. 
Stewart didn’t get a chance to defend his title in 1976 with 
the show being cancelled because of a shearers’ strike. 
Three ‘non-union’ shearers had entered and the rest refused 
to shear, leaving administrators no alternative but to pull 
the proverbial plug.

Above: �6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���:�H�L�U�����I�U�R�Q�W���O�H�I�W�����5�L�J�K�W�I�X�O�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���U�R�Z���R�I��
�Z�R�U�O�G�� �V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�� �M�X�G�J�H�V�� �±�� �W�K�L�V�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �R	ý�F�L�D�W�H�G�� �D�W���W�K�H��
�'�D�U�L�Q�� �)�R�U�G�H�� �J�D�Q�J�
�V�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �V�L�[���V�W�D�Q�G�� �O�D�P�E�� �V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �U�H�F�R�U�G��
�D�W�� �:�D�L�U�D�N�L�� �6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �6�R�X�W�K�O�D�Q�G���� �R�Q�� ������ �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ������������ �'�R�X�J��
�2�O�L�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���&�R�O�L�Q���*�L�E�V�R�Q���D�O�V�R���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W�����Z�L�W�K���-�R�K�Q���)�D�J�D�Q�����'�R�Q��
�0�R�U�U�L�V�R�Q�����3�D�X�O���5�R�V�H�����+�X�J�K���0�F�&�D�U�U�R�O�O���D�Q�G���/�H�[���-�X�U�\���D�W���E�D�F�N��
�0�R�U�U�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���*�L�E�V�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���U�L�Y�D�O�V���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��
�E�R�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���E�R�W�K���Z�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H�������������1�=���&�R�U�U�L�H�G�D�O�H���¿�Q�D�O���Z�L�W�K��
�6�W�H�Z�D�U�W�����D�V���Z�D�V���6�S�D�U�N�\���+�H�N�H���I�U�R�P���:�D�L�P�D�W�H��

No such problems in 1977 when Peter Lyon won the title. 
Then came Kevin Walsh (1978); Don Morrison (1979), 
Colin King (1980, 1983, 1987); Dick Murphy (1981, 1982); 
David Fagan (1984, 1991-1997; 1999-2001; 2003, 2009); 
Samson Te Whata (1985); Adrian Cox (1986); Edsel Forde 
(1988); Gus Dermody (1989); Murray Johnstone (1990); 
Darin Forde (1998, 2002); John Kirkpatrick (2004, 2008, 
2010); Nathan Stratford (2005, 2016, 2019, 2023); Justin 
Meikle (2006); Tony Coster (2007, 2013, 2017); Shannon 
Warnest (Australia) (2011); Jason Win (2012); Ivan Scott 
(Ireland) (2014); Troy Pyper (2015, 2018); Gavin Mutch 
(2020); Angus Moore (2021) and Jack Fagan (2022, 2024, 
2025).

Above: �*�X�V���'�H�U�P�R�G�\���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���1�=���&�R�U�U�L�H�G�D�O�H���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S��
�L�Q�������������D�Q�G���0�X�U�U�D�\���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�H�����V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����Z�D�V���I�R�X�U�W�K�����6�H�H�Q���K�H�U�H��
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�H�
�V���X�Q�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���Z�R�U�O�G���U�H�F�R�U�G���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���L�Q������������
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The George and Andrew Show
This photo was taken at the Great Yorkshire Show 
�Z�K�H�U�H���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�� �D�Q�G�� �*�H�R�U�J�H�� �0�X�G�J�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �D�Q�G��
second on the blade circuit once again. One or other 
of them has won the circuit every year since 2004.

Earlier this year Andrew was accorded Master Blade 
Shearer status,  just the third English shearer to receive 
this accolade after Andrew Wear and George Mudge. 
It is a special award to shearers who have represented 
their country in world championships numerous 
times, won many competitions and who have done 
outstanding service for the shearing industry.

George has represented England at world 

The Last Run Of the Blades 
�$�W���V�L�[���\�H�D�U�V���R�O�G���D���E�R�\���Q�D�P�H�G���*�H�R�U�J�H���V�W�R�R�G���E�\���K�L�V���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���V�L�G�H��
�,�Q���W�K�H���G�X�V�W�\���O�L�J�K�W���R�I���D���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���V�K�H�G���Z�K�H�U�H���V�N�L�O�O���D�Q�G���S�U�L�G�H���D�E�L�G�H��
�+�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�H���Z�D�\���R�I���V�W�H�D�G�\���V�W�H�H�O�����R�I���E�O�D�G�H�V���E�R�W�K���V�K�D�U�S���D�Q�G���W�U�X�H��
�7�K�H���T�X�L�H�W���U�K�\�W�K�P���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���Z�R�R�O���W�K�D�W���R�Q�O�\���I�H�Z���P�H�Q���N�Q�H�Z��
�$�V���\�H�D�U�V���Z�H�Q�W���E�\���K�H���W�R�R�N���W�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H���K�X�P�P�L�Q�J���K�D�Q�G�S�L�H�F�H�¶�V���V�L�Q�J��
�$�Q�G���O�L�N�H���V�R���P�D�Q�\���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V���G�R���K�H���W�U�L�H�G���W�K�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q���W�K�L�Q�J��
�%�X�W���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���E�O�D�G�H�V���V�W�L�O�O���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�L�P���I�U�R�P���Z�L�W�K�L�Q��
�6�R���E�D�F�N���K�H���F�D�P�H���Z�L�W�K���V�W�H�H�O���D�Q�G���V�N�L�O�O�����W�K�H���F�U�D�I�W���Z�K�H�U�H���K�H�¶�G���E�H�J�L�Q��
�$���V�K�H�D�U�H�U���S�U�R�X�G���R�I���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���À�D�J�����Q�R���P�D�W�W�H�U���Z�K�H�U�H���\�R�X���D�U�H��
�$�Q�G���R�Q�H���R�I���O�L�I�H�¶�V���P�R�V�W���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�L�J�K�W�V���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���À�R�R�U��
�$�O�R�Q�J���V�L�G�H���K�L�V���6�R�Q���� �W�Z�R���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�R�X�Q�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���E�\�� �V�W�H�H�O���� �V�N�L�O�O��
and tradition,
Now here beneath New Zealand skies, where legends take their stand.
�$�W���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�G�V���D�O�L�N�H�����W�K�H���E�O�D�G�H�V���U�H�V�W���L�Q���K�L�V���K�D�Q�G��
�1�R�W���O�D�L�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�����Q�R�U���O�R�V�W���L�Q���W�L�P�H���E�X�W���J�H�Q�W�O�\���V�H�W���D�V�L�G�H��
�6�H�Y�H�Q�W�\���2�Q�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���E�O�D�G�H�V���R�I���Z�R�R�O���I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���F�O�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���I�D�V�W��
�2�I���V�W�H�D�G�\���K�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���K�R�Q�H�V�W���Z�R�U�N�����I�U�R�P���¿�U�V�W���U�X�Q���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�V�W��
�6�R���W�R�Q�L�J�K�W�����Z�H���U�D�L�V�H���D���F�K�H�H�U���I�R�U���*�H�R�U�J�H���D���V�K�H�D�U�H�U���W�U�L�H�G���D�Q�G���W�U�X�H��
(by Sarah Casey)

championships twice with machines, in 1980 at Masterton and 1984 at 
the Bath & West Show. This year in New Zealand was George's 12th 
time with blades. Andrew has represented England six times at the world 
�F�K�D�P�S�V�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�����$�V���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���W�H�D�P���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���V�L�[���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���¿�Y�H��
times from the past six years it has been held

Whilst in New Zealand at the world championships this year George 
gave a little speech during the Friday night prize-giving ceremony. After 
which, he had the honour of having a poem written about him. 

Above�����6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���6�S�R�U�W�V���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���G�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����K�H�O�G���D�W���.�L�U�L�N�L�U�L�U�R�D���$�L�U�S�R�U�W���R�Q�������������$�X�J�X�V�W���������������%�D�F�N���O�H�I�W����
�5�L�F�K�D�U�G���'�D�P�S�Q�H�\�����3�D�X�O���+�D�U�U�L�V�����*�U�H�J���6�W�X�D�U�W�����$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���)�U�H�Z�����'�D�Y�L�G���%�D�L�J�H�Q�W�����'�R�X�J���/�D�L�Q�J�����3�X�E�O�L�F�L�W�\���2	ý�F�H�U�������-�R�K�Q���.�L�U�N�S�D�W�U�L�F�N����
�+�L�Q�H�P�R�D���5�R�V�V�L�����6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�������)�U�R�Q�W���O�H�I�W�����5�X�V�V�H�O�O���.�Q�L�J�K�W�����5�D�H�O�H�Q�H���.�L�U�N�S�D�W�U�L�F�N�����0�D�U�N���%�D�U�U�R�Z�F�O�L	ü�H�����:�D�U�U�H�Q���3�D�U�N�H�U�����&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q�������7�L�P��
�+�R�J�J�����&�X�V�K�O�D���$�E�U�D�K�D�P��
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�%�\���0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q
Sheep measles may not be visible in the yards or on the 
shearing board, but its impact on New Zealand’s sheep 
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�����&�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���W�D�S�H�Z�R�U�P���7�D�H�Q�L�D���R�Y�L�V�� 
this issue continues to challenge farmers, processors and the 
wider red meat sector – primarily through carcase downgrades 
and lost revenue rather than health concerns.

Importantly, sheep measles poses no risk to human health. 
However, the presence of cysts in meat creates visible 
blemishes that are unacceptable to both domestic consumers 
and export markets. In a country that relies heavily on 
maintaining a premium reputation for sheepmeat, even small 
lapses in control can have far-reaching consequences.
Understanding the Cycle
The lifecycle of �7�D�H�Q�L�D���R�Y�L�V is relatively simple – but highly 
�H
u�H�F�W�L�Y�H�����'�R�J�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���K�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�V�L�W�H�����F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J��
adult tapeworms in their intestines. These worms produce 
large numbers of eggs, which are shed in dog faeces and 
deposited onto pasture.

Sheep grazing those paddocks ingest the eggs. Once inside 
the animal, the parasite migrates through the bloodstream and 
forms cysts in muscle tissue. These cysts are later detected 
at processing, often resulting in trimming, downgrading or 
in severe cases, condemnation of the carcase.

Dogs become infected when they consume raw or 
�X�Q�G�H�U�F�R�R�N�H�G���V�K�H�H�S���P�H�D�W���R�U���R
u�D�O���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���F�\�V�W�V��
The Cost to Farmers
�:�K�L�O�H���V�K�H�H�S���P�H�D�V�O�H�V���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���D
u�H�F�W���V�W�R�F�N���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�����W�K�H��
�¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���F�D�Q���E�H���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O�����$���V�L�Q�J�O�H���L�Q�I�H�F�W�H�G��
dog can contaminate large areas of pasture, increasing 
infection risk across multiple mobs.  In some cases, outbreaks 
�K�D�Y�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���O�R�V�V�H�V���G�X�H���W�R���F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q�H�G���O�D�P�E�V��
and disrupted production systems. 

Even with national prevalence relatively low, the impact on 
individual farms can be severe. One case of an “ovis storm” 
�V�D�Z�� �K�L�J�K�� �L�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �U�D�W�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �D�� �À�R�F�N�� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�F�H�G�� �P�D�M�R�U��

changes to farm management, with long-term implications 
�I�R�U�� �S�U�R�¿�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�� �L�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Q�R�W�� �D�O�O�� �L�Q�I�H�F�W�H�G��
carcases are detected at processing, meaning the issue can 
�J�R���X�Q�Q�R�W�L�F�H�G���D�Q�G���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���D
u�H�F�W���P�D�U�N�H�W���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���L�I���L�W��
becomes widespread.
Why it Matters to the Wider Industry
Sheep measles is not just a farm-level issue – it’s an industry-
wide responsibility. New Zealand exports the majority of 
its sheepmeat, and buyers expect a consistent, high-quality 
product. Visible defects caused by sheep measles can lead to 
reduced returns, or even rejection of product in key markets.

This is why the Sheep Measles Prevention Programme, 
led by Ovis Management Ltd, continues to emphasise 
awareness, education and prevention across the sector.
Control Starts with Dogs
�5�H�J�X�O�D�U���G�R�V�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���H
u�H�F�W�L�Y�H���W�D�S�H�Z�R�U�P���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�V���L�V���Z�L�G�H�O�\��
recognised as the most important control measure. Monthly 
treatment is recommended to break the lifecycle and prevent 
eggs shedding onto pasture.

Equally important is managing access to risk sources:
• �$�Y�R�L�G���I�H�H�G�L�Q�J���G�R�J�V���U�D�Z���R�U���X�Q�W�U�H�D�W�H�G���V�K�H�H�S���P�H�D�W���R�U���R
u�D�O
• Dispose of carcases so dogs cannot access them
• Ensure visiting or working dogs are treated 48 hours prior
�$���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���(
u�R�U�W
Sheep measles is a reminder that biosecurity isn’t just about 
major diseases – it’s also about managing everyday risks 
�W�K�D�W���T�X�L�H�W�O�\���H�U�R�G�H���S�U�R�¿�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����)�R�U���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V��
and contractors moving between properties, understanding 
the issue and supporting farm policies around dogs is part 
�R�I���W�K�D�W���H
u�R�U�W��

The tools to control sheep measles are well understood, and 
success depends on consistency. With continued attention 
across the industry, New Zealand can maintain its hard-earned 
reputation for producing world-class sheepmeat – something 
�W�K�D�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���I�U�R�P���S�D�G�G�R�F�N���W�R���S�O�D�W�H����
Michelle Simpson
Project Manager | Ovis Management Ltd
Freephone 0800 222 011| Mob +64 27 355 9751 
michelle.simpson@mia.co.nz | www.sheepmeasles.co.nz

Sheep measles – small parasite, big impactSheep measles – small parasite, big impact
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�3�K�L�O�� �2�O�G�I�L�H�O�G���� �6�K�H�D�U�6�K�D�U�S�1�=�� �I�U�R�P��
�*�H�U�D�O�G�L�Q�H���� �U�H�S�R�U�W�V���� �$�O�O�D�Q�� �2�O�G�I�L�H�O�G��
and I ran a blade shearing course the 
�Z�H�H�N�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �.�D�L�N�R�X�U�D�� �$�	�3�� �V�K�R�Z����
�6�R�P�H�� ������ �V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V���� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �Y�D�U�L�H�W�\�� �R�I��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�R�R�N���S�D�U�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���W�Z�R���G�D�\�V���D�W��
�5�H�Z�D���5�H�Z�D���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���7�L�Q�X�L���9�D�O�O�H�\����
�:�D�L�U�D�U�D�S�D�����2�Q���W�K�H���)�U�L�G�D�\���D�I�W�H�U�Q�R�R�Q���Z�H��
�W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�H�G���E�\���W�U�D�L�Q�����W�K�H�Q���E�R�D�W���D�Q�G���F�D�U���W�R��
�6�F�R�W�W���0�F�.�D�\�
�V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H���D�W���W�K�H���P�R�X�W�K���R�I��
�W�K�H���&�O�D�U�H�Q�F�H���5�L�Y�H�U�����1�H�[�W���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�R��
�.�D�L�N�R�X�U�D���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���V�S�H�Q�W���W�K�H���G�D�\���E�D�N�L�Q�J��
�X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���F�O�H�D�U���E�O�X�H���V�N�\���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�Q�J����
�,�W���Z�D�V���J�U�H�D�W���W�R���E�H���D���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J��
�R�I�� �
�F�D�Y�H�� �P�H�Q�
�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�P�H�Q���� �7�K�H�� �
�F�D�Y�H��
�Z�R�P�H�Q�
���Z�H�Q�W���I�R�U���D���V�Z�L�P���L�Q���W�K�H���3�D�F�L�¿�F��
�2�F�H�D�Q�����6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���Q�L�J�K�W���Z�D�V���D�J�D�L�Q���V�S�H�Q�W��
�D�W���6�F�R�W�W�
�V���K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���R�Q���6�X�Q�G�D�\���Z�H���P�D�G�H��
�W�K�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�U�L�S���W�R���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���,�V�O�D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�����������:�R�U�O�G���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V��
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�	�i�˜�i�w�Ì�Ã���ˆ�˜�V�•�Õ�`�i�\
• Support from experienced industry professionals
• Save time by entering tally sheet data only once
• Pay employees and produce payslips
• Invoice clients and track payments against accounts
• Produce PAYE, employee earnings reports and GST on receipts 

reports
• Integrates with MYOB IMS Payroll and Accounting applications

�/�œ���`�ˆ�Ã�V�Õ�Ã�Ã���…�œ�Ü���Ü�i���V�>�˜���…�i�•�«�]���V�>�•�•�����ˆ�â���œ�˜�\

���œ�L�ˆ�•�i 021 749 963 
�*�…�œ�˜�i 07 838 1961
�
�“�>�ˆ�• liz@payrollplusltd.co.nz

�7�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���K�R�Z���Z�H���F�D�Q���K�H�O�S����

�F�D�O�O���X�V���R�Q�����3�K�R�Q�H������������������������

�(�P�D�L�O�����D�G�P�L�Q�#�S�D�\�U�R�O�O�S�O�X�V�O�W�G���F�R���Q�]

Dr Clive Dalton (1934-2026)
Dr Derek Clive Dalton, who died at 
Hamilton on 29 July 2026 aged 91, 
contributed more than 20 stories to 
this magazine over many years. A man 
�R�I�� �P�D�Q�\�� �S�D�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��
interests, Clive was an "agricultural 
�M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W������ �S�U�R�O�L�¿�F�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�U�L�W�H�U����
Perhaps we can tell where his true 
interests lay by looking at his popular 
"blog", entitled Woolshed1.

Born and educated in the United 
Kingdom, Clive studied agriculture there 
before progressing to a teaching role at 
Leeds University. He then came to New 
Zealand in 1968 to do research on hill 
country farming at the Whatawhata Hill 
Country Research Station. 

That led him into a position at the 
Ruakura Research Station and then, 
for the last ten years of his professional 
career he taught agricultural subjects at 
the Waikato Polytechnic in Hamilton.

One of Clive's last major projects was 
to compile a highly entertaining booklet 
entitled �5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �6�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �0�H�P�R�U�L�H�V 
relating to his time at Whatawhata. 
Example, as an 'Englishman' having to 
learn the New Zealand 'lingo': "In settling 
into station life, I was always grateful 
to Stuart Peterson for explaining to me 
the nuances of how the word 'bastard' 
(pronounced Baarstaard in NZ) could 
be acceptably used in open conversation, 
as it was a very unfavourable word 
in UK. He explained that terms like 
"pommie baarstaard, (almost a term 
of endearment), Aussie Baarstaard 
or course, lucky baarstaard, unlucky 

baarstaard, poor baarstaard ... etc were all 
acceptable, even tested in a court of law, 
�K�H���>�3�H�W�H�U�V�R�Q�@���D�V�V�X�U�H�G���P�H�����+�L�V���O�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F��
�D�G�Y�L�F�H���K�D�V���V�H�U�Y�H�G���P�H���Z�H�O�O���R�Y�H�U���P�\���¿�Y�H��
decades in Godzone where I've been a 
very lucky baarstaard I can assure you!

"The other skill I had to learn as a 
Pom was how to drink standing up in 
a packed crowd, clearly a Kiwi skill 
developed in the 6-o'clock swill days. I 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�G���L�W���¿�U�V�W���D�W���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���S�D�U�W�\���L�Q��
the old woolshed, standing talking with 
Ken Jury. You held the bottle upright, 
despite the fact it may be cold, tightly 
with your left arm, and after draining 
your glass, you just dropped your arm 
�D���E�L�W���V�R���W�K�H���D�O�H���V�O�R�Z�O�\���¿�O�O�H�G���\�R�X�U���J�O�D�V�V��
again, where it was safe even if you got 
barged by fellow revellers. I could see 
�W�K�D�W���.�H�Q���K�D�G���¿�Y�H���V�W�D�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�W�����Z�K�L�F�K��
I was never good at."

Among Clive's contributions to 
Shearing magazine was his "Sheep 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���E�D�F�N����, published in the August 
2008 edition: "The 'science of farming' 
made and saved the sheep industry in 
the past, and it can save it again. I'll 
predict that within the next decade or 
less, there'll be massive realisation (but 
no public admission of course) that the 
environmental problems caused by the 
lemming rush into large scale dairying 
were totally predictable, and the humble 
sheep is the only animal to rescue the 
situation.

"Sheep are the core of dryland farming, 
and there's going to be more of this with 
climate change. Pouring ground water 
onto these areas is not sustainable. Water 
sucked from the ground will become 
far too expensive and too much of an 
environmental and political hot potato to 
grow pasture, and in many places it will 
simply run out. ... A cow drinks 70L of 
water a day and you need another 70L for 
plant cleaning etc., plus goodness knows 
how much to produce the Dry Matter for 
a year's feed. Look at the massive stacks 
of purchased maize silage, and silos of 
palm kernal from Indonesia where it is 
decimating native forest. Does this make 
�V�H�Q�V�H�"

"The old woolsheds and sheep yards 
are gone but new smart-technology 
facilities will be back, and so will be 
a sustainable future for hill country 
farmers, provided the 2008 bureaucratic 
blockers get culled at the next muster."

"We are ripe for a new sheep revolution 
to rescue farmers from the shambles left 
by neglected research and marketing. 
What happens on a sheep farm today 
hasn't changed much in 75 years as seen 
in harvesting and handling of meat and 
wool and getting it to the market. There's 
too much handling and too many folk 
clipping the ticket ..."

* * * * * * 

We hope Richard Swainson won't 
mind our 'borrowing' a concluding 
paragraph from his Clive obituary, 
published in the �:�D�L�N�D�W�R�� �7�L�P�H�V on 22 
�$�X�J�X�V�W���������������>�&�O�L�Y�H�
�V�@�����D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���O�L�D�L�V�H��
between science, practical farming and 
the wider public, to impart important 
ideas in plain language, was of enormous 
benefit to both New Zealand's rural 
community as a whole, providing a 
positive, constructive message, often at 
times when farming was under attack."

RIP, Dr Clive Dalton.
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A Day in the Life ...
It started as one of several comments 
on a Facebook post (from whom, 
we have forgotten) about judges and 
judging at shearing and woolhandling 
competitions.

Then Marcel Thwaites (pictured)
entered the conversation with his own 
unique perspective: "Matey, as judges 
we are human, and we have our days 
good and bad. We're not robots, not 
always able to see things in an instant. 
But what we are, is experienced.

"We, like others, have judges' days 
where we gather before the season 
�V�W�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���U�H�¿�Q�H���R�X�U���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���R�I���W�K�H��
rules and any changes made since last 
season. We've had Tom Wilson and 
lately Russell Knight travel the country 
hosting judges days to have all of us on 
the same page as far as judging goes.

"Our days are usually long and we 
start with the lower grades (novice, 
junior) – this gives us an opportunity 
to "get our eye in," so to speak, as they 
tend to do a lot more faults, both on the 
board and outside.

"As the day progresses, the day 
gets easier for judges as the ability 
of the competitors gets better – more 
experience, less faults, therefore easier 

�W�R���M�X�G�J�H�����%�\���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���¿�Q�D�O�V���F�R�P�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G��
your eye is seeing what it needs to see.

���$�Q�G�� �V�R�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O�V���� �)�L�Q�D�O�V�� �V�K�H�H�S��
are always chosen to be the best the 
competition can supply. That relies 
solely on the person picking the sheep, 
and they are human as well, so mistakes 
will always happen.

"So what do I think makes a good 
�R�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O�"���7�K�H���V�K�H�H�S�����W�K�H���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�����W�K�H��
�J�H�D�U�����D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���M�X�G�J�H�V��

Molyneux Stadium, Alexandra, 
Fri/Sat 2-3 October 2026

• Open shearing EF $70.00; TPV $4800.00
• PGG VETMED Nat. Circuit Round 1 EF $60.00
• Senior shearing EF $60.00; TPV $3200.00
• Open woolhandling EF 60.00; TPV $2600.00
• Senior woolhandling EF $55.00; TPV $1450.00
• Junior woolhandling EF $50.00; TPV $1300.00
• Novice woolhandling EF $30.00; TPV $400.00
• NZ Merino teams (2 shearers, 2 woolhandlers any 

grade) EF 70.00; TPV $2600.00
• Cover comb used in all events
• Reporting time 30 minutes before all events

All entries by 4pm 27 September 2026
Enter on-line via the Facebook page, NZ Merino 
Shearing Alexandra.
Enquiries: email nzmerinoshearing@gmail.com
Enquiries: PGG/vetmed national circuit: 
nznationalshearingcircuit@gmail.com

Programme of Events
 

FRIDAY 2nd October (Report time 7.00 am)
• Open Woolhandling Heats
• Senior Woolhandling Heats
• Junior Woolhandling Heats
• Novice Woolhandling
• Senior Woolhandling Semi-Finals
• Junior Woolhandling Semi-Finals
• Senior Shearing Heats
• Open Woolhandling Semi-Finals
• Tea Hour 6pm to 7pm (Teams Report 6.45pm)
• Teams Event Heats

SATURDAY 3rd October (Report time 7.00 am)
• Open Shearing Heats
• Senior Shearing Semi-Finals
• Open Shearing Quarter-Finals
• Junior Woolhandling Final
• Senior Woolhandling Final
• Teams Event Semi-Final
• Smokefree Teddy Bear Shear
• Open Shearing Semi-Finals
• Senior Shearing Final
• Presentations - Junior & Senior Woolhandling
• Evening Session (Report time 7.00 pm)
• Teams Final
• Open Woolhandling Final
• Open Shearing Final
• Presentations

"Examiners place the best judges 
they can for the show that they judge 
in, they all know the importance of a 
particular show, which happened this 
year, especially in the lead up to the 
worlds, they all wanted to have the best 
judging the best. We all take our job 
seriously, we know the outcome if we 
don't get it right, especially with some 
of the tight results lately.

"To carry on after a shearing career, 
and to give it back in this form is 
something we have pride in, we 'shear' 
every sheep we judge on the board, 
we watch the blows and go yes or no, 
(LOL), but we absolutely friggin' love it.

"Perhaps this will give others an idea 
of what makes us want to be part of our 
great industry." (Marcel Thwaites) 

���:�L�W�K���P�L�Q�R�U���D�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����(�G����

�$�O�O���W�R�S�N�Q�R�W�V���O�H�I�W���R�Q���Z�L�O�O���L�Q�F�X�U���S�H�Q�D�O�W�L�H�V��



Shearing magazine No 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 45

A letter from Jock
Kia ora, My name is Jock Barrett, and I'm the owner of 
Hocknsonz Mobile Shearing Service, based at Feilding. I was 
wondering if you might be interested in sharing my story with 
your readers.

�$�U�R�X�Q�G�� �¿�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �K�D�O�I�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �D�J�R���� �,�� �Z�D�V�� �G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K��
epilepsy. It completely changed my life and brought my 
full-time shearing career to an abrupt halt. For nearly two 
years I was unable to shear while dealing with seizures, poor 
health, unhealthy living habits, and the mental challenges that 
came with losing the career I loved. There were times when I 
genuinely questioned whether all the years I had dedicated to 
the shearing industry had been for nothing.

Over time, with the support of my family, making healthier 
lifestyle choices, developing better habits, working hard, and 
staying dedicated to my recovery, things slowly began to 
change. I have now been seizure-free for the past three years 
and am mentally and physically in a much stronger place.

Returning as a freelance shearer has given me a renewed 
appreciation for the industry. More recently, I started 
Hocknsonz Mobile Shearing Service from the ground up, 
focusing on lifestyle farms. Watching the business grow and 
�N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J���P�\���V�N�L�O�O�V���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���Y�D�O�X�H�G���K�D�V���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G���P�\���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H��
and reminded me that my 15 years of experience were never 
wasted.

Looking ahead, I have some ambitious but meaningful goals. 
�2�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���,���S�O�D�Q���W�R���V�W�X�G�\���Y�H�W�H�U�L�Q�D�U�\���V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���V�R���,��
can eventually combine veterinary services with my shearing 
business, providing an even greater service to New Zealand 
farmers and their livestock. 

In the meantime, I intend to compete regularly in shearing 
sports with the goal of representing New Zealand at the highest 
level and continually challenging myself against the best.

My long-term vision extends beyond competition. After 
my shearing career, I hope to establish a training programme  
that helps develop the next generation of professional wool 
harvesters and shearers while continuing to support New 
Zealand farmers and the animals that have played such an 
important role in my own journey.

If you think my story would be of interest to your readers, 
I would be honoured to share it in more detail. I believe it is a 
�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H�����U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�����D�Q�G���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���D�J�D�L�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
hard work, family, and the rural community.

Kind regards,
Jock Barrett, Hocknsonz Mobile Shearing Service
Phone: 027 211 9564. Email: hockburr1@gmail.com

Sheep, Goat & Alpaca

�3�K�R�Q�H���-�R�F�N��������������������������
�)�H�L�O�G�L�Q�J���E�D�V�H�G

HOCKNSONZ
SHEARING
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 Spotlight on Jack Dowd
�%�\���'�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V
Jack Dowd is one of the original 28 shearers accorded 'Master 
Shearer' status by New Zealand's National Shearing and 
Woolhandling Committee at Golden Shears in 1975. 

�-�D�F�N���¿�U�V�W���F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�L�V���Z�U�L�W�H�U�
�V���Q�R�W�L�F�H���D�V���
�-�D�F�N���'�R�Z�G���I�U�R�P��
Dargaville' while working in a shed in western Southland 
in 1968, but he was actually born in the King Country in 
September 1946 and therefore has a notable milestone coming 
up next month. (You can do the maths.) He has also lived at 
various times at Morrinsville, Raglan and, for the past many 
years, in Australia, currently in WA.

We summarise here some of Jack's achievements:
Record at New Zealand’s Golden Shears 1970-1986
���������� �¿�I�W�K�� �L�Q�� �2�S�H�Q�� �¿�Q�D�O���� ���������� �V�L�[�W�K�� �L�Q�� �2�S�H�Q�� �¿�Q�D�O���� ����������
�I�R�X�U�W�K���L�Q���2�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O���������������I�R�X�U�W�K���L�Q���2�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O��
�����������V�H�P�L�¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W���L�Q���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���������������V�H�P�L�¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W��
in Open championship.
�����������¿�U�V�W���L�Q���0�D�R�U�L���3�D�N�H�K�D���¿�Q�D�O���Z�L�W�K���5�R�E�E�L�H���:�H�V�W�R�Q��������������
�V�H�F�R�Q�G���L�Q���0�D�R�U�L���3�D�N�H�K�D���¿�Q�D�O���Z�L�W�K���5�R�E�E�L�H���:�H�V�W�R�Q��
1974 second in Invitation lamb shear; 1975 third in 
Invitation lamb shear; 1976 second in Invitation lamb shear; 
1983 third in Invitation lamb shear; 1984 sixth in Invitation 
�O�D�P�E���V�K�H�D�U�������������¿�I�W�K���L�Q���,�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�P�E���V�K�H�D�U��
Other major New Zealand competitions 1967-1986
�����������¿�U�V�W���.�D�L�N�R�K�H���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�����������¿�U�V�W���$�X�F�N�O�D�Q�G���(�D�V�W�H�U���6�K�R�Z���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�����������¿�U�V�W���3�X�N�H�N�R�K�H���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�����������¿�U�V�W���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�D�P�E���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�����5�D�J�O�D�Q����
���)�L�Y�H���R�W�K�H�U���¿�Q�D�O�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q����������������������
�����������¿�U�V�W���$�J�U�R�G�R�P�H���6�K�H�D�U�V���5�R�W�R�U�X�D���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�����������¿�U�V�W���3�D�K�L�D�W�X�D���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�����������¿�U�V�W���3�D�K�L�D�W�X�D���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�����������¿�U�V�W���0�D�Q�J�D�N�L�Q�R���'�D�P���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�����������¿�U�V�W���3�D�K�L�D�W�X�D���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
�����������¿�U�V�W���0�D�Q�J�D�N�L�Q�R���'�D�P���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S
1982 second Pahiatua Open championship
�����������¿�U�V�W���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�����5�D�J�O�D�Q�������6�L�[��
�R�W�K�H�U���¿�Q�D�O�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q����������������������
�����������¿�U�V�W���$�J�U�R�G�R�P�H���6�K�H�D�U�V���5�R�W�R�U�X�D���2�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S

Above:���+�H�\�����Z�K�R�
�V���W�K�D�W���X�S���W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�W�K���-�D�F�N�����'�R�Z�G�"���/�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H��
�1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�
�V���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�����6�L�U���.�H�L�W�K���+�R�O�\�R�D�N�H��������������

Above:���+�H�\�����Z�K�R�
�V���W�K�D�W���X�S���W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�W�K���-�D�F�N�����'�R�Z�G�"���/�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H��
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�
�V���3�U�L�P�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�����0�D�O�F�R�O�P���)�U�D�V�H�U��������������

Above: �-�H	ü���'�R�U�V�H�W�
�V���J�D�Q�J�������W�K�H���J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U�V�����D�W���+�D�X�W�X���3�U�L�V�R�Q��
�)�D�U�P�����R�Q���������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������������-�D�F�N���'�R�Z�G���E�D�F�N���U�L�J�K�W��
World Records 1974-1991
• Solo ewe shearing record, 543 ewes at Lochinver 

Station, Taupo, on 22 January 1974
• Solo lamb shearing record, 637 Coopworth lambs in 

nine hours at Ngutunui, 2 December 1977
• Member Eddie Reidy’s ten-stand gang, 5557 lambs 

at Poronui Station, Taupo, 8 January 1979 (Dowd’s 
tally 552).

• �0�H�P�E�H�U�� �-�H
u�� �'�R�U�V�H�W�¶�V�� �V�L�[���V�W�D�Q�G�� �J�D�Q�J���� ���������� �P�D�L�Q�O�\��
wether lambs at Hautu Prison farm, 18 December 1991. 
(Dowd's tally 504.)

• �8�Q�R
v�F�L�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G���U�H�F�R�U�G�����������D�G�X�O�W���V�K�H�H�S���L�Q���R�Q�H���K�R�X�U���D�W��
Warkworth, 1976.

New Zealand Representation 1981-1983
Team member New Zealand vs Australia at Euroa 24 
October 1981 (lost).
Team member New Zealand vs Australia at Masterton, 6 
March 1982 (won).
Team captain New Zealand vs Australia at Euroa, 23 
October 1982 (lost).
Team captain New Zealand vs Australia at Masterton, 5 
March 1983 (won).
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Jack Dowd, Master Shearer through the yearsJack Dowd, Master Shearer through the years
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Shearing magazine’s 
New Zealand Shearing & Wool Industry Hall of Fame

Machine and Blade Shearers
Objective category: World individual or teams champion-
ship winner for New Zealand (year), supported by at least 
three major New Zealand titles:
Roger Cox, Hawera (b 1952): world individual and teams 
champion 1977. Golden Shears 1977-78, 1980; Southern 
Shears 1974-1979; National Circuit Masterton 1975; NZ 
Spring Shears, Waimate 1977, 1979, 1980; Otago Balclutha 
1977, 1978, 1979. Master Shearer 1975.
Godfrey Bowen MBE, Te Puke (1922-1994): world teams’ 
champion 1977. New Zealand Royal Show (New Zealand 
championship) 1956; Auckland championship (Hamilton) 
1948, 1949; Waikato A&P 1956. (Incomplete record.) 
Master Shearer 1975.
Brian Quinn MBE , Alexandra (b 1941): world individual 
and teams champion 1980. Golden Shears 1965, 1967-68, 
1970, 1971, 1972; NZ Merino Shears 1968, 1970, 1978-
79. Southern Shears 1966-1973, 1981; NZ Spring Shears, 
Waimate 1968-1971; 1974, 1978; Otago Shears 1967-68, 
1970-73; 1980-81; NZ Lamb shearing Riversdale 1978, 
1980. (63 open titles). Master Shearer 1975.
Martin Ngataki , Port Waikato (b 1943): world teams 
champion 1980. Golden Shears 1979; National Lamb Shear 
(Raglan) 1977, 1978, 1979; Western Shears, Raglan 1974-76; 
1979-81; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1975; National Circuit 
Masterton 1976; Pahiatua 1975. Master Shearer 1975.
Peter Casserly, Omarama (b 1947): world blade shearing 
champion 1980. NZ Golden Blades 1975, 1976; Omarama 
Merino Shears 1995. Southern Shears open blades 1976. 
(World record holder 353 lambs in nine hours, 1976.) 
Master Shearer 1979.
Colin King MNZM , Rangiora (b 1949: world teams 
champion 1984. Golden Shears, Masterton open champion 
1982, 1987, 1988; National Circuit Masterton (six times); 
NZ Spring Shears open champion 1982, 1983, 1986, 1987, 
1991; NZ Corriedale champion 1980, 1983, 1987. Master 
Shearer 1983.
John Fagan MBE, Te Kuiti (b 1950): world teams 
champion 1984. Golden Shears, Masterton open champion 
1984; Golden Shears, Masterton Invitation lamb shear 
1986; National Lamb Shear (Raglan) 1981, 1984, 1985; 
Auckland 1981; Western Shears 1983; King Country Shears 
1985; YFC Blue Ribbon 1977, 1978. Master Shearer 1978.
Johan Frederick (Rick) Pivac, Kaitaia (1950-2013): 
world teams champion 1985. National Lamb Shear, Raglan 
1982; Pahiatua Open 1984; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 
1982; National Circuit Masterton 1987; six times Golden 
�6�K�H�D�U�V�����0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q���R�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�����0�D�V�W�H�U���6�K�H�D�U�H�U������������
David Fagan KNZM, Te Kuiti (b 1961) world individual 
champion 1988, 1992, 1996, 1998, 2003; world teams 
champion 1986, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1998, 2003, 2010. 
Golden Shears, Masterton Open (16); NZ Open (16); 
National Lamb Shear (17). 642 open championships world-
wide 1983-2015. Master Shearer 1985.

Tony Dobbs, Fairlie (b 1962): world individual champion 
1988; world teams champion 2026. New Zealand Golden 
Blades 19 times between 1983 and 2024; NZ Spring Shears, 
Waimate 16 times between 1985 and 2024; MacKenzie 
Shears 1991, 1993, 1995. Master Shearer 1985.
Kevin Walsh, Temuka (b c1960): world teams champion 
1992. New Zealand Corriedale 1978; South Island Shearer 
of the Year, Gore 1978; National Circuit Masterton 1979; 
NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1988. Master Shearer 1993.
Alan MacDonald, Piopio (b 1961): world individual and 
teams champion 1994. Southern Shears open champion 1992, 
1995; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate open champion 1990; 
National Lamb Shearing champion Riversdale 1991; Western 
Shears open champion 1992, 1993. Master Shearer 1991.
Paul Avery, Stratford (b 1967): world individual champion 
2008; world teams champion 1998, 2008; Golden Shears, 
Masterton 2005, 2007; NZ Open 1995, 2000, 2007; North 
Island Shearer of the Year, Te Kuiti 1990, 2000, 2005, 2007; 
NZ Shears circuit 2000, 2003-04; 2006, 2008; Taihape (12 
times). Master Shearer 2001.
Cam Ferguson, Waipawa (b 1984): world individual 
champion 2010; world teams champion 2010, 2012. Golden 
Shears, Masterton 2010; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 2009, 
2013-14; South Island Shearer of the Year, Gore 2010. 
Master Shearer 2012.
Rowland Smith, Ruawai (b 1989): world individual 
champion 2014, 2026; world teams champion 2026. 
Golden Shears, Masterton 2013-14; 2016-2020; 2023; New 
Zealand champion 2013-14; 2016-19; 2021; North Island 
Shearer of the Year, Te Kuiti 2013-15; 2017-19; 2023; 
Southern Shears 2013, 2016-2019. master Shearer 2016.
John Kirkpatrick ONZM,  Napier (b 1970): world 
individual champion 2017; world teams champion 2008, 
2014, 2017. Golden Shears, Masterton 2002, 2008, 2011-
12; NZ Open 2008-09, 2012; Southern Shears 2002-2006; 
2008-09; 2011, 2014; Poverty Bay 1995-2001; 2004, 2008-
09; 2013, 2015, 2019, 2024; South Island Shearer of the 
Year, Gore (eight times). Master Shearer 2007.
Nathan Stratford, Invercargill (b c1978): world teams 
champion 2017. New Zealand Merino Shears 2006, 2009, 
2016, 2018, 2021; New Zealand Spring Shears Waimate 
2001, 2004-2008; 2015, 2017-19; New Zealand Corriedale 
2005, 2016, 2019, 2023; New Zealand Shears circuit 2012, 
2018-19. Master Shearer 2014.
�$�O�O�D�Q�� �2�O�G�¿�H�O�G�� Geraldine (b 1990): world individual 
champion 2019; world teams champion 2019, 2026. New 
Zealand Golden Blades 2020, 2021, 2025; New Zealand 
Golden Shears 2020. Waimate 2015; Rangiora 2018, 2022, 
2025; Ashburton A&P Shears 2019.
Toa Henderson, Kaiwaka (b c1993): world teams champion 
2026. Golden Shears, Masterton 2025, 2026; New Zealand 
open 2025; Otago 2023, 2025; Southern Shears 2025, 2026; 
North Island Shearer of the Year, Te Kuiti 2024, 2026; 
Pahiatua 2023, 2024; Otago Balclutha 2023, 2024.



Shearing magazine No 122 (Vol 42, No 3) August 2026 Page 49

Objective category: World individual or teams champion-
ship winner for New Zealand (year), supported by at least 
three major New Zealand titles:
Susan Puhipuhi/Biddle, Hastings (b c1963): world 
individual champion 1988. New Zealand champion 1988, 
1989, 1990; Manawatu 1988, 1989, 1990, 1996; Taranaki 
1988, 1989; Hawkes Bay 1993.
Patrick Shelford, Turangi (b 1965): world individual 
champion 1996. Golden Shears, Masterton open champion 
1985, 1986; New Zealand Woolhandler of the Year 1984, 
1986-1989, 1994; NZ Merino Shears, Alexandra open 
champion 1987; Mossburn full wool open champion 
1987-88, 1994-95; NZ open champion 1993, 1997. Master 
Woolhandler 1996.
Tina Rimene, Masterton (b c1970): world teams champion 
2000, 2005. Golden Shears, Masterton open champion 94, 
1997, 2009; New Zealand Merino Shears open champion 
004, 2005, 2009; New Zealand Woolhandler of the 
Year 2004; Wairarapa Pre-Shears 1994, 2000. Master 
Woolhandler 2000.
Leanne Peeti, Taumarunui (b c1975): world teams 
champion 2000. New Zealand champion 2000; North 
Island Circuit 1999; Western Shears, Raglan 1996; 
Taumarunui 1998, 1999, 2000; Hawkes Bay 1999. Master 
Woolhandler 2000.

Shearing magazine’s 
New Zealand Shearing & Wool Industry Hall of Fame

Woolhandlers and Pressers
Joanne Kumeroa, Whanganui (1969-2015) world 
individual champion 2003, 2005; world teams champion 
2005, 2008, 2012.  Golden Shears, Masterton 1995, 2001, 
2004, 2010-12; NZ Merino Shears, Alexandra 1995-96; 
1998, 2000, 2007, 2011; New Zealand Woolhandler of the 
Year 1991, 1993, 1995, 1997-99; 2001, 2007; NZ Spring 
Shears, Waimate 1991, 1992, 2000, 2002, 2006, 2009, 
2011. Master Woolhandler 1995.
Sheree Alabaster, Taihape (b c1984): world individual 
champion 2008, world teams champion 2010, 2012. New 
Zealand champion 2004-06; 2009, 2011-12; 2014, 2018, 
2019; North Island circuit 2006, 2012, 2015, 2018-19; 
Dannevirke 2007, 2010, 2013, 2015, 2018; Wairarapa 
Pre-Shears 2014-16. Master Woolhandler 2008.
Keryn Herbert , Te Awamutu (b 1979): world teams 
champion 2010. North Island circuit 2008, 2013-14; 2020, 
2024-25; Taihape 2011-15; 2020-21; 2024; Hawkes Bay 
2005, 2010-11; 2025; New Zealand Woolhandler of the 
Year 2014. Master Woolhandler 2012.
Joel Henare, Gisborne (b 1990) 2014, 2017, 2026; Golden 
Shears, Masterton 2013-2020; 2023-2026; New Zealand 
Merino Shears 2012, 2014, 2017, 2021; New Zealand 
champion 2010, 2015-2017; New Zealand Woolhandler 
of the Year 2008-2012; 2015-2021; 2023, 2026. Master 
Woolhandler 2014.

* * * * * *Subjective category: By reputation and deeds (no access to 
world championships) their names endure through New 
Zealand's shearing industry history and folklore:

• James Apes (1855-1938)
• Alex Hutchinson (1865-1943)
• Rimitiriu Raihania (1868-1934)
• Jimmy Power (1869-1902)
• Ihakara ‘Ike’ Robin (1886-1968)
• Bill Vella (1886-1971)
• George Stuart (1890-1953)
• Bill Higgins (1894-1939)
• Johnny Hape (1900-1969)
• Percy de Malmanche (1902-1968)
• Bill Richards (1907-1995)
• Claude Waite (1911-2000)
• Bill Meech (1914-1985)
• Ivan Bowen (1915-2007)
• Les Richards (1917-2000)
• Godfrey Bowen (1922-1994)
• Bing Macdonald (1928-2004)
• Murray McSkimming 1931-2017
• Makaore Potae (1934-2001)
• Ken Pike (1938-2025)
• Ian Rutherford (c1940-****)
• Barbara Marsh (1943-2014)
• Jack Dowd (1946-****
• Mavis Mullins (1956 -****)
• Keith Wilson (1957-****)

• Michelle Anderson/Harrex (1963-****)
• Darin Forde (1965-****) 
• Leon Samuels (c1983-****)
• Vorne Wheki (1962-****)
• Jeremy Goodger (c1985-***
• Vinnie Goodger (c1987-****)
(Citations for each of the above candidates being prepared.) 

�6�K�R�X�O�G���W�K�L�V���P�D�Q���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���+�D�O�O���R�I���)�D�P�H�"
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Alan MacDonald: World champion 1994 
We posted on Facebook a few weeks a go, a list of the 
�P�D�Q�\���S�O�D�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���$�O�D�Q���
�0�L�F�N�H�\�
���0�D�F�'�R�Q�D�O�G���K�D�G���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G��
second in shearing competitions. It was an investigation 
of Mickey's own statement made many years ago that he 
had been "a helluva lot of times second". 

While successfully proving the point he himself had 
made, we note he hasn't spoken to us since then. That's 
probably because our paths haven't crossed in daylight 
since that post. But we always intended to do this – follow 
�X�S���Z�L�W�K���D���O�L�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�O�D�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���K�H���K�D�G���F�R�P�H���¿�U�V�W�����M�X�V�W��
to balance the ledger. 

So, here goes – wins in New Zealand at:
Agrodome Shears, Rotorua 1990, 1994, 2000, 2001; Aria 
Shearing Sports 1997, 2000; CHB Waipukurau 1996; Dam 
Country, Mangakino 1994; Dannevirke 1992; Egmont 
1991, 1993, 1997, 1999; Horowhenua Shearing Sports 
1992, 1993, 1998; Kinloch 1995; Kopu 1992; Mackenzie/
Fairlie/Omarama 1991; North Island Championship, 
Feilding 1993; NZ Autumn Shears, Whangarei 1992; NZ 
Spring Shears, Waimate 1990; Oamaru 1993, 1998; Ohura 
2007; Opotiki 1986; Otorohanga Shearing Sports 1997, 
1998, 2000; Pahiatua 1995; Poverty Bay, Gisborne 1991; 
Rakaia 1997; Rangitikei Shearing Sports, Marton 1999; 
Red Fox Maramarua 1992, 1995; Southern Shears, Gore 
1992, 1995; Stratford A&P 1991, 1996; Taihape 1993; 
Taranaki Shears, Stratford 1996, 2000; Taumarunui 1992, 
1996, 2000; Tauranga 1992, 1995, 1996, 1999; Te Kuiti 
Multi Breeds Circuit 1997; Wairarapa Spring Shears, 
Carterton 1991, 1995; Waitomo Caves Sports 1995; 
Western Shears, Raglan 1992, 1993; Whakatane 1991, 
1992, 1993. (Total 58.) �1�R�W�H�����2�X�U���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���S�U�L�R�U���W�R������������
are incomplete and we know MacDonald was winning 
�V�K�R�Z�V���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���\�H�D�U�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�D�W�����:�H���Z�L�O�O���D�G�G���W�K�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H��
record when we can. (Ed.)

Busy North Canterbury run 
�&�O�H�D�Q�����U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���V�W�D	ü���Z�D�Q�W�H�G
Mainshear November-April
Pre-lamb May-September

New client enquiries welcome

Phone Mike Morgan
021 251 7742

 mike091@windowslive.com

Above:���,�P�D�J�H�V���I�U�R�P���$�O�D�Q���0�D�F�'�R�Q�D�O�G�
�V���Z�R�U�O�G���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S��
�Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �\�H�D�U�� �R�I�� ������������ �7�K�H�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�� �W�U�R�S�K�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �%�X�L�O�W�K��
�:�H�O�O�V�����:�D�O�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�H�D�P�V���W�U�R�S�K�\���Z�L�W�K���'�D�Y�L�G���)�D�J�D�Q��
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Don’t Blow Your Wrist
With main shear looming, now’s the 
time to prepare the body for those big 
tallies. Blown wrists are really common 
among shearers who hit the board hard 
after a bit of a break. Just like the All 
Blacks wouldn’t play a test without a 
pre-season or any warm-up, you need 
to make sure you’re in good nick before 
you pick up the handpiece. You can 
learn simple warm-up routines that help 
prevent blown wrists at 
www.tahingatahi.co.nz. 

Learn Your Warm-Ups 
Every year over 9,000 days are lost to 
injury in the wool sector. That’s a lot of 
�S�D�L�Q���I�R�U���Q�R���J�D�L�Q�����7�D�K�L���1�J�—�W�D�K�L�¶�V���Y�L�G�H�R�V��
are designed to help everyone raise their 
game in the shed. You can learn short 
warm-up routines that help prevent 
back strains at www.tahingatahi.co.nz. 
A few extra minutes of simple stretches 
a day could save your back and boost 
your wallet. 

Visit www.tahingatahi.co.nz and sign up to show your support for this 
great industry.

For business support to make the best use of the programme, please 
contact Bronwyn Campbell at support@tahingatahi.co.nz or 0272436979 

HELP US 
ALL RAISE 
OUR GAME 
IN THE 
WOOLSHED

�7�D�K�L���1�J�Ã�W�D�K�L���L�V���D�Q���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P��
that uses video clips to pass on skills 
and safety tips to farmers, shearing 
contractors and shearers.

Our aim is to:
• reduce common injuries by 

30% and prolong careers 
• build a stronger, more skilled 

workforce 

• make shearing more attractive to 
new entrants.

�7�D�K�L���1�J�Ã�W�D�K�L���V���S�D�U�W���R�I���Z�L�G�H�U���H�'�R�U�W�V��
to revitalise the wool industry 
and will be integrated into the 
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���V���Q�H�Z�������������P���R�Q���M�R�E��
training initiative Kaiaka Wool 
Industry Training NZ.

OFFICIAL PARTNERS  

Be not the cause, 
nor the victim ...

Be a bird on the wire: Be a bird on the wire: 
followfollow  Shearingmag Shearingmag 

on Facebookon Facebook

�6�7�$�<
�������������:�(�,�5�'
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�%�\���'�R�X�J���/�D�L�Q�J�����6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�6�S�R�U�W�V���1�=��
Ian Laurie Keats, MNZM, the man known as the Father 
of Golden Shears, died at Masterton on 11 August 2026, 
aged 92. Masterton, Wairarapa and the Global Shearing 
World of which the area became competition central 
gathered at Masterton's War Memorial Stadium a week 
later to celebrate his life. 

Laurie's casket rested atop a bale of wool in the Stadium, 
which, apart from two Covid years has been converted into 
a woolshed for up to four days of international competition 
each year since the Golden Shears was founded, with 
instant success, in 1961. After some stern debates, the 
Golden Shears International Shearing Championships 
�6�R�F�L�H�W�\���Z�D�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
event was held just six months later.

Raised at Auchreddie, the farm on which he grew up 
in the Opaki-Mikimiki area north of Masterton, and the 
name of which was branded on the dutiful bale, Laurie held 
almost every role possible in competition management, 
from competitor to Golden Shears president, which he 
became in 1978, and patron, which he was at the time of 
his passing.

The movement saw the Golden Shears of Geat Britain 
established in 1963, and further development worldwide, 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�� �L�Q�� �(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�� �L�Q��
1977, the event to be held every 2-4 years becoming known 
as the Golden Shears world championships.

As a result of being society president, Laurie became 
chairman of the Golden Shears World Council when 

it was formed at Euroa, Australia, in October 1980, 
following meetings at Masterton during the second world 
championships earlier that year. Masterton has hosted the 
world championships a further four times since then, in 
1988, 1996, 2012 and 2026. (Invercargill is the only other 
New Zealand venue to host the world event, in 2017.)

Laurie's elevation to the roles came at a time made even 
busier, coinciding with a three-year term as the Opaki 
Riding representative on the Masterton County Council.

News of his passing stretched across the World, and, 
extending condolences on behalf of the international 
fraternity, current Golden Shears World Council George 
Graham said from Ireland: “Laurie was a man of 
extraordinary vision and a natural born leader as well as 
being a devoted family man. It was an honour to have him 
attend as our patron guest at our last Golden Shears World 
Council meeting (in Masterton in March) and I also had 
the honour of sitting next to him on the Saturday night in 
�0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q���I�R�U���D�O�O���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O�V��

“It is because of Laurie’s foresight and 'people skills' 
that the world of shearing and woolhandling is in such a 
great place today,” he said. “Thank you Laurie you will be 
sorely missed, please know you have left a lasting legacy 
not only in Masterton but all over the globe.”

Despite the commitment, Laurie still found time to 
become a globetrotting shearer about the age of 50, 
shearing in such places as the United Kingdom, Yugoslavia 
and the Falklands.

Another legacy is the Wool Shed National museum of 
sheep and Shearing, established in 2005 just a few hundred 
metres from the stadium, in two old woolsheds – the 
Wilton woolshed from Rangitumau and the Glendonald 
woolshed from Bideford – relocated to Dixon Street in the 
town, and renovated for the purpose. In keeping with the 
culture of the Golden Shears, the museum is run mainly 
by volunteers. 

As chairman of Wairarapa District YFC, which led the 
founding of the Shears, or “Goldies”, as it’s become known 

 Tribute: Laurie Keats, MNZM (1933-2026)

Above�����/�D�X�U�L�H���.�H�D�W�V���0�1�=�0�����W�K�H�����I�D�W�K�H�U���R�I���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V������
�S�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���L�Q���0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q�
�V���:�R�R�O���6�K�H�G���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�X�V�H�X�P���R�I���6�K�H�H�S��
�D�Q�G���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���S�O�D�\�H�G���D���O�D�U�J�H���S�D�U�W��
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to competitors, he turned his dream of 
winning a big Open title to a lifetime 
of administration.

But the handpiece was never far 
away, and in 2009, when tracked 
down by media amid being bestowed 
a Member of the New Zealand Order 
of Merit (MNZM) in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours, he was, at the age 
of 75, crutching lambs on the farm.

The following March he competed 
in the veterans events at the 50th 
Golden Shears, an event which at peak 
chocked the stadium with as many as 
2500 spectators.

As Patron, he was among the 
spectators again this year, when 
the Shears, amid another World 
Championships,  at t racted 630 
entries, making it the biggest-ever 
single shearing competition event 
worldwide.

He called it �$�� �O�X�F�N�\�� �/�L�I�H�� the title 
of the book he wrote and which was 
published in 2012, for he was shy of 
the personal acclaim.

At the time of his MNZM, he told 
the �:�D�L�U�D�U�D�S�D���7�L�P�H�V���$�J�H: "It's pretty 
easy to look like you're important in 
the Golden Shears when you've got 
200 volunteers working for you."

He never envisaged what the future 
held when he won his first Young 
Farmers shearing competition in 1948, 
aged just 14, and when 10 years later 
he was “one of many” behind the 
staging of a Masterton A and P Show 
competition which became the seed 
from which the Golden Shears grew.

It leapt ahead with the notion that 

Above�����/�D�X�U�L�H���.�H�D�W�V���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J���D���V�K�D�Q�G�\���Z�L�W�K�������������*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���R�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q��
�(�G�G�L�H���5�H�L�G�\�����S�K�R�W�R���W�D�N�H�Q���D���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R����Opposite:���7�K�H���:�D�O�N�H�U���.�H�D�W�V���&�X�S�����G�R�Q�D�W�H�G��
�I�R�U���W�U�D�Q�V���7�D�V�P�D�Q���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���E�\���/�D�X�U�L�H���.�H�D�W�V���D�Q�G���%�H�U�Q�L�H���:�D�O�N�H�U�����$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�
�V��
�I�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���:�R�U�O�G���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O��

the stadium, opened in 1958, could 
house for one week a year a six-stand 
shearing board and pens which made 
household names of such shearing 
legends as Golden Shears Open 
champions Brian “Snow” Quinn and 
Sir David Fagan, and in its expansion 
woolhandling champions such as 
Joanne Kumeroa and Joel Henare.

As with many involved in Golden 
Shears, family became involved, 
including daughter Deb, who became 
�D���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���D�Q�G���R
v�F�H��
manager.

Son Evan died in 2022 and he is 
survived by daughter Deb, second wife  
Judy, stepdaughter Jane and stepsons 
Stuart and Andrew, his grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild.

A funeral notice said donations 
to the Shear History Trust 06 0689 
0163116 00 would be appreciated.

* * * * * *
Anecdotes from Last Side to Glory:
Shearing's editor first met Laurie 
Keats in February 1990, having just 
embarked on writing a Golden Shears 
history to be entitled  �/�D�V�W�� �6�L�G�H�� �W�R��
�*�O�R�U�\����Plans for meeting the man 
had been envisaged – at the stadium, 
�P�D�\�E�H���� �R�U�� �W�K�H�� �*�R�O�G�H�Q�� �6�K�H�D�U�V�� �R
v�F�H����
or at his home ...

None of those things – as random 
would have it, we arrived in Masterton 
from Hamilton and pulled into a 
parking space on Chapel Steet, near 
the �:�D�L�U�D�U�D�S�D�� �7�L�P�H�V���$�J�H building. 
�:�K�R���F�R�P�H�V���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�H�W�"��
Laurie Keats, the man himself!

Laurie was full of stories, some of 
�Z�K�L�F�K���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���E�R�R�N��

A busy life:�� ���)�R�U�� �D�� �O�R�Q�J�� �W�L�P�H����
between stud breeding, Golden 
�6�K�H�D�U�V���� �U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� �D�� �I�D�P�L�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�\�L�Q�J��
�W�R�� �F�O�H�D�U�� �P�R�U�W�D�J�H�V���� �,�� �Z�D�V�� �N�H�S�W�� �R�X�W�� �R�I��
�P�L�V�F�K�L�H�I�����,�W���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���F�X�U�W�D�L�O�H�G���V�R�P�H���R�I��
�W�K�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���,���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H����

On training shearers in Poland: 
���7�K�H�� �R�Q�O�\�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�� �,�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G�� �L�Q��
�3�R�O�D�Q�G���F�H�Q�W�U�H�G���X�S�R�Q���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W�����L�Q��
toasting the locals in the prescribed 
�P�D�Q�Q�H�U���� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �V�D�\��
"cheers" to the whole group, as in 
New Zealand. Each person had to be 
�W�R�D�V�W�H�G���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�O�\�����$�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���3�R�O�L�V�K��
�Y�R�G�N�D���±���L�W���P�D�N�H�V���\�R�X���I�H�H�O���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�
�Y�H��
�E�H�H�Q���U�X�Q���R�Y�H�U���E�\���D���P�D�G���E�X�O�O����

The world champion?:���:�K�H�Q���,���Z�D�V��
shearing in Poland, I was so much 
�E�H�W�W�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�F�D�O�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �M�X�V�W��
�G�L�G�Q�
�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H�U�H���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�Q�\�R�Q�H��
�E�H�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���P�H�����,���Z�D�V���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D���M�H�U�V�H�\��
�±�� �R�Q�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �
�:�R�U�O�G�� �&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�
��
�Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���R�Q���L�W�����7�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G��
�D���E�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H��

�
�$�K�����\�R�X���D�U�H���Z�R�U�O�G���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�"�

�,�
�G���V�D�\���
�1�R���

�
�<�R�X���D�U�H���P�R�G�H�V�W���

�,�
�G���V�D�\���
�1�R���

�
�%�X�W���Q�R�E�R�G�\���F�D�Q���E�H�D�W���\�R�X���

�,���M�X�V�W���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����F�U�L�N�H�\�����K�R�Z���G�R���,���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q��

�W�K�L�V�"���,���P�H�D�Q�����W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�
�W���H�Y�H�Q���E�H���D�E�O�H��
�W�R���V�W�D�U�W���W�R���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�V�H���'�D�Y�L�G���)�D�J�D�Q��

At a meeting in Hungary: "I was 
�V�L�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�U�����)�U�R�P��
�Z�K�D�W���V�K�H���W�R�O�G���P�H���,���P�L�J�K�W���D�V���Z�H�O�O���K�D�Y�H��
been sitting at a meeting here in 
�0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��
�R�O�G�� �D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V�� �±�� �
�7�K�H�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�
�V��
�Q�R�W�� �G�R�L�Q�J�� �H�Q�R�X�J�K���� �Z�K�\�� �D�U�H�Q�
�W�� �Z�H��
�P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���E�H�W�W�H�U�"

���4�X�L�W�H���I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�����D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\����

* * * * * *
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ACE SHEARING GEAR  
FOR QUALITY & SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST 

DON�¶T DELAY BUY  
ACE TODAY 

 
ACE COVER COMBS  

CUTTERS & FLAT COMBS.  
 

    ORDER DIRECT  
Text Leon 0275914361   

Email: info@acequip.co.nz               
Website: aceshearng.co.nz  

 
OR 

 
Insist on ACE Shearing Gear  
at your nearest farm shop  

 

From the Irish Sheep Shearers' Association: "Congratulations 
�W�R�� �3�H�W�H�U�� �+�H�U�D�W�\�� �R�Q�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �K�L�V�� �0�D�V�W�H�U�� �%�O�D�G�H�� �6�K�H�D�U�H�U�
�V��
�D�Z�D�U�G���D�W���W�K�H���7�R�S���R�I���&�R�R�P���V�K�R�Z���O�D�V�W���6�X�Q�G�D�\���>�������-�X�O�\�����������@����
�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\���H�L�J�K�W���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���+�H�P�L�V�S�K�H�U�H���W�R��
be recognised as Master Blade Shearers. 

�7�K�H�� �O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\�� �E�O�D�G�H�� �V�K�H�D�U�H�U�� �Z�K�R�� �K�D�L�O�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �2�Z�H�Q�Z�H�H��
�Q�H�D�U�� �:�H�V�W�S�R�U�W�� �L�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �0�D�\�R�� �L�V�� �D�� �V�L�[���W�L�P�H�� �$�O�O�� �,�U�H�O�D�Q�G��
�F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�����+�H���L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���P�D�Q���W�R���K�D�Y�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���,�U�H�O�D�Q�G�
�V��
�E�O�D�G�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�H�D�P���D�W���V�L�[���Z�R�U�O�G���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���¿�Y�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G���W�H�D�P�V���¿�Q�D�O�V�����,�Q�������������K�H���K�H���V�H�W���D�Q���,�U�L�V�K���E�O�D�G�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J��
�U�H�F�R�U�G�����V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����������H�Z�H�V���L�Q���Q�L�Q�H���K�R�X�U�V������

�3�H�W�H�U���+�H�U�D�W�\���L�V���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���D�E�R�Y�H�����K�D�Y�L�Q�J���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���K�L�V���0�D�V�W�H�U�V��
�&�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���%�L�V�F�D���D�Q�G���,�6�6�$���F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q�����7�R�P���'�X�Q�Q�H�����:�H�O�O��
�G�R�Q�H���3�H�W�H�U���D�Q�G���Y�H�U�\���Z�H�O�O���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G��

Tribute: Laurie Keats
In late 1973 John Allan, then Sunbeam Rural Division 
Manager, asked Euroa Apex Club if they would run 
a Trans-Tasman shearing event with Masterton New 
Zealand. I volunteered to go to Masterton in March 1974 
to see what was involved. That is when I met Laurie 
Keats, who took me under his wing, showed me what they 
did and supported me to bring it to fruition in October 
1974. This also of course involved the Golden Shears 
New Zealand committee and the Euroa Apex Club as 
well as many others.

In later years Golden Shears Australia was established 
at Euroa and the Golden Shears World Council was also 
created at Euroa in 1980, with Masterton New Zealand, 
Royal Bath and West United Kingdom and Euroa, 
Australia. This has provided a solid foundation for today’s 
international shearing competitions. 

Laurie and I had some very intense discussions at 
times, but always with the same objective of making 
competitions better and a showpiece of the world 
wool harvesting industry. With Laurie’s wisdom and 
experience and my youth and enthusiasm we made a good 
team which was acknowledged with the creation of the 
Walker-Keats Cup for the trans-Tasman Test Matches.

Through all these years Laurie and his whanau have 
been valued friends of our family and we will all miss 
him. He was a really good bloke, a true gentleman. RIP 
Laurie, dear friend.
���%�H�U�Q�L�H���:�D�O�N�H�U�����I�R�U�P�H�U���&�K�D�L�U���(�X�U�R�D���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q����
���,�P�D�J�H�����/�D�X�U�L�H���D�Q�G���%�H�U�Q�L�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���:�D�O�N�H�U���.�H�D�W�V���&�X�S��
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�%�\���'�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V
An intelligent perusal of the Golden Shears Honours Board 
reveals several instances of names recurring – generations 
apart. We are looking at examples of champion fathers and 
mothers being followed by sons and daughters. Following 
famous footsteps, as they say. 

�6�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�H�Q���\�H�D�U���R�O�G�� �6�W�H�Y�H�Q�� �&�R�R�S�H�U�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�R�� �G�R��
so – he followed his father Robin Cooper of Opotiki onto 
the Honours Board at Golden Shears by winning the junior 
�W�L�W�O�H���R�Q�������0�D�U�F�K���������������5�R�E�L�Q���K�D�G���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���M�X�V�W��
four years earlier, in 1972, along with the Roy O’Hara 
Memorial Trophy, which is presented annually for best 
�R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q���D�Q�\���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���¿�Q�D�O����

There was another historic aspect to that 1976 junior 
�¿�Q�D�O���D�W���0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q���±���������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���0�D�U�L�Q�D���%�X�U�W���R�I���)�H�D�W�K�H�U�V�W�R�Q��
�E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Z�R�P�D�Q���W�R���U�H�D�F�K���D���µ�*�R�O�G�L�H�V�¶���¿�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���V�K�H��
�¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�L�U�G���E�H�K�L�Q�G���%�U�H�W�W���:�D�W�V�R�Q���R�I���8�W�L�N�X���D�Q�G���D�K�H�D�G���R�I��
Ian Bell (Taihape), Stu Somerville (Invercargill) and Robin 
Bolstad of Eltham. Two nights later, when all the events 
had been completed, Marina Burt also received the Roy 
�2�¶�+�D�U�D���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���7�U�R�S�K�\���I�R�U���E�H�V�W���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q���D���¿�Q�D�O��

But wait, there was still more to come for the Cooper 
�I�D�P�L�O�\���±���V�H�F�R�Q�G���V�R�Q���%�U�L�D�Q���D�O�V�R���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���M�X�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���M�X�V�W��
two years later, in 1978. 

A future New Zealand Wool Board shearing instructor, 
Garry Biggs of Pahiatua won the Golden Shears intermediate 
�¿�Q�D�O�� �L�Q�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �K�L�V�� �V�R�Q���� �'�D�Z�V�R�Q�� �%�L�J�J�V��
(Carterton) won the 1992 senior championship.

Five years later came a veritable cascade of additions 
to our list of inter-generational champions. Well, two 
instances anyway! Colin Gibson of Oamaru, junior 
champion in 1966, saw his son Matthew Gibson take the 
junior red ribbon in 1997, and 1984 Open champion John 
Fagan (Te Kuiti) did likewise, with son James winning the 
�����������V�H�Q�L�R�U���W�L�W�O�H���W�R���F�O�D�L�P���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���V�S�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
over-crowded family trophy cabinet.

The list increased by one in 1998 with the senior 

champion from 1973, Adrian Cox (Timaru) present in the 
Stadium that year to see younger son Dean Cox (Pleasant 
�3�R�L�Q�W�����Z�L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���¿�Q�D�O�������2�O�G�H�U���V�R�Q���%�U�H�Q�G�D�Q���&�R�[��
was just pipped for the same honour by Stratford's Paul 
�$�Y�H�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H�������������L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���¿�Q�D�O�����������������R�I���D���S�R�L�Q�W���W�K�H��
�G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�F�H������

And perhaps not unique, but certainly a rare occurance 
took place in 1996 when Adrian Cox and son Brendon both 
made the Top 30 at Golden Shears, but neither proceeded 
through to the semis.

 Following famous whanau footsteps

Top�����6�W�H�Y�H�Q���&�R�R�S�H�U���R�I���2�S�R�W�L�N�L�����D�Q���R�O�G�H�U���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���K�H�U�H�����Z�R�Q���W�K�H��
�*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���M�X�Q�L�R�U���W�L�W�O�H���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���K�L�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���%�U�L�D�Q���G�L�G��
�W�K�H���V�D�P�H���L�Q���������������E�R�W�K���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���I�D�W�K�H�U���5�R�E�L�Q���&�R�R�S�H�U�����V�H�Q�L�R�U��
�F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�� ������������Above:�� �$�G�U�L�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �%�U�H�Q�G�D�Q�� �&�R�[���� �*�R�O�G�H�Q��
�6�K�H�D�U�V���7�R�S���������������������$�G�U�L�D�Q���Z�D�V���V�H�Q�L�R�U���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q���������������%�U�H�Q�G�R�Q��
�L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���U�X�Q�Q�H�U���X�S���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���'�H�D�Q�����L�Q�V�H�W�����L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H��
�F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�����������������7�K�H���&�R�[���E�R�\�V���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���D�W���7�H��
�.�X�L�W�L�����Z�L�W�K���%�U�H�Q�G�D�Q���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���W�L�W�O�H��
�L�Q�������������D�Q�G���'�H�D�Q���W�K�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���L�Q��������������
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Tina Rimene of Masterton, three times Golden Shears 
open woolhandling champion (1994, 1997, 2009) also 
has two daughters in this select little group of achievers – 
Pagan Rimene (Masterton) won the senior woolhandling 
title in 2006 and Larnie Morrell (Masterton) went one 
better – winning the junior woolhandling in 2007 and the 
senior in 2010.

Then came a six-year wait for the next example and 
1995’s junior woolhandling champion Helen Bradley from 
Woodville via England might well deserve the title of 
‘Super Mum’ in this little saga. First, son Tegwyn Bradley 
(Woodville) won the intermediate shearing in 2016 and 
�W�K�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���L�Q���������������R�O�G�H�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���/�D�X�U�D���%�U�D�G�O�H�\���Z�R�Q��
the novice woolhandling in 2020 and younger daughter 
Eleri Bradley won the same event in 2023, after having to 
wait through two years of no competitions until the Covid 
hoax had passed us by.

With the study of genealogy no longer the precise science 
�W�K�D�W���L�W���X�V�H�G���W�R���E�H���L�Q���G�D�\�V���R�I���\�R�U�H�������6�D�P�H���P�R�W�K�H�U���G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W��
father" as my Old man used to say, can complicate your 
�U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����L�W���L�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���P�L�V�V�H�G���V�R�P�H���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�U�V���I�R�U����
this little item and if that's the case, apologies in advance.

But are we likely in the near future to see any further 
examples of “children emulating parents” to join this 
�G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�G���O�L�V�W���R�Q���W�K�H���+�R�Q�R�X�U�V���%�R�D�U�G�V���D�W���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V�"��
Well, quite possibly. We note, for instance, James Braddick 
from Eketahuna won the senior shearing title in 1984 and 
Justin Meikle (Oamaru) was junior shearing champion 
in 1993. 

But hey, no pressure whatsoever, Hemi Braddick … 
Ngaio Hanson (nee Braddick), Marika Braddick ...and no 
�S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H���Z�K�D�W�V�R�H�Y�H�U�����7�\�H���0�H�L�N�O�H�����$�Q�G���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\��
categorically none at all, Mark Grainger, Jack Fagan ...

�6�R�����K�R�Z���G�R���Z�H���G�H�¿�Q�H���S�U�H�V�V�X�U�H�"���$���I�R�U�P�H�U���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O��
golfer and six times major championship winner Lee 
Trevino was well known for his sense of humour. "Pressure 
�L�V���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X�
�U�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���I�R�U���¿�Y�H���E�X�F�N�V���D�Q�G���\�R�X�
�Y�H���R�Q�O�\���J�R�W��
two bucks in your pocket."

Above:�� �3�D�J�D�Q�� �5�L�P�H�Q�H�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�� �7�L�Q�D�� �5�L�P�H�Q�H��
�R�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �*�R�O�G�H�Q�� �6�K�H�D�U�V�� �:�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�� �+�R�Q�R�X�U�V�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �E�\��
�Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�H�Q�L�R�U���Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���������������7�L�Q�D���Z�D�V���D���W�K�U�H�H��
�W�L�P�H�V���R�S�H�Q���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�����������������������������������������D�Q�G���3�D�J�D�Q���F�R�X�O�G��
�Z�H�O�O���E�H���D���V�K�R�U�W���R�G�G�V���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���W�R���F�O�D�L�P���W�K�H���R�S�H�Q���W�L�W�O�H���K�H�U�V�H�O�I��
�V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H����Opposite:���+�H�O�H�Q���%�U�D�G�O�H�\�����F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q��
�P�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V��

Above:�� �*�R�O�G�H�Q�� �6�K�H�D�U�V�� ������������ �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �I�R�U�� �7�H�J�Z�\�Q��
�%�U�D�G�O�H�\�� �Z�K�R�� �Z�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�� �W�L�W�O�H�� �L�Q�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�V�H�Q�L�R�U���W�L�W�O�H���L�Q������������

Te Anau Shearing  Te Anau Shearing 

LtdLtd

We have jobs available June We have jobs available June 
- August and Dec - April for - August and Dec - April for 

people who are reliable, have people who are reliable, have 
good work ethics and positive good work ethics and positive 

attitudes.attitudes.

Meals, accommodation and Meals, accommodation and 
travel providedtravel provided

Phone Andrew on Phone Andrew on 
���������������������������R�U���������������������������������������������������R�U������������������������

ajclegg@xtra.co.nzajclegg@xtra.co.nz
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 Dave Wolland (1943-2026) –a tribute

�:�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���V�W�D�‡���I�R�U���R�X�U���E�X�V�\���V�X�P�P�H�U���P�D�L�Q�V�K�H�D�U���I�U�R�P��
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���µ�W�L�O���$�S�U�L�O���D�Q�G���I�R�U���R�X�U���S�U�H���O�D�P�E���-�X�Q�H��

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���µ�W�L�O���$�X�J�X�V�W�����*�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N���H�W�K�L�F�V���D�Q�G���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��
�R�X�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���I�H�O�O�R�Z���V�W�D�‡���D�U�H���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O����

�7�U�D�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���P�H�D�O�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��

�$�O�O���H�Q�T�X�L�U�L�H�V���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H��
�(�P�D�L�O���R�ˆ�F�H�#�P�F�F�R�Q�D�F�K�L�H�V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���F�R���Q�]

�R�U���S�K�R�Q�H���-�D�P�L�H���R�Q��������������������������

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
Member ShearNZ

�%�\���'�R�X�J���/�D�L�Q�J
�)�R�U�P�H�U���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���2�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W���'�D�Y�H���:�R�O�O�D�Q�G�����D���0�D�V�W�H�U��
Shearer, innovator and entrepreneur, died at Pahiatua on 
Tuesday 30 June 2026, aged 83.

�'�D�Y�H�� �Z�D�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �W�U�\�� �K�L�V�� �K�D�Q�G�� �D�W��
�F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���W�K�H���P�D�Q���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���7�9���6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J��
Series. He was winner of the YFC Open Blue Ribbon at 
the Golden Shears in 1973, and sixth in the Golden Shears 
�2�S�H�Q�� �¿�Q�D�O�� �Z�R�Q�� �E�\�� �(�G�G�L�H�� �5�H�L�G�\�� �W�K�D�W�� �\�H�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �¿�Q�D�O��
won by Norm Blackwell 12 months later. He was one of 
the 28  foundation recipients of the Master Shearer Award 
announced at Golden Shears in 1975, and was manager of 
the New Zealand Trans-Tasman series team in the 1976-
1977 season.

Dave  had already embarked on an innovative 
administrative pathway, which saw him initiating one of 
the greatest coups of the era for the image of competition 
shearing as a sport and its participants as athletes – the 
Sunbeam World Masters television series in 1985.

He cut his entrepreneurial teeth helping establish the 
Pahiatua Shears in 1971, and saw it quickly become a major 
event, the prelude to the Golden Shears a few days later in 
�0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q�����D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���*�R�O�G�H�Q���&�L�U�F�O�H���K�H��
also helped establish.

The Golden Circle drew together the best shearers across 
the North Island and the grades in a series of about six weeks 

�E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V�����D�Q�G���R�Q���¿�Q�D�O�V���G�D�\�����Z�L�W�K���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V��
also arriving from the South. In the one day as many as 200 
shearers would pass through the Balfour Stud woolshed 
beside State Highway 2, just south of Pahiatua.

On the back of having played representative rugby in 
the Bush forward pack before the union’s 1970 merger 
with Wairarapa, he turned to commentating the games, 
and commentating shearing competitions, graduating to 
the microphone at the Golden Shears, broadcasting to the 
�V�W�D�G�L�X�P���I�U�R�P���D�W�R�S���W�K�H���V�F�D
u�R�O�G�L�Q�J���D�W���L�W�V���V�L�G�H���G�R�R�U�V��

The crowning success was his involvement with the made-
�I�R�U���7�9���6�X�Q�E�H�D�P���:�R�U�O�G���0�D�V�W�H�U�V�����Z�L�W�K���D�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���¿�H�O�G���R�I���W�K�H��
best, commentated by Dave Wolland and rural broadcasting 
legend Frank Torley, the producer of �&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �&�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U 
and �$�� �'�R�J�¶�V�� �6�K�R�Z���� �,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �¿�O�P�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �V�W�X�G�L�R�� �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H��
�L�Q���$�X�F�N�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O�����6�D�P���7�H���:�K�D�W�D���S�L�S�S�H�G������������
world champion and 1977-1978-1980  Golden Shears Open 
�F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q���5�R�J�H�U���&�R�[���I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�U�L�]�H���R�I��������������

Dave was born at Pahiatua, the son of dairy farmers 
David and Florence Wolland and brother of Bernard, Cedric 
and John (the Great Raihania Shears treasurer) and of 
sister Julianne. He went to Konini School and St Joseph’s 
College, Masterton, from where he returned to play rugby 
for Konini, and become a shearer in the early 1960s, and 
then a contractor.

Dave's second wife Vicki, said he told her his parents 
wanted him to become a bank manager, but he “just really 
wanted to play sport,” and as well as rugby, he played 
cricket, tennis and later stretched out with the woods and 
irons at the Pahiatua Golf Club.

He also became a shearing gear supplier, with a shop in 
Pahiatua, and having started his shearing OE until close to 
50, worked in the United States, Wales and Australia. On his 
return to New Zealand, he entered the real estate business, 
working in Masterton, Palmerston North and Dannevirke, 

Above:���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���W�H�D�P���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H�������������������W�U�D�Q�V��
�7�D�V�P�D�Q���V�H�U�L�H�V�����'�D�Y�H���:�R�O�O�D�Q�G�����O�H�I�W�����U�H�V�S�O�H�Q�G�D�Q�W���L�Q���E�U�L�J�K�W��
�U�H�G���M�D�F�N�H�W�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���L�P�D�J�L�Q�H�������K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���6�X�Q�E�H�D�P���*�R�O�G�H�Q��
�6�K�H�D�U�V���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�K�L�H�O�G���Z�L�W�K���,�D�Q���6�W�H�H�O���R�I���:�U�L�J�K�W�V�R�Q�
�V��
�D�Q�G���-�H�Q�Q�\���7�K�R�U�H�Q�D�D�U�����0�L�V�V���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V�����������������%�H�U�Q�L�H��
�:�D�O�N�H�U���S�K�R�W�R���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q����
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where he met Vicki Spicer. Following this, he bought the 
Dudley Arms Hotel in Mangatainoka in 2006, a few hundred 
metres from the historic Tui Brewery.

They staged speed shear events in the garden bar and were 
hosts when a Super 14 pre-season rugby match was played 
in January 2010 between the Hurricanes and the Blues in 
front of 8000 spectators, just down the road at the farm 
paddock that had been the home of the Mangatainoka RFC.   
At the time Dave was coach of the Pahiatua-based Bush 
club Senior B team playing in the Manawatu competitions.

It gifted possibly the best night in the tenure at the Arms.  
However, he was the pub’s last publican, deciding not to 
renew the two-storey 1919 building’s licence in 2014, 
and sold to new owners who renovated the building as a 
homestead. He also trained horses at Woodville Racecourse, 
including at least one winner.

�)�R�U�P�H�U���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���R�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W��
and Golden Shears World Council chairman Greg Herrick’s 
competition days overlapped those of Dave Wolland, but 
Greg recalls noticing him at North Island shearing meetings 
at the forefront of the “belly rule” dispute  in the early-mid 
1980s, where the New Zealand Wool Board tried to get 
shearers to change the pattern they’d grown up with for 
�H�D�V�H���R�I���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�Q�J���I�U�L�E���Z�R�R�O���I�U�R�P���À�H�H�F�H���Z�R�R�O��

Dave's proud, continued use of his red New Zealand 
team blazer – in colours suiting series-sponsor Sunbeam, 
�E�X�W���D�O�V�R���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���I�U�R�P���V�W�R�F�N���O�H�I�W���R�Y�H�U���I�U�R�P���R�X�W�¿�W�W�L�Q�J��������������
�&�R�P�P�R�Q�Z�H�D�O�W�K�� �*�D�P�H�V�� �R
v�F�L�D�O�V�� �±�� �D�O�V�R�� �V�W�R�R�G�� �K�L�P�� �R�X�W�� �W�R��

Above:���'�D�Y�H���:�R�O�O�D�Q�G���S�O�D�\�H�G���H�L�J�K�W���J�D�P�H�V���I�R�U���%�X�V�K���8�Q�L�R�Q��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G���������������E�H�L�Q�J���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H�������������5�X�J�E�\��
�$�O�P�D�Q�D�F�N�����F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�������������V�H�D�V�R�Q�����D�V�����D���S�U�R�S���Z�L�W�K���D���O�R�W���R�I��
�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�������5�R�Q���+�R�U�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���0�D�F���3�R�W�D�H���Z�H�U�H���R�W�K�H�U���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W��
shearers to represent Bush Union during that period. 

the extent it sparked the Golden Shears into stepping-up its 
�V�W�D�J�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�X�W�¿�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�U�V���R�Q���V�W�D�J�H��

�³�,�W���Z�D�V���U�H�G�����D�Q�G���,���W�K�L�Q�N���Z�H���X�V�H�G���'�D�Y�H�¶�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���R�U��
two, and borrowed a couple of others,” Herrick said. “The 
thing about Dave was, he wasn’t afraid to give anything a 
go. Another thing, he was as clean a shearer as any around, 
barely leaving any second cuts – even when doing shearing 
blindfolded demonstrations."

In 2009, with Vicki, Dave made a trip back to Wales, 
where he picked-up the shearing gear he’d left behind years 
earlier. In 2010 he was sixth in the Golden Shears 50 years 
celebration over 65s veterans event, and he last shore a sheep 
about six years ago, in the paddock at home, although Vicki 
says it appeared half-shorn. 

�'�D�Y�H���L�V���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�G���E�\���K�L�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�L�V�W�H�U�����¿�U�V�W���Z�L�I�H���-�R�D�Q����
sons Nigel and Stephen, daughters Michelle and Simmone, 
second wife Vicki and daughter Toni, and six grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. The celebration of his life was 
held at the Pahiatua Town Hall on 6 July 2026.

Vacancies available for clean reliable shearers and 
shedhands from January through to end of March.
We have a great working environment with meals, 
accommodation and transport provided.

�'�D�Y�H�� �:�R�O�O�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �0�L�V�V�� �*�R�O�G�H�Q�� �6�K�H�D�U�V�� ������������ �-�H�Q�Q�\��
�7�K�R�U�H�Q�D�D�U���� �I�R�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�E�X�O�R�X�V�� �¿�E�U�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�L�W�\��
�F�D�P�H�U�D�V�����7�K�H���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���W�H�D�P�V���X�Q�G�H�U���'�D�Y�H���:�R�O�O�D�Q�G�
�V��
�P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�R�Q�� �E�R�W�K�� �D�Z�D�\�� ���D�W�� �(�X�U�R�D���� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ������������
�D�Q�G���K�R�P�H�����0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q�����0�D�U�F�K���������������E�\���������������S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�Q�G��
�����������������S�R�L�Q�W�V���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
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 Basking in Basque Country sunshine
�3�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G���S�K�R�W�R�V���I�U�R�P���-�D�F�N���)�D�J�D�Q�
�V���Z�H�O�O���W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�H�G���G�L�D�U�\��
Golden Ticket to the World
With a clean handpiece and a packed suitcase, I was ready 
to board the plane to Barcelona. Just three days and only 
a few hours of sleep since the New Zealand Shearing 
�&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�� �L�Q�� �7�H�� �.�X�L�W�L���� �D�� �������K�R�X�U�� �À�L�J�K�W�� �I�H�O�W�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�H��
�S�H�U�I�H�F�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���V�Z�L�W�F�K���R
u���D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U��

I’m fairly certain I gained a few new wrinkles from 
smiling so much after the Te Kuiti prizegiving. Winning in 
my hometown, on the 40th anniversary of the New Zealand 
Shearing Championships, was a dream come true. To say I 
was elated would be an understatement.

I’d been invited to Spain and the Basque Country by Josep 
�I�U�R�P���%�R�O�H�W�L�Q���(�V�T�X�L�O�D�G�R�U�H�V���W�R���V�K�H�D�U���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W��
teams. A two week, high-energy trip of shearing, exploring, 
eating, and hunting. An incredible opportunity.

�-�R�V�H�S���D�Q�G���,���V�H�W���R
u���I�U�R�P���%�D�U�F�H�O�R�Q�D���R�Q���D�Q�����������N�L�O�R�P�H�W�U�H��
drive, cruising at an average speed of 160 km/h.  One 
memorable stop was in a small town near Pozoblanco, where 
a man burst out of a restaurant, waving his arms and shouting 
�H�[�F�L�W�H�G�O�\���L�Q���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K�����+�H���U�D�Q���V�W�U�D�L�J�K�W���W�R���R�X�U���F�D�U���D�Q�G���À�X�Q�J���P�\��
door open. I’d never seen someone move with such animated 
energy, it was like something out of a cartoon. As it turned 
out, he was a local shearer, full of passion and enthusiasm 
for the craft.

�2�X�U�� �G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �&�D�E�H�]�D�� �G�H�O�� �%�X�H�\���� �X�Q�R
v�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H��

merino capital of the world. This region is where merino 
sheep originated before being sent to Australia in 1797. Wool 
prices here range from €0.20 to €0.60 per kilogram, often 
heavily contaminated with straw and hay. In some cases, 
farmers still burn their wool or discard it in the paddocks.

�6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �G�D�\�V�� �K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G�� �Y�H�U�\�� �G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\�� �I�U�R�P��
�K�R�P�H�����7�K�H���G�D�\���E�H�J�L�Q�V���D�W�����������D�P���Z�L�W�K���F�R
u�H�H���D�Q�G���D���V�P�R�N�H��
at the café. From there, it’s travel, set-up, and shearing until 
�����D�P�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���D���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���V�P�R�N�R�����D�J�D�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���F�R
u�H�H���D�Q�G��
cigarettes. Lunch is served around 3pm, another large meal, 
�E�H�I�R�U�H���¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������D�Q�G�����S�P�����'�L�Q�Q�H�U���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q��
at 10pm, rounding out the day with, unsurprisingly, more 
�F�R
u�H�H���D�Q�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�P�R�N�H�����7�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���L�V���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J����
At times, it feels like you’d need to take up smoking just to 
�¿�W���L�Q�����,�¶�P���F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���Q�H�Z�E�R�U�Q�V���K�H�U�H���D�U�H���F�K�U�L�V�W�H�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
a shot of espresso.

Above:�� �-�D�F�N�� �)�D�J�D�Q�� �V�K�H�D�U�V�� �I�R�U�� �D�Q�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�� �D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q��
�%�D�V�T�X�H���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\��
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That said, the hospitality is exceptional. There’s a genuine 
curiosity about the Kiwi approach to shearing, and a strong 
willingness to exchange stories and knowledge.

�)�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�U�H���� �,�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�H�G�� �W�R�� �0�D�G�U�L�G�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �À�\�L�Q�J�� �Q�R�U�W�K�� �W�R��
Bilbao in the Basque Country. I was met at the airport by 
Joseba, a bearded man with the strength of a bear. We quickly 
bonded over shared interests in work, travel, and hunting. 
Between us, we managed conversations in English and 
French, though Joseba speaks six languages.

The Basque Country spans northern Spain into the Pyrenees 
and southern France, with its own distinct culture and 
language. Basque is the oldest living isolate language in the 
world, meaning it has no relation to any other language. With 
around 800,000 speakers, it dates back as far as 3000–4000 
BC. The Basque people have a long history of exploration, 
�V�K�H�S�K�H�U�G�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���F�R�G���¿�V�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F��

We ran a two-day shearing course near the Pyrenees. The 
shearers were open-minded, eager to learn, and incredibly 
welcoming. People often ask why I share my knowledge so 
�I�U�H�H�O�\�����7�K�H���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���L�V���V�L�P�S�O�H�����D���F�D�Q�G�O�H���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���O�R�V�H���L�W�V���À�D�P�H��
by lighting others. After work, we explored the mountains 
in search of roebuck. Although we didn’t have any success 
hunting, walking through the Pyrenees was an experience 
unlike anything I’ve seen before.

One of the most striking aspects of life in Spain and the 
Basque Country is the emphasis on social connection. Good 
food, shared meals, and a touch of alcohol create a warm, 
inviting atmosphere. Drinking is almost always accompanied 
by eating, a habit New Zealand could adopt to help curb our 
binge drinking culture.

What I admire most about the shearing industry is the 
work ethic and passion people bring to it. If you want to 
earn more, you increase your productivity—it’s that simple. 
There’s something to be said for a system where reward 
�U�H�À�H�F�W�V���R�X�W�S�X�W�����,�P�D�J�L�Q�H���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���R�I���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���E�X�L�O�G��
with that mindset.

Travelling through Europe has reinforced the importance of 
cultural respect and the willingness of others to learn another 
�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����$�V���.�L�Z�L�V�����Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���D�O�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���I�U�R�P���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�E�D�V�L�F�V���R�I���7�H���5�H�R���0�—�R�U�L���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�U���S�U�R�Q�X�Q�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�V��
a sign of respect for the country we call home. 

Above:�� �I�U�R�P�� �O�H�I�W���� �-�R�V�H�E�D�� �8�J�D�O�G�H���� �0�D�U�L�H�� �<�D�V�P�L�Q�D���� �7�D�R�\�D��
�5�R�V�V�H�O���� �0�L�N�H�O�� �$�Q�L�E�D�U�U�R���� �0�L�N�H�O�� �(�W�[�H�E�D�U�U�L�D���� �-�D�F�N�� �)�D�J�D�Q����
�-�R�V�H�E�D���$�W�W�D�U�G���D�Q�G���,�S�D�U���$�U�U�L�Q�G�D��

�%�H�L�Q�J���R�S�H�Q���P�L�Q�G�H�G���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���R�S�H�Q�V���G�R�R�U�V���W�R���¿�O�P����
music, food, and, most importantly, people. Language is one 
�R�I���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���J�L�I�W�V���\�R�X���F�D�Q���R
u�H�U�����W�K�H���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���D�Q�G��
share experiences is something truly valuable.

During this trip, I’ve visited royal palaces and seen how 
past generations lived. Yet, in many ways, the modern shearer 
enjoys a more comfortable lifestyle than kings did two centuries 
ago.  Air travel, quality food, hot showers, and the opportunity 
to work in some of the most remote and remarkable places in 
the world, all while earning a good living.

I feel incredibly fortunate to experience this chapter 
alongside such remarkable people.

�3�H�R�S�O�H�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �D�V�N���� �³�:�K�D�W�¶�V�� �Q�H�[�W�"�´���$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\����
all roads lead to Rome. But for a shearer, all roads lead to 
�0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q�����L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K��

See you there next year.

MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY

Requires quality shearers and woolhandlers 
for permanent or seasonal work. 

�*�R�R�G���U�D�W�H�V���R
u�H�U�H�G�����P�X�V�W���E�H���G�U�X�J���I�U�H�H��

Phone Tony 027 693 3010
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If you want to settle down with good conditions 
and steady work, shearing or woolhandling, you 
�F�R�X�O�G���¿�Q�G���D���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���3�D�H�Z�D�L���0�X�O�O�L�Q�V���W�H�D�P������
We work for some great people and we have some 
great people working for us. There is always 
room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Aria: 022 374 4062 
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.

Email: �R
v�F�H�#�S�D�H�Z�D�L�P�X�O�O�L�Q�V���F�R���Q�]

Website: www.paewaimullins.co.nz

 Tom Brough's 1968 Grand Tour
�%�\���'�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V
For several years in the 1960s the winner of the Golden 
Shears open championship at Masterton also received a 
two-month trip to the United Kingdom to undertake shearing 
demonstrations and training sessions for British shearers. 
These had been arranged largely by Godfrey Bowen, chief 
shearing instructor with the New Zealand Wool Board, who 
had himself undertaken a couple of ‘demonstration tours’ in 
the late 1950s and earlier in the 1960s.

�6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���6�\�P�R�Q���R�I���*�L�V�E�R�U�Q�H���Z�D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V��
open winner to be so lucky in 1964, his journey coinciding 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���%�U�L�W�L�V�K���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���D�W���W�K�H���%�D�W�K��
& West of England Show at Shepton Mallet, in Somerset. 
Bing Macdonald went in 1966; Brian Quinn had gone the 
year before and would do so again in 1967, accompanied by 
Golden Shears senior champion, Peter Lintott.

Quinn won for the third time in 1968 and should have 
been packing his bags for another couple of months on the 
other side of the world. But he decided that he would have 
to decline the honour because of family reasons and that left 
�*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�D�V�N���R�I���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����7�R�P��
Brough of Aria was the obvious choice because he had placed 
�V�H�F�R�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���R�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O��

On the Monday morning after the Shears Tom received a 
phone call from Golden Shears President Bob Chamberlain. 
Quinn had made himself unavailable and Bob asked Tom if 
he would be available to go in his place. Tom’s immediate 
response was “No thanks”.

�³�,���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�H�O�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�D�W���W�U�L�S�����E�X�W���,���D�O�V�R���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R��
win it for myself,” Tom explained in his autobiography, The 
�:�D�\���L�W���:�D�V (Fraser Books, 2011). He was bearing in mind 
the fact he had already been runner-up three times – to Bing 
Macdonald in 1966 and twice to Quinn in 1967 and 1968.

�0�U���&�K�D�P�E�H�U�O�D�L�Q�����L�Q���K�L�V���L�Q�¿�Q�L�W�H���Z�L�V�G�R�P�����J�D�Y�H���7�R�P���X�Q�W�L�O��
�W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���R�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���D���¿�Q�D�O���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q��

“It was Larraine who talked me around, pointing out that 
I might never win Golden Shears myself. It was a three-

month trip around the world sponsored by Merck, Sharpe 
�D�Q�G�� �'�R�K�P�H���� �W�K�H�� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �¿�U�P�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V��
in New York, the biggest prize that could be won in New 
Zealand at that time.” 

“I rang Bob back that night and said yes, I’d go. He was 
delighted and said all the right things about me being a good 
ambassador, etc. When I got my itinerary, I realised what a 
prize it really was. The Golden Shears senior champion, Ted 
Kelly from Hawera would also be making the trip, as had the 
senior winners in previous years. 

At 27-years-of-age, Tom was already an experienced 
international traveller. In his mid-teens he had gone to 
Australia with his father for the 1956 Olympic Games 
at Melbourne. At 21, he and a mate had gone by ship to 
South Africa – his father had been there the previous year, 
following the All Blacks on their 1960 tour. But travelling as 
independents was one thing, representing your country was 
�D�Q���D�O�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H��

On that score, Tom didn’t want for some sound advice from 
one who knew what to expect, both from Tom and the two-
month mission they would be undertaking. Godfrey Bowen 
provided the following summation in a two-page letter on 
New Zealand Wool Board letterhead, dated 12 March 1968:

“I am not too clear on your full duties, but as far as I know, 
mostly it is demonstrating at Golden Shears in England and 
in America... Don’t let this concern you Tom, you have the 
ability and will do it easily. Rather relax and enjoy your trip, 
and in turn you will give a better performance when called 
upon to do so.

“Get your camera going well and keep a good diary; 
�V�H�H�N���R�X�W���S�O�D�F�H�V���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�����¿�Q�G���D�Q�G���N�H�H�S���J�R�R�G���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V���D�Q�G��
positively apply yourself to get all you can out of this trip.
For demonstrations the following guides:-
• �0�R�V�W�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �Z�R�U�N���� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �D�� �W�R�S�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G��

job regardless of what sheep you are given. Time is 
secondary. Two minutes is fast to most people and never 
be trapped into a speed shear, with the chance of cutting 
sheep and roughing work.

• Remember you are demonstrating an art, and make it 
look like one. Control of sheep turned so public can see, 
�U�K�\�W�K�P���D�Q�G���À�R�Z���D�U�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W��

Above:�� �7�H�G�� �.�H�O�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �7�R�P�� �%�U�R�X�J�K�� �L�Q�� �0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q���� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J��
�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���X�S���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���E�O�D�]�H�U�V��
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Tararua Shearing LtdTararua Shearing Ltd
Shearers and shedhands wanted. 

Must have good work ethics 
and be reliable.

Accommodation, meals and 
transport provided.

Work from mid-November to 
end of March.

Phone Rangi Manihera
Home 06 376 8096
Cell 027 386 8789

tararuashearing@xtra.co.nz
Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

• Always have good gear. Clean moccasins, trousers, 
towel, singlet etc.

• When called on to speak be prepared, a few well-chosen 
words are so much better than “I don’t know.”

• �:�R�U�N���\�R�X�U���V�K�H�H�S�����'�R���D���J�R�R�G���V�K�H�H�S���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���D�Q�G���¿�Q�L�V�K��
�D�Q�G�� �L�I�� �R�Q�H�� �L�V�� �G�L
v�F�X�O�W���� �E�U�L�Q�J�� �L�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�G�G�O�H�����7�U�\�� �D�Q�G��
machine dag before you demonstrate. This is when you 
pick your sheep.

• Be an ambassador of New Zealand and our sheep and 
wool industry. Acknowledge your sponsors, Golden 
Shears, and a mention of the instruction scheme all 
helps the cause.

• �1�H�Y�H�U���E�H���O�D�W�H���I�R�U���D�Q���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���¿�Q�G���R�X�W���E�H�I�R�U�H�K�D�Q�G��
who you are going to meet and their background.

• Be versatile to adapt to changing conditions and be 
�F�D�U�H�I�X�O���Q�R�W���W�R���U�L�G�L�F�X�O�H���L�I���\�R�X���¿�Q�G���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���P�X�F�K���E�H�O�R�Z��
your known standards.

Godfrey concluded his letter with an invitation for Tom to 
get in touch if he needed any further assistance and noted the 
trip was a privilege Tom well deserved.

The two months between receipt of Godfrey’s letter and 
Tom’s departure for Britain passed very quickly. The Aria 
community, orchestrated by the Rangimarie Maori Women’s 
Welfare League and the Aria and Kaeaea-Rira branches of 
the Women’s Division of Federated Farmers organised a 
Farewell Dance at the Aria Town Hall.

“A very good crowd was present and spent an enjoyable 
evening dancing to music by Messrs Ken Crombie, Ivan Perry 
and Johnny Taitoko. Mr Dick Cheesman wished Tom a good 
trip and stressed how proud everyone in Aria felt that a local 
shearer had won this distinction,” the �.�L�Q�J���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���&�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�����>�$�Q�G���7�H�G���.�H�O�O�\���Z�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���D���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���V�H�Q�G���R
u���E�\���W�K�H��
�(�O�W�K�D�P���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���@

Then, a visit to Masterton for “a hectic round of measuring 
�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���E�U�L�H�¿�Q�J�V�´���W�R���J�H�W���W�K�H���W�Z�R���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V���N�L�W�W�H�G���R�X�W���Z�L�W�K��

New Zealand uniforms followed, after which they were all 
set to go. Golden Shears President Bob Chamberlain and 
New Zealand’s managing director for Merck, Sharpe and 
Dohme (MSD), Mr BJ Crowley were at Wellington Airport 
�R�Q���G�H�S�D�U�W�X�U�H���G�D�W�H�������0�D�U�F�K�������������I�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���E�H�V�W���Z�L�V�K�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
three months ahead.

Golden Shears and MSD, meanwhile, had released details 
of the itinerary Brough and Kelly would be following, 
together with brief biographies: Tom Brough (age 27), 
married with two children, had been shearing for about 
eight years and his average daily tally in the sheds was 350. 
He had been competing at Golden Shears since 1961, had 
�U�H�D�F�K�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�P�L�¿�Q�D�O�V�� �¿�Y�H�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�H�Q�� �U�X�Q�Q�H�U���X�S�� �I�R�U��
three successive years. He listed deerstalking and pig hunting 
among his hobbies.

Ted Kelly was described as a self-employed shearer from 
Eltham, Taranaki and had been plying his trade for 12 years, 
including undertaking instruction for his own team of young 
shearers. Ted had competed at Golden Shears senior level 
���P�D�[�����������V�K�H�H�S���D���G�D�\�����I�R�U���V�L�[���\�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���E�H�H�Q���D���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W���¿�Y�H��
�W�L�P�H�V���� �7�K�L�U�W�\���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���D�J�H���� �K�H�� �Z�D�V�� �P�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �¿�Y�H��
children. His outside interests included rugby football, at 
which he had represented his district “in competitive play”.

Between 23 May and 28 June the two champions would be 
demonstrating the art of shearing (as Godfrey described it) 
�D�W���������G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���Y�H�Q�X�H�V�����H�D�F�K���R�I���R�Q�H���G�D�\���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����H�[�F�H�S�W���I�R�U��
the Bath & West Show, Shepton Mallet, where they would 
spend four days, and the Royal Highland Show at Edinburgh 
for two days.
23 May: Central Wool Growers’ Centenary Field Day at 
Stamford, Lincolnshire
24 May: Andoversford Market, Gloucestershire
27 May: Wadebridge Market, Cornwall
28 May: Bideford Market, Devon
29 May-1 June: Bath & West Show
4 June: Abergavenny Market, Monmouthshire
5 June: Carmarthen Market, Carmarthenshire
6 June: Knighton Market, Radnorshire
7 June: Dolgellau Market, Merionethshire
10 June: Abergele Market, Denbighshire
11 June: Shrewsbury market, Shropshire
12 June: Three Counties Show, Malvern, Worcestershire
13 June: Brackenhurst Agricultural College, Southwell, 
Nottinghamshire
14 June: Leyburn Market, North Riding, Yorkshire

Above:�� �7�H�G�� �.�H�O�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �7�R�P�� �%�U�R�X�J�K�� �D�W�� �:�H�O�O�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�� �$�L�U�S�R�U�W����
�E�H�L�Q�J���I�D�U�H�Z�H�O�O�H�G���E�\���0�U���&�U�R�Z�O�H�\���R�I���0�6�'���D�Q�G���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V��
President, Bob Chamberlain.
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15 June: Northumberland County Show, Alnwick
18 June: Penrith Market, Cumberland
19-20 June: Royal Highland Show, Edinburgh
21 June: Perth Market
24 June: Dalmally Market, Argyllshire
25 June: Inverness Market
26 June: Dingwall Market, Ross & Cromarty
28 June: Thurso Market, Caithness

One unnamed British newspaper reported on the two 
shearers visit to the Perth market, towards the end of the 
tour: “An after-sale highlight at MacDonald, Fraser and Co.’s 
Mart, Caledonian Road, Perth, yesterday, was the visit by two 
world sheep shearing champions, who gave a demonstration 
of their craft.

“The demonstration was by courtesy of Merck Sharp and 
�'�R�K�P�H���/�W�G�������D���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�P���U�H�P�H�G�\���¿�U�P�����I�U�R�P���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G����
who have 22 subsidiary companies throughout the world. 
… Tom Brough tried two time tests and took 62 seconds at 

�W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���D���W�L�P�H���R�I���������V�H�F�R�Q�G�V�����+�H���W�K�H�Q��
sheared a sheep while Ted Kelly described the method used.

“Mr EG Baldwin, sales manager of MSD, commented that 
they were visiting a number of selected farms and markets 
throughout Britain for the demonstrations. They'd had 
excellent cooperation wherever they had gone and when at 
�P�D�U�N�H�W�V���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���K�D�G���À�R�F�N�H�G���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H�P�������3�X�Q���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G�"����
�0�U���%�D�O�G�Z�L�Q���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���R�X�W���W�R���V�K�R�Z���R
u��
�K�R�Z���I�D�V�W���W�K�H�\���F�R�X�O�G���G�R���W�K�H���M�R�E�����E�X�W���W�R���V�K�R�Z���K�R�Z���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W��
they were at the craft.

�³�$���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���I�D�U�P�H�U�V���W�R�R�N���X�S���W�K�H���R
u�H�U���R�I���W�D�F�N�O�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���M�R�E���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�R���G�R���V�R���Z�D�V���0�U���%�L�O�O���/�L�Q�G�V�D�\����
Haugh Farm, Aberuthven." (Photo opposite.)

Earlier that same week Tom and Ted had been at the Penrith 
�0�D�U�N�H�W���L�Q���&�X�P�E�H�U�O�D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���V�K�R�U�H���³�I�R�U�W�\���W�R���¿�I�W�\���V�K�H�H�S����
and then asked for volunteers to try their hand with a few tips 
from the experts. 

As may be expected, the four days spent at the Bath and 
West Show was a highlight of the trip. The show was the 
fourth to be held on the permanent site being developed on 
meadow land near Shepton Mallet, in Somerset. The Show 
Society had spent between £10,000 and £15,000 developing 
the 130-acre show ground. New Buildings included a cheese 
pavilion and an art pavilion, and more money had been spent 
on a hard water-proof road through the exhibits.

“On the opening day, May 29, the ground was in excellent 
condition after two rainless summer says with the thermometer 
around 70 degrees. A combination of dry weather and bad 
�O�X�F�N�� �O�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�� �¿�U�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �%�U�L�W�L�V�K�� �:�R�R�O�� �0�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J�� �%�R�D�U�G�¶�V��
“Wool of Britain” exhibit, where more than £10,000-worth 
of damage was done to the wood and canvas pavilion and to 
some of the collection of valuable all-wool fashion dresses. 
(From Borthwicks Bulletin, June 1968.)

Speaking to New Zealand media on his return from 
Britain in early August, Tom Brough admitted he and Ted 
had found the British shearing methods “rather backward” 
by comparison with New Zealand standards. “In Britain the 
shearer is obliged to muster the sheep himself and act as shed 
hand.There are no shearing sheds, and shearing is done in the 
�R�S�H�Q�����6�K�H�D�U�H�U�V���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���J�H�W���³�U�D�L�Q�H�G���R
u�´��

Above: Tom Brough at the Perth demonstration, guiding 
�O�R�F�D�O���I�D�U�P�H�U�����0�U���%�L�O�O���/�L�Q�G�V�D�\���R�I���+�D�X�J�K���)�D�U�P�����$�E�H�U�X�W�K�Y�H�Q����
�L�Q���W�K�H���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���P�H�W�K�R�G���R�I���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J��

Above:�� �7�R�P�� �%�U�R�X�J�K�� �V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �D�W���W�K�H���%�D�W�K���D�Q�G���:�H�V�W���6�K�R�Z����
Shepton Mallet. (Borthwicks Bulletin photo.)

Pleasant Point, South Canterbury
Quality Shearers, Woolhandlers & pressers wanted 

between the months of January - March & June - October. 

Competitive wage rates  
Call Anthony Frew  0276 148 089

eweneedus@outlook.com
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“How long does it take to shear 
�D�� �V�K�H�H�S�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �K�D�V�� �D�� �������L�Q�F�K�� �À�H�H�F�H����
�K�R�U�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �O�R�Q�J�� �W�D�L�O�"�� �7�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �1�H�Z��
Zealanders staggered onlookers at the 
Royal Highland Show by shearing the 
sheep – Scottish blackfaces – at the 
rate of about a minute each. They were 
told they would not be able to shear the 
sheep at all.  

“… Shearers in Britain take far longer 
and perform their task in a manner which 
would not meet with approval in any 
New Zealand shearing shed. The sheep 
often has its legs tied before the operation 
and is sometimes placed in a cradle or on 
a table. Shearers use both hands – doing 
one side of the sheep with the right hand 
and changing hands to complete the 
operation with the left hand.

TV show was to be a live telecast with 
an audience of 8-10 million. … Eric 
�>�%�D�O�G�Z�L�Q�@���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�G���I�R�U���H�L�J�K�W���V�K�H�H�S���W�R��
be taken up eight storeys to the studios 
in London. There was a huge audience 
�M�X�V�W���Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���X�V���J�H�W���W�K�H�P���R
u���W�K�H���W�U�D�L�O�H�U����
�R
u���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�H�W���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�R�\�H�U���� �,�� �K�D�G��
arrived in my blazer but had to put my 
shearing clothes on for herding the 
sheep, as no one else knew what to do.

“It took about two hours to suss out 
�Z�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �Z�D�Q�W�H�G���� �,�W�� �D�O�O�� �K�D�G�� �W�R�� �¿�W�� �L�Q��
�Z�L�W�K�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �¿�Y�H�� �R�U�� �V�L�[�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �R�Q��
the variety show. They asked if I could 
possibly shear a sheep in 2½ minutes. 
When I said I could do it in one minute 
they were very sceptical. So we set up 
the machine and I shore the worst one in 
60 seconds to show them. The producers 
seemed pretty happy.”

And for the televised demonstration 
Tom shore the sheep in 44 seconds and 
they all lived happily ever after, you 
might say. Especially when, as they 
were trying to drive the shorn sheep out 
of the studio, the TV presenter handed 
Tom £50 – he hadn’t realised he was 
getting paid for it. “The whole thing was 
quite an experience, as we only owned 
a small black and white TV set at home 
at that time.”

And Tom concluded his memory of 
the grand tour in �7�K�H�� �:�D�\�� �L�W�� �:�D�V: “I 
could hardly believe I was so stupid to 
have turned that trip down originally 
and I was really grateful to Golden 
Shears and Bob Chamberlain. I still 
think of all the people who worked to 
get the Golden Shears up and running 
with no thought of gain for themselves.”

* * * * * *

Above:���7�R�P���%�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q�G���7�H�G���.�H�O�O�\���L�Q���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���P�R�G�H��

“So impressive was the New 
Zealanders’ pace that one farmer in 
Wales swore black and blue that the 
Kiwis had “faked it” and actually had 
�G�R�Q�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���À�H�H�F�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H��
operation.”

“Although they made up to 25 cents a 
sheep during a contract shearing stint in 
Kent both New Zealand shearers [said 
�W�K�H�\�@�� �S�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �Z�R�U�N�� �L�Q��
their own country.”

Before departing for home, MSD put 
on a big function for the New Zealanders 
in London, where a television company 
had requested an interview and shearing 
demonstration. Tom recalled that 
occasion in �7�K�H�� �:�D�\�� �L�W�� �:�D�V: “There 
had been a few stories in the local 
papers around the country … and the 

Above: �*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���R�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���������������Z�K�H�Q���7�R�P���%�U�R�X�J�K�����V�H�F�R�Q�G���O�H�I�W�����Z�D�V���U�X�Q�Q�H�U���X�S���I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���R�I���I�R�X�U���W�L�P�H�V���E�H�I�R�U�H��
�Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�L�W�O�H���W�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���O�D�W�H�U�����)�U�R�P���O�H�I�W�����%�L�Q�J���0�D�F�G�R�Q�D�O�G�����7�R�P�����%�U�L�D�Q���4�X�L�Q�Q�����*�H�R�U�J�H���3�R�W�D�H�����&�R�O�L�Q���%�R�V�K�H�U�����-�R�H���7�H���.�D�S�D����
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 "We shall have to ask the women..."
�%�\���'�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V
If today’s wondrous deeds in the shearing sheds of the world 
make ‘headlines’ on television, social media or newspapers, 
chances are those deeds have been performed by women. 
�/�H�W�¶�V�� �V�D�\�� �W�K�H�U�H�¶�V�� �D�� �E�H�W�W�H�U�� �W�K�D�Q�� �¿�I�W�\���¿�I�W�\�� �F�K�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�\�Z�D�\����
Perhaps half a century ago the odds might have been more 
like 95-to-one against. (Feel free to debate my made-up-on-
the-spot statistics.)

New Zealand’s Prime Minister, Rt Hon Bill Massey (1856-
1925) was in London during the Great War and made the 
following comments in a ‘lecture’ (reported in the Mataura 
Ensign on 2 May 1917): “Practically the whole New Zealand 
sheep population was shorn by machinery, which had been 
greatly improved and was now nearly as perfect as possible.

“Women had not yet taken part in shearing, but he knew one 
lady of a well-known family who, during the last two shearing 
seasons, had looked after the sheep shearing machinery and 
�F�O�D�V�V�L�¿�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�R�O���� �7�K�L�V�� �O�D�V�W�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �D�� �F�H�U�W�D�L�Q��
amount of experience and a very great deal of skill. The lady 
did it satisfactorily and she did the work because her husband 
�Z�D�V���D�W���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W�����L���H�������D�Z�D�\���R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�U������

Mr Massey said if the war lasted much longer “we shall 
have to ask the women of the Dominion to do more than they 
have done in assisting us in regard to the wool industry. I have 
not the slightest doubt that they will be perfectly willing and 
ready to do so.”

Mr Massey may or may not have known that eighty British 
women had taken part in agricultural competitions in Devon, 
�W�K�H���\�H�D�U���E�H�I�R�U���K�L�V���Y�L�V�L�W�������(�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���S�O�R�X�J�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���¿�H�O�G��
work was done, but the women excelled in the sheep shearing 
competition, and their work compared favourably with that 
done by men in the neighbourhood." (�:�D�L�N�D�W�R���,�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�� 
5 August 1916.)

Certainly, the advent of World War II and the departure 
overseas by the thousands of New Zealanders in uniform left 
our rural workforce sorely depleted of ‘people-power’. But only 
for as long as it took our rural women to step up to the mark. 
Some of that stepping up to the mark history was captured in an 
excellent book, �7�K�H���/�D�Q�G���*�L�U�O�V���L�Q���D���0�D�Q�¶�V���:�R�U�O�G����������������������, 
by Dianne Bardsley (University of Otago Press 2000). 

And although the cover featured Grace Johnson of 
Marlborough, shearing a sheep with blades, the book covers 
a much wider range of farm-related activities as told by the 
many women interviewed for and featured in the book.

The motivation for all that mahi described in Bardsley’s 
book was nicely captured in verse by Joyce Young of South 
Taranaki and titled “The Call of the Land” – published at the 
start of Chapter One. The poem starts like this:

�&�R�P�H���O�H�Q�G���D�Q���H�D�U�����\�R�X���P�D�L�G�H�Q�V���I�D�L�U
�$�Q�G���K�H�D�U���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���F�D�O�O
�:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���R�Q�H���Z�R�P�D�Q���O�H�I�W
�7�K�L�V���O�D�Q�G���V�K�D�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���I�D�O�O���«

The Hebberd sisters of Marlborough, Margaret and Jean 
(pictured below) were two who, of necessity,  took to the 
blades during the war years. Their father had died in 1942, 
leaving the sheep unshorn on their Queen Charlotte Sound 
property. Naturally, the sisters picked up the blades and got 
to work. They later achieved some “celebrity status” through 
their exploits, including demonstrations in Australia in 1962. 
We recounted some of their story in the November 2022 
edition of Shearing magazine.
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We have vacancies for professional shearers, shedhands We have vacancies for professional shearers, shedhands 
�D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�V�H�U�V���W�R���V�W�D
u���R�X�U���$�V�K�E�X�U�W�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���U�X�Q�����D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�V�H�U�V���W�R���V�W�D
u���R�X�U���$�V�K�E�X�U�W�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���U�X�Q����
�: �H���R
u�H�U���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�R�S���S�D�\���U�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���:�H���R
u�H�U���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�R�S���S�D�\���U�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G��
steady, year-round work with busy main-shear and steady, year-round work with busy main-shear and 
pre-lamb runs.pre-lamb runs.

�3�K�R�Q�H�����2
v�F�H�����������������������������3�K�R�Q�H�����2
v�F�H����������������������������
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 Grant Smith 0272 413  010 

We now move beyond those demanding war years with our 
dissertation and pick up some more recent stories capturing 
the incremental growth of women's involvement in our 
shearing industry. The �(�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �3�R�V�W in Wellington on 25 
July 1955 carried a story about “Another Male Stronghold” 
being attacked by four girl shearers who had passed a test at 
Massey Agricultural College, Palmerston North (named after 
the afore-mentioned Prime Minister): 

“Their grandmothers would probably have looked down 
their noses and raised their eyebrows at the suggestion of 
girls shearing sheep, but four New Zealand girls, students 
at Massey Agricultural College, Palmerston North, have not 
only learned how to shear sheep the Godfrey Bowen way, 
but thoroughly enjoyed doing it.

“And against husky young men, taking a similar course 
at the college, “we kept our end up,” they emphatically 
agreed. The girls are Clare Farrer, of Te Kuiti; Alison 
Ryan, of Ponatahi, near Carterton, Margot Thompson of 
South Canterbury; and June Cresswell, of Geraldine, South 
Canterbury. They are all taking a two-year course in sheep 
farming at the college and learning how to shear sheep has 
been a part of the practical side of the course.

�³�7�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���D�O�P�R�V�W���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���D�Q�G���D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D�U�H��
all swotting hard for examinations. However, according to 
Alison, as a result of trying their hand at shearing they have 
learned one important thing: “A lot depends on whether you 
hold a sheep correctly when shearing it. If you don’t, it can 
�E�H���P�R�V�W���G�L
v�F�X�O�W���´

“Slightly-built, auburn-haired, June Cresswell had another 
point of view: “The sheep are a bit strong and heavy – it was 
all very well for you others,” she grinned, glancing at their 
stronger builds. “I had tried blade shearing before, but not 
shearing by machine,” she added.

The �(�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���3�R�V�W��related how the sheep shearing instruction 
for the course had been arranged in conjunction with the 
champion, Mr Godfrey Bowen, who had demonstrated his 
technique to the group of 20 students. Although the sheep 
were “very heavy” at that time of year, Alison Farrer said 
the girls were unanimous that they had done just as well as 
the men students.

All four students came from farming families or had 
some association with farming. A successful completion 
of the course would earn them a Diploma in Agriculture in 
sheep farming. Alison Farrer said sheep farming was a good 
business proposition and would provide a satisfying life.

And Shearing magazine, employing investigative strategies 
that would make any Detective-sergeant proud (thank 
you, Greg Herrick!), managed to track down some further 
information about Alison Ryan. She returned to the family 
farm after her two years at Massey and, with a brother, worked 
for her father, Tom Ryan, a hard-working, farmer, fencer, 
concrete post-maker and skilled handyman. 

In 1959 Alison was chosen to represent the New Zealand 
Federation of Country Girls Clubs on a three-month tour 
of Western Australia, sponsored by the Bank of New South 
Wales. A story in The Press (6 February 1959) reported Alison 
had graduated with a Diploma in Agriculture from her time 
at Massey and while there had led the winning team in an 
inter-universities competition. Her time in WA was spent 
studying a wide range of farming activities.

In 1960 Alison married a neighbouring farmer, Philip 
Vallance. They produced four sons, Tom, Andrew, Jim 
�D�Q�G�� �3�H�W�H�U���� �7�K�H�\�� �U�H�W�L�U�H�G�� �R
u�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�U�P�� �L�Q�� ���������� �D�Q�G�� �P�R�Y�H�G��
into Masterton. Alison’s son, Andrew Vallance, these days 
a Masterton accountant, says the skills Alison learned at 
Massey all those years ago turned out to be more focused on 
dagging than shearing because she was so much faster at it 
than her husband! Alison died almost two years ago at age 90. 

Above:���&�D�Q�D�G�D�
�V���)�L�R�Q�D���1�H�W�W�O�H�W�R�Q���D�W���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���L�Q��������������
�Z�K�H�Q�� �V�K�H�� �Z�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�Q�L�R�U�� �F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �W�K�H��
�¿�U�V�W���Z�R�P�D�Q���W�R���Z�L�Q���D�W���0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q�����+�D�Z�N�H�V���%�D�\���I�D�U�P�H�U���-�D�Q�H��
�/�H�R�J�U�H�H�Q���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���1�H�W�W�O�H�W�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���+�R�Q�R�X�U�V���E�R�D�U�G���V�H�Y�H�Q��
�\�H�D�U�V���O�D�W�H�U�����Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���M�X�Q�L�R�U���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���L�Q������������
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Harvey Collerton of ChartersTowers, Queensland, told 
us more about Alison in his tribute, posted on Facebook: 
"�6�R�U�U�\���W�R���K�H�D�U���R�I���$�O�L�V�R�Q�
�V���S�D�V�V�L�Q�J�����+�D�Y�H���I�R�Q�G���P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V���R�I��
�K�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���I�D�U�P���G�X�U�L�Q�J���V�X�P�P�H�U���K�R�O�L�G�D�\�V�����$��
�U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H���Z�R�P�D�Q�����F�R�X�O�G���G�R���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�����Z�D�V���D���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�O�R�U�����U�D�Q��
�I�H�O�W�L�Q�J���F�R�X�U�V�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���I�D�U�P�����F�R�X�O�G���V�K�H�D�U���V�K�H�H�S�����F�R�R�N�H�G���D���J�U�H�D�W��
�I�H�H�G�����K�D�G���D���J�U�H�D�W���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���K�X�P�R�X�U�����D�Q�G���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\���F�O�H�Y�H�U���D�Q�G��
�Z�H�O�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�H�G�����$�O�Z�D�\�V���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G���P�H���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���W�H�O�O���\�R�X��
�W�K�H���/�D�W�L�Q���U�R�R�W���Z�R�U�G���R�I���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���W�K�H���H�W�\�P�R�O�R�J�\����
�$�Q�G�� �V�K�H�� �G�U�R�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\�� �$�X�V�W�L�Q�� �&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H�� �
�G�X�Q�J�D�
����
�8�Q�I�R�U�J�H�W�W�D�E�O�H�����\�R�X���O�R�V�W���D���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���P�R�W�K�H�U����

Unfortunately we have not been able to track down very 
much information about the other three featured in that 
story, though June Cresswell later enjoyed a most successful 
career in equestrian events and showjumping. Margot 
Thompson may also have excelled in those events but we 
�F�D�Q�
�W���F�R�Q�¿�U�P���I�R�U���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�����&�O�D�U�H���)�D�U�U�H�U���L�Q�K�H�U�L�W�H�G���D���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H��
estate in Yorkshire left by her father, Matthew Roland Farrer 
of Te Kuiti, who was also "Lord of the Manor" at Clapham, 
Yorkshire. Farrer had died in England in December 1952, 
aged 66. (From the �(�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���3�R�V�W, 25 September 1953.)

Thirty years after that item was published, two more 
women shearers gained some newspaper publicity for their 
�H�[�S�O�R�L�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���W�K�L�U�G���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���¿�Q�H���Z�R�R�O���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J��
championships at Alexandra. The Press, 7 October 1985 
reported that Jillian Burney, aged 25 from “Poi Poi” (true 
story) had won the senior shearing title after being the leading 
�T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�U�����6�K�H���Z�D�V���M�R�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���E�\���0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q����
of Cambridge, who gained fourth placing. Much more would 
be heard of those two women in the years that followed.

�7�K�U�H�H���\�H�D�U�V���O�D�W�H�U�����L�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������������M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W���5�H�E�H�F�F�D���0�D�F�¿�H��
wrote a lengthy item for The Press under the heading, “Women 
give shearing new image and prove themselves equals”.

And like the Bardsley book mentioned in our introduction, 
�0�D�F�¿�H���V�H�W���W�K�H���W�R�Q�H���I�R�U���K�H�U���S�L�H�F�H���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���Y�H�U�V�H����

�7�K�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���L�V���R�Y�H�U�����Z�H�¶�Y�H���D�O�O���J�R�W���R�X�U���F�K�H�T�X�H�V
�5�R�O�O���X�S���\�R�X�U���V�Z�D�J�����E�R�\�V�����Z�H�¶�U�H���R	ü���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���W�U�D�F�N
�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�X�E���Z�H���F�R�P�H���W�R���Z�H�¶�O�O���D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D���V�S�U�H�H
�/�L�Q�H���X�S���W�R���W�K�H���E�D�U�����E�R�\�V�����D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���D���G�U�L�Q�N���Z�L�W�K���P�H������
“The words reek of men’s sweat, men’s brawn, men’s 

�Z�R�U�N���´���0�D�F�¿�H���Q�R�W�H�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�R�X�J�K���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���L�Q���R�U�L�J�L�Q�����U�X�U�D�O��
New Zealand had once adopted it as part of its own folklore.

“For women who grew up in the country, often starting the 
school day with a rousing chorus of “Click go the shears,” 
nothing could have been further from reality than the prospect 
of growing up to be a shearer.

“Shearing was men’s work. If women had a place in the 
woolshed it was at the end of a broom or bearing morning 
and afternoon teas, but never at the handpiece.” 

Macfie interviewed Canterbury-based blade shearer 
Kathy Davies, King Country contractor Barbara Marsh, and 
“prominent North Island shearer" Jillian Burney, winding 
their respective views and experience into her story.

The change had come little by little, over the past ten 
�\�H�D�U�V���� �0�D�F�¿�H�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���� �:�R�P�H�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H��
shearing scene, not as cooks and rouseabouts, but as fast and 
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���S�U�R�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V�����6�K�H���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���V�R�P�H���������Z�R�P�H�Q��
were working professionally as shearers in New Zealand, 
producing tallies comparable to men, as well as producing 
outstanding results in competitions. 

Finding a place in the macho world was not always easy, 
and not always without challenge, but, said Aria’s Barbara 
Marsh, partner in a contracting business with husband, Toby 
Marsh. “you have to develop a thick skin. When the hassles 
�R�F�F�X�U���L�W���M�X�V�W���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�V���\�R�X�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���J�D�P�H�����,�I���\�R�X��
want to be a shearer you just have to grit your teeth and do it. If 
you want to be treated like an equal you have to act like one.” 

Like most shearers, Marsh said she had worked her 
internship as a rousie before moving to the top of the 
�Z�R�R�O�V�K�H�G���K�L�H�U�D�U�F�K�\���D�V���D���I�X�O�O�\���À�H�G�J�H�G���V�K�H�D�U�H�U��

Said Burney, who had sometimes encountered “assumptions 
�P�D�G�H�´�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �V�K�H�� �Z�D�O�N�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R�� �D�� �V�K�H�G���� �³�7�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
farmer does is give you a broom!”

New Zealand Wool Board shearer training manager Robin 
�.�L�G�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H���D�V���W�K�H��
keys to success. “Women are invariably better at handling 
the sheep because they use more gentleness, and that’s a 
good lesson for the men. Good technique is the secret, so 
being generally smaller is no impediment to women shearers. 
Because they don’t have the same “reservoir of brute strength 
available to a man”, it forces her to economise her actions 
and keep her gear in tip-top condition.

Skill with a handpiece can be a passport to the world, 
�5�H�E�H�F�F�D���0�D�F�¿�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����³�1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
women, travel the globe plying their trade, and according to 
�&�D�Q�W�H�U�E�X�U�\�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�� �'�R�Q�� �7�R�V�K�D�F�K���� �P�R�V�W�� �¿�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�E�L�O�H����
detached and highly lucrative lifestyle hard to escape. 

“Once you get in, it’s hard to get out. You don’t have to 
put down roots. You can spend three months in the North 
�,�V�O�D�Q�G���� �W�K�H�Q�� �K�H�D�G�� �G�R�Z�Q�� �V�R�X�W�K�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �V�H�D�V�R�Q���� �W�K�H�Q�� �R
u�� �W�R��
Australia or the United States. You can go right round the 
world shearing,” Don Toshach said.

Canadian Fiona Nettleton’s victory at Golden Shears 
�>�M�X�Q�L�R�U���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�����������@���Z�D�V���D���³�¿�U�V�W�´���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q�����U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�V��
much a “steady climb through the ranks” of a group of highly 
motivated women in the past few years. Many more were 

�3�K�R�Q�H���&�R�O�L�Q���R�Q��������������������������
�R�U������������������������

�6�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�Q�]�/�W�G�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

�/�L�N�H���W�R���F�R�P�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�Q�Q�\���+�D�Z�N�H�V���%�D�\�"��

�:�H���K�D�Y�H���M�R�E�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�U�R�P���P�L�G���0�D�\���W�R���H�Q�G���R�I��
�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �P�L�G���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�R�� �0�D�U�F�K��
�I�R�U���V�H�D�V�R�Q�D�O�����V�W�D�‡����

�,�I�� �\�R�X�¶�G�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�R�� �P�R�Y�H�� �K�H�U�H�� �W�R�� �O�L�Y�H�� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H��
�S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�J�K�W��
�S�H�R�S�O�H�����$�O�O�� �\�R�X�� �Q�H�H�G�� �L�V�� �D�� �J�R�R�G�� �Z�R�U�N�� �H�W�K�L�F�� �D�Q�G��
�\�R�X�U���J�H�D�U��

�$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H����

�6�S�R�Q�V�R�U�����1�R�U�W�K���,�V�O�D�Q�G���:�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���&�L�U�F�X�L�W
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completing New Zealand Wool Board courses to learn the 
basics. And Canada's Fiona Nettleton had indeed gone "right 
around the world shearing," gaining the skills and experience 
necessary to win the Golden Shears junior championship in 
1988. She of course had a lengthy line of achievers precede 
her to Golden Shears. Pam Herlihy in 1963 and Barbara 
Marsh in 1964 led the way, while Marina Burt (1976), Sue 
Muir (1980), Teena McColl (1985) and Scotland's Lynda 
�0�F�.�H�Q�G�U�L�F�N�����������������K�D�G���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���M�X�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O��
without winning.

To summarise all the above, we produce this 'Potted History' 
of Women's Shearing milestones (no apologies for anything 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���O�H�I�W���R�X�W����
• 1940s-50s: Hebberd sisters shearing with blades in 

Marlborough
• 1954-55: Four students doing sheep farming/shearing 

course at Massey
• 1963-64: Pam Herlihy/Warren and Barbara Marsh 

competing at Golden Shears
• 1969: Lois O’Donoghue wins junior competition at 

Motueka A&P Show
• 1971: Pam Warren shears 344 lambs at Pioi Station
• 1972: Pam Warren shears 332 ewes at Pioi Station in 

�O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���¿�Y�H���V�W�D�Q�G���Z�R�U�O�G���U�H�F�R�U�G���W�D�O�O�\���R�I������������
lambs

• 1977: Joy McCracken shears women's 9-hr world record 
137 ewes with blades 

• �������������-�R�\���0�F�&�U�D�F�N�H�Q���V�K�H�D�U�V���Z�R�P�H�Q�
�V���X�Q�R
v�F�L�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G��
record 235 ewes with blades (9 hrs)..

• 1981: Ata Monds shears 408 ewes at Waipa Station 
Benneydale

• 1982: Maureen Hyett, Margaret McAuley and Glenda 
Betts 1120 at Mataura

• 1982: Maureen Hyett 522 ewes, 569 lambs at Mossburn
• �������������-�H�Q�Q�\���0�D�Q�Q�W�D�Q���P�D�N�H�V���V�H�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���D�W���1�=���0�H�U�L�Q�R��

Shears, Alexandra
• 1985: Jillian Burney (first) and Michelle Anderson 

���I�R�X�U�W�K�����P�D�N�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O���D�W���1�=���0�H�U�L�Q�R���6�K�H�D�U�V
• 1989: Jillian Burney sets women’s world nine-hour lamb 

shearing record 541 at Waipa Valley Station.
• �������������0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���+�D�U�U�H�[���P�D�N�H�V���R�S�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O���D�W���1�=��

Merino Shears; represents New Zealand against Australia
• 1998: Michell Harrex wins South African open 

championship.
• 1999, Michelle Harrex wins Omarama Merino Shears 

open championship
And since the turn of the “new millennium” the milestones 

have just kept coming, particularly in the “world record 
tallies” department. For example
• 2007: Emily Welch shears world record 648 lambs in 

nine hours (since beaten).
• 2009: Marg and Ingrid Baynes set two-stand lamb record 

of 903 in eight hours.
For full details of all past record holders go to the World 
Records Society’s website.

Present records/record holders:
2023: Sacha Bond, 720 strongwool lambs in nine hours at 
Mossburn.
2023: Megan Whitehead, 686 strong wool lambs in eight 
hours at Gore.
2024: Catherine Mullooly, 465 ewes at Nukuhakari.

And in 2013 Te Atakura Crawford added her name to the list 
of senior champions at NZ Merino Shears.

Shearing Sports Achievements
Time now to look back at some competition records from 
the advent of detailed record-keeping by Shearing Sports 
New Zealand.
1991-92 competition season
�2�S�H�Q�����1�R���Z�R�P�H�Q���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V���P�D�G�H���¿�Q�D�O�V��
�6�H�Q�L�R�U�����7�L�Q�D���0�F�&�R�O�O�����6�W�U�D�W�I�R�U�G�������W�Z�R���¿�Q�D�O�V��
�,�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�����.�D�W�K�\���*�L�E�O�H�W�W�����:�R�R�G�Y�L�O�O�H�������W�Z�R���¿�Q�D�O�V�����0�H�J�D�Q��
Wilson (Thames), one.
�-�X�Q�L�R�U�����.�L�U�V�W�\���+�R�J�J�����7�D�S�D�Z�H�U�D�������V�L�[���¿�Q�D�O�V�����$�G�H�O�O���*�U�H�H�Q�K�D�O�J�K��
���2�S�D�U�D�X�������¿�Y�H�����6�D�P�D�Q�W�K�D���0�F�'�R�Q�D�O�G�����7�H���.�D�K�D�������W�K�U�H�H�����&�K�H�U�\�O��
Naera (Masterton), one; Krissie Smallbone (Rotorua), one.
�,�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���E�O�D�G�H�V�����6�K�H�O�O�H�\���%�R�\�G�����0�D�\�¿�H�O�G�������W�Z�R��

Above:�� �%�D�U�E�D�U�D�� �0�D�U�V�K�� �R�I�� �$�U�L�D�� �¿�U�V�W�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G�� �D�W�� �*�R�O�G�H�Q��
�6�K�H�D�U�V���L�Q�������������� �M�X�V�W���D���\�H�D�U���D�I�W�H�U���3�D�P���+�H�U�O�L�K�\�
�V���S�L�R�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J��
�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��
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1992-93 competition season
�2�S�H�Q�����1�R���Z�R�P�H�Q���¿�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V��
�6�H�Q�L�R�U�����/�L�]���5�R�E�L�Q�V�R�Q�����7�D�X�S�R�������R�Q�H���¿�Q�D�O��
�,�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�����.�D�W�K�\���*�L�E�O�H�W�W�����:�R�R�G�Y�L�O�O�H�������¿�Y�H���¿�Q�D�O�V�����.�L�U�V�W�\��
Hogg (Tapawera), four; Samantha McDonald (Te Kaha), one 
�¿�Q�D�O�����S�O�X�V���W�Z�R���D�V���D���M�X�Q�L�R�U����
�-�X�Q�L�R�U�����$�G�H�O�O�� �*�U�H�H�Q�K�D�O�J�K�� ���2�S�D�U�D�X������ �V�H�Y�H�Q�� �¿�Q�D�O�V���� �1�D�W�D�O�L�H��
Reynolds (England); six; Lisa Lawton (Gore) one; Cheryl 
Naera (Masterton) one.
�,�Q�W�H�U�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���E�O�D�G�H�V�����0�R�Q�L�F�D���3�L�Q�R���R�Q�H���¿�Q�D�O��

Fast forward to the 2023-24 season�� ���Z�L�W�K�� �¿�J�X�U�H�V�� �U�H�D�G�L�O�\��
�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���� �Z�H�� �K�D�G���V�L�[�� �Z�R�P�H�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U���¿�Q�D�O�V�����/�D�X�U�D��
Bradley 11), seven in the intermediates (Emma Martin 19), 12 
in the juniors and 16 novices. One woman, Evelyn McGregor 
�Z�D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���R�S�H�Q���E�O�D�G�H�V���¿�Q�D�O���D�W���&�K�U�L�V�W�F�K�X�U�F�K�����1�R�W�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V��
no novice grade back in the 1990s.
Now, my turn to borrow someone else’s verse!) There’s an 
Australian song from the early 1960s that we old-timers 
remember well, called �³�,�¶�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H�´, written by 
�*�H�R
u���0�D�F�N�����7�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q�����V�X�Q�J���E�\���/�X�F�N�\���6�W�D�U�U�����J�R�H�V��
like this:
�:�H�O�O�����,���Z�D�V���K�X�P�S�L�Q�
���P�\���E�O�X�H�\���R�Q���W�K�H���G�X�V�W�\���2�R�G�Q�D�G�D�W�W�D���U�R�D�G
�:�K�H�Q���D�O�R�Q�J���F�D�P�H���D���V�H�P�L���Z�L�W�K���D���K�L�J�K���D�Q�G���F�D�Q�Y�D�V���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���O�R�D�G
(Spoken by driver) "If you're goin' to Oodnadatta mate, with 
me you can ride."
So I climbed in the cabin and I settled down inside
�+�H���D�V�N�H�G���P�H���L�I���,�
�G���V�H�H�Q���D���U�R�D�G���Z�L�W�K���V�R���P�X�F�K���G�X�V�W���D�Q�G���V�D�Q�G
�,�� �V�D�L�G�� ���/�L�V�W�H�Q���� �P�D�W�H���� �,�
�Y�H�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�H�G�� �H�Y�
�U�\�� �U�R�D�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �K�H�U�H��
land."

�+�L�W�F�K�\���W�K�H�Q���E�H�J�L�Q�V���U�H�H�O�L�Q�J���R
u���D�E�R�X�W���D���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���Q�D�P�H�V���R�I��
places he has been to and the exasperated driver eventually 
stops the truck and says, “Okay, mate, you've been ev'ry place 
except one, and ya don't need my help to get there."
Where the women haven't been
And so, could it be, about the only place in the shearing world 
where women have not yet been is up on that Masterton 
�6�W�D�G�L�X�P���V�W�D�J�H���D�W�����S�P���R�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K�"��

No pressure, Laura Bradley, Pagan Rimene, Emma Martin, 
Lydia Thomson … And unlike our yappy hitchhiker on the 
road to Oodnadatta (1000km north-west of Adelaide), they or 
their successors will be able to call upon help aplenty to get 
there, available from their shearing whanau just for the asking. 

As Rachel Hunter might have said, “It won’t happen 
overnight, but it will happen.” (Eventually!) 

* * * * * * 

Above:���)�O�D�V�K�E�D�F�N���W�R���/�D�E�R�X�U���:�H�H�N�H�Q�G���R�I�������������Z�K�H�Q���W�K�U�H�H��
�:�L�Q�V�� ���6�D�P���� �.�H�U�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �-�H	ü���� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �6�L�P�S�V�R�Q�� ���5�R�J�H�U���� �W�K�H��
�W�D�O�O���R�Q�H�������V�K�R�U�H���D���Z�K�R�O�H���K�H�D�S���R�I���V�K�H�H�S���I�R�U���F�K�D�U�L�W�\�����$�������K�U��
�V�K�H�D�U�D�W�K�R�Q���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���P�R�Q�H�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���H�O�G�H�U�O�\�����:�H�V�W���&�R�D�V�W�H�U�V��
�±���W�K�D�W�
�V���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���G�R��
�$�Q�G���Z�H���D�U�H���S�O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���F�R�Q�¿�U�P��Shearing covered the event in 
the November edition that year (Vol 6 No.3.) The manager 
of the Landcorp Station where the shearathon took place 
(Mawheraiti), Grant Craig, actually described the quartet as 
'Mad Buggers'. (Harsh, harsh criticism!)

"After 24 hours, the four shearers had shorn 2911 sheep in 
�D���F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�E�O�H���H
u�R�U�W���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���I�X�Q�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�
�V���7�H�O�H�W�K�R�Q��
Appeal for the elderly through sponsorship and wages.

"Local shearing contractor Sam Win organised the event 
with the help of Mr Craig and members of his gang who 
were willing to take part. Based in Ikamatua, Sam and his 
�W�H�D�P�� �E�H�J�D�Q�� �D�W�� �Q�R�R�Q�� �R�Q�� �/�D�E�R�X�U�� �'�D�\�� �D�Q�G�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �V�L�[��
�V�K�H�H�S���W�R���V�S�D�U�H���D�W���Q�R�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H�������U�G���>�2�F�W�R�E�H�U�@���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���D��
generous crowd.

"Sam led the way with 767 shorn, followed by Murchison 
shearer Roger (Two Stroke) Simpson completing 727 (he 
slowed down during the early hours of the morning when 
it was thought the gang would run out of sheep.) Sam's two 
�E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���-�H
u�����7�K�H���5�R�F�N�����D�Q�G���.�H�U�U�\���H�Q�G�H�G���X�S���Z�L�W�K�����������D�Q�G��
697 respectively.

"In the engine room, working quietly away all night, was 
Sam's wife Gail. Preparing meals and smokos every two hours 
was no easy chore , but she seemed to have mountains of food 
ready at each break. The Ikamatua Hotel generously supplied 
the headache in the sun afterwards for all who stayed on." 

* * * * * *
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PARTIALLY RUN-IN:  

Arrives ready to cut fast right from the box without a lengthy break-in period.

4MM THICKNESS:  

Offers extra steel for more future grinds compared to thinner alternatives.

PARALLEL GROUND: 

Ensures even tension across the comb and allows for precision re-sharpening.

HIGH VERSATILITY: 

Works effectively on any standard comb thickness and suits all major types of sheep.

20 CUTTERS PER BOX
Not suitable for use with winter comb pro�les.

BUILT TO LAST LONGER, CUT 
FASTER, & PERFORM BETTER, 
STRAIGHT OUT OF THE BOX.
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�+�H���Z�D�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���³�0�U���*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V�´��
�D�Q�G���K�H���G�L�H�G���D�I�W�H�U���D���V�K�R�U�W���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V���D�W���W�K�H��
�D�J�H���R�I���������L�Q���0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���R�Q��������
�0�D�U�F�K���������������:�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q���I�R�U���K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V��
and broadcasts on the Golden Shears 
�V�K�H�H�S���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�� �F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V�� �K�H�O�G��
�H�D�F�K���\�H�D�U���D�W���0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q�����0�U���/�D�L�Q�J���K�D�G��
�E�H�H�Q���F�O�R�V�H�O�\���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���V�L�Q�F�H���L�W�V���L�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���L�Q������������

That’s how the New Zealand Press 
Association (NZPA) story introduced 
its obituary for Mr Laing, father of our 
present Shearing Sports New Zealand 
�P�H�G�L�D�� �R
v�F�H�U���� �'�R�X�J�� �/�D�L�Q�J�� ���Z�K�R�� �K�D�V��
now matched the eighteen years of 
service to our sport put in by his father 
before him). Recently retired from his 
“day job”, Les Laing's death came just 
three weeks after he had covered the 
1988 Golden Shears as a freelancer.

The NZPA informed us that Mr Laing 
had been born at Roxburgh in Central 
Otago and educated at Otago Boys’ 
High School in Dunedin. He served 
in the Middle East and Italy during 
World War II. From Auckland Cenotaph 
�0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���U�H�F�R�U�G�V�����Z�H���¿�Q�G���+�H�Q�U�\���$�Q�G�U�H�Z��
Leslie Laing (WWII 38047) was an 
architect and draughtsman based in 
Otago prior to his enlistment in 1940. 
He served as a sapper (builds bridges, 
�F�O�H�D�U�V���O�D�Q�G�P�L�Q�H�V�����E�O�R�Z�V���X�S���V�W�X
u�����Z�L�W�K��
the 8th Field Company, NZ Engineers, 
2nd NZ Expeditionary Force. 

After the war he joined “J Force” 
(a New Zealand military force of 
some 12,000 soldiers sent to join the 
British Commonwealth Occupation 
Force) from 1946-1948 to oversee the 
‘demilitarisation’ of Japan). On his 
return to New Zealand Mr Laing spent a 

�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�P�\�����U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J��
the rank of temporary second lieutenant. 

He later (from 1957) enjoyed a stint as 
�0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���S�X�E�O�L�F���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R
v�F�H�U��
before “progressing’ to journalism with 
the �:�D�L�U�D�U�D�S�D�� �7�L�P�H�V���$�J�H�� Wairarapa 
radio stations and the New Zealand 
�%�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���K�H�D�G���R
v�F�H��
news department in Wellington. A story 
about Les The PRO man in Masterton 
in the Dominion on 23 December 1958 
(“Les knows all the answers”) described 
�K�L�P���D�V���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�D�Q���Z�L�W�K���¿�Y�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D��
keen swimmer (Wairarapa champion), a 
Jaycee and a Lions Club member.

It was reported that the idea for the 
�*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V���¿�U�V�W���F�D�P�H���W�R���0�U���/�D�L�Q�J���L�Q��
1957 when a shearing contest organised 
by the Masterton Young Farmers’ Club 
at the Solway Showgrounds “attracted 
considerable attention”. But support 
for the idea was slow in gathering and 

Remembering Les Laing (1921-1988)Remembering Les Laing (1921-1988)

�/�H�V���/�D�L�Q�J�����*�R�O�G�H�Q���6�K�H�D�U�V�
���¿�U�V�W���3�5���0�D�Q��

it took a shearing demonstration in 
central Masterton by Ivan Bowen and 
�&�O�D�X�G�H���:�D�L�W�H���L�Q�������������W�R���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���L�J�Q�L�W�H��
the fuse that led to formation of the 
Golden Shears International Shearing 
Championship Society. 

Ivan Bowen remembered the 
demonstrations many years later: “It 
seemed like the whole population 
of 15,000 people found their way 
to that disused garage on the corner 
of Perry and Chapel Streets during 
our demonstrations. I did some 
shearing, then Claude would do some 
commentating, [Hana Cotter and Jane 
�7�D�K�D�X�� �G�L�G�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�R�O�K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�@�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
event attracted such interest as to 
convince the right people that there 
would be good public interest in a well-
organised shearing competition.”

The first “International Golden 
Shears” were held from Thursday to 
Saturday 9-11 March 1961 and the rest, 
as they say … (well, you know what 
they say!)

“Mr Laing was involved in every 
Golden Shears championship until last 
year, when he was unwell. He saw the 
event develop into world-wide shearing 
championships and covered them as a 
journalist in Europe and Australia and 
at the 1977 world championship in 
England,” the story concluded.

And 20 years after Les Laing’s death 
his son Douglas, a journalist with the 
�+�D�Z�N�H�¶�V�� �%�D�\�� �7�R�G�D�\ newspaper in 
Napier, stepped into the role of SSNZ 
�S�X�E�O�L�F�L�W�\���R
v�F�H�U�����D���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���Y�D�F�D�W�H�G���E�\��
Des Williams at the end of the 2006-
07 season. Doug had also reported on 
Golden Shears in earlier years, prior to 
his taking on the SSNZ role.

Les Laing in World War II
The 8th Field Company, 
New Zealand Engineers (8 
Fd. Coy.) was a specialist 
military engineering unit 
part of the 2nd New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force (2NZEF) 
during World War II. Formed 
as part of the Second/Third 
Echelon elements of the 2nd 
New Zealand Division, the 
unit's sappers provided critical 
combat engineering support, 
maintaining routes, clearing 
obstac les,  and bu i ld ing 
infrastructure across North 

Africa. 
���)�U�R�P���*�R�R�J�O�H����
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Tiny but mighty! One of the 
country’s smallest schools 
puts Wool Shed to the test.

�,�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���H�Y�H�U�\���V�F�K�R�R�O���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���¿�W���W�K�H�L�U��
entire student body, plus the teacher, 
inside a shipping container, and with 
room to spare. For tiny Lee Stream 
School, in rural Otago, it was easy 
as pie.

The moment happened during a 
two-week visit from Campaign for 
Wool New Zealand’s Wool in Schools 
programme, which brings a fully 
kitted-out container of hands-on 
wool education to schools around the 
country. 

Usually, one or two weeks on site is 
exactly the amount of time needed for 
every class at a school to rotate through 
the container and get properly up close 
with the range of woollen products, 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���R
u�H�U���W�R���<�H�D�U�V��
1 through to 8. 

At Lee Stream, where the roll stands 
at just 12 students, the whole school 
got to experience wool, and each other, 
all at once. Principal Kate Martin says 
because their tiny roll is “normal” for 
them, it hadn’t previously occurred to 
her that having a whole school pose 
inside the Wool Shed container was 

�K�R�V�W���W�K�H���Q�R�W���I�R�U���S�U�R�¿�W���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�����³�7�K�L�V���L�V��
a valuable, entirely free experience for 
New Zealand schools that has already 
reached 33,000 young people,” says 
�5�\�D�Q�����³�:�H���G�U�R�S���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U���R
u���D�Q�G��
pick it up again afterwards, and we 
provide the written resources to go 
with it, too. We get great feedback from 
schools who relish the opportunity for a 
Wool in Schools visit and the valuable 
new knowledge the container brings.”

At Lee Stream – one of the country’s 
smallest schools – having the two-week 
visit meant more frequent learning 
interactions with the Wool Shed, 
and opening up the container to the 
preschool community, too. “It became 
part of our learning rather than just a 
�R�Q�H���R
u���´�� �.�D�W�H�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���� �³�:�H�� �F�R�X�O�G��
head back to class, ask more questions, 
make connections and then pop back 
into the container again. It was really 
special to share the experience with our 
future students from the preschool and 
their families too.”

While the Wool Shed containers 
provides an immersive, mobile 
classroom for primary aged students, 
Campaign for Wool also supports early 
learning with a Little Wool Learners 
kit for ECE, and Wool Kits that 
target secondary learners (years 9 & 

such a novelty. “But I don’t imagine 
there are too many other schools that 
�F�R�X�O�G���¿�W���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�W�L�U�H���U�R�O�O���L�Q�V�L�G�H���D���:�R�R�O��
in Schools container!”

The container's arrival couldn't have 
been better timed, coinciding with 
the start of the school's Term 3 wool 
inquiry. While Lee Stream's students 
already know their way around sheep 
and shearing, as most come from farms 
or lifestyle blocks, it was the journey of 
wool after it leaves the farm that really 
captured imaginations.

“The children loved pulling out the 
sheepskin and draping it over each 
other, then grabbing the shearing 
handpiece and pretending to shear one 
another,” Kate says. As the container 
showcases innovative uses for strong 
wool – such as the fuzzy yellow outer 
on tennis balls – there were also signs 
of genuine surprise. “There were lots 
of ‘I didn't know that was wool!’ 
moments. The kids are pretty keen for 
us to get some wool bandages for the 
�¿�U�V�W���D�L�G���N�L�W���D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���Q�R�Z���´

Campaign for Wool NZ’s Chair 
Ryan Cosgrove says bookings for the 
containers – one in the North Island and 
the other that travels the South Island – 
remain strong, but there are still plenty 
who have not yet reserved a timeslot to 

BARROWCLIFFE 
SHEARING

Fancy work in the King Country, 
�1�R�Y���)�H�E���D�Q�G���0�D�\���-�X�O�\���S�H�U�L�R�G�V�"��
Have you got:
• �*�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N���H�W�K�L�F�"
• �3�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�"
• Respect for fellow employees 

�D�Q�G���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V�"
• �$�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���K�D�Y�H���I�X�Q�"��
• Willing to take advantage of 

�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�"

Call Mark on 0275 544 433
Email: mjbarrow@xtra.co.nz

Member NZSCA and ShearNZ
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���������� �R
u�H�U�L�Q�J�� �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
activities that integrate wool into core 
subjects. Wool Dynamics is the tertiary 
touchpoint, where architecture and 
product design students learn how to 
utilise wool’s impressive temperature 
�U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Q�R�L�V�H���E�X
u�H�U�L�Q�J���T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V��
in innovative ways. “We find that 
young Kiwis are really interested 
in more sustainable ways of living, 
understand the damaging impact of 
plastic and love to imagine all the ways 
wool can be used, now and for many 
years to come,” says Ryan. 

For Lee Stream, the Wool in Schools 
visit might spark further learning in any 
one of the 12 delighted students who 
grasped the opportunity to see, touch 
and talk about wool. “As a school, 
we’re really passionate about teaching 
children about the value of wool as 
�D�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �¿�E�U�H���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U���¿�W�W�H�G���L�Q���S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�D�W���´��
Kate says. “I’d say to any small rural 
school considering a Wool in Schools 
visit: absolutely go for it.”

To book the Wool in Schools 
container or enquire about availability, 
go to https://www.nzwool.co.nz/
wool-in-schools/ or email admin@
campaignforwool.co.nz 

For further information or to request 

an interview with Ryan Cosgrove, 
please contact Fiona Fraser
�¿�R�Q�D�#�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���F�R���Q�]
027 501 3921
���&�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �I�R�U�� �:�R�R�O�� �0�H�G�L�D�� �U�H�O�H�D�V�H��
�:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���������$�X�J�X�V�W��������������

Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine

�:�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���V�W�D�‡���-�X�O�\���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���D�Q�G���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���0�D�\
�$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�U�D�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���P�H�D�O�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G

�*�R�R�G���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���R�X�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O
�5�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���L�Q���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���2�W�D�J�R

Employment Agreement based on NZSCA
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie

Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201

Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz

Update on Mary's Lamb
Mary had a little lamb, 
�,�W�V���À�H�H�F�H���Z�D�V���Z�K�L�W�H���D�V���V�Q�R�Z
And Mary too wore woolly things, 
But that was years ago.
For Mary now goes fully garbed 
In silk and crepe-de-chine
And of the lamb is only left 
The can they corned him in.

�7�K�H���V�T�X�D�W�W�H�U���Z�H�H�S�V���W�R���¿�Q�G���K�L�V���V�K�H�H�S��
�7�K�D�W���R�Q�F�H���E�R�U�H���J�R�O�G�H�Q���À�H�H�F�H�V
Now hardly worth the shearing 
Since that market went to pieces
For Paris plans what women wear 
�$�Q�G���À�D�Q�Q�H�O�
�V���O�R�V�W���L�W�V���S�X�O�O��
So we must teach the world to shout 
Our slogan, "Use More Wool!"
���+�D�Z�N�H�
�V���%�D�\���7�U�L�E�X�Q�H���������6�H�S��������������
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�%�\���'�H�V���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V
Our work to ‘digitalise’ shearing sports records and 
competition results for open machine shearing, blade shearing 
and woolhandling has continued through the winter (while 
the global is not so warming). Our results mainly go back to 
the 1991-92 season when Shearing Sports NZ started keeping 
�F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�V�����E�X�W���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H�¶�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�E�O�H���W�R���¿�Q�G��
�µ�Y�H�U�L�¿�D�E�O�H���G�D�W�D�¶���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���W�K�D�W�����Z�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���L�W���K�H�U�H����

For example, in our list of blade shearing winners below, 
WJ Paisley of Ashburton won what was advertised as a New 
Zealand championship at Ashburton in 1964. The results 
�F�R�P�H�� �I�U�R�P�� ������ �G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���µ�Y�H�Q�X�H�V�¶�� ���Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H��
competition is held) and total some 317 ‘events’ (the year it 
�W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Z�R�Q���E�\���������G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V��

BLADE SHEARING OPEN CHAMPIONS’ INDEX
Baynon, Neil (Kaiapoi): NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1968, 
1969, 1971
Burnett, Peter (Christchurch): Kowai-Sefton 1973, 1992, 
1994; Northern A&P, Rangiora 1980, 1992; NZ Golden 
Blades, Christchurch 1978, 1979, 1980; NZ Merino Blades, 
Alexandra 1978; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1974, 1979; 
Oxford 1986, 1993;  Southern Shears Blades, Gore 1979, 
1980.
Cameron, Colin (Timaru): NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 
1976, 1977.
Casserly, Peter (Omarama): Golden Shears, Masterton 
1980 (world championship); NZ Golden Blades, Christchurch 
1975; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1975, 1978, 1980, 1982; 
Omarama 1995; Southern Shears Blades, Gore 1976.

Casserly, Shane (Twizel): Northern A&P, Rangiora 2007; 
NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 2002; Omarama 1997, 1998, 
2002, 2004.
Davidson, Bruce (Hawarden): Northern A&P, Rangiora 
1983; NZ Golden Blades, Christchurch 1984; NZ Merino 
Blades, Alexandra 1984.
Dobbs, Tony (Fairlie): Ashburton A&P Shears 2014, 2015, 
2016, 2018, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025; Kowai-Sefton 
2014, 2016; MacKenzie Shears, Fairlie 1991, 1993, 1995; 
Northern A&P, Rangiora: 1993, 1994, 1996, 2016; NZ 
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1983, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 
1989, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 
2018, 2019, 2023, 2024; Golden Shears world championship 
1988; NZ Merino Blades, Alexandra 1986; NZ Spring Shears, 
Waimate 1985, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1995, 1996, 2014, 
2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2024; Oxford 
2000, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2025; Reefton Blades, 
Inangahua 2016, 2018, 2025; Southern Shears Blades 1985.
Dobson, Sam (Fairlie): NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1970
Duckmanton, Isaac (Christchurch): Kowai-Sefton 2019.
Gemmell, Allen (Rangiora): Ashburton A&P Shears 1993, 
2009, 2010; Golden Blades 2000, 2017; Kowai-Sefton 1997, 
2001, 2011; Northern A&P, Rangiora 1995, 1999, 2010, 
2015, 2017; Oxford 2011; Reefton Blades, Inangahua 2009, 
2010, 2011
Gibb, Stuart (Australia):  NZ Golden Blades, Christchurch 
1971.
Gibson, Neville (Rangiora): Northern A&P, Rangiora 1981; 
NZ Golden Blades, Christchurch 1982.

 Champion men of the blades

�%�L�O�O�\���0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H�����F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q���D�W���2�P�D�U�D�P�D�������������D�Q�G������������
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Giles, Nobby (Ohoka): Kowai-Sefton 
1985.
Gillespie, Dave (Christchurch): 
Northern A&P, Rangiora 1991; NZ 
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1990; NZ 
Spring Shears, Waimate 1983, 1991; 
Oxford 1984, 1994, 1997; Southern 
Shears Blades, Gore 1981.
Hammond, Donny (Timaru): NZ 
Championship (pre-1964) 1962; NZ 
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1974, 
1981; NZ Merino Blades, Alexandra 
1981; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 1981; 
Southern Shears Blades 1977.
Handley, Noel (Rangiora): Ashburton 
A&P Shears 2003, 2007; Kowai-Sefton 
1993, 1995, 1996, 1999, 2008, 2020; 
Northern A&P, Rangiora 1998, 2003; 
NZ Golden Blades, Christchurch 1996, 
1998, 2004; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 
1994, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2004, 2006; 
Omarama 1999; Oxford 1995, 1996, 
1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 
2007, 2009; Reefton Blades 1999.
Hans, Elias (South Africa): Golden 
Shears, Masterton 2012.
Hepi, Bryce (Kaikoura): Kaikoura 
2011.
Hogg, Tim (Timaru):  Northern A&P, 
Rangiora 2023; NZ Spring Shears, 
Waimate 2012, 2023; Oxford 2024.
Karaitiana, George (Christchurch): 
Golden Shears, Masterton 1961; NZ 
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1964, 1967.
Kennedy, John (Timaru): NZ Golden 
Blades, Christchurch 1977, 2005; NZ 
Merino Blades, Alexandra 1982.

Macdonald, Alex (Rangiora): 
MacKenzie Shears, Fairlie 1997, 1999; 
Northern A&P Rangiora 1972; NZ 
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1997, 
1999; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate1972; 
Omarama 2000.
Marshall, Mark (Christchurch):  NZ 
Merino Blades, Alexandra 1979; NZ 
Spring Shears, Waimate 1973.
McConnel l ,  Mike (Timaru) :  
Ashburton A&P Shears 2017; Northern 
A&P, Rangiora 2011, 2013, 2019; 
Golden Blades, Christchurch 2010, 
2022; NZ Spring Shears, Waimate 
2009, 2010, 2013, 2019; Oxford 2010, 
2013; Reefton Blades, Inangahua 2007, 
2012, 2014.

McKay, Andrew (Rangiora): Northern 
A&P, Rangiora 1990.
McKay, Scott (Timaru):  Reefton 
Blades, Inangahua 2019.
Michelle, Billy (Timaru):  MacKenzie 
Shears, Fairlie 1998; Northern A&P, 
Rangiora 2002, 2004; NZ Golden 
Blades, Christchurch 2002, 2003, 2006, 
2008, 2009, 2011; NZ Merino Blades, 
Alexandra 2011 (50th anniversary 
celebration); NZ Spring Shears, 
Waimate 1984, 2003, 2007, 2008, 
2011; Omarama 1996, 2001; Oxford 
2008; Reefton Blades, Inangahua 2008.
Norman, Alan (Christchurch):  
Canterbury Silver Shears 1970; Golden 
Blades, Christchurch 1966, 1970.
Ntsombo, Elliot (South Africa): 
Golden Shears, Masterton 1996.
O’Neill, Paddy (Ahaura): Southern 
Shears Blades, Gore 1978, 1982; 
Oxford 1982.

Above:���)�L�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���D�W���1�=���6�S�U�L�Q�J���6�K�H�D�U�V���:�D�L�P�D�W�H���L�Q���������������I�U�R�P���O�H�I�W�����7�R�Q�\���'�R�E�E�V�����1�R�H�O��
�+�D�Q�G�O�H�\�����3�H�W�H�U���5�D�F�H�����%�U�L�D�Q���7�K�R�P�V�R�Q�����%�L�O�O�\���0�L�F�K�H�O�O�H���D�Q�G���$�O�O�H�Q���*�H�P�P�H�O�O�����$�O�O���K�D�Y�H��
won open championships in New Zealand competitions. Below: �$�O�H�[���0�D�F�G�R�Q�D�O�G��
�D�W���2�P�D�U�D�P�D������������

�	�i�˜�i�w�Ì�Ã���ˆ�˜�V�•�Õ�`�i�\
• Support from experienced industry professionals
• Save time by entering tally sheet data only once
• Pay employees and produce payslips
• Invoice clients and track payments against accounts
• Produce PAYE, employee earnings reports and GST on receipts 

reports
• Integrates with MYOB IMS Payroll and Accounting applications

�/�œ���`�ˆ�Ã�V�Õ�Ã�Ã���…�œ�Ü���Ü�i���V�>�˜���…�i�•�«�]���V�>�•�•�����ˆ�â���œ�˜�\

���œ�L�ˆ�•�i 021 749 963 
�*�…�œ�˜�i 07 838 1961
�
�“�>�ˆ�• liz@payrollplusltd.co.nz

�7�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���K�R�Z���Z�H���F�D�Q���K�H�O�S����

�F�D�O�O���X�V���R�Q�����3�K�R�Q�H������������������������

�(�P�D�L�O�����D�G�P�L�Q�#�S�D�\�U�R�O�O�S�O�X�V�O�W�G���F�R���Q�]
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MAHONY SHEARING
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TEL 06 835 9571 or 021 423 886 (Brendan)
Email: b.j.mahony@xtra.co.nz

Permanent positions for quality shearers and shedhands

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

�2�O�G�¿�H�O�G�����$�O�O�D�Q�����*�H�U�D�O�G�L�Q�H���� Ashburton 
A&P Shears 2019; Golden Shears 
2020; Kaikoura 2026; Kowai-Sefton 
2018, 2021; Northern A&P, Rangiora 
2018, 2022, 2025; NZ Golden Blades, 
Christchurch 2020, 2021, 2025; NZ 
Spring Shears, Waimate 2025; Oxford 
2021, 2023; Reefton Blades, Inangahua 
2020, 2021, 2023, 2026. (NB Allan's 
world title was won at Le Dorat, France 
in 2019.)
Oldfield, Phil (Geraldine): Golden 
Shears 2010; Kowai-Sefton 2017; 
Waitaki-MacKenzie 2008; Reefton 
Blades, Inangahua 2015, 2017, 2024.
Paisley, WJ (Ashburton): NZ 
Championship Ashburton 1964.
Perry, Dick (Rangiora): Kowai-Sefton 
1972.
Rabela, Bonile (South Africa): Golden 
Shears world championship, Masterton 
2026.
Race, Peter (Timaru): MacKenzie 
Shears, Fairlie 1992; Northern A&P, 
Rangiora 1997, 2006; NZ Golden 
Blades, Christchurch 2007; NZ Merino 
Blades, Alexandra 1985; NZ Spring 
Shears, Waimate 1986, 1992, 1993, 
2000, 2001, 2005.
Richards, Les (Papanui): NZ Golden 
Blades, Christchurch 1965.
�5�R
u�H�\�����$�O�D�Q�� �
�6�Q�R�
�� ���5�D�Q�J�L�R�U�D���� NZ 
Golden Blades, Christchurch 1968, 
1969.
Rose, Paul (Geraldine): MacKenzie 
Shears, Fairlie 1994; Northern A&P, 
Rangiora 1973; NZ Golden Blades, 
Christchurch 1972, 1973.

MacKenzie 2009; Reefton Blades, 
Inangahua 2006.
Watson, Richard (Medbury): 
Ashburton A&P 2004; Kaikoura 2009, 
2010, 2013; Kowai-Sefton 2004, 2005; 
Oxford 2004. 
Woodrow, Justin (Timaru):  Northern 
A&P, Rangiora 2005.

* * * * * * 

Russell, Chris (Woodend): Kaikoura 
2014; Northern A&P, Rangiora 2012.
Shweni, Mayenseke (South Africa): 
Golden Shears world championship, 
Masterton 2017.
Sole, Alec (Waimate): NZ Merino 
Blades, Alexandra 1983.
Stockd i l l ,  KG  (Ashbur ton) : 
Canterbury Silver Shears 1969.
�7�K�R�P�V�R�Q�����%�U�L�D�Q�����'�D�U�¿�H�O�G�� Ashburton 
A&P Shears 2008, 2011, 2013; 
Kowai-Sefton 1998, 2002, 2013, 
2015; MacKenzie Shears, Fairlie 
1996; Northern A&P, Rangiora 2000, 
2001, 2008, 2009; NZ Golden Blades, 
Christchurch 2001, 2012; Waitaki-

Opposite:�� �7�R�Q�\�� �'�R�E�E�V�� �K�D�V�� �K�D�G�� �W�K�H��
�1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�� �*�R�O�G�H�Q�� �%�O�D�G�H�V�� �W�U�R�S�K�\��
presented to him at Christchurch 
�Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�� �W�L�P�H�V�� ���� �\�H�V���� �Q�L�Q�H�W�H�H�Q�� �W�L�P�H�V��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G���������������$�Q�G���K�H���G�L�G�Q�
�W��
�H�Y�H�Q�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�H�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �R�I��
�����������D�Q�G��������������Above:���3�H�W�H�U���&�D�V�V�H�U�O�\��
won the world championship at Golden 
�6�K�H�D�U�V���0�D�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q���L�Q������������ Below: Peter 
Burnett won the New Zealand Golden 
�%�O�D�G�H�V���W�K�U�H�H���\�H�D�U�V���L�Q���D���U�R�Z����������������������������
�D�Q�G������������
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